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To: Indiana State Board of Education 

From: Chad E. Ranney – General Counsel, Indiana State Board of Education 

Date: August 12, 2020 

RE: Approval of Governing Body Change – MSD of Southwest Allen County 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: After review of the materials provided by the Board of 

School Trustees for the MSD of Southwest Allen County (“Southwest Allen County”), it is 

evident that 1) the governing body resolution was properly approved by Southwest Allen 

County; 2) the resolution was properly published in a local newspaper; and 3) the county 

clerk certified that no protest petitions or alternative plan amendments were submitted to 

the clerk’s office. Additionally, the plan amendment satisfies the applicable legal 

requirements under Indiana Code. It is recommended that the Indiana State Board of 

Education (“Board”) approve the plan pursuant to I.C. 20-23-8-15. 

Pursuant to IC 20-23-8-10(a)(2), Southwest Allen County adopted a resolution to initiate a 

plan to change its governing body on February 4, 2020. Subsequent to Southwest Allen County 

adopting the resolution to amend its governing body, it submitted the attached materials for the 

Board’s review and consideration. The materials included the prior governing body plan, the 

resolution adopted by Southwest Allen County, the minutes from Southwest Allen County’s board 

meeting during which the resolution was adopted, the local publication information that includes 

the language of the new governing body plan, and the county clerk’s certification that no protest 

petitions or alternative plan amendments were submitted to the clerk’s office. Southwest Allen 

County’s resolution seeks to increase the number of “at-large seats” from one (1) to three (3) and 

reduce the number of “residence district seats” from four (4) to two (2). The Board of School 

Trustees will still be comprised of five (5) elected members. The proposed amendment reads: 

WHEREAS, the Board of School Trustees is the governing body of MSD 

of Southwest Allen County (SACS), Allen County, Indiana; and 

WHEREAS, SACS encompasses two township in Allen County: Aboite 

and Lafayette; and 

WHEREAS, the current School Board is comprised of five members and all 

of the voters within SACS, regardless of township, may vote for all 5 members; 

and 

WHEREAS, there is a large discrepancy in the populations of the two 

townships; 
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WHEREAS, the School Board believes that it would [be] more equitable to 

the voters to increase the number of at-large seats and reduce the number of 

residence district seats; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of School Trustees resolves 

to change its structure to five seats of three at-large seats and one residence district 

seat per Township. Specifically, the two “residence district seats” that will be up 

for election in 2022 will become “at-large seats” beginning with the 2022 election. 

All other seats will remain the same. 
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