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ROME CITY PARK BOARD
Regular Meeting
May 19, 2025

The Rome City Park Board held their regular meeting on Monday, May 19, 2025 at 5:30 p.m., in
the Rome City Town Hall. Called to order by President Wilkinson.
Members Present:
Leigh A. Pranger-Secretary Tina Wilkinson
John Martin Bridgett Coe
Roll call a quorum was present.

Interested parties in attendance: Dustin Hicks and Robert Bair-Noble County Emergency
Management, Joe Ryne and Rhonda Steinecker with ARC.

Member Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Member Hicks.
All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

a. Secretary Pranger and the Board member welcomed new Member Dustin Hicks to the
board.

b. Valerie Ritchie Gospel in the Park- President Wilksinson informed the board that Valerie
has four gospel groups performing at the June 6" concert: Grace Notes, Iddings Family,
Good News Gospel Bluegrass, and Crossing Jordan-each will perform for ¥ hour. The
food trucks will be Gringos Tacos and Party on the Patio. Joel Wilkinson will take care of
the social media push out and designing the posters. Board to distribute posters around
town. American Elegance area need roped off with fence posts in basement and rope to
keep concert goers from parking on their property.

c. Joel Wilkinson -Social Media update- Facebook page for the Park Department up and
running, working on flyers for Concert Series, food trucks and fireworks.

d. Baseball: Dustin Hicks informed the board the T-ball has 7 games scheduled and 2 T-ball
tournaments. Mr. Hicks stated the season will wrap up July 121,

e. Discussion with ARC-Rhonda Steinecker and Joe Ryne presented the idea of a Tree
Tribute Program. This program can be used for recognition of citizens in Rome City or
people can purchase a tree to beautify Rome City. The trees purchased will be planted in
the town’s 5 parks. The Park Board will have control of the type of tree and the location
it will be planted. Mr. Ryne stated they used this program in his hometown, and it
worked very well. ARC is in the beginning stages and will keep the Park Board in the
loop as they progress through the process. They also asked about planting a tree in Gaff
Park near the musical bells in memory of Dr. Robert Stone-Father of Roberta Stone —
President of the Rome City Chamber and Sylvan Lake Association. The board agreed that
it would be a good location for the first tree in the tribute program. President Wilkinson
stated the Park wants only Indiana Native Trees planted in the town’s parks and ROW.
Mr. Ryne stated the trees will have sign 2x4 inch sign with: In memory of, name of the
tree, botanical name and date of installation. Mr. Ryne stated he envisions trees being
planted along the bike trail in the future. They will work on the nuts and bolts of the
program and get back with the board. The board thanked ARC for their presentation and
stated they look forward to working with them on this program.

Kelly Park

a) Chautauqua Cornhole tournament: The board decided the park board needs to run the
tournament in order to get more local players. President Wilkinson will contact Hidden
Ego and let them know we do on need them this year. The board said we need to get
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more local/novice players not professional players; it’s a small-town event we want our
citizens to participate. They discussed trying to find a local person to help run the
tourney. This would reduce the large prizes we would need to fundraise. President
Wilinson stated perhaps one of the Ritchie’s might be interested in helping. The board
discussed the need to purchase score poles and more cornhole boards for the event.

b) Chautauqua PICKLEBALL Tournament: President Wilinson with check with Darryl
DeMuyt to see if he is willing to run the tournament again this year. Pranger informed
the board she purchased buckets and balls for the tournament.

¢) Monthly pickleball tournaments: President Wilkinson to check with Antal and DeMuyt to
see if they are interested in running pickleball tournaments throughout the summer
months.

d) Tennis court replacement to be done this fall. Benches to be installed on the new tennis
courts.

Grant Park

a) Town Marshal requested a closed at Dusk sign be placed in Grant Park due to issues with
people being in there after dark. Member Martin made a motion to post a closed at dusk
sign. Second by Member Coe. All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

b) Ideas for 2025: add a pavilion over the existing concrete pad, install paved pathway from
parking lot to Dog Park for ADA, fencing inside the dog park to separate small and large
dogs, add entrance off Canal Rd.

Dog Park -Opening of Park

a) Bench with a cover-delivered. Installation in July.

b) The board discussed the lack of grass in the dog park. They asked President Wilkinson to
ask her father if we should run a slit seeder over the park or at least park of the part to get
more grass in the park.

¢) The board requested Secretary Pranger contact Amy Maley to see if she found any
documents her husband has designed for the dog park. Also see if she has any ideas for
the next step in the dog park.

d) Suggestion to have dogs registered at the town hall and a keycode on the gate for entry.

Sveamore Park

Nothing for discussion. Town sign being relocated west of the current sign onto Conservancy
Property. Should be completed this week.

Lakeside Park

a) Pickleball net, picnic table and bench installed.

b) Lady statue plants have been planted (creeping phlox and sedum) need a lot more to fill
the area.

¢) The Park Board did an onsite visit and told Secretary Pranger to remove the yellow slide
and sell it if possible. Remove the tetter-totters and relocate. The Play unit to be located
just west of the parking lot. Work to begin after the road paving project.

d) Discussed getting a landscaper/town guys might be able to do this to install native
Indiana trees by the new playground once it is complete.

Gaff Park/Trail head:

a) New Sign in Gaff Park: Sign was installed on June 6. Stonework to be done by Jim
Wilkinson in his spare time.

b) Installation of bench and ladybug drum waiting until the path is paved. Secretary Pranger
showed the board a drawing (from ARC) of the proposed walkway around the outside of the
musical bells which will leave the outside of the path to install additional musical pieces and a
covered bench. (Park Bd. To pave additional path to restrooms)
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¢) Trail project completed except for some signage. Ideas to spend leftover grant funds.

d) Movie nights for the summer and fall nights. He stated he will be purchasing the projector
for the Marshal office and the Park Board would be able to use it. The board stated that it would
be a good idea.

e) Activate Noble County-Bike Rally June 9" 5-7-Bike Safety and free helmets. The event was

well attended.

CONCERTS IN THE PARK 2025: First Friday Concert series with food trucks on June 6,
August 1 and September 5.

June 6™-Gospel in the park -Valerie Ritchie to help with entertainment. Food Trucks Gringo’s
Taco and Party on The Patio

August 1%-The Y’s Guys Food Trucks: TyRod Dawgs and Ed’s Fish and More

September 5"-The Wingmen Food Trucks: Street Tacos and Party ‘'on the Patio

JULY 5" FOOD TRUCKS AND FIREWORKS: Food Trucks confirmed: Street Tacos, Ed’s
Fish and More, Party on the Patio, Roamin’ Kitchen, MaMazzoni’s Italian beef, Kona
Ice/Coffee, See Me Rolling Ice Cream, Brewhouse BBQ Ask town council to close first % block
of Front Street.

MISCELLANEOUS BUISNESS
Secretary Pranger informed the board we will be looking at a significant cut to the town budget
due to Senate Bill 1. Projects may need to be scaled back.

Secretary Pranger informed the board the submitted 5-year parks and recreation plan was
deficient. Pranger contact Region 3A about the issues. Region 3A will make the corrections and
resubmit.

2025 Budget
Park Donation Account $32,525.51

#119-Park Maintenance $15,558.84
#135-Contractual $ 3,600.00
#234-Park Supplies $ 3,000.00
#341-Park Insurance-Don’t Spend $ 4,262.38
#352-Park Light-Don’t spend $ 3,803.21
#362-Park Repairs $ 5,000.00
#430-Park Improvement $34,579.66
#442-Park Equipment $14.166.83
Total $83,970.92 + 32,585.51=$116,556.43

Next Meeting: July 21, 2025, at 5:30 p.m.

Member Martin made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. Second by Member
Coe. All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted:% Ct -l

Leigﬁ A/Pranger, Secreﬁary

402 Kelly Street P.O. Box 338 Rome City, IN 46784
(260)854-2412
www.townofromecity.org




