
Date: )une3,2025

TOWN OF WOLCOTTVILLE

103 W. MYERS ST.

P.O. BOX 325

WOLCOTTVILLE, IN 46795

PHONE: 260-854-3151 FAX: 260-854-9215

CO U N C I L M E E-T]NqMO{UIES

Location: Wotcottvil.te Town Hat[ Time:6:00 p.m.

103 W. Myers St.

Wotcottvitl.e, I N 46795

Members of the Town Present at the CounciI Meeting: President, Dean Domer, Vice

President, Steven F. Cords, Council Member, Jeff Sorg, Cterk-Treasurer, Heidi Huff, Utitity

Cterk, Tiffany Sprunger, Streets and Parks Superintendent, .Jerry Combs, Town Marshat,

Nathan Sprunger and Town Attorney, Kurt Bachman.

O elleounert]4e eti nglolrder:

-Dean Domer cal.ted the Council. Meeting to order. The PLedge of Atl.egiance was recited by

att.

PubfioIealngon the Petition for the Vacating of a Publ'ic Way:

-Kurt Bachman stated that the pubtic notifications were sent out to the residents near the

publ.ic way on Race St. and Fourth St. notifying them of a request to vacate the atLey. This

was atso pubLished to the pubLic. Jerry Raber requested to vacate the Pubtic Way.

Notifications were sent out to.Johnny and Heather Raber, Rachet Cox, Justin Edmonds and

Jerry and Bonnie Gil.tespie. Jerry Raber presented a survey for Kurt Bachman and the Town

Council. to hel,p them determine whether the atteys have any pubLic utiLities. Jerry Raber

spoke to the council, stating he feets where the atteys lead serves no good purpose for the

town's future because it is swamp [and. Discussion was opened to the town emptoyees

who might have concerns that woutd hel.p the decision on vacating the pubtic way. No

concerns were reported. Discussion was opened to the pubLic. Thomas Sprague from 111

N. Third St. Wol.cottvitte, lN 46795 was concerned about how many other homes coutd be

buitt if the counciL votes to vacate the al.tey. Jerry Raber reported to Thomas Sprague that

onLy a dupl.ex wiLl. be buil.t on the property. Steven F. Cords motioned to ctose the Pubtic

Hearing. Jeff Sorg Seconded. A[t in favor, motion carried. After discussion Steven F. Cords

motion to approve ordinance 2025-06-03-4 Vacating the Publ.ic Right-of-Way on Race St.



Wotcottvitl.e, lN 46795. Jeff Sorg seconded. Attin favor motioned carried. Jeff Sorg motioned

to waive second reading. Stevn F. Cords seconded. Attin favor, motion carried.

App_rovaI of Ctaims:

-Jeff Sorg motioned to approve the ctaims presented to the Councit. Steven F. Cords

seconded. Attin favor, motion carried. Steven F. Cords motioned to reapprove the ctaims

f rom May 6,2025. Jeff Sorg seconded. At[ in favor, motion carried.

Ap_proval of Previous Meeting Minutes:

-Jeff Sorg motioned to approve previous meeting minutes. Steven F. Cords seconded. At[ in

favor, motion carried.

Ral,phie Mostey with Wastewater Reports:

-No reports from the Wastewater Department.

,S_eryieegby-SJo,uder

-No reports from the Water Department.

Marsh_aI Nathan Sprunger with P_o_llce Department Reports:

-Marshal Nathan Sprunger was not abte to make it to the ILEA Academy in lndianapotis to

review changes to the PT Exam due to vehicte issues. He wilt have another opportunity to

attend.

-The WoLcottvil.l.e Wastewater Department is tooking into buying the Potice Department's

2015 Dodge Ram.

Jerry Combs wlth Streels & IarksDepaltment Reports:

-Jerry Combs reported to the CounciI that Cheyenne Stork f rom 202 E. Orange St.

Wotcottvitte, lN has requested a no outtet sign be instatted at the end of Orange St.

woLcottvitte, I N 46795.

Tiff a ny S p ru n ge r Poo_LFj[AdjustmenU

-Renee Fatconefill.ed her15,000-gaLton poot. Shewas bitl.ed for24,750 gattons of waterfor
)une 2025 bitting with a totaI charge ot $472.64. Utitity Cterk Tiffany Sprunger requested to

give a $AZ.gt credit off her sewer charge. Steven F. Cords motioned to approve the

adjustment request for Renee Fatcon of $87.81 credit off her sewer charge on her util.ity

bitt. Jeff Sorg seconded. Al.t in favor, motion carried.



-Permit for 1775 E. 765 S. Wotcottvitte, lN 46795. The house is scheduted to be demotished.

The contractor was advised to get instructions f rom Wotcottvil.te Wastewater

Superintendent Ral.phie Mostey to have the sewer [ine inspected when the [ine is cut and

capped and inspected again once the new [ines are reconnected. Jeff Sorg motioned to

approve the permit. Steven F. Cords seconded. A[[ in favor, motion carried.

Heidi Huff with Tour_n_B_e+orts;

-Heidi Huff advised the Town Councitto lay off the part-time Steets Department and Parks

Department emptoyee due to financiatconstraints. Jeff Sorg motioned authorizingSteven

F. Cords to tatk to the emptoyee about his Layoff. Dean Domer seconded. At[ in favor motion

carried.

-Councitwas informed by Heidi Huff due to mechanical issues on the Lift that was rented to

cut down damaged trees in town the rental was extended for an extra week without any

extra cost.

-A non-profit organization out of South Witl.ey County is using the Wotcott MitLs School

Mondaythrough Fridayto hand outfree [unchesto kids 18 and under. Theywitl. be serving

the kids for the summer. The town nominated Eva Woodworth to hetp run the program.

-The non-profit group Reason for Hope contacted the town for permission to use the

pavition at Taytor Park on Juty 31 ,2025. They witt be handing out backpacks with school

suppties for chitdren in need. Heidi Huff asked the Town Council to waive the fee for renting

the pavition. Steven F. Cords motioned to waive the fee for Reasons for Hope. Jeff Sorg

seconded. Attin favor, motion carried.

-Curbside pickup that is scheduted for removatof [arger items wil.tbe June 7, 2025.

-Johnson Township Fire Department wil.t be fundraising to raise money for festivaI fireworks.

They wiLt be taking over the event for the 2025 MitL Festivat.

- The Town of Wotcottvitte was informed, during the Lagrange County Community
Foundation's board meeting, they voted on donating the tot by Wotcott Park to the Town of

Wotcottvitte. They stated that theywitl. be working on getting parce[ 44-10-34-300-000.001-

011 transferred to the Town of Wotcottvil.te.

Kurt Bachman wlth Town Business:

-Kurt Bachman discusses a ctaim from lnternal Revenue Service. The ctaim is for federaI

payroLt taxes not paid on behatf of the town. Kurt Bachman informs the Town CounciI that

they shoul.d pursue fiLing a ctaim for the previous Cterk-Treasurer's bonds for $240,000.00.

This wil.t hetp offset the final. amount owed. Current Cterk-Treasurer Heidi Huff has worked



continuousty to try to put the town in a position where we can negotiate the cLaims f iteJ

against the town by the lRS. Town Attorney Kurt Bachman informs the boardroom that this
probtem was not created by the current Cterk-Treasurer. These issues were created by the
previous Cte rk-Treasu rer's faitu re to pay f ed e raI payrotl taxes for the yea rs 2020 to 2023.

Kurt Bachman is asking for approvatfrom the office of Beers Matters to fil,e the ctaim on the
previous Cterk-Treasurer's bonds. He wiltcontinue to move forward with the ctaim even if it

requires fiting a lawsuit against it. Steven F. Cords motioned to attow the office of Beers

Matters to pursue the ctaim for the previous Cterk-Treasurer's bonds. Motion was giverr to
approve the Town Attorney to take any tegaI action that may be required.

-Kurt Bachman advises the Town Councitto hire a CPA and a Tax Lawyer that speciatizes in
situations deaLing with the l.R.S. The town owes $650,000.00 in back taxes due to unpaid
federal taxes. Kurt Bachman asked the Town Counci[ for permission to work with Cterk-

Treasurer in Looking for a CPA firm and a tax attorney law firm to assist them in responding

to the ctaims fited against the town by the l.R.S. Steven F. Cords motioned to approve Beers

Matters to hire a CPA and Tax Lawyer. Jeff Sorg seconded. Attin favol motion carried.

Other Busine,ssl

-Steven F. Cords motioned to repeal ordinance 2021-06-01-B. ]eff Sorg seconded. Atl. i r

favor, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned by CounciI President Dean Domer at 6:37 p.m.

Attest: Juty 1 ,2025
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Council President, Dean DomerCterk-Treasurer, Heidi Huff

Vice President, Steven F. Cords Member, Jeff Sorg


