North Liberty Town Council Minutes – May 5, 2025

	The regular meeting of the North Liberty Town Council was held at the North Liberty Community Building.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and Will Groves gave the Invocation.  Town Council President Randy Lemert called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
	Town Council Members: Randy Lemert, Tom England, Will Groves, Jr., Joe Reed Jr., and Gerry Brown, Town Marshal Matt Wilber, Utilities Manager Jason Lambright, Jackie James, and Clerk-Treasurer Vicki Kitchen were in attendance. Matt Doyle from DLZ and St. Joseph County Council Member Randy Figg were in attendance. There were five citizens in attendance.    
	The consent agenda was presented for approval. Will Groves, Jr., made a motion to approve the consent agenda which included April 21, 2025, Town Council Minutes, Payroll Voucher #9, and February 2025 Tree Board Minutes, and the vouchers as presented.  Gerry Brown seconded the motion. All voted to approve. Motion passed 5/0.
St. Joseph County Councilman Randy Figg commented on county items, snow plowing in your driveway, property tax credit for 55 and older, St. Joseph County bond issue for the park in Granger, Judge committee, he will be in the 4th of July Parade, and broadband internet funding is in place.
Sarah Joseph stated that since the asphalt in Town on E. Center Street has been opened up for the Potato Creek Utility Project her Michigan basement leaks, her freezer has moved 6 inches, there is a 5 X 10 hole in front of their house, sink hole in backyard, truck traffic increase, and her roof is leaking.
Town Attorney Marcel Lebbin stated the pavement will be restored this week.  The asphalt plants have been closed.  
Will Groves, LaPorte INDOT is the district over E. Center Street.  All of you should follow up with us in a month.  
Sara Williams gave an update on the chamber.  The May Mixer will be on gun safety at Liberty Lanes.  She also stated that the contract at 102 S. Main St. is up on May 23rd.  Sara Williams stated she had an inquiry from an adjoining property owner to purchase part of the land to square up their lot.
Marcia Vargo commented on the lights being too bright on SR4 and Redwood.  She was informed that since she filed with the State Attorney General, we can listen but not respond.  She asked and the other E. Center St. residents asked about a lighting ordinance.  Marcia compared lighting in Town water plant to booster station 
Town Marshal Matt Wilber reported the Town was busy last weekend with the garage sales, 1st Fridays, North Liberty Elementary Fun Fair, and the smelt fry.  He distributed his April Report.
	Jason Lambright informed the town council that Russ LaRaviere will be working on hydrants next week.  Jason Lambright wants to give JB Tibbs and part-time Diego Torres raises.  The money is coming from the utility structure change when the employment status changed for the January employee new hire.  Discussion followed. Joe Reed, Jr. made a motion to approve Ordinance #2025-04.  Gerry Brown seconded the motion. All voted to approve.  Motion passed 5/0.
 Right of Way Permitting was brought up for discussion.  Vicki Kitchen emailed the information out prior to the meeting based on the current permit cuts and the example provided by Abonmarche.  Discussion followed.  She will send out an email to the clerk’s list-serve for the fees charged by other communities.  The right of way permitting was tabled pending the information regarding fines and the fees from other communities.
Jason Lambright gave an update on the utilities for the Potato Creek State Park.  He reported the water tower is to be filled on May 19, 2025.  The Town will be able to supply Potato Creek State Park with water on June 2, 2025.  DNR is still reviewing the contract for service with the Town.  Lift station #2 in the state park has power.  
Vicki Kitchen said Baker Tilly recommends utility ordinances for the state park special negotiated rates.
	Tom England gave an update on the Townhouse Project.  The team is still working out some details.  Matthew Doyle from DLZ gave an update on the survey lot, utility lines, manholes and drainage.  The design should be complete in approximately two weeks.  
There no problem properties discussed.	
Gerry Brown reported there was no Tree Board Report.  
    	Tom England made a motion to adjourn at 6:57 P.M. Will Groves, Jr. seconded the motion.  All voted to approve.  The vote was unanimous.


Signed:					
_________________________________

Attest:							
_________________________
Vicki L. Kitchen, Clerk-Treasurer
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