TOWN OF SHARPSVILLE
January 8TH, 2026—5:30 P.M.
TOWN HALL

MEMBERS PRESENT:  LORI HOOD, TOWN COUNCIL
			STEVE MCNALLY, TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT
			FELIX RIPPY, ATTORNEY
			
CALL TO ORDER 5:30 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


BOARD ELECT NEW PRESIDENT: Councilman Rupe nominated Councilwoman Hood, Council President McNally seconded. It passed unanimously, making Lori Hood the new Council president. Councilman McNally also made a motion to keep using First Farmers as our primary bank, and keep our insurance with the Hilb Group. Councilman Rupe seconded. It passed unanimously. Councilman Rupe also made a motion to pay the 300 dollars for the Clerk Treasurer bond. Councilman McNally seconded. It passed unanimously.

TOM PITTMAN:  Felix had invited Tom Pittman to speak about redevelopment commissions and possible development opportunities within the town. Tom Pittman spoke about his past work assisting towns in redevelopment, and had never seen a town regret starting one. He said that the first step for the town to start one would be passing an ordinance, which he had one prepared. After the adoption of the redevelopment commission through ordinance, the town would then have to nominate two people to serve on the commission. Two could be from the council, along with Lori the new council president, appointing three other people along with a non-voting school representative. The fee for engaging in a redevelopment commission with Tom Pittman is 15,000 dollars. Tom Pittman also shared pictures and plans from developer Brian Snyder, for duplex houses. Attorney Rippy explained that a footprint of the property would be needed, along with time to review the ordinance and revisit the idea in February. 

CLARIFY LIVESTOCK ORDINANCE: Clerk Treasurer Duncan presented opinions over the livestock given by members of the town. Attorney Rippy mentioned again that enforcement against livestock doesn’t have to be a priority, and can be enforced on a complaint basis. Max Simpson also raised his concerns with neighboring chickens, and hoped for a stronger enforcement on the chicken ordinance as any ownership is a violation. Max Simpson suggested it could be done with a neighbor’s approval form like is done with fence permits. Attorney Rippy was requested to draft a new ordinance pertaining to chicken ownership, including the neighbor’s consent. It would affect all neighbors with a border to the property. No action was taken but it would be revisited in February with rules to be defined then. 
TRANSFER OF FIRE BARN PROPERTIES TO TRUSTEE: Paul Kingery was not in attendance so the transfer was tabled until February. 


MARSHALL SHEPPARD REPORT-TOWN MARSHALL: Marshall Sheppard said he had conducted an interview for reserve officer Jeff Pyke. He would help out when he could, he’s a certified police officer, and has 38 years of law enforcement experience. He would serve as an unpaid reservist. Councilman Rupe made a motion to accept him as a reserve, Council President Hood seconded. It passed unanimously. 
UTILITY MANAGER REPORTS- BENJI: Councilman McNally gave Benji’s report. There was a quote from Omni Electric to replace lights in the community building. The cost was 5865.91, the payment for this was tabled as the community building funds would take a significant hit at the time. Utility manager Benji had also mentioned getting a new plow in his report, but the cost would be around 10,000 dollars and trade in value on the old one was only 500 dollars. It was also tabled for the time being.
TOWN ATTORNEY COMMENTS: There were no attorney comments. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: There were no council comments. 
OPEN DISCUSSION:  Katelyn Morgan was in attendance to voice concerns over something she had seen in the minutes regarding a judgment being placed on the Horn property. It was explained that a judgment had not yet been put on the property but a letter of warning was sent out. Someone had asked about putting a mini home, it was explained that it had to be a certain square footage. He was told a variance could be offered if plans were brought. Marshall Sheppard also mentioned that the AEDs had been delivered. He also voiced concerns over selective enforcement of laws and ordinances. He requested that the board have a defined yes and no rules on livestock, to eliminate the need for officer discretion. Someone also asked about the smell and appearance of town water, it was explained by Councilman McNally that phosphate being put into the water had been crystallized and would be fixed in a few days. 
Councilman Rupe made motion to adjourn. Councilman McNally seconded. 
APPROVED AND SIGNED MINUTES 
ADJOURNED 7:13PM



	SHEPHERD BROTHERS
	GEN
	 $         70.00 
	 $         70.00 
	16574
	BRACKETS

	SMITHVILLE
	GEN
	 $         39.38 
	 $         39.38 
	AD
	INTERNET

	DUKE ENERGY
	GEN
	 $    1,888.25 
	 $    1,888.25 
	16575
	ELECTRICITY

	NIPSCO
	GEN
	 $       298.42 
	 $       298.42 
	16576
	GAS

	ERS WIRELESS
	GEN
	 $       478.50 
	 $       478.50 
	16577
	PD EXPENSE

	NAPA
	GEN
	 $         22.07 
	 $         22.07 
	16578
	PRV

	BRAD HOWELL FORD
	GEN
	 $         59.33 
	 $         59.33 
	16579
	PCP

	VERIZON WIRELESS
	GEN
	 $       457.40 
	 $       457.40 
	16580
	TELEPHONE

	COMCAST
	GEN
	 $       131.90 
	 $       131.90 
	16581
	INTERNET

	WELCH AND CO.
	GEN
	 $       975.00 
	 $       975.00 
	16582
	LEGAL FEES

	GOLDSTAR PRODUCTS
	GEN
	 $       523.92 
	 $       523.92 
	16583
	TOWN MAINT-ROOT REMOVER

	OMNI ELECTRIC
	GEN
	 $    1,275.36 
	 $    1,275.36 
	16584
	LIGHTS

	INDIANA PUBLIC EMPLOYERS
	PR
	 $   2,320.37 
	 $    2,320.37 
	16585
	PAYROLL

	HP AUTO
	GEN
	 $       341.34 
	 $       341.34 
	16586
	THERMOSTAT FOR CAR

	INDOR
	GEN
	 $   1,305.41 
	 $    1,305.41 
	AD
	TAXES

	KEEGAN DUNCAN
	PR
	 $   1,189.31 
	 $    1,189.31 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	RAY SHEPPARD
	PR
	 $   1,076.12 
	 $    1,076.12 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	NATE SAYERS
	PR
	 $       570.56 
	 $       570.56 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	JOE FARINELLA
	PR
	 $       570.56 
	 $       570.56 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	BENJI SPARLING
	PR
	 $    2,706.69 
	 $    2,706.69 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	TOM COTHAM
	PR
	 $    1,977.98 
	 $    1,977.98 
	16587
	PAYROLL

	JAMES MORLAN
	PR
	 $    1,036.17 
	 $    1,036.17 
	16588
	PAYROLL

	PERF
	PR
	 $       556.39 
	 $       556.39 
	AD
	PAYROLL

	SMITHVILLE
	GEN
	 $       104.48 
	 $       104.48 
	AD
	INTERNET

	SMITHVILLE
	GEN
	 $         51.22 
	 $         51.22 
	AD
	INTERNET

	DUKE ENERGY
	GEN
	 $       672.68 
	 $       672.68 
	AD
	ELECTRICITY

	DUKE ENERGY
	GEN
	 $    1,764.20 
	 $    1,764.20 
	AD
	ELECTRICITY

	SMITHVILLE
	GEN
	 $         49.57 
	 $         49.57 
	AD
	RPF

	ELAN FINANCIAL
	GEN
	 $    1,585.15 
	 $    1,585.15 
	AD
	1178.55 supplies, 406.60 microsoft

	FIRST FARMERS BANK AND TRUST
	GEN
	 $ 10,995.63 
	 $ 10,995.63 
	16589
	INTEREST 

	HILB GROUP
	GEN
	 $ 49,042.00 
	 $ 49,042.00 
	16590
	INSURANCE

	NIPSCO
	GEN
	 $    2,673.78 
	 $    2,673.78 
	16591
	GAS

	CARDIO PARTNERS
	RIVERBOAT
	 $    3,980.00 
	 $    3,980.00 
	16593
	AEDS

	WELCH AND CO
	GEN
	 $       850.00 
	 $       850.00 
	16594
	LEGAL FEES

	ONPOINT
	TRASH
	 $    3,930.40 
	 $    3,930.40 
	AD
	TRASH

	WEX
	GEN
	 $       912.61 
	 $       912.61 
	AD
	GASOLINE

	KEEGAN DUNCAN
	PR
	 $    1,304.26 
	 $    1,304.26 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	RAY SHEPPARD
	PR
	 $    1,053.76 
	 $    1,053.76 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	NATE SAYERS
	PR
	 $       591.34 
	 $       591.34 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	JOE FARINELLA
	PR
	 $       591.34 
	 $       591.34 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	BENJI SPARLING
	PR
	 $    2,681.34 
	 $    2,681.34 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	TOM COTHAM
	PR
	 $    1,712.47 
	 $    1,712.47 
	16595
	PAYROLL

	JAMES MORLAN
	PR
	 $    1,130.60 
	 $    1,130.60 
	16596
	PAYROLL

	PERF
	PR
	 $       513.74 
	 $       513.74 
	AD
	PAYROLL








	SMITHVILLE
	 $          86.52 
	 $          86.52 
	AD
	INTERNET

	DUKE ENERGY
	 $    1,341.81 
	 $     1,341.81 
	6254
	ELECTRICITY

	ELAN FINANACIAL
	 $       397.45 
	 $        397.45 
	AD
	SUPPLIES

	USG WATER SOLUTIONS
	 $    1,206.83 
	 $     1,206.83 
	6255
	TOWN TANK

	UTILITY SUPPLY COMPANY
	 $       453.19 
	 $        453.19 
	6256
	SUPPLIES

	LOWES
	 $    2,713.21 
	 $     2,713.21 
	AD
	SUPPLIES

	INDOR
	 $       961.63 
	 $        961.63 
	AD
	TAXES

	INDIANA PUMP WORKS
	 $  81,145.01 
	 $   81,145.01 
	6257
	LIFT STATION SERVICE








	DUKE ENERGY
	 $       757.69 
	 $      757.69 
	6100

	NIPSCO
	 $            2.22 
	 $           2.22 
	6101

	TMU
	 $    3,850.00 
	 $   3,850.00 
	6102

	USPS
	 $       176.90 
	 $      176.90 
	AD

	MICHELLE KERR
	 $       100.00 
	 $      100.00 
	DD

	DUKE ENERGY
	 $    1,187.80 
	 $   1,187.80 
	AD

	DUKE ENERGY
	 $          20.97 
	 $        20.97 
	AD

	DUKE ENERGY
	 $       871.22 
	 $      871.22 
	AD

	DUKE ENERGY
	 $       214.60 
	 $      214.60 
	AD

	SMITHVILLE
	 $       109.51 
	 $      109.51 
	AD

	CRAIG THOMPSON
	 $       400.00 
	 $      400.00 
	DD

	NIPSCO
	 $       106.88 
	 $      106.88 
	6103

	MICHELLE KERR
	 $       100.00 
	 $      100.00 
	DD










____________________________________		______________________________________
ROBERT RUPE, TOWN COUNCIL				STEVE MCNALLY, TOWN COUNCIL


____________________________________		______________________________________
LORI HOOD, TOWN COUNCIL				KEEGAN DUNCAN, CLERK-TREASURER


