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ROME CITY PARK BOARD

Regular Meeting
August 18, 2025

The Rome City Park Board held their regular meeting on Monday, August 18, 2025 at 5:32 p.m.,
in the Rome City Town Hall. Called to order by President Wilkinson.

Members Present:

Leigh A. Pranger-Secretary Tina Wilkinson

John Martin Dustin Hicks
Members Absent:

Bridgett Coe

Roll call a quorum was present.
Interested parties in attendance: Joel Wilkinson, Amy Maley on Zoom.

Secretary Pranger informed the board the meeting will not be recorded due to technical
difficulties with the equipment doing two Zoom meetings, the meeting will be recorded once the
Zoom meeting with Amy Maley ends.

Amy Maley on Zoom to discuss additions to the dog park. Amy stated she has pictures to share
with the board, but we could not get them to come up on Zoom, she will email them. The board
discussed the need to install additional fencing to separate the large dogs and the small dogs.
Amy stated she does not see a need currently as there have rarely been any other dogs using the
park when she visits and her visits have been on different days and different times. She noted we
need more mulch in the entrance area and the latches on the gates need adjusting along with
some weed spray on the bricks in the entrance. The board discussed adding dog agility
equipment. Amy asked about installing a dog statue to commemorate her husband Doug Maley-
dog park developer. The board stated they have no problem with installing a statue for Doug, we
need to make sure it is attached to something, so it won’t be stolen. Amy mentioned most owners
are picking up after their pets. She added she did see a sign at one dog park stating we do not
have a poop fairy here so please be sure to pick up after your pet. Amy added she is still going
through her husband’s files to see what he had planned for future development of the park, and
she will share with the board once it is located. The board thanked Amy for her help and
suggested she contact Pranger when she has something for the board. The zoom meeting with
Amy was closed at 5:47 p.m.

Meeting opened to livestreaming at 5:48 p.m.

Member Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Seconded by Member
Hicks. All in favor-aye. Motion carried.

Officer Dustin Fike, Rome City Deputy Marshal asked to address the board about need
ordinances for enforcement at the parks after hours. Officer Fike asked about the closing times
for the parks and whether alcohol was permitted in any park. Pranger checked the General Code
book under Chapter 95: Parks and Recreation 95.02 Park Operating Hours. For Kelly, Lakeside,
Gaff and Grant Parks the parks are closed from sunset to sunrise. Unless the Park Board allows
activities later. Signs need to be posted
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95.03 Alcohol Prohibited in all parks. Unless the Park Board grants a special event alcohol
permit. Signs need to be posted.

Officer Fike stated he would like to see Sycamore Park added to the closure list unless the park
users are actively fishing. He has been having people sleeping/living in their vehicle parked in
the park and he can’t legally move them on without the posted closure. The board them
discussed a list of rules along with the ordinances to be posted in all the parks. The board will
work on this at the September meeting and asked Pranger to do some research on what other
parks in our area are doing. The board thanked Officer Fike for bringing these issues to them and
they will work on getting a list of rules and subsequent signage.

a. Social Media Update: Joel Wilkinson asked which food trucks will be coming to the
September 5™ concert so he can make up the flyer and social media posts. Pranger stated, Party
on the Patio and Street Tacos. Band The Wingmen-70’s, 80’s, 90°s.

Pickleball QR code report-everything worked well. He took still shots and videos of the
tournament, and they are being shared on Facebook. Member Martin informed the board he had
just reached out to Party on the Patio to confirm the September 5™ event and they did not have it
in their calendar. Tina Wilkinson stated she will work on getting another truck for the event.
Pranger asked him to take pictures of the playground upgrades in progress in Lakeside Park.

b. Baseball League: Dustin Hicks stated he is working up the Grant Park field and will be
dragging the field soon. He asked if the restrooms were to be open or closed at the park. Pranger
stated the restroom facing the parking lot should be open. She will have the guys check it. Other
restrooms open are Kelly Park by the tennis court and Gaff Park. He noted he will be having fall
practice on Sundays at Kelly Park along with a few scrimmage games. Pranger informed the
board she had a community service worker clean the concession stand and restroom in Kelly
Park by the baseball field. He is working on 8U and 10U teams for 2026.

c. Discuss contract extension with Bright Speed for telephone hut and ground in Kelly Park.
Pranger informed the board she needs to review the original contract to determine if this is the
last contract extension. Everything will be reviewed for the September meeting.

Kelly Park
a. Chautauqua PICKLEBALL Tournament: President Wilkinson informed the board the

tournament went well we had 10 teams. She suggested we change the advertisement on
the flyer next year to mixed couples or an adult with child- 14 and under. We need to
order new balls (X-40 Franklin) as the balls we purchased were not tournament balls. We
need to send thank you to the sponsors. Edward Floor Store-$50, DeMuyt Masonry-$350,
West Lakes-$50, Leigh-Aggregate Systems-$100, Arrow Fence-$100, Howard Murray-
$100, Eshelman-$100 and BZ Autos-$50. Wilkinson stated she found a company to do
paper banners for the event next year. Online registration worked great. Wilkinson
informed the board we purchased $3 gift certificates to Lickity Split for participation in
the event. Wilkinson stated she had one of the players ask about adding more pickleball
courts to the area. Pranger researched, regulation tennis and pickleball courts.
Tennis=120°L x 60°W Pickleball-60°L x 30°W. The fence in area is 120°x120°. We will
only be able to get two pickleball courts in the 120’Lx 60°W left over from the tennis
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court. The courts need to be running north to south to avoid the rising and setting sun
being in players’ faces.

b. Chautauqua Cornhole tournament: Canceled for this year. Need to reorganize for 2026
into local players.

¢. Do you want to have the basketball court striped when the company is here to stripe the
tennis courts? The board stated, yes, if the company has time in their schedule.

d. Tennis court replacement to be done this fall. Benches to be installed on the new tennis
courts.

Grant Park

a) Closed at Dusk sign-Installed

b) Ideas for 2025: add a pavilion over the existing concrete pad, install paved pathway from
parking lot to Dog Park for ADA, fencing inside the dog park to separate small and large
dogs, add entrance off Canal Rd.

Dog Park -Opening of Park
a) Bench with a cover-delivered. Installation in August.
Sycamore Park
Sycamore Tree in parking lot is dead. Getting quotes to remove this fall.
Lakeside Park

a) Lady statue plants-ARC’s gardeners replanted area with donated plants hopefully they
will live. Member Martin reported the plants were still living.

b) Playground equipment installation started-Concrete to be delivered today. Pranger
informed the board that the yellow slide was destroyed while trying to move it. They
used a lot of cement when it was installed. The board discussed installing rubber mulch
around the play equipment instead of wood chips. The wood chips degrade over time and
have to be replaced or added to every other year. Member Martin made a motion to
purchase up to $12,000 in mulch. Second by Member Hicks. Pranger will email the true
costs after ordering the mulch for the play area and tetter totters.

c) Pickleball net is still in operation.

Gaff Park/Trail head:

a) Concert September 5-The Wingmen-70’s, 80’s, 90°’s. We have one confirmed food truck-
Street Tacos. Wilkinson asked Pranger to have the musical bells treated for wasps. Pranger stated
the ground will be treated for ants before the concert.

b) Next Level Grant-Pragner purchasing amenities-bicycle repair station, signage, bicycle are,
bike racks, trail counter, etc...

¢) On hold until ARC installs paved path. Installation of bench and ladvbug drum waiting
until the path is paved. Secretary Pranger showed the board a drawing (from ARC) of the
proposed walkway around the outside of the musical bells which will leave the outside of the
path to install additional musical pieces and a covered bench. (Park Bd. To pave additional path
to restrooms)

d) Pranger waiting on Pulver for costs on pathways to pavilion, water fountain and musical bells.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
A) ARC tree tribute work in progress.

2025 Budget

Park Donation Account $33,545.51

#119-Park Maintenance $ 9,923.24

#135-Contractual $ 2,050.00
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#234-Park Supplies $ 2,638.34
#341-Park Insurance-Don’t Spend  $ 3,890.74
#352-Park Light-Don’t spend $ 3,187.49
#362-Park Repairs $ 4,924.09
#430-Park Improvement $34,579.66
#442-Park Equipment $14.166.83

Total $75,360.39 + 33,545.51=$108,905.90
Next Meeting: September 15, 2025, at 5:30 p.m.

Member Martin made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:15 p.m. Second by Member
Hicks. All in favor-aye. Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted: 7/@[ /)

Lelgh Aﬁblanger Secrct
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