TOWN OF SHARPSVILLE
August 14TH, 2025—5:30 P.M.
TOWN HALL

MEMBERS PRESENT: 	ROBERT RUPE, TOWN COUNCIL 
			LORI HOOD, TOWN COUNCIL
			STEVE MCNALLY, TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT
			FELIX RIPPY, ATTORNEY
			
CALL TO ORDER 5:30 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


FENCE PERMITS- QUINTON HOBBS, SAM MATLACK: Quinton Hobbs from 222 E Walnut Street came to the meeting to request a fence permit. They’d been having an ongoing feud, and requested the fence to hopefully assuage the issue. He also asked about accessibility to a nearby alley way and if parking was allowed in it. He was told it is a public alley and no parking was allowed. His fence permit was approved. Sam Matlack also appeared to request a fence permit for his home at 333 W Walnut Street. He explained the layout and how it would go around the front of the property. His fence permit was approved. 

BUILDING PERMITS- BONNIE MESSICK, TYLER MORGAN: Tyler Morgan came to the meeting to get a building permit for a patio on the front of his house. It was approved. Bonnie Messick came to request a building permit for a sunroom on her property. There were issues with the location of the sunroom and a nearby septic tank. The location could potentially affect its ability to be pumped. It was decided Council President McNally would meet with the builder to help with assessing viability and was approved.
LISA PIERCE- 215 S WASHINGTON: Lisa Pierce came in requesting a building permit to build a fence. She requested that contractors working on siding could use the cheese factory to park which was allowed, and permit was approved.
 DEVELOPER MEETING:
BOARD REQUEST BCA SOIL MANAGEMENT: Councilwoman Hood announced that the board needed to approve allowing BCA, the group recommended by Steven Ray, executive director of North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council to conduct any needed soil management plan and to apply to Steven Ray and his council for funds to cover the cost of said soil management plan for the cheese factory. Council President McNally asked what the cost would be, which councilman Rupe explained he wasn’t sure but there was a possibility of getting grants to cover it. The town attorney was a part of the conversation, so in his absence it was tabled.
HWC ENGINEERING- SHARPSVILLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: A representative from HWC Engineering, who’d been working with the Tipton County Comprehensive Plan. He came to address specific goals outlined for the Sharpsville Chapter. He wants to assess and work on a plan that will help the town working towards long term goals. He wanted to show the goals for the town, and wanted the expertise and notes from the board on how accurately they describe the vision for the town’s future.
PAUL KINGERY: Paul Kingery, Liberty Township Trustee, brought news that he had got a proposal to conduct engineering studies on the current fire barn located in town. He brought forward a concern with spending a large amount of money on the renovation of the building, while not having township ownership of the building. He came to bring forward the idea of the town selling the fire barn to the township, for renovation, so it can meet the higher expected needs of the fire service. In the town attorney’s absence it was decided to tentatively say yes to the sale, but no official verdict was decided.
MARSHALL SHEPPARD REPORT-TOWN MARSHALL: Marshall Sheppard gave his report on the town, addressing the status of some problem properties. He also gave an update on an ongoing issue with 4 wheelers in the town, and had no further requests at the time. Attention was also brought to the noise of several constantly barking dogs within town, which Marshall Sheppard said he would escalate it. 
UTILITY MANAGER REPORTS- BENJI: TOWN ATTORNEY COMMENTS: Council President McNally gave Benji’s report in absentia. A vote was also taken on the repairs needed on the lift station valued at 78,000 dollars. Councilwoman Hood and Councilman Rupe voted yes, and it passed unanimously.
COUNCIL COMMENTS: Councilwoman Hood brought a contract to be signed regarding the street sweeping work by the city of Tipton the prior week. Clerk-Treasurer Duncan and council President McNally signed it. 
OPEN DISCUSSION: Lester Rood came to speak towards several issues he’d noticed. Firstly he gave an update on the dedication for the gym for June the 6th at noon. He also voiced some concerns to the change of rates on the utility bills. The sanitation rate had been lowered due to a new contract, and under advisement of the board and town attorney, they were changed on the bills without an ordinance. Lester Rood says the SBOA must be notified and an ordinance passed. He also mentioned that all papers must be kept, with nothing shredded. He also asked for an update on the status of the pickleball court installation. He had also received a bid from Bridge Landscaping for $2,038.45 to remove and replace two dead trees at the park. Councilman Rupe made a motion to accept the bid for the trees, Councilwoman Hood seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. Lester also asked for clarification on whose responsibility it was to enforce an ordinance. He also voiced concerns with the development of the cheese factory property, and had issues with the potential of apartments going in the vacant lot. Concerns were also raised about trash being burned and causing ill effects to neighboring houses. One woman voiced concerns over the status of some properties. An issue was also raised about loopholes being used in town to circumvent ordinances. Don Peggs also came to the meeting to request clarification of what is allowed to be built on a property he bought. He was told the basic rules and said he would decide on his best course of action. Mike Terry from the Tipton County Council showed up to share some observations he made. He noticed issues with ordinances, and asked if there was an opportuinity to get with the county commissioners council to start a planning and zoning department. Marshall Sheppard took a moment to explain that a lot of the issue with enforcing ordinances what that there was no a lot of recourse to always be had with these issues, and that a plan should be developed to have actual consequence to help assuage issues. Jason Henderson appeared to say that a commission could help with a lot of the hang-ups we face. 
Councilwoman Hood made motion to adjourn. Councilman Rupe seconded. 
APPROVED AND SIGNED MINUTES 
ADJOURNED 7:58PM


	ONPOINT WASTE SERVICES
	GEN
	 $      3,930.40 
	 $   3,930.40 
	AD
	TRASH PICKUP

	NIPSCO
	GEN
	 $         198.22 
	 $      198.22 
	16473
	GAS

	TITAN TINT
	GEN
	 $         300.00 
	 $      300.00 
	16474
	PD CAR

	LEE SUPPLY CO
	GEN
	 $         299.04 
	 $      299.04 
	AD
	MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

	NELSON AND CO
	GEN
	 $         592.41 
	 $      592.41 
	16475
	PD SUPPLIES

	JOE FARINELLA
	PR
	 $         570.56 
	 $      570.56 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	NATE SAYERS
	PR
	 $         570.56 
	 $      570.56 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	RAY SHEPPARD
	PR
	 $      1,076.12 
	 $   1,076.12 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	BENJI SPARLING
	PR
	 $      2,355.46 
	 $   2,355.46 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	TOM COTHAM
	PR
	 $      1,555.29 
	 $   1,555.29 
	16472
	PAYROLL

	KEEGAN DUNCAN
	PR
	 $      1,189.31 
	 $   1,189.31 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	PERF
	PR
	 $         452.83 
	 $      452.83 
	AD
	PAYROLL

	ELAN FINANCIAL
	GEN
	 $         498.90 
	 $      498.90 
	AD
	MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

	SMITHVILLE
	GEN
	 $         195.12 
	 $      195.12 
	AD
	INTERNET

	DUKE ENERGY
	GEN
	 $         653.67 
	 $      653.67 
	AD
	ELECTRICITY

	JOHN JONES AUTO GROUP
	GEN
	 $         830.50 
	 $      830.50 
	16476
	NEW PD CHARGER

	WEX
	GEN
	 $         646.16 
	 $      646.16 
	AD
	GASOLINE

	SMITHVILLE
	GEN
	 $           49.80 
	 $        49.80 
	AD
	INTERNET

	LOWES
	GEN
	 $      1,589.55 
	 $   1,589.55 
	AD
	MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

	ELAN FINANCIAL
	GEN
	 $           78.08 
	 $        78.08 
	AD
	OFFICE SUPPLIES

	BENJI SPARLING
	PR
	 $      2,379.32 
	 $   2,379.32 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	TOM COTHAM
	PR
	 $      1,555.29 
	 $   1,555.29 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	JAMES MORLAN
	PR
	 $      1,017.63 
	 $   1,017.63 
	16478
	PAYROLL

	RAY SHEPPARD
	PR
	 $      1,076.12 
	 $   1,076.12 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	JOE FARINELLA
	PR
	 $         624.10 
	 $      624.10 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	NATE SAYERS
	PR
	 $         697.45 
	 $      697.45 
	DD
	PAYROLL

	PERF
	PR
	 $         458.91 
	 $      458.91 
	AD
	PAYROLL

	VERIZON
	GEN
	 $         228.64 
	 $      228.64 
	16479
	TELEPHONE

	RAILROAD MANAGEMENT COMPANY
	GEN
	 $      1,329.79 
	 $   1,329.79 
	16480
	

	BEST ONE
	GEN
	 $           11.38 
	 $        11.38 
	16481
	TAX

	GRAHAM, FARRER, AND WILSON PC
	GEN
	 $         850.00 
	 $      850.00 
	16482
	LEGAL FEES





	IDEM
	 $                            30.00 
	 $        30.00 
	6235
	TEST

	CULY CONTRACTING
	 $                      8,325.09 
	 $   8,325.09 
	6236
	CONTRACT LABOR

	SMITHVILLE
	 $                            86.49 
	 $        86.49 
	AD
	INTERNET

	ELAN FINANCIAL
	 $                          788.96 
	 $      788.96 
	AD
	SUPPLIES





	USPS
	 $                178.12 
	$178.12
	AD
	POSTAGE

	NIPSCO
	 $                144.15 
	$144.15
	6087
	GAS

	MICHELLE KERR
	 $                100.00 
	$100.00
	AD
	PAYROLL

	MIKES SEWER
	 $             3,000.00 
	$3,000.00
	AD
	CONTRACT LABOR

	SMITHVILLE
	 $                  53.49 
	$53.49
	AD
	INTERNET

	DUKE ENERGY
	 $                534.32 
	$534.32
	AD
	ELECTRICITY

	MIKES SEWER
	 $                300.00 
	$300.00
	AD
	CONTRACT LABOR

	SMITHVILLE
	 $                110.49 
	$110.49
	AD
	INTERNET

	CRAIG THOMPSON
	 $                400.00 
	$400.00
	AD
	CONTRACT LABOR

	FLUID WASTE SERVICES
	 $                850.00 
	$850.00
	6088
	CONTRACT LABOR

	MICHELLE KERR
	 $                100.00 
	$100.00
	DD
	PAYROLL
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____________________________________		______________________________________
ROBERT RUPE, TOWN COUNCIL				STEVE MCNALLY, TOWN COUNCIL


____________________________________		______________________________________
LORI HOOD, TOWN COUNCIL				KEEGAN DUNCAN, CLERK-TREASURER


