
Business Law Survey Commission Meeting 
December 10, 2018 

Indiana Government Center South – Room E-111 SOS Securities Division 
302 W. Washington Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 
 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Reddick at 1:35 PM EST.  Quorum was met. 
 

Members Present in Person: Secretary Lawson, Marci Reddick, Janet Monroe, Alan 
Becker, Frank Sullivan, Rich Thrapp 
 
Members attending via Conference Call: Alan Becker, Michael Erler, Matt Will, and 
Steve Fivel 
 
Others present: Samantha Chapman 
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Chairwoman Reddick introduced previous meeting minutes from October 11, 2018. 
Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
unanimously voted in favor of by all members present and attending via conference call. 
 
Update from the Secretary’s Office 

o Secretary Lawson gave an update related to Elections, Securities, and 
Business Services. She discussed a historic turnout during the midterm 
election and how candidates and issues truly drive turnout. The Secretary 
also discussed the voting issues in Johnson County and Porter County. 
SOS staff plans to visit Porter County to make recommendations to the 
new county clerk. Secretary Lawson also talked about the revisions to 
INBiz and the major changes that came with Hub/META. INBiz is 
continuing to add new partners, including Hoosier Lottery, Evansville, 
Greenwood, and underground storage. INBiz project manager, Jim 
Obermaier is leaving, but we are working on finding a replacement.  

• Thank you and farewell to Mike Erler! 
o Secretary Lawson presented Mike with an “Honorary Secretary of State” 

award. She thanked Mike for his instrumental work on the IBCL, his 
service to his clients over the last 34 years, and his community 
involvement. Chairwoman Reddick also thanked Mike for his service over 
the years.  

 
Election of Officers 

• The Commission determined that elections will be held at the February 2019 
meeting. Commissioner Sullivan mentioned that he will be on sabbatical during 
Spring 2019, so will not be seeking the Vice-Chair position.  
 

Old Business: 
• Official Comments for SEA 443 



o Chairwoman Reddick is going to meet with SOS staff to discuss the 
official comments and then will assign commissioners several comments 
a piece to review.  

• LLC Act Official Comments 
o Commissioner Sullivan did some research on this project and found a 

couple of prototype acts. One was revised in 2011 and one in 2013 and 
has official comments attached. He mentioned that the Commission 
would not be starting from scratch on this and that it should be a 
manageable project. Commissioner Sullivan proposed a partnership with 
one of his classes, so that law students could help draft the official 
comments, as a special project for credit.  

• Senate Enrolled Act 125 
o Samantha Chapman gave an update that the language removing the 

SOS filing requirement will be placed in the 2019 Business Services 
technical corrections bill.  

 
New Business: 

• Administrative Dissolution 
o Samantha Chapman mentioned that SOS has been receiving complaints 

related to administratively dissolving businesses. Commissioner Sullivan 
mentioned that the SOS has 60 days to dissolve by statute. 
Commissioner Thrapp mentioned that in IC 23-0.5-6-2 the current 
language is too vague referring to “organic law” and needs to be revised. 
Samantha Chapman will bring proposed language for Commission to 
review in February.  

• Reinstatement Limitation 
o Samantha Chapman mentioned that SOS has received many complaints 

about the five year limitation on reinstating a business. Commissioner 
Becker stated that lawyers do not like this because they cannot fix the 
issue for their client. Commissioners recommended adding information to 
the formation filing that clearly explains if a business does not pay its 
biennial report, that it is subject to administrative dissolution. 
Commissioners also recommended providing less information on the 
reminder and overdue postcards.  

• Electronic Service of Process Email Address 
o Samantha Chapman gave an update about a meeting with SOS and court 

technology. She mentioned the possibility of making the collection of e-
sop email addresses optional as the discussions have been focused on 
targeting Commercial Registered Agents instead. Commissioner Sullivan 
opposes as it is a change in law. Commissioner Sullivan stated that 
because the SOS and the Commission was asked by the judicial branch, 
we should continue to collect unless the court advises otherwise. 
Samantha Chapman explained that the SOS office has received 
pushback from individuals who do not have or do not want to provide an 
email address for this purpose. Commissioner Will wants to see the data 
of these complaints. Samantha Chapman will work on pulling this 
information and will report back at the next meeting. Commissioners also 
asked that Judge Mathias and Bob Rath be invited to the next 
Commission meeting.  

 



Topics to Watch/Other Business:  
• Commercial Courts 

o Commissioner Sullivan gave an update on the commercial court pilot 
project and provided commissioners with the working group’s final report 
and recommendations. He mentioned that some of the working group 
members have differing opinions regarding whether the commercial court 
opt-in should be required instead. Chairwoman Reddick agreed to send a 
letter of endorsement and assistance in implementation to C.J. Rush. 
Commissioner Sullivan went over the nine recommendations for the 
Commissioners on the phone. Commissioner Thrapp moved that the 
Commission support the resolution. All commissioners were in favor of 
sending a letter of support for the working groups’ final report and 
recommendations.  

• RMBCA 
Adjournment: 

• Meeting adjourned at 2:42 PM EST. 
 
Next Meeting: 

• Next meeting will be February 14, 2019 at 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
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