
Business Law Survey Commission Meeting 
August 16, 2020 

Remote Meeting via Conference Call 
 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Becker at 1:33 PM EST.  Quorum was met. 
 

Members attending via Conference Call: Chairman, Alan Becker, Vice-Chair, Janet 
Monroe, Secretary, Steve Thornton, Steve Fivel, Jeffery Knight, Joseph Montel, Frank 
Sullivan, Edward Thomas, Richard Thrapp, Matt Will 
 
Members not in Attendance: Michael Deam, Stuart Gutwein, Marci Reddick 
 
Others present: Rebecca Longfellow, David Maxwell, Jacob Bradshaw 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Chairman Becker introduced previous meeting minutes from September 15, 2020. 
Motion to approve carried by unanimous vote.   
 
Update from the Secretary’s Office 
David Maxwell provide a demonstration of INBiz functionality to capture FEINs. The 
purpose behind capturing FEINs and considering whether to require FEINs as part of 
business entity report filings is to further the legislature’s goal of having a shared unique 
identifier for businesses.  This will allow state agencies to be certain records are the 
same from one agency to the next.  This process will also allow agencies to share data 
and reduce filing requirements for constituents. Commissioner Sullivan raised a concern 
regarding the public access to FEINs. Rebecca Longfellow ensured that the office would 
review the auto-population of previously entered information to ensure that the public 
does not have access to FEINs.  

 
Old Business: 

• Official Comments to the Indiana Business Flexibility Act  
Commissioner Sullivan stated that there was no update to offer at this time. 
Chairmen Becker again called for volunteers to aid Commissioner Sullivan in the 
work group draft the comments. Chairmen Becker stated that he would recruit 
members if there was not a response.  

• Electronically filing custom forms 
David Maxwell stated the office is determining the costs associated for this 
functionality to be added to INBiz.  Given the Governor’s directive for 15% budget 
cuts, virtually all IT projects have been put on hold for the time being.  Rebecca 
Longfellow stated law firms have the option of submitting filings by email during 
the COVID-19 crisis.  This allows attorneys an easy way to submit custom forms. 

• Review of need for and topics on 2020 legislative agenda 
Chairmen Becker addressed the commission questioning whether the Secretary 
of State’s office should move forward will a bill for the 2021 legislative session. 
After group discussion, the commission decided to continue with the drafting 
process.  The commission identified seven topics to be included in the bill and 
Chairmen Becker assigned the topics to commissioners for drafting purposes. 



Commissioners are to complete draft language by the end of September and E-
email their work to Jacob Bradshaw.  Jacob will compile the drafts into one 
document and circulate it to the commission. 

 
New Business: 

• Indiana Business Fraud Review 
Rebecca Longfellow stated that Brandon Clifton is preparing a statement for the 
legislature relating to the Secretary of State’s response to COVID-19. From 
March – August business filings have increased by 19% in comparison to 2019.  
April was the only month with a significant decrease at 19%.  June and August 
had 40% increase as compared to 2019 and July was a 60% increase.  The 
increase seems to be related to the pandemic and economic downturn. The 
office is watching fraud and had a meeting with the Secret Service and FBI to aid 
in investigations. The office has been made aware that SBA Loans have been 
granted to business that have formed after the recommended date. Please 
encourage your clients to have a current business email address on file with the 
SOS so they are notified of unauthorized changes. Commissioner Thrapp noted 
that the interrogatory process of the Secretary of State’s office is a tool 
practitioners can rely on to address fraudulent filings.  

 
Topics to Watch/Other Business:  

• Cleaning up PC statute – add it to Hub? 
• Updating the Uniform Partnership Act (“UPA”)/Limited Partnership Act 
• Reviewing the Model Act to update the Business Trust Statute adding fees 
• Steps to advance the Commercial Courts 
• RMBCA to IBCL Comparison 

 
Adjournment: 

• Meeting adjourned at 2:35 PM EST. 
 
Next Meeting: 

• Next meeting will be held October 14, 2020.   
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