
North Liberty Town Council Minutes – December 2, 2024
	The regular meeting of the North Liberty Town Council was held at the North Liberty Community Building.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and Will Groves, Jr. gave the Invocation.  Town Council  President Randy Lemert called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
	Town Council Members: Randy Lemert, Will Groves, Jr., Joe Reed, Jr., and Gerry Brown, Town Attorney Marcel Lebbin, Town Marshal Matt Wilber, Utilities Manager Jason Lambright, Deputy Clerk Jackie James, and Vicki Kitchen were in attendance.  Vice President Tom England, Utilities Manager Jason Lambright, and Rob Nichols from Abonmarche were not in attendance. There was one citizen in attendance.  The sign-in sheet is filed with the minutes.
	The consent agenda was presented for approval.  Joe Reed, Jr. made a motion to approve the consent agenda which included the Town Council Minutes November 18, 2024, Payroll Docket #24, and the vouchers as presented. Gerry Brown seconded the motion. All voted to approve. Motion passed 4/0.
	Will Groves, Jr. reported for Jason.  The Wabash St. utilities are complete.  
	Town Marshal Matt Wilber reported Lights of Liberty was well attended.  Three officers were on duty during the event.  Town Marshal Wilber reported Matt Owens resigned effective December 1, 2024.
	Town Attorney Marcel Lebbin explained Liberty Lanes filed for their liquor license, and it is on hold until an enabling ordinance is passed granting approval from the North Liberty Town Council.  Discussion followed.  Gerry Brown made a motion to approve Ordinance #2024-09 AN ORDINANCE TO ALLOW ALCOHOL PERMITS WITHIN THE TOWN OF NORTH LIBERTY.  Will Groves, Jr. seconded the motion.  Three voted to approve, Joe Reed voted no.  Motion passed 3/1.
	The 2025 salaries were discussed.  The ordinances prepared were for a 6% increase.  Discussion followed.  Joe Reed made a motion to approve Salary Ordinances #2024-10 Town Council, Ordinance #2024-11 North Liberty Park Board, Ordinance #2024-12 NLPD wages with a $125.00 bi-weekly adjustment for Matt Wilber in lieu of the Town’s health insurance, Ordinance #2024-14 North Liberty Street and Utilities, and Ordinance #2024-05 for the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office.  Gerry Brown seconded the motion.  All voted to approve.  Motion passed 4/0.
	Randy Lemert gave an update on the conference call regarding health insurance costs and options.  The current health care provider has a 15% increase.  Our agent is working on other options.  The insurance renewal is January 1, 2025.  Discussion followed.  Joe Reed made a motion for Randy Lemert and Vicki Kitchen to approve the health insurance coverage as long as it is 15% or less.  Gerry Brown seconded the motion.  All voted to approve.  Motion carried 4/0.
	No problem properties were discussed.  
	Sara Williams said the property at 102 S. Main Street had poor time on listing. She is going to contact commercial realtors to discuss options for this location.
	Joe Reed asked about utility leak insurance and what other communities do.  Discussion followed.
	Rob Nichols was unable to attend tonight, he did text that the last road crossing to be done next week.
	Randy Lemert and Marcel Lebbin gave an update on the Townhouse project.  Town Attorney Marcel Lebbin is working on a contract to be signed by Randy Lemert when completed.  The Town of North Liberty will meet the federal deadline to be under contract by December 31, 2024 for the ARPA funds.
	DLZ submitted a proposal for the legal description for the first 4 lots, legal description for sanitary sewer easement review townhouse elevations, as-built drawings for town water and sewer lines, and review townhouse drawings for town water and sewer service lines not to exceed $9,000.  Town Attorney Lebbin reviewed the scope of work prior to the meeting.  Gerry Brown made a motion to approve the DLZ workorder not to exceed $9,000 for the townhouse project. Will Groves, Jr. seconded the motion.  All voted to approve.  Motion carried 4/0.
The 2025 meeting dates were discussed before publication.
The nepotism forms were distributed for signature.
	Gerry Brown reported there is no update on the Tree Board.    
	Sara Williams gave an update on Lights of Liberty.  She reported that the chamber annual meeting will be held on January 10, 2025 with a short business meeting and a drawing following the meeting.
	The year end meeting will be December 30, 2024 at 5 P.M.
  	Gerry Brown made a motion to adjourn at 6:42 P.M.  Joe Reed, Jr. seconded the motion.  All voted to approve.  The vote was unanimous.


Signed:					
_________________________________

Attest:							
_________________________
Vicki L. Kitchen, Clerk-Treasurer
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