
 

 

BEFORE THE INDIANA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

IN RE:      ) Cause No.: 06-052020 

TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL (C561) ) 

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF TRINITY’S 

REQUEST FOR WAIVER FOR DELAY OF A-F CONSEQUENCES 

Trinity Christian School (“Trinity”) is requesting a waiver to delay A-F consequences for 

the 2020-2021 school year pursuant to Ind. Code § 20-51-4-9. 

I. BASIS FOR AGENCY REVIEW 

During the 2017 legislative session, the Indiana General Assembly enacted P.L. 251-2017, 

which, in relevant part, amended Ind. Code § 20-51-4-9 to include subpart (b), which permits an 

eligible school subject to consequences to request that the Indiana State Board of Education 

(“Board”) grant a waiver of consequences for one (1) year. 

A. Consequences Under Ind. Code § 20-51-4-9(a) 

In general, an eligible school may accept choice scholarship funds from eligible choice 

scholarship students enrolled at the school.  However, an eligible school that receives any 

combination of D’s or F’s in consecutive years will have its ability to receive new choice 

scholarship students suspended.  Under subsection (a), the school’s ability to receive choice 

scholarship students shall remain suspended until the eligible school receives a C or better in 

consecutive years as prescribed by statute.  

B. Requests For Waiver Or Delay Of Consequences Under Ind. Code 

§ 20-51-4-9(B) 

Indiana Code § 20-51-4-9(b) provides eligible schools with an option to avoid 

consequences imposed under subsection (a).  Pursuant to Ind. Code § 20-51-4-9(b), an eligible 

school subject to the consequences imposed under subsection (a) may submit a request to the Board 

to waive consequences for a period of one (1) year.  In order to obtain the waiver, subsection (b) 

provides, in relevant part, that the Board “may grant a request to an eligible school that requests a 

waiver or delay under this subsection if the eligible school demonstrates that a majority of 

students in the eligible school demonstrated academic improvement during the preceding school 

year” (emphasis added).  In other words, the Board’s ability to grant an eligible school’s waiver 

request is contingent upon whether the eligible school satisfies the legal threshold that a majority 

of students demonstrated academic improvement during the preceding year.  Even if an eligible 

school satisfies the legal threshold necessary to receive a waiver, the Board may still deny the 

request.  Waivers can only be granted for one year; however, a school may return to the Board and 

ask for a waiver the following year until it is removed from consequences under the statute. 








