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ROME CITY PARK BOARD

Regular Meeting
June 16, 2025

The Rome City Park Board held their regular meeting on Monday, June 16, 2025 at 5:40 p.m., in
the Rome City Town Hall. Called to order by President Wilkinson.

Members Present:

Leigh A. Pranger-Secretary Tina Wilkinson
John Martin Bridgett Coe
Dustin Hicks

Roll call a quorum was present.

Interested parties in attendance: Joel Wilkinson.

Member Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Member Hicks.
All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

a.

Review of: Gospel in the Park Concert. Good: President Wilkinson stated we received
positive feedback at the concert and on social media. Great turnout people watching the
show. Food trucks are happy with their sales. Ask Valerie Ritchie to help next year.
Bad: Sound person not good, need to hire sound person as so as date for event is secured,
need to make up layout of stage for new participants-facing to the east. Ugly: Ants were
bad in the grass area-need to be treated prior to events for August and September.

Joel Wilkinson -Social Media update- Facebook 69 followers, Gospel Night 143
interested and 20 going. July 5 Food trucks and Fireworks 57 interested. Poster is ready
for distribution on the event. Working on August concert flyer. Asked for information on
each park and its origins, donated land, who built them and old pictures. Pranger will
look into this.

Baseball: Dustin Hicks informed the board that the T-ball games are complete. Have one
game scheduled for Tru-Impact on June 29th. Try out for next year will be July 6™,
hoping for a 10U and 12U teams next year. Kelly Park field will be used for the Fire
Department fundraiser on August 8. Dustin will take care of reading the field for the
event. Mr. Hicks stated the season will wrap up July 12™ and fall ball season they will be
using the field for practices.

Kelly Park

a)

b)

Chautauqua Cornhole tournament: The board discussed who will run the tournament
Member Hicks stated he might be able to do it; he needs to check the baseball schedule
and get back with President Wilkinson. The board discussed the need to purchase score
poles and more cornhole boards and bags (members stated they might be able to borrow
enough boards to keep from purchasing them) for the event. Joel Wilkinson stated there
is software-Scorehole to help with the brackets.

Chautauqua PICKLEBALL Tournament: President Wilkinson with check with Darryl
DeMuyt to see if he is willing to run the tournament again this year. Pranger informed
the board she purchased buckets and balls for the tournament. Fundraising: Tina-Edward
Floor Store, B & J, NCD, Bridgett-Miller’s Super Value, John-Shepherd’s and West
Lakes, Dustin-R & S Boats and Scotty Ritchie, Leigh-Aggregate Systems, Precision
Medical, Fruition and others. Must make banner by the end of July. Joel Wilkinson will
make the poster and social media posts.
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¢) Marshal Hoffman asked the board to attach a banner on the dugout promoting kids. The
board stated this is a great idea and gave him permission.

d) Tennis court replacement to be done this fall. Benches to be installed on the new tennis
courts.

Grant Park

a) Closed at Dusk sign on order. Checking to see if we need an ordinance to enforce.

b) Working on quotes for asphalt path from parking lot to dog park.

c) Ideas for 2025: add a pavilion over the existing concrete pad, install paved pathway from
parking lot to Dog Park for ADA, fencing inside the dog park to separate small and large
dogs, add entrance off Canal Rd.

Dog Park -Opening of Park

a) Bench with a cover-delivered. Installation in July.

b) The board discussed the lack of grass in the dog park. They asked President Wilkinson to
ask her father if we should run a slit seeder over the park to get more grass in the park.
This is on hold to the fall.

¢) The board requested Secretary Pranger contact Amy Maley to see if she found any
documents her husband has designed for the dog park. Also see if she has any ideas for
the next step in the dog park.

d) Suggestion to have dogs registered at the town hall and a keycode on the gate for entry.

Sveamore Park

Nothing for discussion. Town sign being relocated west of the current sign onto Conservancy
Property. Should be completed this week.

Lakeside Park

a) Picnic table fixed.

b) Lady statue plants-need more plants suggestions-peonies, iris and daisy.

c) Playground equipment installation-The Park Board did an onsite visit and told Secretary
Pranger to remove the yellow slide and sell it if possible. Remove the tetter-totters and
relocate. The Play unit to be located just west of the parking lot. Work to begin after the
road paving project.

d) Pickleball net is still in operation.

Gaff Park/Trail head:

a) Rental of the pavilion was brought up for discussion: How to handle overflow parking? Do we
add additional parking? How do we keep some parking open for trail users since this is a
traithead? How do we let users know the park is rented? (add a kiosk to the south end of pavilion
to put up notice.) i.e. this lot will be used from 2-4 for special events. Decided to look into rental
for 2026. Discussed raising the donation amount from $35 to $50.

b) New Sign in Gaff Park: Sign was installed on June 6™. Stonework to be done by Jim
Wilkinson in his spare time.

c) Installation of bench and ladvbug drum waiting until the path is paved. Secretary Pranger
showed the board a drawing (from ARC) of the proposed walkway around the outside of the
musical bells which will leave the outside of the path to install additional musical pieces and a
covered bench. (Park Bd. To pave additional path to restrooms)

d) Movie nights for the summer and fall nights. He stated he will be purchasing the projector
for the Marshal office and the Park Board would be able to use it. The board stated that it would
be a good idea.

e) Activate Noble County-Bike Rally June 9" 5-7-Bike Safety and free helmets. The event was
well attended.
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CONCERTS IN THE PARK 2025: First Friday Concert series with food trucks on August 1
and September 5.

August 1¥-The Y’s Guys Food Trucks: TyRod Dawgs and Ed’s Fish and More

September 5%-The Wingmen Food Trucks: Street Tacos and Party on the Patio

JULY 5" FOOD TRUCKS AND FIREWORKS: Food Trucks confirmed: Street Tacos, Ed’s
Fish and More, Party on the Patio, Roamin’ Kitchen, MaMazzoni’s Italian beef, Kona
Ice/Coffee, See Me Rolling Ice Cream, Brewhouse BBQ. Town council approved closure of the
first 2 block of Front Street. (other food trucks:Isabella’s Tacos, Tast of Caribbean and beyond,
Elephant Ears, Mad Cats, Donat Brew, LLemonade Shake up, JR BBQ, Aunt Mary’s Sweets and

Treats, San Marcos Food Truck.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

A) ARC tree tribute work in progress.

B) Hitching Post in parks-The board discussed adding hitching posts to several parks. The
board discussed the cleanup of the animal waste and who would be responsible.
President Wilkinson stated we will need to have a meeting with the Amish to see if they
are willing to clean up after their horses and dispose of the waste. The board discussed
adding signage stating no horses in the parks.

Secretary Pranger informed the board that the submitted 5-year parks and recreation plan has
been approved by the State.

2025 Budget
Park Donation Account $32,655.51

#119-Park Maintenance $11,883.24
#135-Contractual $ 2,725.00
#234-Park Supplies $ 2,776.25
#341-Park Insurance-Don’t Spend  $ 4,110.34
#352-Park Light-Don’t spend $ 3,403.63
#362-Park Repairs $ 4,939.94
#430-Park Improvement $34,579.66
#442-Park Equipment $14.166.83
Total $78,584.89 +32,655.51=$111,240.40

Next Meeting: July 21, 2025, at 5:30 p.m.
Member Martin made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. Second by Member

Hicks. All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted:
Leigh A. Pranger, Secretary
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