
North Liberty Town Council Minutes – June 1, 2026
	The regular meeting of the North Liberty Town Council was held at the North Liberty Community Building.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and Joe Reed, Jr. gave the Invocation.  Randy Lemert, Town Council President called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
	Town Council Members: Randy Lemert, Tom England, Joe Reed, and Gerry Brown, Town Attorney Marcel Lebbin, Town Marshal Matt Wilber, Utilities Manager Jason Lambright, Clerk Treasurer Vicki Kitchen and Deputy Clerk Jackie James, were in attendance. Town Council Member Will Groves, Jr., was not in attendance.  There were nine citizens in attendance and one virtual attendee.  	 
	The consent agenda was presented for approval.  Joe Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda which included Town Council Minutes May 18, 2026, Payroll Dockets #10, and the vouchers as presented. Gerry Brown seconded the motion. All voted to approve. Motion passed 4/0.
	Randy Lemert opened the floor for public input for three minutes per resident.   
	Ricky Smith spoke regarding the accident with the car driving into his building at the five-corner intersection.  He is working to try and get a solution to the traffic problem.  The town council will support if he gets any solutions from INDOT.
	Dan Newman asked about having the north south alley closed to keep his neighbor from cutting through his yard.  Tom England made a motion to start the process to close the 12 ft north south alley.  Gerry Brown seconded the motion.  All voted to approve.  Motion carried 4/0.
	Kelly Sutherlin spoke to the town council regarding her fence and the neighbors complaining about them not allowing Jason Westafer on their property to mow along the fence.  The neighbors called the police.  Town Attorney Marcel Lebbin told them to contact code enforcement or others regarding the problem.
	Paul Powers spoke in favor of Ricky Smith’s efforts regarding the five-corner intersection.  Paul Powers wanted to express his concern regarding the four unbuildable lots due to water table.  One lot is already sold. Paul wants to see the soil report when available.  
	Town Marshal Matt Wilber distributed the May Police Report.  A copy is filed with the minutes.  The wrecked police vehicle is back in service.  The complete side of decals needed to be ordered.  The piece that was not needed was installed on the front of the North Liberty Police Department window. 
	Utilities Manager Jason Lambright stated Hydro had returned to Jason Lambright this afternoon for Marcel’s report.  Both parties anticipate having ready for the work session.  Jason Lambright preparing for the festival.  
	Joe Reed met with Tom England, Town Marshal Matt Wilber, and Town Manager Jason Lambright regarding code enforcement and splitting the duties.    
	Joe Reed is working on the North Liberty Committee.  At the current time he has a 50% response rate for members to participate. 
            The North Liberty Town Council received change order # 7 for Potato Creek State Park Contract 4. Joe Reed made a motion to approve change order #7 for Potato Creek Utilities Contract 4.  Gerry Brown seconded the motion.  All voted to approve.  
	Randy Lemert asked Clerk Treasurer Vicki Kitchen if all the payments were complete for the Potato Creek Utility Project Contracts. She informed them that contracts 1, 2, 3, and 6 were complete, contracts 4 and 5 are getting close to completion.  There are still some retainages to be released.
	Randy Lemert asked Velvet Canada, Make Room Architecture and Design, LLC, for an update.  There was a walk through with St. Joseph County Building Department this morning.  They noted a few things that need to be changed.  Velvet Canada stated that the duplexes should be complete in 7 – 10 days.  This meeting will not be adjourned, and a walk-through of the duplexes will be done after the agenda is completed.   
	Problem properties and code enforcement letters were sent out and need to be followed up.  
	Shamrock Run Out lots and C were discussed.  Follow up discussion will be at the work session.  
	Vicki Kitchen reported St. Joseph County Assessor Mike Castellon held a town hall meeting at the North Liberty Community Building.  He explained to me that overall St. Joseph County assessed values went down on the average 1-4%.  North Liberty’s went down 9%, the highest in the county.  This is good news for taxpayers but not good for the 2027 budget.  
	The live streaming ended and the town council members, utilities manager, Velvet Canada, and the clerk treasurer toured all four duplexes at 101, 103, 105, and 107 W. Wabash.  A list was created for the concerns expressed by members of the tour.  	
  	After the tour of the four duplexes, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47.


Signed:					
_________________________________

Attest:							
_________________________
Vicki L. Kitchen, Clerk-Treasurer
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