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ROME CITY PARK BOARD

Regular Meeting
July 21, 2025

The Rome City Park Board held their regular meeting on Monday, July 21, 2025 at 5:39 p.m., in
the Rome City Town Hall. Called to order by President Wilkinson.

Members Present:

Leigh A. Pranger-Secretary Tina Wilkinson
John Martin Bridgett Coe
Dustin Hicks

Roll call a quorum was present.
Interested parties in attendance: Joel Wilkinson.

Secretary Pranger informed the board the meeting will not be recorded due to an unexpected
absence by the Clerk-Treasurer and only she knows how to run the recording equipment.

Member Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Member Coe.
All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

a. Review of Food Trucks and Fireworks: President Wilkinson stated all the food trucks
sold out that wanted to sellout. The only issues were with parking, the Wilkinson’s tried
to keep the people parking for the fireworks out of Gallops’ lot and were successful until
around 8:00 p.m. Suggested perhaps making up signs stating parking for Gallops
customers only.

b. Joel Wilkinson -Social Media update- August events have been posted to Facebook. Free
Concert in the park The Y’s Guys and food trucks August 1, 2025 and Pickleball
Tournament for Chautauqua Festival in Kelly Park. He stated he will take a picture of the
new Gaff Park Sign to post. Asked for information on each park and its origins, donated
land, who built them and old pictures. Pranger will look into this.

c. Baseball: Dustin Hicks informed the board he will work up the Kelly Park baseball field
for the Fire Departments fundraiser scheduled for August 8. He stated he will work on
the Grant Park field when he has time. Tryouts for Tru-Impact will be held July 27%.
They plan to hold Fall practices in Kelly Park. Dustin asked about new bases and posted
for the fields. Pranger asked him to forward the information as she could order them and
have the Baseball league reimburse the account. He noted he is working on an 8U team
and T-ball team for 2026 season.

d. Permission for Eshelman Excavating to use the Kelly Park entrance for Fruition building
expansion. Josh Molen stated they will rework the gravel drive to the water shed plant
when completed, restore to a better condition then it is now. Member Martin made a
motion to allow the usage of the Kelly Park entrance with restoration to gravel drive
when completed. Second by Member Hicks. All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

Kelly Park

a. Chautauqua PICKLEBALL Tournament: President Wilkinson stated Darryl DeMuyt
will run the tournament again this year and be a sponsor. Pranger informed the board she
purchased buckets and balls for the tournament. Fundraising: Tina-Edward Floor Store-
$50, DeMuyt Masonry-$350. John-Shepherd’s-waiting to hear back and West Lakes-$50.
Dustin-R & S Boats-? and Scotty Ritchie-?, Leigh-Aggregate Systems-$100, Arrow
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Fence-$100, Howard Murray-$100, Eshelman-$100 and BZ Autos-$50. Tina will work
on the banner by the end of July. Pranger contacted Jim Sheffield to post posters at CLC,
Wolcottville Center and Lagrange Park, emailed Steve Kirkpatrick to post in Albion.
Martin will post laminated posters at Lakeside and Kelly Park. Pranger and Wilkinson
will handle registration. The board discussed giving out a pickleball to the participants
with a sticker-Rome City Park Board No action taken. Online registration is set up and
active by Joel Wilkinson.

b. Chautauqua Cornhole tournament: Canceled for this year. Need to reorganize for 2026
into local players.

c. Tennis court replacement to be done this fall. Benches to be installed on the new tennis
courts.

Grant Park

a) Closed at Dusk sign on order. Checking to see if we need an ordinance to enforce.

b) Working on quotes for asphalt path from parking lot to dog park.

c¢) Ideas for 2025: add a pavilion over the existing concrete pad, install paved pathway from
parking lot to Dog Park for ADA, fencing inside the dog park to separate small and large
dogs, add entrance off Canal Rd.

Dog Park -Opening of Park

a) Bench with a cover-delivered. Installation in August.

b) Pranger contact Amy Maley she will attend the August meeting to discuss to see if she
found any documents her husband has designed for the dog park. Also see if she has any
ideas for the next step in the dog park. Location for small dog park fencing.

Sycamore Park
Town sign has been relocated west of the current sign onto Conservancy Property.
Lakeside Park

a) Lady statue plants-ARC’s gardeners replanted area with donated plants hopefully they
will live.

b) Playground equipment installation to start last week of July-The Park Board did an onsite
visit and told Secretary Pranger to remove the yellow slide and sell it if possible.
Remove the tetter-totters and relocate. The Play unit to be located just west of the
parking lot.

c) Pickleball net is still in operation.

Gaff Park/Trail head:

a) New Sign in Gaff Park: Completed and looks great.

b) August 1st concert in the park-Banners up, social media posts out, confirmation of band and
food trucks Tyrod’s Dawgs and Ed’s Fish and More- both confirmed. Pranger informed the
board the grass seating area has been treated for ants.

c¢) Next Level Grant-approved amenities for purchase-bicycle repair station, signage, bicycle are,
bike racks, trail counter, etc...

d) Installation of bench and ladybug drum waiting until the path is paved. Secretary Pranger
showed the board a drawing (from ARC) of the proposed walkway around the outside of the
musical bells which will leave the outside of the path to install additional musical pieces and a
covered bench. (Park Bd. To pave additional path to restrooms)

¢)_Movie nights for the summer and fall nights-On hold. He stated he will be purchasing the
projector for the Marshal office and the Park Board would be able to use it. The board stated that
it would be a good idea.

f) Location of pathways to pavilion, water fountain and musical bells.
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CONCERTS IN THE PARK 2025: First Friday Concert series with food trucks on August 1
and September 5.

August 1*-The Y’s Guys Food Trucks: TyRod’s Dawgs and Ed’s Fish and More

September 5"-The Wingmen Food Trucks: Street Tacos and Party on the Patio

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
A) ARC tree tribute work in progress.

2025 Budget
Park Donation Account $33,545.51

#119-Park Maintenance $ 9,923.24
#135-Contractual $ 2,050.00
#234-Park Supplies $ 2,638.34
#341-Park Insurance-Don’t Spend  $ 3,890.74
#352-Park Light-Don’t spend $ 3,187.49
#362-Park Repairs $ 4,924.09
#430-Park Improvement $34,579.66
#442-Park Equipment $14.166.83
Total $75,360.39 +33,545.51=$108,905.90

Next Meeting: August 18, 2025, at 5:30 p.m.

Member Martin made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 6:50 p.m. Second by Member
Hicks. All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted:
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