
Business Law Survey Commission Meeting 
February 8, 2018 

Indiana Government Center South – Conference Room 4 
302 W. Washington Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 
 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Reddick at 1:34 PM EST.  Quorum was met. 
 

Members Present in Person: Marci Reddick, Stu Gutwein, Matt Will, and Rich Thrapp 
 
Members attending via Conference Call: Joe Montel, Alan Becker, Ed Thomas, and 
Steve Fivel 
 
Others present: Samantha Chapman  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Chairwoman Reddick introduced previous meeting minutes from November 30, 2017. 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
unanimously voted in favor of by all members present and attending via conference call. 
 
Update from the Secretary’s Office 

• The Secretary was unable to attend.  
• INBiz Update 

o INBiz 2017 Statistics were distributed to the Commission. 
 Questions were raised about how many benefit corporations and 

series LLC are active in Indiana. 
 Commissioner Will also was interested in learning if we have more 

information on foreign corporations and LLCs. For example, where 
is the entity’s home state? Samantha Chapman will look into these 
questions and report back at the April meeting. 

• Business Services Update 
o The Secretary’s office published on its website and distributed the 

Hub/META derivation tables to practitioners and service companies after 
receiving numerous requests about a reference sheet comparing the old 
and new law.  

o SB 180 passed in the Senate and has been assigned to the House 
Judiciary committee.  

Old Business: 
• 2018 Technical Corrections Bill to 443 

o Mike Smith’s comments 
 Mike Smith noted a typo that was already in SB 180 as a 

correction. Commissioner Reddick suggested that in Section 7 of 
the bill that we remove the word “nonprofit corporation” because in 
the past have not allowed “co” or “limited.” Commissioner Reddick 
stated that “co” or “limited” implies that the entity is for-profit. 
Making the amendment was taken by consensus. 

• Rebecca Longfellow noted that this language was 
previously in 23-17-5-1, so Commissioner Reddick agreed 



that we should leave the language in SB 180 as is, so no 
amendment is necessary.  

• Official Comments for SEA 443 
o Please take the time to review the Hub/Meta official comments and return 

your suggestions and revisions to Samantha Chapman. We plan to 
release the official comments in March after SB 180 has passed and the 
updated version of the official comments will include the technical 
changes.  

• Update on RMBCA to IBCL Comparison 
o The working group will re-convene in June/July after the ABA releases 

the “spoke” model draft for states that have adopted the hub/spokes 
model law like Indiana.  

• Official Comments for Benefit Corporations 
o There are very few benefit corporations actually in existence. The 

Commission agreed that it does not make sense to do a lot of work on 
creating comments for an entity that is not widely used. Commissioners 
stated they would rather put energy in creating comments for more 
actively used entities.  

• Official Comments to the LLC Act 
o There are notes floating around from the LLC Act revision consideration 

about official comments. Commissioner Thrapp stated that the 
HUB/META official comments are useful because of the major changes. 
The Commission could look at the official comments to the BCL to 
provide insight about the dissolution in Indiana for LLC process as well. 
We could use the BCL comments to explain why the LLC Act is the way it 
is. It would be sufficient to focus on the major deviations from the BCL. 
LLCs are the most widely used entity by far. Commissioners, please let 
Samantha Chapman know at the next meeting if you are willing to join a 
working group for this project.  

• Governor’s request for updated information, background check authorization, and 
financial disclosures form from Commissioners 

o Commissioner Will suggested that commissioners should disclose some 
of the information from the request. He thinks the intent behind the 
request is legitimate. Commissioner Reddick stated that she thought 
commissioners did not need to comply. Commissioner Thrapp mentioned 
that Commissioner Sullivan wanted to have a discussion with the 
Inspector General’s office on this request. Chairwoman Reddick is going 
to follow up with Jerry Bonnet to see if the Governor is still expecting this 
information from the commissioners. Chairwoman Reddick stated that the 
BLSC does not report to the executive branch and that the Commission 
has its own operating rules.  

 
New Business: 

• SOS Question about whether a business can serve as a 
principal/officer/governing person? 

o Commissioners discussed that an officer is typically a person. For LLCs, 
a member or manager does not necessarily have to be a natural person. 
Commissioner Thrapp stated that the idea of a business as an officer is 
odd and counterintuitive. The Commission expressed its thoughts that a 
governing person should be a natural person.  



• Collection of Service of Process email addresses 
o For e-filing, the process is an option to elect. The courts portal likely will 

have an email registration process, so it is different than simply serving a 
complaint by email. Commissioners discussed that some people receive 
over 500 emails per day and that sometimes important emails go to the 
spam folder. This could cause default judgments and serious 
consequences. Commissioners noted that this will require an amendment 
to the Indiana Trial Rules. Commissioner Becker stated that the reason 
we are collecting the emails is to accommodate the judiciary. He 
understands that the judiciary is creating a secure portal. The 
Commissioners raised an important question: do you automatically 
consent to electronic service of process by providing your email to the 
secretary of state? Commissioners asked that Judge Mathias or another 
court technology task force member attend the next Business Law Survey 
Commission meeting so that these important questions can be answered.  

• Commission Vacancy 
o Samantha Chapman reported that the Governor’s office should have a 

recommendation within the next 2-3 weeks.  
• Straight Answer Saturday 

o Commissioner Will announced to the Commission that the University of 
Indianapolis and the Secretary of State’s office is holding Straight Answer 
Saturday on February 10th. Attendees will receive free legal and financial 
planning advice. Commissioner Will stated that they need more attorney 
volunteers and asked attorneys who are free on Saturday to come get 
some pro bono credit.  

• Meeting Frequency 
o Chairwoman Reddick asked the commissioners their preferences on 

meeting frequency. Commissioner Thrapp stated that he was in favor of 
fewer meetings. Chairwoman Reddick suggested that the commission 
move to bi-monthly meetings. All commissioners agreed. There will be no 
March meeting and we will instead meet on April 12, 2018.  

Adjournment: 
• Meeting adjourned at 2:18 PM EST. 

 
Next Meeting: 

• Next meeting will be April 12, 2018 at 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 


	Business Law Survey Commission Meeting
	Indiana Government Center South – Conference Room 4
	302 W. Washington Street
	Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Reddick at 1:34 PM EST.  Quorum was met.
	Approval of Minutes:
	Update from the Secretary’s Office
	 The Secretary was unable to attend.
	 INBiz Update
	o INBiz 2017 Statistics were distributed to the Commission.
	 Questions were raised about how many benefit corporations and series LLC are active in Indiana.
	 Commissioner Will also was interested in learning if we have more information on foreign corporations and LLCs. For example, where is the entity’s home state? Samantha Chapman will look into these questions and report back at the April meeting.
	 Business Services Update
	o The Secretary’s office published on its website and distributed the Hub/META derivation tables to practitioners and service companies after receiving numerous requests about a reference sheet comparing the old and new law.
	o SB 180 passed in the Senate and has been assigned to the House Judiciary committee.
	Old Business:
	 Mike Smith noted a typo that was already in SB 180 as a correction. Commissioner Reddick suggested that in Section 7 of the bill that we remove the word “nonprofit corporation” because in the past have not allowed “co” or “limited.” Commissioner Red...
	 Rebecca Longfellow noted that this language was previously in 23-17-5-1, so Commissioner Reddick agreed that we should leave the language in SB 180 as is, so no amendment is necessary.
	 Official Comments for SEA 443
	o Please take the time to review the Hub/Meta official comments and return your suggestions and revisions to Samantha Chapman. We plan to release the official comments in March after SB 180 has passed and the updated version of the official comments w...
	 Update on RMBCA to IBCL Comparison
	o The working group will re-convene in June/July after the ABA releases the “spoke” model draft for states that have adopted the hub/spokes model law like Indiana.
	New Business:
	Adjournment:
	Next Meeting:
	 Next meeting will be April 12, 2018 at 1:30-3:00 p.m.

