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M5. BOYCE: |1'd like to cal

to order this February 25, 2026, |ndi ana
El ecti on Conmm ssion Public Session. The
foll ow ng nenbers of the Conm ssion are
present, nyself, Chairman Beth Boyce, Suzannah
W son Overholt, our vice chairnman, John
West ercanp, nmenber. W are waiting -- our
ot her nenber of the Conmm ssion will be here
shortly. She got a little tied up this
nmorni ng, so we are going to go ahead get
started and keep everyone on tinme, but she
will be comng in shortly, and our other
menber, Karen Cel esti no-Hor senan.

We have with us the Indiana El ection
D vision staff, co-directors, Brad King and
Angi e Nussneyer, co-general counsel, Matthew
Kochevar and Val eri e Waycha.

We'd i ke to introduce our court reporter,
Li ndsay Bola, fromCrcle Cty Reporting. And
before we continue, | want to rem nd everyone
on behalf of our court reporter to identify
your sel f when begi nning to speak, spell your
nane when identifying yourself, speak clearly,
do not speak at the sane tine as others, just

so that nmakes her job a little easier.
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Next up is the docunentation of conpliance
with our OQpen Door Law. | request that
co-directors confirmthat the Conmm ssion
meeti ng has been properly noticed as required
under the Open Door Law.

MR. KING  Madam Chair, and nenbers
of the Conmm ssion, on behalf of nyself and
Co-Director Nussneyer, we certify that proper
notice was given in conpliance with the
requi rements of the Open Door Law.

M5. BOYCE: Thank you very nuch.

Next up we will have the approval of the
Novenber 3, 2025, and the Novenber 10, 2025,
I ndi ana El ecti on Conmm ssi on neeti ng n nutes.
| recognize the co-directors to present the
m nutes of the referenced neetings.

MR, KING  Madam Chai r man, nenbers of
t he Conm ssion, on behalf of nyself and
Co-Director Nussneyer, we certify that we have
reviewed the mnutes and submtted themto you
wi th our reconmmendation for your approval.

M5. BOYCE: Very good. |Is there a
nmoti on to approve each of the m nutes as
present ed?

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: So noved.
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MS. BOYCE: |Is there a second?

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

M5. BOYCE: Any di scussion? Hearing
none, all in favor say "aye."

M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay." The
ayes have it and the notion to approve each of
these mi nutes i s adopted.

Next we have the authorization of use of
t he Conmi ssioner's signhature stanps. |Is there
consent by each nenber to authorize | ndiana
El ection Division staff to use the nenber's
signature stanp on the orders and ot her
docunents approved at this neeting?

M5, WLSON OVERHOLT: Consent .

MR, WESTERCAMP: Consent.

MS. BOYCE: | assune we'll need to
foll ow back up once she arrives. Each nenber
present having consented, it is so ordered.
Just remnd ne to do that when she gets here.

Okay. Up next we'll have the
adm ni stration of the oaths. Any person who
plans to testify at today's hearing on any

matter, including candi date chal |l enges, pl ease
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stand for the adm nistration of the oath. 1'd
li ke to recogni ze Matt hew Kochevar to
adm ni ster the oath.

MR. KOCHEVAR: Pl ease raise your
ri ght hand and say | do after adm nistration
of the oath.

Do you solemly swear or affirmunder the
penalties of perjury that the testinony you're
about to give to the Indiana El ection
Commi ssion is the truth, the whole truth, and
not hi ng but the truth? Please say | do.

(Si mul taneous "1 do.")

MR. KOCHEVAR: Thank you.

M5. BOYCE: Very good. Before
proceedi ng with our candi date chal | enge
heari ngs, the Conm ssion will consider
approval of canpaign finance orders from
previ ous neetings and the ratification of
settl enent agreenments regardi ng canpai gn
fi nance vi ol ati ons. I recogni ze the
co-directors to present these orders.

MR. KING  Madam Chair, and nenbers
of the Conmm ssion, on behalf of nyself and
Co-Di rector Nussneyer, we have revi ewed the

draft orders 2025-677 through 2025-698 and
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certify that they are in conpliance with the
determ nati ons nade in the m nutes neetings
whi ch you just approved.

M5. BOYCE: (kay. Is there a notion
to adopt orders 2025-677 through 698 as
present ed?

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: So noved.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

M5. BOYCE: Any di scussion? Hearing

none, all in favor say "aye.

M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Aye.

M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay." The
ayes have it, and the notion to approve these
orders i s adopted.

Is there a notion to ratify the canpaign
fi nance settl enent agreenent as presented and
to authorize election division staff to use
our signature stanps on all matters approved
by the Comm ssion at today's neeting.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: So noved.

MS. BOYCE: |Is there a second?

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

M5. BOYCE: Any di scussion? Hearing

none, all in favor say "aye.
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M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Aye.

M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay." The
ayes have it, and the notion to ratify the
settl enment agreenents i s adopted.

Next we'll go through and adopt the
candi dat e chal | enge heari ng procedure. In the
past, the Conm ssion has foll owed certain
procedures for conducti ng candi date chal |l enge
heari ngs, and | nove that the Conm ssion use
the foll ow ng procedures today:

When each candi date chall enge is call ed,
the hearing will begin by recognizing el ection
division staff to provide information about
t he docunments provided to the Conm ssion
menbers, including candi date chall enge forns
and the notice given to the candidate and the
chal l enger. Unless there is objection, the
docunents provided to the Comm ssion by the
El ection Division will be entered into the
record of this neeting. After the election
division staff conpletes its presentation, the
chal l enger will be recogni zed first.

The chal |l enger or the chall enger's

aut hori zed representative, if witten
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aut hori zati on has been filed with the El ection
Di vision, may present their case for no nore
than seven m nutes unl ess the Conmi ssion votes
to allow additional tine for the presenter.
Conm ssi on nenbers nay ask questions
during a presentation, but the tine spent
answering these questions will not be counted
agai nst the presenter's tine. The El ection
Di vi sion nay signal the Chair when a
presenter's tinme is up. If the presenter
of fers additi onal docunents or other physical
evi dence not previously received by the
Conmmi ssi on, then the original nust be provided
to the Election Division, Valerie, to preserve
for the record.
The candi date or the candidate's
aut hori zed representative, if witten
aut hori zati on has been filed with the El ection
Di vision, will be recogni zed foll ow ng the
| ast presentation by a challenger. The
candi date may present their case for no nore
than seven m nutes unl ess the Conmi ssion votes
to allow additional tine for the presenter.
Fol |l owm ng presentation by a chall enger,

t he candi date may cross-exam ne the
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chal l enger. Follow ng the presentation by a
candi date, a chall enger may cross-exani ne the
candi date. The cross-exam nation in all cases
is limted to two mi nutes unl ess the

Conmi ssion votes to all ow additional tinme.
The cross-exam nation nust be limted to
questions regardi ng statenents made by the
presenter. Followi ng the presentation by a
candi date, the chall enger may present a
rebuttal of no nore than two n nutes.

The Conmm ssion may di sm ss the cause of
any chal |l enger who has failed to appear or
testify before the Comm ssion. |If nore than
one chal | enger has been fil ed agai nst an
i ndi vi dual candi date, the Comm ssi on nay
consol idate the chall enges, but will provide
t he sane anmount of tinme for each individua
chal | enger and equal tine to the candi date.

Is there a second to ny notion for the
Comm ssion to adopt these procedures for
t oday' s candi date chal | enge heari ngs?

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Second.
M5. BOYCE: Any di scussion by the
menbers? H; welcone. |If there's no further

di scussi on, the question is on the adoption of
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the notion. Al in favor say "aye.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay." The
ayes have it, and the notion is approved.

kay. So we will back up. Thank you.
Wel cone. Sorry about the delay this norning.
We did the vote on the use of the Conm ssion's
si gnature stanps, so we want to back up and
all ow you the chance to give your consent for
t hem

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Consent .

Ms. BOYCE: Very good. So an agenda
has been published, of course, for this
meeting, and if you see under Item6 lists all
of the candi date chall enge hearings. | think
we are going to, perhaps, sort of reorder
these a bit, and we're going to skip ahead and
do letter "L" through "P," we're going to do
those first, and then we will go back and
start with "A'"

So | would |like to nake a notion to,
agai n, reorder under Item 6, reorder those,
take "L" through "P" first and then proceed to
N

10
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MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: Second.
M5. BOYCE: All those in favor pl ease

signify by saying "aye.
W LSON OVERHOLT: Aye.
WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

5 5 30

BOYCE: Opposed, "nay." Ckay.
Very good. Ckay. Up first will be letter
"L," which the cause is the 2026-07, Kern v.
Val ker .

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Excuse ne,
Madam Chai rman, | have a question on the
pr ocedur e.

MS. BOYCE: Sur e.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  These are
all the ones where the candi date has
w t hdr awn?

M5. BOYCE: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Can we take
them as a group? Since we have no candi dat e
before us, they're all nobot at this point.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: O at least "L"
t hrough "O "

M5. BOYCE: As long as it relates in

11
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M5. WAYCHA: Yeah. | would say each
cause needs a ruling. You know, the Wl kers
can all be grouped together and then the
George case woul d need a separate ruling.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So, now,
what are we ruling since there's no candi date
before us?

MS. WAYCHA: W as staff cannot numke
a decision to take a person off the ball ot
wi t hout you, the Comm ssion, giving us that
consent, so we need you to give us that
per m ssi on.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Thank you

M5. BOYCE: So as we were just
di scussing, initens "L" through "Q " that all
concerns the sane candi date.

M5. WAYCHA: And | don't know if you
want to nmake a notion to consoli date.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: | nove to
consol i date agenda itens "L" through "Q"
whi ch were addressed in the candi dacy of Chris
Wal ker for State Representative District 34.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

MS. BOYCE: Al those in favor of

consolidating itenms "L" through "O' pl ease

12
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signify by saying "aye.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."

Mbti on passes.

Ckay. Do we want staff to then sort of
talk us through the issue and then we vote on
it?

MR KI NG Madam Chai r man, yes, that
woul d be ny recommendati on as co-director, and
"1l defer to Co-Director Nussneyer if she has
addi ti onal thoughts.

M5. NUSSMEYER: | agree with ny
counterpart.

Ms. BOYCE: Very good. As stated in
the notion, this is the matter of the
chal | enge for candi date Chris Wl ker,
candi date for the Republican Party nom nati on
for Indiana State Representative District 34.
If you could tell us, maybe kind of update us
alittle bit on this situation.

MS. WAYCHA: Yes. WMadam Chair,

Comm ssi on nenbers, this candi date has

wi t hdrawn hi s candi dacy, and so, really, the

13
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matter is noot. But since we have a CAN-1
chal | enge before it, we as staff cannot
dismiss it so we bring the CAN-1 chall enge to
t he Conm ssion to give us gui dance.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Madam Chai r
I nove that we except the w thdraw of
candi dacy by Chris Wal ker on Causes "L"
t hrough "O' and di sm ss.

MS. BOYCE: W have a notion.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

MS. BOYCE: And a second. Moti on and

a second to disnmss Chris Wal ker as a
candi date for the Republican Party nom nati on

for Indiana State Representative District 34.

Al'l those in favor signify by saying "aye.
M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT:  Aye.
MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."
Mbti on passes.
Okay. Next we will do Item"P," which is
Cause 2026-09, Pearson-Jones v. George, which
is for the Denpbcratic Party nom nation for

I ndi ana State Representative District 36.

M5. WAYCHA: Once agai n, Madam Chair,

14
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this candi date has wi t hdrawn, but the CAN-1
chal l enge is before the Comm ssion for its
deci si on.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | nove that
we except the withdraw of this candi date,
Br ookel ynne George, and that we dism ss the
chal | enge.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

MS. BOYCE: W have a notion and a

second to dismss this challenge. Al those

in favor signify by saying "aye.
M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT:  Aye.
Ms. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR, WESTERCAMP: Aye.
M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."
Mboti on passed. Very good. Ckay. Thank you
for being patient with that.

Let's now go back. W will start with
ltem"A, " which is cause 2026-01, Ni eneyer v.
Mayers, for the Republican Party nom nation
for U S. Representative District 1.

MR. NIEMEYER  For the record, 1'1]1
apol ogi ze about ny voice. | had one of those

colds that went through and left ne with an

aftermat h, but nanme's Randy, R A-N-D Y, | ast
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nane, Ni eneyer, N-I-E-ME-Y-E-R ' mthe
chai rman of the Lake County Republican Party.

M5. BOYCE: Very good.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Madam
Chai rman, can | ask a question?

MS. BOYCE: Sur e.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: I's the
person bei ng chal |l enged here today?

MS. BOYCE: | don't believe so.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So as staff,
can we go ahead and just say we --

MR. WVESTERCAMP: W adopted the rul es
that said if sonebody doesn't show, they
defaulted. | nove that we dism ss this case
as a default because the candi date's not here.

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Wait. Wait.

MR, WESTERCAMP: l"msorry.

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Uphol di ng the
chal | enge.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Uphol di ng t he
chal | enge.

M5. BOYCE: So say that again.

MR. WESTERCAMP: | nove we uphold the
chal | enge since the candidate isn't here and

is defaulted under the rules that we adopted
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earlier.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: Second.

M5. BOYCE: Okay. We have a notion
and second to uphold this chall enge. Again,

I'"ll read the Cause No. 2026-01. All those in

favor signify by saying "aye.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT:  Aye.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."

Mbti on passes.

MR. NI EMEYER:  Thank you.

MR. KING  Madam Chair, nenbers of
t he Conm ssion, to perfect the record,
ordinarily the Comm ssion would direct the
El ection Division to anmend the certification
previously issued to the counties and to
reflect the decision in this matter.

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. On just that one
or all the ones we've already done?

MR KING Wth regard to -- you can
do the ones you' ve al ready done, but
specifically this natter because the
precedent's before you.

Ms. BOYCE: Gkay. You want us to do
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that after each one?

MR. KING That, typically, has been
the practice of the Comm ssion, but, again,
you have flexibility regardi ng procedure.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Mdtion at the end --

MS. BOYCE: Yeah. Since we've kind
of already started, if that's okay. GOkay. So
up next is Item"B." Item"B," Cause
No. 2026-02, Altnan v. Lovely for the
Denocratic Party nom nation for U S.
Representative District 4.

MR. KOCHEVAR: Did you say
Cause No. 2026-027?

M5. BOYCE: Yes.

MR, KOCHEVAR: I s Cause No. 2026-04.
The cause nunbers are in the order that we
recei ved the CAN-1s, but the agenda has been
arranged goi ng down fromthe top and
backwar ds.

MS. BOYCE: In nunerical order?

MR. KOCHEVAR: I n nunerical order.

So this is actually Cause No. 2026 -- no, it
is 02.

MS. BOYCE: It's District 4, but it's

Cause No. 2.
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MR. KOCHEVAR: | don't do nunbers.

MS. BOYCE: There's a |ot of nunbers,
so patience, patience. So, |I'msorry, let's
reset. Cause 2026-02, Altnman v. Lovely for
the Denocratic Party nom nation for U S.
Representative District 4.

MR. ALTMAN. Thank you. Good
morning. |'mJerry Altnan.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Madam
Chai rman, may | ask a question?

MS. BOYCE: Sur e.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Is the
person being chall enged here today? |Is
M. Lovely here?

MR. ALTMAN: | don't recognize him
but that's a good questi on.

MS. BOYCE: | don't believe so.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Then, Madam
Chair, I would nake a notion that based upon
the rul es adopted that since we have a
default, that we enter a default here and go
ahead and grant the chall enge.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

MS. BOYCE: W have a notion and

second to uphold this challenge. Based on --
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MS. NUSSMEYER: Madam Chair, |
apol ogi ze, and I am not the attorney here, but
I think M. Altman probably does need to
i ntroduce hinself for the record so that it
appears that he is present, the candidate is
not .

M5. BOYCE: (kay. If you could go
ahead and - -

MR KI NG | concur.

M5. BOYCE: I f you could go ahead and
i ntroduce yourself and spell your nane.

MR, ALTMAN: Sur e. Sure. Very good.
I*"'mJderry Altnan. |''man attorney practicing
in law since 1965 in Wiite County, Indiana. I
represent Kathy Altnan, who is the signature
of this matter. W, just to digress just
briefly, even though it's a default matter,
the person that filed a CAN, we were inforned
t hey never voted as a Denocrat.

W went to check and get the record and we
went to Jasper County Clerk's Ofice -- | say
we -- and obtai ned an application and found
out he had voted once as a Denocrat.

M5. BOYCE: Thank you very nuch.

Coul d you pl ease spell your | ast nane.

20
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MR, ALTMAN.  A-L-T-MA-N.
M5. BOYCE: Perfect. Thank you very

nmuch.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay.
Should | restate ny notion then? | nake a
nmotion to -- the candidate that's being

chal | enged by default is not here, so by
default | nove that we go ahead and grant the
chal l enge and give M. Altman his victory
t oday.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

M5. BOYCE: Okay. We have a notion
and a second to uphold the chall enge in Cause
No. 2026-02. Al those in favor signify by

sayi ng "aye.
M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT:  Aye.
Ms. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
MS. BOYCE: Opposed say "nay." Very
good. Thank you very nuch.
MR. ALTMAN. Thank you very nuch.
Have a good day.
M5. NUSSMEYER: | apol ogi ze agai n.

M. Altman appears to be anmendi ng his

chal | enge by his testinony because the

21
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chal l enge itself said he never voted, but he

learned, in fact, that the individual did vote

in one primary, so | don't know if that
matters for the record. I just wanted to
raise it because it's not consistent with the
docunentation here and | just wanted to nake
sure it was --

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSENMAN: For purpose
of default --

MR, WESTERCAMP: W nade a deci sion
based on --
NUSSMEYER: Thank you.
BOYCE: Thank you.
ALTMAN:  Thank you very nuch.

525 7

BOYCE: Have a good day. Be

careful driving back to Monticell o.

Okay. Up next, Item C, which is Cause No.

2026- 16, Gllant v. WIson for Republican
Party nom nation for Indiana State Senate
D strict 38.

MS. WAYCHA: |'m not sure that
everyone on this panel has already taken the
oat h.

MR. BOPP: | thought there would be

enough tinme to ask questions of the w tness,

22
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and that's not the case, so | have to put
that --

MR. KOCHEVAR: |Is the testinony
you' re about to give to the Indiana El ection
Comm ssion the truth, the whole truth, and
not hi ng but the truth?

MR. BOPP: | do.

MR. KOCHEVAR: Thank you.

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. So in this case we
have -- hold on one second. The chall enger, |
beli eve, M. Bopp, you're representing the
chal | enger ?

MR BOPP: I am

M5. BOYCE: So you will have seven

mnutes. And I'mnot quite sure since we

haven't done this yet. W is our tinmekeeper?
M5. WAYCHA: |*"'m going to be the

ti nekeeper. | will start with seven. | think

my phone is loud, but 1'll keep it by the

m cr ophone so everybody can hear it.

M5. BOYCE: kay.

M5. WAYCHA: Wul d you like ne to
read in for the record just what's on the
CAN- 17

M5. BOYCE: Yes.

23
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M5. WAYCHA: So in this case we have

Okay. | will start the

timer if you' re ready.

Ms5. BOYCE: Go ahead and just state
your nane and spell it for us, please.

MR. BOPP: My nanme is Janes Bopp, "B"
as in Boy, O "P" as in Paul, "P' as in Paul,
Jr. | represent M. Gall ant. | submtted a
letter with exhibits. Are those exhibits
before you all? |If not, | have copies.

M5. BOYCE: Yes, dated February 18.
Yes. We have all that.

MR. BOPP: Thank you. And |I nove the
adm ssion of the exhibits.

M5. BOYCE: Yes. Hearing no
obj ecti on, yeah.

MR. BOPP: Thank you. This is a
chal l enge to Al exandra WIson, who has fil ed

candi dacy for State Senate District 38, and

24
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information to her. Were we can go through
the fact that she nmarri ed and di vorced a

Gabill and and then married a WI son.
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The Wlson, if you turn to IE 23, you wl|
find the marri age record of an Al exandra
Rachelle Grabill, and we have in here the
docunents of her marriage and di vorce where
she is asked to provide her nmi den nane, which
she provi des Anderson, and the date of birth,

11/ 1/ 2591, which corresponds exactly to the

Furthernore, there is an interesting item
on E 3, and that is on -- and this is her
CAN- 2 where she provides her enmil, and her
|
is her date of birth provided on the IR
|
I \obody does that unless

that's the person. And many peopl e have emi l
addresses that they' ve used throughout, you
know, substantial period of tine and used the
same one even though they're nmarried. One of
my daughters does that, still using Bopp as
opposed to (unintelligible).

So these provide direct evidence that the

candi date was the person in 2010 that

26




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R PR R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

27

indirect -- there's other circunstanti al
evi dence that we provide in great detail here,
each providing links to Anderson to W/ son.

So we believe we have established, based
upon public record and adm ssions by the
candi date, that she was -- she was Al exandra

Rachel | e Anderson and that that person

e
I ' have nothing further at this

poi nt . I would have wal ked t hrough those if
you woul d have given ne nore tine.

M5. BOYCE: Are there any questions?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do we hear
fromthe other side first?

MS. BOYCE: Well, | didn't know Can
we i ndividually question himduring his
presentation, and then we'll hear fromthe
ot her side, yeah. Gkay. So you all have
seven m nutes.

M5. DEWESTER: Thank you. M/ nane is
Samant ha DeWester, and I'mthe attorney for
Ms. WIlson, who is sitting next to ne, who
has been chall enged. Had | been asked, we
woul d admit that that is her. W could have

shaved sone tine off M. Bopp's tine. That
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is, in fact, her.
But, first, | want to direct the
Conmi ssion's attention --

M5. BOYCE: Can you pl ease spell your

narme.
M5. DEWESTER: Oh, sorry. Samant ha,

SS-AAMA-NT-HA -- if | speak too fast, let ne

know -- last nane is DeWster,

D-E-WE-S-T-EFR | get yelled at all the tine

by court reporters; used to it.
kay. So first | would ask the Conm ssion

to direct your attention to the docunents that

| provided.
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MS. BOYCE: Have to cut you off.

MS. DEWESTER:  Ckay. Thank you.
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M5. BOYCE: Gkay. So had the
seven-m nute presentations by both parti es.

At this point, go back to ny begi nning. W
have a chance for you to question themfor two
m nut es.

MR. BOPP: "1l pass on the
questi ons.

MS. BOYCE: O the reverse.

M5. DEVWESTER  No, thank you. 11
pass on that as well.

M5. BOYCE: kay.

MR. BOPP: Are we able to rebuttal ?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | said we
get to ask questi ons.

MR. BOPP: Ckay. But that cones up,
| ater, okay. Thank you. Just clarifying.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | have to
tell you that having dealt with this issue
nmyself in the past for candi dates and
everything, | was fascinated to read this and
| was very delighted to hear that we have two
such excellent election | aw attorneys that
were going to be up here addressing it.

Because the way | read it, and | can be

wong -- believe it or not, it's been that way
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in the past before -- the way | read it is

t hat when you use, as Ms. DeWster noted,

MS. BOYCE: Could | ask a question?
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Sur e.

MS. BOYCE: Thank you.
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So having said all of that, M. Bopp,

pl ease tell nme if I'mwong and how |I' m wr ong.
MR BOPP:. Wll, | hate to say
anyone's wong, | just have a different point

So the first thing that happened was a
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MS. BOYCE: Any other questions?

Thought s?

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: What about
Ms. DeWester, she want to --

M5. BOYCE: They each get two

m nutes. W skipped over that part; |
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apol ogi ze. You have two m nutes.

M5. DEVWESTER. Are we both doing it
or was that considered his rebuttal ?

M5. WAYCHA: Those were questions. I
was going to say each of you do get two
m nutes. Are you done with questioning? All
right. Il will start the clock with the two
mnutes. Did we say in the order who got to
go first?

MR. BOPP: I think |I've adequately
said ny piece. Thank you for the questions.

MS. WAYCHA: Ms. DeWester, |'Ill start
the two mnute tinmer for you.

M5. DEWESTER:  Thank you. Thank you,
guys, for listening to all this because it is

extrenely inportant to ne as soneone that's

never m ssed an election since | was 18 and

50
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So | would ask that you pl ease deny the
chal |l enge and allow her to renain on the
bal | ot .

M5. BOYCE: Okay. GOkay. Any other
foll ow up questions? Thoughts? | would
entertain a notion then on this chall enge
Cause No. 2026-16.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: 1'Ill npbve to
deny the chall enge.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  |'11 second.

MS. BOYCE: W have a notion and a

second to deny the challenge. All those in

favor say please signify by saying "aye.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

M5. BOYCE: (Qpposed?

MR, WESTERCAMP: No.

M5. BOYCE: No. Ckay. Yes, sO in
that case we have a two-two notion. | would
ask for an opposite notion to exhaust
adm ni strative renedies in the event of an
appeal to a court.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So nobved.
MS. BOYCE: Second. So in this

52
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case --

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Coul d you
expl ai n because | thought the opposite
nmotion -- so you're not noving to approve the
chal | enge?

MR. WESTERCAMP: | thought that's
what we were doi ng.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: Cause,
adm ni strative renedy --

MR. WESTERCAMP: That's that --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So what is
t he | anguage in the notion agai n?

MR. WESTERCAMP: He suggested that we
exhaust -- we grant a notion exhausting
adm ni strative renedies, so --

Ms. BOYCE: So we need to uphold the
chal | enge?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Grant the
chal | enge.

MR. WESTERCAMP: To grant, the
reci procal of what you just said.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: "' mjust saying
t hey exhaust adm nistrative renedi es, that
seens |li ke there has to be a ruling on both

options of the notion, and then after that
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there are admi nistrative renedi es that can be
pur sued, but noving to exhaust the
adm ni strative renedi es seens prenature at
t his poi nt because who knows what's going to
happen if you nove -- because right now t here
hasn't been a notion to grant.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Are you suggesting
two nore notions?

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: One nore.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: | don't care if
you nove to grant it or not, but it -- what
does Valerie --

MS. WAYCHA: Yes. The idea is that
we vote to uphold the chall enge and t hen not
to uphold the chall enge, that we vote both
ways so that if they go to court they can say
t hese adm nistrative renedi es were exhausted
and that way if they appeal to a circuit or
superior court the court has jurisdiction.

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Moving to
exhaust adm nistrative renedi es seens odd to
nme because --

M5. BOYCE: So just to clarify the

noti on --
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MR. WESTERCAMP: |'m noving to grant
the chall enge on the matter before us and that
we' re exhausting adm ni strative renedi es
through this notion. Are you --

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: It's up to the
parties to argue whet her they're exhausting

adm ni strati ve renedi es.

M5. WAYCHA: | think her point it
is --

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: The party, if
they take judicial -- if you' re assuni ng

they're going to take judicial review then
t hey are argue whet her or not they've
exhausted adm ni strative renedies, that's
the -- | don't know why we are noving on
whet her admi ni strative renedi es have been
exhaust ed.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | f one side
wants to say, oh, you didn't exhaust
adm ni strative renedies, we don't want to,
ourselves, be in the mddle of that. Al we
want to do is say we denied it, we granted it,
fail ed, whatever.

MR. WESTERCAMP: It's nmy notion, so

you can vote against it, but I've nade the
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noti on. Is there a second?
Ms. BOYCE: Yes, which | already did
make t hat second. So all those in favor of

uphol di ng the chall enge signify by sayi ng

aye.
WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

BOYCE: Aye. Opposed say "nay. "
CELESTI NO- HORSENMAN: Nay .

W LSON OVERHOLT: Nay .

55 5 o D

BOYCE: Ckay. In this case that
notion fails. So since it has not received
the three votes required for official action
by the Comm ssion, both notions having fail ed,
the Election Division is directed to include
the nane of M. WIson on the certified |ist
of primary candi dates sent to the county

el ection boards. Thank you.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: M. Bopp

t hank you agai n. I love a good-spirited
di scussi on. | know we can al ways get that.
Thank you.

MS. BOYCE: Ckay. Let's see, up next
is IltemD, which is 2026-03, N eneyer v.
Nel son. This is for the Republican Party

nomi nation for Indiana State Representative
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D strict 12.

MS. NUSSMEYER: Madam Chair, if |
m ght, and, Valerie and Brad, | don't know if
you' ve | ooked at your emails, but Joe sent
over an enmail during this |ast hearing
regarding M. Nel son, who submitted a letter
to the office Joe file stanped and sent to us
essentially admtting that he | acked the vote
history. So | don't know if that is sonething
you want to read into the record as part of
the start of the hearing, but | just wanted to
raise it so you knew that that had happened.

MR KI NG Madam Chair, if | mght,
the Joe that is referenced in nmy counterpart's
statenment just nowis Joe McClain. He is ny
executi ve assi stant Republican

(unintelligible) of the Election Division.

M5. WAYCHA: | would say just to
foll ow precedent, | believe we have a default
here. | do not see M. Nelson present, and I

woul d reconmend going with a default that
we - -

M5. BOYCE: How about we | et you
state your name again, spell it for the court

reporter, just to acknow edge that you are
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here.

MR. NI EMEYER  Randy Ni eneyer,
RA-NDY NI-E-ME-Y-E-R Lake County
Republican Party Chairman, and you all have
figured out the key to shutting up a
politician, so congratul ations.

M5. BOYCE: Okay. So at this point,
since the other party is not here, | would
| ook for a notion to address this chall enge.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | nove that
because the other side is not -- the person
bei ng chal | enged has not shown, so, therefore,
defaulted and I nove to dism ss the chall enge.

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: To uphold the
chal | enge.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: To uphol d
t he chal | enge, yes, sorry.

MS. BOYCE: So we have a notion. Do
we have a second?

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

M5. BOYCE: Okay. We have a notion

and a second to uphold this challenge. Al

those in favor signify by saying "aye.
MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: Aye.

Ms. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

MS5. BOYCE: Opposed say "nay." Very
good. Motion passes. Thank you very nuch.

MR. NI EMEYER  Thank you for your
servi ce.

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. Up next is ItemeE,
Cause No. 2026-08, Crispin v. Townsend. This
is for the Denpbcratic Party nom nation for
| ndi ana State Representative District 36.
Good norni ng. Okay. If all of you could --
all of you were sworn in. Now, were you
sworn? | was thinking maybe -- sorry; |
t hought you cane in |later.

If you could all state your nanme and spell

your nane for the court reporter, please.

M5. TOANSEND: Ki nberly Townsend,
K-1-MB-E-R-L-Y, Townsend, T-OWN-S-E-N-D.

M5. BARTLETT: Good norning. Ali
Bartl ett here on behalf of the chall enger,
Birjan Crispin. My name is A-L-I
B-A-R-T-L-E-T-T.

MR. CRISPIN. Good norning, Madam
Chai rman, nmenbers of the Comm ssion, ny nane
is Birjan Crispin, the chall enger, a

regi stered voter the in Madi son County House
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District 36. First nane is B-1-R J-A-N, | ast
nane Crispin, GR1-SP-1-N

M5. BOYCE: Thank you. Looks li ke
t here's papers.

MS. WAYCHA: This is from | believe,
Ms. Townsend.

M5. BOYCE: Okay. So at this point
we will begin with the chall enger, and you all
recei ve seven mnutes, so once Valerie's ready
with our tinekeeper here. You can get
started.

M5. BARTLETT: Good norni ng, Madam
Chai rwoman, and nenbers of the Conmm ssion. |
thank you for having us. M nane is Ali
Bartlett. Like | said, |I'mhere on behalf of
the challenger, Birjan Crispin, who is a
regi stered voter House District 36.

We're here today to rightfully bring this
chal |l enge to the candi dacy of Ms. Townsend f or
| ndi ana State Representative of House
D strict 36.

Pur suant to I ndiana Code 3-8-1-5(d)(6)
candi date must be disqualified if the person
is subject to the Hatch Act or the Little
Hat ch Act.
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The Little Hatch Act, codified at 5 U S. C
1502; provides that a state or |ocal officer
or enployee may not [] if the salary of the
enpl oyee is paid conpletely, directly or
indirectly, by loans or grants nade by the
United States or a Federal agency, be a
candi date for elective office. (Source #1- 5
U S. C 1502).

Because Ms. Townsend is currently
enpl oyed, jointly, as Chief Executive Oficer
and Executive Director of the Anderson Housi ng
Aut hority, a public housing agency, and
Ander son Housing, Inc., a 501(c)3 nonprofit,
and the salary for the position of D rector of
t he Anderson Housing Authority is fully funded
by the U S. Departnent of Housi ng and U ban
Devel opnent (HUD), Ms. Townsend is subject to
the Little Hatch Act and, therefore,
disqualified fromrenmai ni ng a candi date
pursuant to I C 3-8-1-5(d)(6)(A.

Ms. Townsend holds two positions two
titles, two entities. One of these positions,
whi ch has a publicly reported, individualized
salary, is completely funded through federal

funds. Because Ms. Townsend i s, as such, an
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enpl oyee paid conpletely by a federa

agency, she may not becone a candi date for

el ective office pursuant to the Little Hatch
Act .

A publicly avail able audit report of the
Ander son Housi ng Aut hority, mandated by the
U S. Departnent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent, for which Ms. Townsend is
publicly identified in the role of Chief
Executive O ficer and Executive Director,
directly states that her position is fully
funded from operating funds from Secti ons 8
and 9 of the U S. Housing Act of 1937.

Ms. Townsends salary fromthis position
was |isted as $101, 240.56 at the tine of
publication of this |atest report (2023).

This figure was publicly reported in the
most recently published copy of HUD Form
52725, which is required for publication by
t he federal governnent.

The Form al so states that Ms. Townsends
salary is conpletely funded by the
af orenenti oned Sec. 8 and 9 feder al
funds.

As required for reporting on this Form

it
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was reported and attested, under penalty of
perjury, that the aforenentioned sal ary was
paid to Ms. Townsend for her service in this
role with Anderson Housing Authority. The Form
al so reports that $0 was paid from sources

ot her than the Sec. 8 and 9 federal funds.

Hence, Ms. Townsend is an enpl oyee paid

conpletely by a federal agency, and,

t herefore, may not becone a candi date for

el ective office pursuant to the Little Hatch
Act .

The report produced in conjunction wth
HUD Form 52725 mrrors the reporting to the
State of Indiana by the Anderson Housi ng
Aut hority.

In its required reporting to the State of
| ndi ana (specifically, the SBQA), the Anderson
Housi ng Aut hority has separated the
adm ni strative expenditures for sal aries
bet ween the Ander son Housing Authority and
Ander son Housing, Inc., which explicitly
hi ghl i ghts Ander son Housi ng, Inc. as an
entity separate from Ander son Housi ng
Aut hority.

Whil e Ms. Townsend may argue that, because
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she hol ds dual roles, only one of which is
paid compl etely through federal funds, she is
not subject to the provisions of the Little
Hat ch Act, the facts and precedent

say ot herw se.

An advi sory opi nion published by the US
Ofice of Special Counsel in 2013 provides
that only an individuals salary is included
when consi deri ng whether or not the
restrictions of the Hatch Act apply.

Specifically, it provides that other
sources of conpensation, retirenent, or
benefit should not be considered in that
anal ysi s.

In addition, the U S. Ofice of Special
Counsel provi des published gui dance 2, which
provides that the Hatch Act restricts the
political activity of individuals principally
enpl oyed in positions conpletely financed
with federal funds, and goes on to explain
that, usually, enploynent with a state, D.C.,
or |l ocal agency constitutes the principal
enpl oynent of the enpl oyee in question.
However, when an enpl oyee holds two or nore

j obs, principal enploynent is generally deened
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to be that job which accounts for the nost
work time and the nost earned incone.

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: W can't see
that. Wre you going to introduce them as
exhi bits?

MS. BARTLETT: Yeah. W have that
right here. W can provide themto you, yeah.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Is there a
copy of the particular provision of the Little
Hat ch Act that you're relying on?

MS. BARTLETT: |I'mnot sure if
there's a copy -- we don't have the | aw, but I
can get it to you.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  What i s
that? [1'11 look it up.

M5. BARTLETT: Yeah, absolutely. The
citation is 5 U S. C Section 1502.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ri ght here
on the front page.

M5. BARTLETT: So just to kind of put
a bow on that point, as such, Ms. Townsend
coul d have any nunber of streans of incone
fromsal aried positions, rental incone,
selling things on Facebook Market pl ace,

whatever if she holds a sal aried position
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that is 100% funded by federal |oans or
grants, she is subject to the restrictions
under the Hatch Act and the Little Hatch Act.

I n conclusion, Ms. Townsend hol ds the
position of Executive Director of the Anderson
Housi ng Aut hority, which, as was nost recently
publicly reported, pursuant to penalty of
perjury, is paid conpletely in federal funds,
with $0 reported from other sources. This
federal report mrrors the reports nade by AHA
to the Indiana State Board of Accounts.

As such, Ms. Townsend hol ds a position
that subjects her to the restrictions of the
Little Hatch Act, which prohibits an enpl oyee
paid completely in federal funds from beconi ng
a candi date. Thank you.

Ms. BOYCE: Thank you. Okay. Seven
m nut es.

MS. TOANSEND: So the attachnents
that you have received fromne, first it tal ks
about housi ng authorities using conbi ned CEO
and executive director titles. And it's
|isted here even (unintelligible) Indiana that
we use the CEO executive titles but it doesn't

mean we hold two positions. | hold one
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position, that is the chief executive officer
and executive director as referred by HUD for
one entity, the Anderson Housing Authority.

And the key take away, regardl ess of the
wordi ng, these titles describe a single
| eadershi p position responsi ble for
oper ati onal managenent, policy, organizati onal
strat egy, and stakehol der engagenent.

You'll see further that under the housing
authority is a nonprofit that nanages
properties. | would be the managi ng agent or
the representati ve from Ander son Housi ng
Aut hority to nanage those properties.

That entity that they' re referencing, |I'm
not enployed by them Al the properties we
manage, we split all revenue across the board,
rental incone, ny salary from HUD, et cetera.

The third page the chall enge points of
reference and attachnents. Crispin begins
alleging that I, Kim Townsend, is in violation
of the Little Hatch Act, but you will find
that in Attachnent A, back on June 13 before |
even filed to run in this position, | knew I
was interested in public office, so quite

naturally I wanted to get that opinion from
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the federal governnent. And | described fully
my position at that tinme, and |I received that
there was no violation because | am not 100
percent paid with federal funds under the one
posi tion.

It is true that I do get funds fromthe
f ederal governnent, but not 100 percent of ny
salary is paid with federal funds, which is
what | needed to prove. Attachnent B is an
email fromthe United States Departnment of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent | ndi anapolis
Field Ofice, who also used all of this
vetting to the office of general counsel, and
t hey uphel d the opi nion of the OFC

Attachnent C is what the OFC gave nme when
it further gave ny, | wll say, guardrails for
running for elected office. And that was
my -- using ny official title and -- but,
nanely, the Hatch Act was anended so that
qual i fi ed candi dates woul d no | onger be
precluded fromrunning for political office or
el ected office.

Crispin goes on to state in paragraph 2
that Townsend is enployed jointly by two

different entities with two boar ds.
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Attachnent D we'll see ny enpl oynent
contract with the Anderson Housi ng Authority.
The figure she gave was only the federal
portion of ny salary, but it's not -- it
wasn't ny full salary at the tine.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can | just clarify a
questi on?

M5. TOANSEND: Sure. Sure.

MR. WESTERCAMP: A second ago you
said you're not enployed, but I"mgoing to
refer to one is the Authority and one is the
nonprofit.

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Because they sound
very simlar.

M5. TOANSEND: They do.

MR. WESTERCAMP: It's very confusing.

M5. TOANSEND: Yes. It's Anderson
Housi ng Aut hority and t hen | ncor por at ed.

MR, WESTERCAMP: I"msorry to
i nterrupt you, but you had said that you were
not enpl oyed by the Authority a second ago; is
that right? D d | hear you incorrectly?

M5. TOANSEND: |'m not enpl oyed by

t he i ncorporation.
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MR. WESTERCAMP: By the corporation?

MS. TOANSEND: Yes. It's |ike AHA
and then AHI.

MR. WVESTERCAMP: Ckay.

M5. TOANSEND: |I'msorry if you're
confused by that. | tried to wite it all out
for you.

MR. WVESTERCAMP: That was ny only
clarifying question.

M5. TOANSEND: And so we were j ust
managi ng agent. W nmanage ot her properties,
too, in Anderson. W receive those rent
proceeds and everybody that works in these
prograns, we pay across the board.

No. 3, Crispin states AH is not on
Townsend' s statenent of econom c interest, and
board neeti ng docunents show Townsend as
staff. On Attachnent E you'll see the board
m nut es from Ander son Housi ng Aut hority,
| ncorporated from February 15. The staff
means all staff fromthe Housing Authority
t hat manages these AHl properties.

Page 2 shows Resol uti on 2023-01 that sets
forth future hiring by this entity. At this

tine there were no enpl oyees, and you'll see
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that there is one further down, but it's not
nme. But that was a resolution that the board
had to pass. | have the authority to hire for
AHA because I'"'mits CEOQ. | have no authority
to hire under AHI because |I'mnot their
executi ve.

Al so, Attachment G letter-affirmng
relati onship of AHA and AHI, and
Attachnent H, email from HUD requesti ng
breakdown from Townsend's salary. CQur field
of fice here in Indianapolis, they know what
our -- how our entity is nmade up. They j ust
wanted to see that along with ny federal
dollars, that I"'malso paid with nonfedera
doll ars, and those dollars make up ny ful
sal ary, federal and nonfederal, not because of
me hol di ng two executive positions over the
two entities, but that were nanagi ng
properties.

And, finally, No. 4, Crispin references
the joint hiring of Kevin Sulc from both
entities. Attachnment | is a press release and
article fromHerald Bulletin of the Kevin
Sulc's hiring per the docunentation on 3B.

M. Sulc is the Anderson Housing Authority's
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chief operating officer. He's Anderson
Housi ng I ncorporated's director of

devel opnent. That resolution was passed so
that they would hire M. Sulc.

Further, M. Sulc is an elected official.
He i s a Republican Anderson Townshi p Trustee
board nenber and al so a Republican precinct
committee nenber. And | also stated this was
wi del y known across the Republican Party that
not only is he an officehol der, but that he
wor ks for the Anderson Housing Authority and
Ander son Housi ng | ncor por at ed.

You'll al so see the agenda for both boards
on Attachnent J. Townsend is |isted as
executive director for Anderson Housi ng
Aut hority and as nanagi ng agent, along with
her team for Anderson Housi ng | ncorporated.
So I"'mhere to -- oh, I'msorry.

M5. TOANSEND: That's okay. Tiner

just went off.

M5. BOYCE: I did have a question
about what you were just saying. | didn't see
that. What were you just referring to,

Attachnent J?
M5. TOANSEND: Yes. |It's an agenda
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and -- it's two agendas, |I'msorry. Yeah, two
agendas.
MS. BOYCE: Yeah. One's on the back.
MS. TOANSEND: Yes, one's on the

back. | just got the first page of the
agenda, so you can see that I'"'mnot |isted as
their executive. | represent the Housing

Aut hority as a managi ng agent of property.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can | just clarify
the i ssues because it's kind of a little bit
of norass of |ots of papers, |ots of statutes,
this and that. | want to kind of narrow the
field of what's being disputed just so | and
everybody el se on this Conm ssion can
under st and.

So |l think nmy first question is is this
aut hority, which is the nonprofit, for
clarification?

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Do you stipul ate
that it's a state or | ocal agency?

M5. TOANSEND: It is a
quasi - gover nnent al agency who's set up under
| ndi ana Statute.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Ckay.
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M5. TOANSEND: Housing Authority.

MR. WVESTERCAMP: For purposes of the
Little Hatch Act, because we have definitions
for the Little Hatch Act in Section 1501,
"State or local agency is defined as a state
muni cipality or other political subdivision of
a state or an agency or departnent thereof, or
t he executive branch of the District of
Col unbi a agency or departnent thereof."” Are
you stipulating that --

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEVMAN: Are you
reading frominsi de these?

MR. WVESTERCAMP: No. | just pulled
the statute. This is fromthe definition --
this is from Section 1501 of the Little Hatch
Act, the Little Hatch Act defined terns.

So are you saying that the Authority is a
state or |l ocal agency as defined by the Little
Hat ch Act?

M5. TOANSEND: W are -- the
Authority is a -- it has been what's created
under state statute, as you will see. It's
under 536-7, | believe. | am not an appoi nt ed
official, but I"ma hired enpl oyee under

contract --
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MR, WESTERCAMP: Yes.

M5. TOANSEND: -- with that agency.
We receive federal dollar dollars to run two
maj or housi ng prograns, plus affordable
housi ng prograns.

MR. WESTERCAMP: | take your answer
that you're agreeing that it is a state or
| ocal agency under the Little Hatch Act; is
that right?

M5, TOANSEND: "' mnot 100 percent
for sure, but I know we're in the state | aw --
I nmean, we're under state statute, |'msorry.

MR, WESTERCAMP: So, second, you are
enpl oyed, in fact, by the Authority --

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: -- state or locally,
so it seens to ne |like the only question that
we need to determine is if the salary of the
enpl oyees paid conpletely, directly or
indirectly, by loans or grants nade by the
United States Governnent or federal agency; is
that right? 1s that the only contention that
we have here?

M5. TOANSEND:  Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Really? | guess |I'm
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goi ng to pause a second just because | thought

it would be helpful to clarify, |ike, what are
the different things that we're -- seens |ike
the argunent, in ny opinion, is solely over
f undi ng.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: I think that

simplifies it, yes.

M5. TOANSEND: Can | just nake one
clarification?

MR. WESTERCAMP: Pl ease do.

M5. TOANSEND: As you are wei ghi ng
this, I guess what | had to put all those
ot her docunents in place is to show t hat
there's one salary that conmes froma variety
of locations, federal and nonfederal funds.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can you just wal k us
t hrough your argunent for that again.

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

MR. WVESTERCAMP: \Where's the noney
com ng from because that seens |ike that's the
Crux --

MS. TOANSEND: CGoes to attachnent --
| ndi anapolis Field Ofice asked ne to break
down ny salary. GCkay. Attachnent H. It's an

email that | responded to them and they
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accepted that. It's kind of sideways.

M5. BOYCE: Yeah, yeah.

M5. TOANSEND: This is just a
copy/ paste from our budget that was passed by
the authority. So if you go down, and this is
| ast year, you'll see proposed or current
annual and proposed, that first nunber is
com ng from public housing, that second nunber
is comng fromthe Section 8 voucher program
and the third nunber is our entity, Anderson

Housi ng, | ncorporated, Wstwood Est at es,

that's what -- sone of the properties are
tax-credit properties, so we just -- all the
proceeds that we get -- and that's how the

board nmakes up ny sal ary.

They don't just nmake it up just under the
Aut hority, but because we do a | ot of property
managenent and -- | don't know if you've ever
heard this term repositioning, this is what
t he federal governnent is requiring housing
authorities to do to reposition their assets
to nove out of the public housing business so
we know that we're going to be nobving
enpl oyees in the future fromthis public

housi ng pl at f orm because the funding will go
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away from HUD.

So those are the -- that's how we break
out ny full salary, taking into consideration
all duties under ny role as the CEQ executive
director for Anderson Housing Authority, which
is detailed in ny enpl oynent contract, which
is also in the packet.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSENMAN: I n your
packet you have two docunents. One is from
the O fice of the Special Counsel --

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: -- who
states that you're not in violation of the
Little Hatch Act; correct?

M5. TOANSEND: Correct.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: And t hen you
al so have one fromthe state equival ent of
that; correct?

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSENMAN: Depart nent
of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnment, and it al so
says that it does not believe that your
candi dacy violates the Little Hatch Act.

M5. TOANSEND: Ri ght .

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So those are
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two offices that specialize in that area, | do
not. So, Ms. Ali, | would ask you, why do you
think that the O fice of Special Counsel and
the U S. Departnent of Housing and U ban

Devel opnent are w ong?

MS. BARTLETT: Yeah. So | think it
was good to get to the root of the questioning
here so that we're kind of all tal king about
the sane thing. Two things. So Ms. Townsend
menti oned that she's being paid one sal ary. I
woul d say, first and forenpbst to that,
congress has specifically addressed that and
has said that they have put nechani sns in
place -- and | can provide the citation -- to
streamiine nultiple salaries com ng from
related entities.

So in a situation |like where this is a
fully-funded governnment entity that may have a
related 501(C) (3) beneath it, congress has
recogni zed that and put in place an
adm ni strative nechanismto streamine -- to
gi ve peopl e one paycheck.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. So
are you saying that you don't think the Ofice

of Speci al Counsel or the Housi ng and Urban
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Devel opnent knew that at the tine they issued
t he opi nion? Because the HUD opi nion cane in
2026, and the | ast one's in 2025.

M5. BARTLETT: | would say, first and
forenopst, | haven't been able to read the
emai | or anyt hi ng.

M5. BOYCE: You don't have a copy?

M5. BARTLETT: No.

M5. BOYCE: Get her a copy of those.

M5. BARTLETT: Wiich | be'd happy to.
And, obviously, nore than happy to read t hem

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Take an
opportunity to |l ook at that.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Wuld you like a
m nute to review?

MS. BARTLETT: Yeah. | would | ove a
mnute to review. But | would |like to al so
just say one nore thing for you guys to
consider -- I'll review these and then respond
directly to your question, Conm ssioner,
because it's very valid, and I do want to
respond to it -- | wanted to point out the
stream i ni ng mechani sm because | think it's
rel evant .

The second thing | just wanted to point
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out is that because congress has put in place
t hose strean i ne nechani sns for one paynent,

t hat does not preclude the fact that there are
still two roles that are publicly recorded in
t he docunents that we provided. They're
reported as two roles, and those two entities
are governed by separate boards, so they have
to be separate roles.

The Ander son Housing Authority and the
501(c)(3), the Authority and the 501(c)(3)
each have i ndependent boards, so it's not even
really possible to say that they're one role.
They can be paid for together because congress
has chosen to streanline adm nistrative
paynent process, but those two entities are
certainly governed by separate boards.

And | will say so they're reported
separately to the federal governnent and to
the State Board of Accounts in | ndiana,

t hey' re governed by separate boards, and in
that reporting there was zero conpensati on
fromthe 501(c)(3) role reported.

So what ever way you spin it, they're two
roles, zero conpensation reported for one, all

conpensati on reported for the other under
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penalty of perjury, and the conpensati on that
was reported was al so publicly reported as
comng fully fromfederal funds. So | really
just don't know how you get around that.

But al so, you know, again, | think it was
absolutely diligent and good, awesone you
reached out to clarify that, M. Townsend. I
al so think, you know, this is the body that
deci des the election |aw matters and
eligibility in the State of |ndiana, so we can
take those emails as guidance and dig into
t hem

But at the end of the day, this is the
proper forum for that decision to be nade and
so would yield to the determ nati on of the
Comm ssi on.

M5. BOYCE: "1l tell you what, if
it's pleasing to the Comm ssion, we're going
to rest for five mnutes and provided those
docunents for you to quickly review

M5. BARTLETT: Thank you.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: O her
docunents, did you give her copies?

M5. Townsend: May | say one thing

bef ore you convene?
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MS5. BOYCE: Yes, |'m so sorry.

M5. TOANSEND: | just want to make a
note on what is being referenced. You are not
going to see that on the Anderson Housi ng
Aut hority. I nean, Anderson Housi ng,
| ncorporated's ledger. 1It's not a salary
that's being paid; it's nanagenent fees. And
we have managenent fees from several
properties that go into the make-up of those.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Are those
paid then directly to the Housing Authority?

MS5. TOANSEND: Yes. So we're able to
use those to spread across our prograns to
conpensate everybody or to, really, pay back
to Authority for the use of its enpl oyees on
this entity.

So that is inportant because you're not
going to see that. And | just maintain that
I*'mone enpl oyee, and | work for the Anderson
Housi ng Aut hority; my contract proves it.

M5. BOYCE: So we're going to call it
11: 50 because it shoul d change quickly, so
we'l | reconvene at 11:55 here in Room 401.

(A short recess is taken.)

MS. BOYCE: W will reconvene this
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hearing. Sorry; few m nutes |onger than five.
Sort of reset here. W had kind of shared
each of the docunentation with each of you
from your opposing parties, and | believe the
question, we had left it, maybe, where the
questi on was asked about those initial ennils
that were provided by Ms. Townsend, so if
you' d like to -- you had a m nute.

M5. WAYCHA: We can gi ve each side
their two nore mnutes for rebuttal.

MS. BOYCE: Perfect.

M5. WAYCHA: So | will start the
tiner. Are you ready?

M5. BARTLETT: Yes.

MS. WAYCHA: Go ahead.

M5. BARTLETT: And thank you so nuch.
| wanted to answer the Conm ssioner's question
regarding the emails, which was a good one.
And, again, | think it's awesone that you took
the tine to reach out and get the opinion.

I noted in the email fromthe Ofice of
Speci al Counsel that we were tal ki ng about
that the attorney fromthe Ofice of Special
Counsel noted that -- so in the enmil it says,

"Thank you for contacting the U S. Ofice of
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Speci al Counsel Hatch Act Unit. The Hatch Act

does not prohibit you fromrunning for

political office.” And then within the
explanation it says, "It would apply to you"
-- |I'"m paraphrasing -- "however, you indicated

that your salary is not conpletely funded by
federal | oans or grants.”

So this response is in reliance on
Ms. Townsend's own assertion that her position
is not conpletely funded by federal |oans or
grants. Cbviously, our position is that it
is, and so | think it kind of cones back to
the crux of the argunent that we have before
us right now. It says -- it goes on to say,
"Because you have sone duties in connection
with federally financed activities, you are
subject to the other two provisions of the
Hatch Act."

So | think that that kind of goes to show
you that the Ofice of Special Counsel is
sayi ng you are governed by the Hatch Act,
however, you, Ms. Townsend, indicated to us
that your salary is not conpletely nade up by
federal | oan or grants, which, again, is per

position here today. So | think it kind of
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just brings us back full circle to our
argunent here.

So | would say the last point | wanted to
just quickly address based on what --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Can | ask a
questi on?

MS5. BARTLETT: Sure.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. So
you said salary not -- now, when you' re sayi ng
she has a salary that is conpletely funded by
f ederal noney, you're referring to the
f oundati on sal ary?

M5. BARTLETT: I'mreferring to the
salary that's publicly recorded by the
Ander son Housing Authority. So there are
two -- we have the Housing Authority that I
think we were calling the Authority and the
501(c)(3), which are reported as two separate
entities, two separate boards.

Per the public reporting, M. Townsend's
paid a salary |listed under the Anderson
Housi ng Aut hority. The |ast reported anpunt
was somewhere around $100, 000, little over,
and it is reported that that salary is paid

conpletely in federal funds under Section 8
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and 9 of the U S. Housing Act. There is zero
doll ars reported fromthe other position,
although it is reported as a separate position
with the nonprofit, so | think that's the

Cr ux.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSENMAN: So you're
basing it solely upon that the Housing
Authority is conpletely federally funded?

M5. BARTLETT: Yes.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And so,

t herefore, she then would be qualified -- and
it doesn't --

M5. BARTLETT: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: -- really
matt er about the foundation?

M5. BARTLETT: Ri ght .

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: That's an
aside, right, we're just focusing upon the

Housi ng Aut hority?

M5. BARTLETT: Yes, and | just wanted
to be clear because | don't want to -- you
know, I want to acknow edge that she does --

the reporting does |list those two positions,
yes, but there's only salary or conpensation

reported for one of them and it states very
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clearly, again, under penalty of perjury, that
t hose funds cone conpletely from Section 8 and
9 of the U S. Housing Act federal funds.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can | just clarify
one thing? So what is "that,"” what is the
thing that you're referring to, Counsel?

M5. BARTLETT: Oh, |I'msorry, that
woul d be the HUD Form 52725, which is al so
directly mrrored in their reporting to the
State Board of --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: You're
tal ki ng about the second to | ast exhibit here
in the notebook; right?

M5. BARTLETT: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: That was ny
next questi on. Is that this -- because it
doesn't say where this cane from

M5. BARTLETT: | can al so provide you
guys copies of -- like, | have citations
listed, if that woul d be hel pful.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: This form
so is this form done every year?

MS. BARTLETT: | don't know.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Thi s one

appears to be, like, close to four years ol d,
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so |l don't --

M5. BARTLETT: 2023, yeah. So | know
that that's for --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: It says
4/ 2022.

M5. BARTLETT: So | know that they're
reported in arrears, | would assune, so it
woul d be reporting for the prior year. I
woul d assune that the next reporting woul d
cone out at sone point this year. That was
the last publicly avail able version that we
could find, although, the reporting is
requi red publicly.

And | just -- | also just wanted to point
out, again, the guidance that Kkind of
clarifies the term princi pal enploynent, so
even if we wanted to go back to the two rol es
as kind of a fall-back, the gui dance under the
Hat ch Act that was issued by the Ofice of
Speci al Counsel just says this is related to
princi pal enploynent, which, again, is where
the majority of one's salary cones from that
i's considered principal enploynent.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: I think

Ms. Townsend had said she doesn't get anything
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fromthe foundati on.

M5. BARTLETT: Yeah, exactly.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  We're
f ocused upon the Housing Authority salary?

M5. BARTLETT: Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Counsel, |I'd like to
clarify, because I'"'mlooking at -- this is
your binder; correct?

M5. BARTLETT: Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can you just take ne
through -- I"m |l ooking at this.

M5. BARTLETT: Ckay.

MR. WVESTERCAMP: That's what you
referred ne to, is that the right one? |
don't see anything on here that has her nane
or any nunber.

MS. BARTLETT: Let ne find --

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: Wiile we're
asking that, it's not an executed form and
while you' re | ooking at her exhibits could I
poi nt out the next exhibit, and that's -- so
the next exhibit in your binder, which is this
printout with the list of Authority -- | nean,
it -- you know, | just realized | don't see

her nane on this either. So this printout,
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what ever this is, can you |look at this.

M5. BARTLETT: Yes.

MS5. WLSON OVERHOLT: So this is al
2022 dates, so Ms. Townsend's nane isn't on
this either, and it | ooks |ike for cal endar
year 2022.

So we're tal ki ng about enpl oynent in 2026.
So you haven't presented -- | nean, there's
not hi ng in anything you provided that tal ks --
that is addressing her current conpensati on.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can | piggyback on
your conmment - -

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Sure, yeah.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Because we' re goi ng
down the sane path here, | think. In your
exhi bits, Counsel, you have a breakdown of
operating revenues that stipulates that not
all of it is comng fromgrant noney --
governnent grants. It says tenant revenue and
m scel | aneous. | know this is dated March 31,
2025, so it's one year out of date, but this
woul d seemto indicate that this is not a
fully-funded governnment entity. Do you have
evi dence contrary to this?

MS. BARTLETT: Yes. W are supposed
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to have the fully executed version of this HUD

form and | don't know why it's not in here,

but we can get it for you. I know it exists.
|'ve seen it. | didn't put these binders
together, so let ne -- | can get it.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: No. Now s your
chance.

M5. BARTLETT: Gkay. These are al
publ i c docunents that do exist. But, yeah, |
mean, | think all | can say is that these
are -- should have been copies of the fully
executed forns, and that this is all public
information. And | apologize that it's not
the correct one. And, yeah, that's all | can
say.

I guess the question would be I think one
of the Conm ssioners pointed out that
Ms. Townsend, herself, has said that she does
recei ve one salary fromthe Anderson Housi ng
Aut hority, which even in her own materials, as
acknow edged by the Special Counsel's Ofice,
is a federal agency receiving federal funds.

The emai|l that she gave us says that she
has duties in connection with federally

financed activities and you are subject to the
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ot her two provisions of the Hatch Act. I
guess | would fall back on that and just say
that, I, again, | think we're kind of al
sayi ng the same thing, but understandi ng that
we shoul d have had that in here for your

revi ew.

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Actually, |
think we're saying different things. | nean,
| think what you said has m scharacteri zed
what you received fromthe Ofice of --
because | want to nake sure we're clear on the
record so that our record is straight, but the
email -- and it is very rare that we have
peopl e presenting us with advisory opinions
and gui dance fromfederal Ofices of Speci al
Counsel .

And | know that actually in the candi date
handbook that, | nean, that we give deference.
Because there's a point where we got to stop
questioni ng the questioning the questi oni ng
t he questi oni ng. I nmean, you know, but,
anyway, this enmail fromthe Hatch Act O fice
of Speci al Counsel dated June 13 of 2025, |
mean, it actually says you work for the

Ander son Housi ng Authority in Anderson,
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| ndi ana, Public Housing Authority established
pursuant to Indiana State Law. Enmpl oyees of
publ i c housing authorities are generally
consi dered to be enployed by a state or | ocal
agency for purposes of the Hatch Act.

So your statenent that she's working
for -- you just said she's worked for a
f ederal agency, federal enployee, that is not
t he case. I nmean, even wi thout this opinion I
woul d say that's not the case because the
housing -- | nean, | ocal housing authorities
are not federal agencies, they are | ocal.

M5. BARTLETT: Right. | think our
statenent, just to clarify, was that the
Ander son Housing Authority is funded through
Section 8 and 9 funds under the U. S. Housi ng
Act, and so --

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: There's a
di stinction --

M5. BARTLETT: -- so the Agency
recei ves federal funds.

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Right. It does
recei ve federal funds, but the other thing
that is key, you keep tal king about whet her

she's she got a single salary. The question's
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whet her her salary is fully funded by federal
dollars. | think -- | mean, there are sone
very specific nuances here because there are a

whol e | ot of people working at nonprofits

el sewhere that -- you know, if you don't
read -- if these |laws are not applied as
they're witten, | nmean, there are a | ot of

f ol ks who woul d end up being disqualified from
running for office, and that's -- | nean, this
is -- the Hatch Act prevents certain specific
people fromtypes of folks fromrunning for
office, and so we need to be careful in the
| anguage we use and how we | ook at that
| anguage.

M5. BARTLETT: Absolutely. And |
wi sh | had the accurate docunents to give to
you guys.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can | just clarify
for our record, too, like, do you have any
Wit ness or any docunents that show that her
salary is paid conpletely --

MS. BARTLETT: Yeah, so --

M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: By federal
dol | ars.

MS. BARTLETT: There's a Novenber
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2025 audit report fromthe Anderson Housi ng
Authority to the Indiana State Board of
Accounts --

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Point us to
the tab --

MS. BARTLETT: That details sone of
this. Again, apologize, | didn't put these
bi nders toget her. | thought they were in here
and naybe they're not.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So we don't
have a copy?

MS. BARTLETT: | don't have it, but
that's what | | ooked at to understand the
details here. And we don't have it here, at
| east not in mne, so that's our fault.

M5. WAYCHA: Ms. Bartlett, you have
20 seconds. | did stop it so you can could
ask questions, but I'Il give you your 20
seconds, Ms. Bartlett.

MS. BARTLETT: Sure. Yeah. Bottom
line, I think, you know, the paper trail that
we' ve created sinply can show that the
Ander son Housing Authority is receiving its
operating funds from Sections 8 and 9 of the

U S. Housing Act. W can see, obviously,
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that Ms. Townsend is enpl oyed and receives a
salary as a CEO and woul d ask you to consi der
it.

M5. BOYCE: Thank you. Okay. So you
have two m nutes.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSENMAN: Bef ore you
begin, may | ask one question, the Housing
Aut hority --

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: -- howis it
f unded?

M5. TOANSEND: The Housing Authority
is funded t hrough public housi ng and t hrough
adm ni strative dollars and under the Section 8
program because it's rental assistance.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay.

MS. TOANSEND: That's how t he
Aut hority and al so through its nonprofit arm
because we nmanage rental properties.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. So
t he housing authority itself receives
Section 8, you said?

M5. TOANSEND: Section 8 public
housi ng -- section 8 adm nistrative funds,

publ i ¢ housi ng, operating and capital.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Publ i c
housi ng operating and capital ?

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Wher e does
that conme fronf

MS5. TOANSEND: It cones from HUD.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So far we
have three federal sources.

MS5. TOANSEND: No, we have two.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Two.

M5. BOYCE: Section 8 and public
housi ng.

M5. TOANSEND: Section 8 and public
housi ng and rental proceeds from our nonprofit
entity.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. So
t he nonprofit entity --

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: -- is it
conpletely funded by its rental proceeds?

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

MS. BOYCE: And this is rental incone
fromjust citizens of --

M5. TOANSEND: From properties that

we nmanage for them
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MR. WESTERCAMP: No federal dollars?

MS. TOANSEND: No federal --

MS. BOYCE: This is Attachnent H
correct?

M5. TOANSEND: Yeah. So, real quick,
the only thing | really want to say i s on
Attachnent D -- they're voting today. I
m ssed ny board neeting, for the
Comm ssioners. They're going to sign this
contract today, February 25, 2026.

So this breakdown you received on
Attachnent H, if ny proposed salary is
$145, 000, and if you add only public housing
and Section 8, that doesn't equal that anount.
This is -- the anobunt's in ny contract that
they're getting ready to pass today.

So you have to have the entity that hel ps
support total salary of Kinberly Townsend from
t he Anderson Housi ng Aut hority.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So sal ari es
cone out of the operating side of the budget;
is that right?

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: The

operating side of the budget is then funded by
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di fferent revenue streans?

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: And you're
saying -- and those aren't restricted in any
way -- well, sone of the federal dollars would
be specifically restricted, maybe not all owed
to go towards sal ary or what ever.

M5. TOANSEND: Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: But of the
dollars that are allowed to go unrestricted
and allowed to go towards sal ary, you have the
federal funds and then you are al so sayi ng
that the dollars that are received from
managi ng the properties for the foundation
al so fund the operating cost and are not

restricted frombeing used for salary; is that

correct?

M5. TOANSEND: Exactly.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay.

M5. TOANSEND: That's provabl e al so.

M5. WAYCHA: Are you done with
questions? M. Townsend, |I'Il start the
tinmer. You have two nminutes. Because they
asked you questions, | stopped the tiner. You

get two mnutes uninterrupted, so I'lIl start
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that now if you' re ready.

M5. TOANSEND: If you talk to ne
agai n next year, I'mgoing to tell you there's
pr obably about five people working for AHI,
the nonprofit entity, because we are noving
out of the public housing business. W're
trying to get away fromthe federal
governnent. W're not trying to be -- but, in
all honesty, it's no different than sonebody
gave a great exanple, if a law firm has
several clients and all the clients are
payi ng, you know, into the law firmfor their
cases, that doesn't nmean | work for all those
clients. | work for the law firm but I'm
wor ki ng on different cases.

And that is the case here. | walked into
this situation in 2018 al ready established
that as part of ny duties | would be managi ng
this entity that holds property that we
support. And so ny -- | have nai ntenance
staff that work on the property, | have a
receptionist, a chief financial officer, and,
you know, that's our role.

Also, | just really want to cone back

around, | know | was tal king fast on ny seven
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m nutes, but | do have an enpl oyee that could
be what they're describing because he's half

t he enpl oyee for the incorporation, but
they're the ones that nmade the decision to
hire himbecause | don't have the authority to
do that. Thank God we do have two boards,

t hat keeps the record straight and that keeps,
you know, funds from bei ng conm ngl ed.

But | am Anderson Housing Authority's
bonafi de enpl oyee. | have one job, but many
duti es.

M5. WAYCHA: Perfect timng.

M5. TOANSEND: Thank you.

M5. BOYCE: Board, any additi onal
questions, followup, thoughts fromthe
menbers of the Conmm ssion? |If not, yeah, we
woul d entertain a notion.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: | would nobve to
deny the chall enge.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: I will
second it.

M5. BOYCE: Okay. So in Cause
2026- 08 we have a notion and a second to deny

the challenge. Al those in favor signify by

sayi ng "aye.
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W LSON OVERHOLT: Aye.
CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

525 0

BOYCE: Opposed say "nay."
Mbti on passes.

M5. TOANSEND: Thank you.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEVMAN: | woul d al so
li ke to say that today has been so great
because we' ve seen sone great |awering. Ali,
I know you feel badly that you didn't have
t hose pages and everything, but you raise sone
excell ent points. Thank you for com ng in.

M5. BARTLETT: Thank you.

Congr at ul ati ons. Never wanted to keep anybody
off that's rightfully allowed to run.

M5. TOANSEND: Thank you.

M5. BOYCE: I would say, just to
follow up on that, | guess, in general, you
know, if there are things being referred to,
obviously, it's just crucial for us to be
gi ven the opportunity to review that.

M5. BARTLETT: O course. Thank you
guys so nuch. | appreciate it.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Look forward

to seeing you again, M. Ali.
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M5. BOYCE: (kay.

M5. WAYCHA: Madam Chair, you m ght
direct staff to keep the individual on the
ballot, is that the term nology we typically
use for that, just for this particular case?

Ms. BOYCE: Thank you, which | think
we're going to do at the end, but...

MR. KING That was the decision that
t he Comm ssion cane to earlier was for
efficiency sake to nmake that direction to
staff at the end of the proceeding.

MS. NUSSMEYER: | understand that,
but we also made the notion for the one where
it was 2-2 that we were ordered to keep that
person on the ballot, so that's why | just --
I nmade the assunption that what was happeni ng
at the end was a notion to renove individuals
and naybe t hese one-offs would be handl ed
separately, but as |long as we just don't
forget that we did that for the one.

MR. KING And, Madam Chair, | nean,
| appreciate ny counterpart, but openly we are
not the nenbers of the Comm ssion, you are.

M5, WAYCHA: | guess you can -- |

need to keep one for the record.
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MS. BOYCE: W'IIl address that at the
end.

M5. WAYCHA: Madam Chair, if | mght,
the next -- we have one case with the Ham | ton

County Chair, and | have actually tal ked to
t he candi date. He knows he does not have the
two primary vote history, and | think he's
here. And the next four cases for Johnson,
M. Jason Clark has entered an appearance for
all of the challengers and would like to
consol i date those, and then that woul d j ust
| eave us one ot her.

MS. BOYCE: So we have three?

M5. WAYCHA: We have three really,
just so you know.

MS. BOYCE: So let's nove on then to
Item F, which is Cause No. 2026- 10,
Massi |l | amany v. Q an. | hate to say it, but I
don't know how to pronounce your name. Not
yours, | know your nane.

MR Q AN My nane?

MS. BOYCE: Yeah.

MR QAN You can just call ne
Billy.

M5. WAYCHA: Coul d you state and
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spell your full nane, both of you, please.

MR. MASSI LLAMANY: My nane is Mario
Massi | | amany. | gave ny card. It's
MAS S I|-L-L-A-MA-NY. I'"'mthe Ham | t on
County Republican Chai r man.

MR Q AN My first nane's
J-1-A-MI-A-N, pronounced Jianm an, |ast nanme's
Q1l-AN

Ms. BOYCE: Okay. Very good. Thank
you. Okay. So what we will do first is hear
fromour challenger. So, Mario, you have

seven mni nutes.

M5. MASSI LLANMANY: I|*"'m not going to
t ake seven m nutes. I"mgoing to just rely on
my petition. ' mgoing to, Madam Chair,
menbers of the Conm ssion, | believe that,

unfortunately, this candi date does not qualify
under our state party rules. He does not have
a two-vote history. And, additionally, his
residency is also in question as it pertains
to where he lives; he does not qualify for the
district that he's applying.

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. Then in response
you have seven m nutes. Unless there's any

guestions, you can go.
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MR Q AN "1l try to make it quick
since we've been here for a while. So ny
nane's Jiaman Qan, Billy Q an. I|"m herein
bef ore you here today not to contest the
factual grounds of the chall enge, but out of
pr of ound respect for this Conm ssion, our
el ection | aws, and | eadership of the Ham | ton
County Republican Party.

Because of the statutory deadline
voluntarily w thdrawi ng ny nane had past by
the tine | received the fornmal chall enge, and
| felt it was ny duty to conme here in person
and | ook you in the eye and formally address
my candi dacy.

I want to briefly share why | originally
filed to run for State Representative
District 39. Having gone to school in this
area for five years -- actually graduated in
2024 from high school -- | have seen a grow ng
and a | ot of tension between the |eft and
right, and particularly nmy own generati on.

As a young (unintelligible) first
generation immgrant, |I'mfiercely proud and
privileged to be an American, but |'ve al so

wat ched the rhetoric of soci al
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(unintelligible) anong ny peers. MW famly
and I know exactly where this path | eads, and
we cane to the United States from Chi na, we
grew up CCP, so that was the lead greatly and
practice our Christian faith without fear.
Anerica is beacon of freedomand still is and
seeing the rise (unintelligible).

I ran because | want to be a bridge for
t he younger generation and the future of our
country. W nmust find unity and learn to
di sagree in peace, the deterioration of our
civic discourse is not what Anerica is and it
wi ||l not be what America becones, not while
' m here.

Qur | eadership requires wi sdom and respect
for the rule of | aw | acknow edge this
statutory requirenent regardi ng ny residency
and primary voting history that Chairnan
Massillamany rightfully pointed out. Having
proudly taken ny oath as a United States
citizen just last sumer, | sinply have not
yet the opportunity to build the nulti-prinmary
voting history required by state | aw. It is
requi red ny deep respect and why | | ook

forward to fulfilling in elections to cone.
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And beyond t hose technical requirenents,
the process of giving ne the opportunity to
reply, | realize that truly to achi eve ny goa
in serving this district and this country,
effectively I need to gain nore experience and
just build deeper engagenents in the | ocal
GOP. | need to put in the work at the
grassroots |l evel before | actually ask to
represent ny party at state | evel.

I am stepping back fromthis race today,
but I will never be stepping away fromthe
fight for conservative values. | wll concede
to the chall enge presented, and | want to
offer nmy full endorsenment to Representative
Danny Lopez. I wish himall the best and for
his success in the general election. | | ook
forward to working along side with Chairmn
Massi |l |l amany and the party to ensure victory
for our comunity.

Thank you for your tine and your service
to the State of |Indiana and thank you for your
attention to this matter.

M5. BOYCE: Thank you.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | have a

questi on.
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MR Q AN Yeah. Absolutely.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: First of
all, I want to comment, it's Ham lton County,
you got an incom ng |ast nane Lopez and then
we have our county chair here.

MR. MASSI LLAMANY: Who's first
general generation originally from Sri Lanka
mysel f .

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And t hen we
have our chal |l enge person here, the tines they
are i ndeed a changing. But one of the
questions | wanted to ask is just in the
docunentati on that was submtted. How did,
M. Qan --

MR. Q AN.  Yeah.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: How di d his
citizenshi p docunentati on end up in here?

MR. MASSI LLAMANY: | believe that
that was provided to us because that was
requi red to show proof of voter history. He
did not have proof of voter history at the
tine when he was providing that information to
the clerk's office because they needed t hat
proof of citizenship for themto put himon

the ballot or put himon the ballot and al so
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register himto vote, is nmy understandi ng.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: I s that
correct; Directors?

MS. NUSSMEYER: What | would nake the
assunpti on, Conmmi ssioner, is it appears that
regi stered to vote on or around Novenber 29,
2025, and by that point the state | aw where if
an i ndividual has a tenporary credential on
their record, they would be sent a request for
the proof of citizenship. Does that sound
famliar? Like, you got notice in the nai
and then the proof of citizenship
docunent ati on woul d be included on the
registration record to renove that flag so
that he would not have to provide that in the
future. So that is how | presune that was
i ncl uded because this appears to be
docunent ati on out of our statew de voter
regi strati on system

MR. KOCHEVAR: | need to ask about
the record because we got -- yes, part of this
record, did this proof of citizenship, was it
gi ven by the Ham I ton County Board of --
voting registration official?

MR. MASSI LLAMANY: " mnot sure if we
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got it fromthere or fromjust --

M5. NUSSMEYER: It was -- yeah. It's
file stanped.

MR, KOCHEVAR: It is?

M5. NUSSMEYER: Yeah.

MR. KOCHEVAR: Yeah. |If this cane
fromthe county voter registration office,
that proof of the citizenship is confidenti al
under state |law, so just out of abundance of
cauti on, at sone point today -- we've done
this before once -- and Vice Chair can correct
me on how we did this because | renenber | ast
time we had an issue with a confidenti al
docunent of striking it fromthe record so
it's not there so that it is not in anything
and we are clear that we wll not give this as
a matter of public record because this is a
confidential docunent.

MS. MASSI LLAVANY: | woul d ask that
it be struck fromthe record. It was just
informati on that was provided to ne to use in
support of ny challenge so | would not want to
do anyt hi ng i nappropri at e.

MR. KING Madam Chair, | want to

i ndicate ny agreenent with the factual
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anal ysis that ny counterpart presented. And
with regard to M. Kochevar's remarks on the
protecti on when the Comm ssioner's afforded a
confidential records in simlar situations in
the past, I'll defer to Valerie to address

that as wel | .

M5. WAYCHA: | agree with everything
that has been said. This is confidential. I t
is anewlaw, so we will follow up with the

counties once again to reiterate that this is
not public information. And | have the
official record behind ne, and I wll pull
this piece of information out fromthe record.

MR. WESTERCAMP: M. Q an, thank you
for your respectful comments to this
Commi ssi on today. | just want to clarify for
mysel f and everybody el se here, so you're not
contesting at all?

MR. Q AN: No.

MR. VESTERCAMP: You're not providing
any def ense?

MR Q AN No, |I'"m not contesting.

MR. MASSI LLAVANY:  And | | ook forward
to see himnore active and involved in the

party. |'ve already shared his information
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with a couple other individuals, and, you
know, we need young people, no matter what
party they want to affiliate with, being
i nvol ved in this process.

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. So could we --

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: | woul d npve
that the chall enge be uphel d.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

MS. BOYCE: W have a notion and a
second to uphold the chall enge i n Cause
No. 2026-10. All those in favor signify by

sayi ng "aye.
M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT:  Aye.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR, WESTERCAMP: Aye.
M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."
Mbti on passes.
MR. MASSI LLAMANY: Thank you. Very
nmuch.
MS5. BOYCE: So if we look to the
agenda, under the next three itens.
M5, WAYCHA: Four .
M5. BOYCE: Four, sorry, G H, | and

J all deal wth the sane candi date, so we have

four challengers for the one. At this point




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

115

you guys are the only two here.

MR JOHNSON:  Yes.

M5. WAYCHA: Okay. Are you
M. Johnson?

MR JOHNSON: I am

M5. BOYCE: And you are?

MR. CLARK: Jason d ark representing
t he chal | enger.

MS. BOYCE: You all can sit and
i ntroduce yourselves. So this is -- well,
okay. So you're representing all four?

MR, CLARK: That's correct.

MS5. BOYCE: So we will --

MS. WAYCHA: First, let's have them
identify for the record. And then M. d ark
in his appearance did ask for consolidation,
so a notion woul d be appropri at e.

M5. BOYCE: Bot h of you i ntroduce
yoursel f and spell your nanmes for the record.

MR, CLARK: Jason dark, J-A-S-ON
C-L-A-R- K, counsel for the challengers in each
of these four cause nunbers before you today.

MR. JOHNSON: Jacob Johnson,
J-A-COBJ-OHNS-ON, candidate for
D strict 73.
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a notion fromthe board to the Conm ssion to
consolidate the four of those, if that's
pl easing to the group.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Can we ask
if M. Johnson has any objection to that?

MR. JOHNSON: To Consolidate them
no.

M5. BOYCE: kay.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: | nove that
t hey be consolidated, the four natters
regardi ng M. Johnson's candi dacy be
consol i dat ed.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

MS. BOYCE: W have a notion and a
second to consolidate Itens G H, |, and J on

our agenda today. All those in favor signify

by sayi ng "aye.
M5. W LSON OVERHCOLT: Aye.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
M5. BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."

Mbti on passes. Okay. As the chall enger or
t he person representing the chal |l engers,

you' | | have seven mnutes so Valerie will get

116
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will keep it very, very brief. This is a very

sinmpl e chall enge. As we see it, M. Johnson,
unfortunately, does not have the requisite
primary voting history to qualify for
Republican Party nom nation, so on that basis
we have chall enged and we ask that this
Conmm ssi on sustain the chall enge and renove
hi mfromthe ballot.

Addi tionally, because of the prevailing
statute, it's an either/or, an A or B.
M. Johnson al so has not secured the
certification of the county chairnman of his
county of residence, which is Shel by, so
that's the chall enge brought by M. King, and
no certification was provided in any records
for candi dacy. Because both of those prongs
have not been satisfied, we ask this
Conmm ssion to sustain the chall enge. Thank
you.

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. GCkay. If no

questions, then we'll allow M. Johnson his
seven m nutes.

MR, JOHNSON: I have sone emails |I'm
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ref er enci ng. "1l give those to you guys.

M5. WAYCHA: I will take them
M. Johnson, just so you're aware, the cl ock
is still running.

MR, JOHNSON: My name is Jacob
Johnson. |I'm a resident of Shel by County.
"' ma husband, father, and worki ng Hoosi er and
candi date for Indiana State Representative
District 73. | stand before you today not
because | broke the | aw, not because |'m
unqual i fied, not because | failed to neet --
but because | failed to neet the requirenents
of the Republican Party affiliation under
internal party rul es.

Yes, | voted as a Denocrat in the prinmary
in 2024. This is a matter of public record.
| do not dispute it. However, one vote in one
primary does not erase a lifetine of
conservati ve beliefs or ny good-faith deci sion
to run as a Republican.
More than year a before -- not nore than a

year -- |last year before filing |I contacted
| ocal Republican party | eadershi p expressing
my desire to be involved. And with the

Conmmi ssion's permssion, |I'd like to briefly
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read that email in the record.

| stated, "My nane is Jacob Johnson, and
"' mreachi ng out because I'd like to get nore
i nvol ved with the Shel by County Republican
Party.

"In ny early 20s, | served as Chair of the
Li bertarian Party here in Indiana. At that
time | was drawn to | eaders |ike Thonas Massi e
and Rand Paul who stood firmy on conservative
principles. Over tinme, | realized the
Li bertarian novenent did not align with ny
conservative values | believe in, so | nmade
the nove to the Republican Party.

"Today ny focus is on advancing
conservative ideas and giving a platformto
voi ces that stand for faith, famly, and
freedom | run a nedia conpany and host The
Real Ri ght Network, a podcast dedicated to
hi ghl i ghti ng conservati ve perspectives and
st rengt heni ng our novenent.

"I"d like to put ny tine, skills, and
platformto work for Shel by County
Republ i cans -- whether that's vol unteeri ng,
assisting with comuni cati ons, supporting

canpai gns, or serving in any role where | can
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add value. M goal is to contribute
meani ngfully and hel p build nonentum here at
the | ocal |evel.

"Could you let ne know t he best way to get
started? 1'd be glad to neet in person or
attend the next neeting to introduce nyself."

I received nothing back from Chris King or
the (unintelligible), who' s the vice chair for
t he Republican Party. I am conservati ve. I
believe in limted governnent, personal
responsibility, |law and order, protection of
life; those beliefs did not begin with a
single prinary vote and they have not changed.
| filed as a Republican because this platform
(unintelligible) of the policies | intend to
pursue. Renoving -- sorry; that's all | have.

M5. BOYCE: Could I ask, if you
expressed interest in 2025 in being a part of,
whi ch we see these enmils, why did you vote in
the Denocratic Primary in 20247

MR, JOHNSON: | never voted in a
primary at that point. | went there, and
clicked the button and | could not go back.
And just being conpletely honest, in |ieu of

| ooking weird in public, calling attention to
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myself, | continued to vote that.

Personally, we are -- where | cone from
we're a Red district, we always go Red, so |
believe it was no harm no foul at that point
as | was not voting agai nst the --

MR. WESTERCAMP: M. Johnson, do you
di spute that you don't have two nbst recent
primary votes as a Republican?

MR, JOHNSON: | do not dispute that.

MR. WVESTERCAMP: Ckay.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: M. Johnson
we just went through this watching the Marion
County Election Board in the sane way. You do
realize the law s the | aw and we have
absolutely no discretion to do anythi ng ot her
than as the |aw directs us?

MR, JOHNSON: Under st and.

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. Any other
questions? Thoughts? Mbtion?

MR. WESTERCAMP: | would nove to
accept the chall enge and renove M. Johnson
fromthe ball ot.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: Second.

MS. BOYCE: So we have a notion and a

second to uphold. Since we have consoli dat ed
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these, it's actually four chall enges. ' m
going to read the cause nunbers just for the
record. 2026-14, 2026-11, 2026-12, and

2026-13. Al those in favor signify by saying

aye.
W LSON OVERHOLT: Aye.
CELESTI NO- HORSENVAN:  Aye.
WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

525 0

BOYCE: Opposed, "nay." Mbtion
passes.

JOHNSON: Thank you.

CLARK: Thank you.

5 D 3

WAYCHA: Madam Chair, | woul d
just like to say that we only have one cause
left, and Ms. Eldridge has sent an email to
Matt hew and I while we were here and sayi ng
that she is unable to get here. And |I'm sorry
to be informal, but she has asked for Megan --
I"msorry; | don't know your | ast nane --
RUDDI E: Ruddi e.

VWAYCHA: -- to present her case.
BOYCE: Ckay.

25 5 3

WESTERCAMP: |Is she filing a
noti ce of appearance?

M5. WAYCHA: She did via enail just
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to Matthew and |I. It just cane within the
| ast 15.

MS5. BOYCE: Ckay. So we are on our
|l ast itemon the agenda, which is Item K,
Cause No. 2026-15, Eldridge v. Sikand. Yes,
we have one person present, so state your nane

M5. RUDDI E:  Absolutely. WlIlIl, good
afternoon, Board and Chairnan. It's Megan,
ME-GA-N Ruddie, RUDDI-E and |I'mhere
to represent Ml a.

MS. BOYCE: Wo is in this case?

M5. RUDDI E: The chal | enger.

MS. WAYCHA: And | would note that we
do not see that M. Sikand is here, so |
beli eve we have a default.

M5. RUDDI E: | just want to
appreci ate everyone's flexibility for the
| ast - m nut e change.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: | woul d nove,
given the fact the candi date's not appeared,
t hat we uphol d the chall enge.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

MS. BOYCE: W have a notion and a
second to uphold the chall enge i n Cause

No. 2026-15. All those in favor signify by
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M5. W LSON OVERHOLT:  Aye.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

M5. BOYCE: Opposed, "nay." Motion
passes.

M5. RUDDI E:  Thank you very nuch for
all of your tine today.

M5. BOYCE: Thank you.

MS. WLSON OVERHOLT: And to do the
cl ean up we referenced, | would nove that
for all chall enges that have been uphel d, that
t hose candi date nanes be renoved fromthe
ball ot and that for all chall enges that have
been deni ed, that those candi dates nanes
remain on the respective ballot. Does that
cover it?

M5. NUSSMEYER: Wth the exception of
Cause No. 2026-16, which is the one cause
where you as a Conm ssion had al ready adopted
that that individual would remain on the
bal | ot because you did not neither grant nor
deny it.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: Ckay.

M5. BOYCE: Excluding Item C

124
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M5. WLSON OVERHOLT: Excl udi ng
2026- 16.

M5. WAYCHA: If it would be hel pful,
| can just tell you the nanes that were
renoved. Mayers, Lovely, Nelson, Q an,
Johnson, and Si kand.

MS. BOYCE: Yes. Then, of course,
because the others already w thdrew.

MR. KING Madam Chair, if | could
suggest to the Conmi ssion a further clarifying
nmotion to be Conmmission's directing the
co-director of the election division to make
t he appropriate anendnent to the certification
that goes to the respective candi dat es.

M5. W LSON OVERHOLT: I woul d accept
that anmendnent. Al the anmendnents from over
there | accept.

M5. BOYCE: kay.

MR. WESTERCAMP: | second the
amendnent .

M5. BOYCE: Gkay. So we have a
nmoti on and a second for all of those clean-up

sort of to finalize our activity fromtoday.

Al'l those in favor signify by saying "aye.

M5, WLSON OVERHOLT: Aye.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Aye.

M5. BOYCE: Opposed, "nay." Very
good. Okay. So unless there's anything for
the Good of the Order, the Indiana El ection
Comm ssion has finished its business for
t oday. Is there a notion for us to adjourn?
WESTERCAMP:  So noved.

W LSON OVERHOLT: Second.

BOYCE: Those in favor say "aye."
W LSON OVERHOLT: Aye.
CELESTI NO- HORSENVAN:  Aye.

WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

520 50 5 3

BOYCE: Opposed, "nay." The ayes
have it and the Indiana El ecti on Conm ssion
meeti ng i s adj ourned.

(The public session is concluded at

12: 47 p.m)
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STATE OF | NDI ANA )
)
COUNTY OF BOONE )

CERTI FI CATE OF COURT REPORTER

I, Lindsay Bol a, the undersigned Court
Reporter and Notary Public, residing and
mai ntai ning offices in the City of Witestown,
County of Boone, State of |ndiana, do hereby
certify:

That at the tine and place described in this
transcript, the wi tnesses presented thensel ves
before ne for adm nistration of an oath of
trut hf ul ness, which oath I then adm ni stered;

That | then reported to the best of ny ability
i n machi ne shorthand all of the words spoken by all
parties in attendance during the course of the
ensui ng proceedi ngs, including objections, if any,
made by all counsel present;

That | | ater reduced ny stenographic notes
into the foregoing typewitten form which
typewitten transcript is a true record of the
testinony given by this witness as stated above;

| do further certify that |I am a disinterested
person in this cause of action, that I amnot a

relative or attorney or enpl oyee of any of the
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parties, that I amnot a relative of an enpl oyee of
such attorney or counsel, and that | am not
financially interested in this action.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have affixed ny Notari al
Seal and subscribed ny signature this 2nd day of
Mar ch, 2026.






