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Meeting Minutes, February 10, 2025

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Those in attendance were: John Krhin, Lori Brane, Nikki Brubaker, Jordan Tandy, Pam Whitener,
Tracie Hensley, Teresa Snyder, Jeff Smith, Homer Miller, Rita Miller, Idris Krhin, Jerry Whitener,
Maria Smyth, Tom Simpson, Ethel Eib, Brian Linkenhoker, Sharon Pattee, Alex Downard, Rob
Bellucci, Jed Derck, Mark Bendict.

Lori made a motion to approve the January 2025 minutes, Nikki seconded and the motion was
approved 3-0.

Alex Downard explained the Stellar Pathways Grant in regards to the “Stormwater Challenge”.
Wabash County was awarded $4,000,000. And LaFontaine was designated to receive $784,000
for the Stormwater Project for construction.

Rob Bellucci from Commonwealth spoke about 12 options for improving stormwater issues in
LaFontaine. The main issue is Grant Creek and that is not something the town can change
because Grant Creek is controlled by the State of Indiana. But the infrastructure of draining can
be improved. Commonwealth believes storm sewer improvements can be made by upgrading
some smaller pipes and extending pipes in other areas. We will need to have two public
hearings regarding this project. Construction could begin this fall.

A citizen was concerned about starting the project and funding would disappear. The state
actually has this money already, so there is no fear that will happen.

Several citizens voiced concerns that these improvements to the stormwater system would
actually bring the water to Grant Creek sooner. Under a normal rain event the improvements
will benefit the Town. A significant rain event will not show much improvement. But this is not
controlled by the Town Board. The creek needs to be twice the size it is now and that is
controlled by the State. Mr. Bellucci stated that once they start the designs there may be an
option of a draining pond.

Lori made a motion to support the Environmental Clearance to Stormwater OCRA Grant, Nikki
seconded, approved 3-0.

The Water Project Right of Way map was approved. Documents were approved at the January
Council Meeting.

The Park Board will have four members with staggered terms, one to four years. This will allow
the Town to receive funding for the Park via Grants. John motioned to approve Ordinance
1-2025 Lori seconded, carried 3-0. The Town has 90 days to appoint members.



Fire Department Report was given by Fire Chief Tom Simpson: for December they had 9 fire
runs and 16 EMS calls. For January, 1 fire call and 9 EMS.

Marshal Report: 20 Service calls; 26 traffic stops with 2 tickets and 24 warnings; 4 assist other
agencies; 2 background checks; 1 ordinance violation; 4 total arrests; 2 crash reports and
training. Both vehicles had routine maintenance.

Utility Report: Stone was put down at the town clean-up area. They are actively working on the
street sweeper, it will need some repair. The Meters should be shipped by the end of February
and should be installed in March. They have installed a 6 inch master meter at Fountainvue.

Clerk’s Report: All banks are reconciled. 51 disconnect letters were mailed. Two residents were
disconnected but have paid and are reconnected. The 2023 Federal Audit is now posted on the
SBOA website. Ribble will begin painting the interior of Town Hall on February 17". Carpet
installation will start March 10", W2s and 1099 forms are completed and distributed. The Fiscal
Year 2024 has been closed. Reports are in the process of being downloaded to the DLGF
website.

Bills for approval $54,275. Nikki motioned to approve, Lori seconded, carried at 3-0.

Two Fountainvue residents were evicted but they didn’t notify us until July. Water was used
while they were supposedly gone. The Board says we must follow the ordinance. We will look
at the ordinance and discuss it at the March meeting.

Salary Ordinance 4-2025 was approved. John Motioned, Lori seconded, carried 3-0.

Animal ordinance was changed to allow chickens,roosters are prohibited. Lori motioned to
approve Ordinance 2-2025, Nikki seconded, carried 3-0.

Off Road Ordinance is tabled until March.

A citizen was concerned that by going to the Mater Meters at Fountainvue, the Town would be
losing money. The Board will research and discuss at the March meeting.

Maria Smyth will bring information in March regarding the six benches and planters to be placed
on Branson Street.

A citizen was concerned about brush on the banks of the ditch behind his house. The utility
department will address this concern.

A citizen asked about an abandoned dog at Fountainvue. The advice was to call animal control
of Wabash County.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. Lori motioned to adjourn at 7:50 PM. John seconded,
motion carried 3-0.

Respectfully Submitted By,
Teresa Snyder
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer



