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To: Indiana State Board of Education 
From: William Ottensmeyer, Staff Attorney 
Date: October 15, 2025 
RE: Approval of Governing Body Change – East Gibson School Corporation 
 
Recommendation: Approve the proposed governing body plan change 
 
Pursuant to IC 20-23-8, the Board of School Trustees of East Gibson School Corporation 
(“EGSC”) adopted a resolution to initiate a change to EGSC’s governing body plan. After adopting 
the resolution, EGSC submitted the attached materials for the Indiana State Board of Education’s 
(“Board”) review and consideration, in accordance with the requirements set forth in IC 20-23-8-
15.  
 
Indiana Department of Education (“Department”) staff reviewed the attached material and 
determined that EGSC’s plan and the manner in which it was initiated satisfy the requirements set 
forth in IC 20-23-8. As such, EGSC’s new governing body plan is recommended for approval. 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

OF THE EAST GIBSON SCHOOL CORPORATION 

A RESOLUTION INITIATING AN AMENDED AND RESTATED PLAN OF 

ORGANIZATION CHANGING THE GOVERNING BODY TO RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS 

WHEREAS, East Gibson Schoo] Corporation (hereinafter "EGSC") was created pursuant 
to a countywide school reorganization plan from 1963 legislation that was adopted pursuant to 
the School Reor�anization Act of 1959; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Schoo] Trustees (hereinafter "Board") of EGSC is now (prior to 
the passage of this immediate Resolution) constituted as a five-member non-partisan elected 
Board as follows: ( 1) one members residing in and elected by the voters in Barton Township 
(District One); (2) one member residing in and elected by the voters of Columbia Township; (3) 
one member residing in and elected by the voters of Center Township; ( 4) one member residing 
in and elected by the voters of the City of Oakland City; and (5) one member living anywhere 
within the school district and elected by all voters in the school district; and 

WHEREAS, subsequent shifts in population, as determined by census data, have caused 

r- the current Board to conclude that there should be initiated a proposed plan to change the method
of electing the EGSC Board, so that residency requirements of members are retained, however,
all voters in the East Gibson School Corporation will vote for all candidates; and

WHEREAS, the provisions oflndiana Code 20-23-8 provide the Board with the authority 
and designated processes by which such a proposed plan to change the composition of the 
residential districts that comprise a governing body of a public school corporation might 
initiated, advertised and ultimately adopted; 

NOW, T HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by this Board that pursuant to the provisions 
of Indiana Code 20-23-8-10(a)(2), it hereby adopts the following changes in the EGSC 
Organization Plan by which members of the EGSC Board are to be elected fol1owing the 
Effective Date hereof, as set forth below. 

AMENDED AND RESTATED PLAN FOR CHANGE T O  RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
COMPOSITION OF GOVERNING BODY 

1. Board of School Trustees (Board) oftheEast Gibson School Corporation{EGSC)

1.1. Number & Residential Districts

The governance ofEGSC shall be vested in a non-partisan Board composed of five (5) 
members elected at a November general election in accordance with the provisions of 
Indiana Code 20-23-4-29.1 and Indiana Code 3-8-2.5. 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES
OF THE EAST GIBSON SCHOOL CORPORATION

PUBLIC NOTICE OF THE ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION
INITIATING AN AMENDED AND RESTATED PLAN OF ORGANIZATION

CHANGING TO VOTING FOR ALL CANDIDATES
BY ALL VOTERS IN THE SCHOOL CORPORATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in accordance with the provisions of Indiana Code 20-23-8-14, that the Board of School
Trustees (“Board”) of the East Gibson School Corporation (“EGSC”) did, on April 14, 2025, approve a Resolution
initiating a plan changing the residential district criteria and composition for the election of members to the Board, as
the governing body of the school corporation.
The text of the plan initiated by the Board is as follows:
AMENDED AND RESTATED PLAN FOR CHANGE TO RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT COMPOSITION OF GOVERNING BODY
1. Board of School Trustees (Board) of the East Gibson School Corporation (EGSC)
1.1. Number & Residential Districts

The governance of EGSC shall be vested in a non-partisan Board composed of five (5) members elected at
a November general election in accordance with the provisions of Indiana Code 20-23-4-29.1 and Indiana
Code 3-8-2.5.
Members shall be elected as follows:
1.1.1. Barton Township
One (1) member shall be elected by all eligible voters in the East Gibson School Corporation.

1.1.2. Center Township
One (1) member shall be elected by all eligible voters in the East Gibson School Corporation.

1.1.3. The City of Oakland City
One (1) member shall be elected by all eligible voters in the East Gibson School Corporation.

1.1.4. Columbia Township, excluding Oakland City
One (1) member shall be elected by all eligible voters in the East Gibson School Corporation.

1.1.5. At Large
One (1) member shall be elected by all eligible voters in the East Gibson School Corporation.

2. Term of Office
2.1. Membership on the EGSC Board shall constitute the holding of a “lucrative office” as said term is used in

Article 2, §9 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana.
2.2. Members shall be elected to a term of office of four (4) years commencing as of January 1 of the year

following the year of their election.
3. Organization and Appointment of Officers
3.1. The Board shall annually organize within fifteen (15) days after the commencement date of the members’

terms of office, or within such time as might otherwise be required by applicable law.
3.2. The Board shall select from among its membership a president, vice president and secretary, each of whom

shall be a different member of the Board.
3.3. The Board may make such other appointments as permitted by, and in accordance with, applicable law.

4. Compensation
Members shall be entitled to compensation for the performance of their duties on the Board, as limited by
applicable law and as determined, from time to time, by resolution of the Board.

5. Eligibility for Membership on Board
Eligibility for Membership on the Board shall be governed by Indiana Code, including but not limited to Indiana
Code 3-8-1-34.

6. Vacancies on Board
6.1. Vacancies on the Board existing because of the death of a school board member shall be filled in the

manner provided by Indiana Code 20-26-4-4.5, as from time to time amended.
6.2. Vacancies on the Board existing for any reason other than the death of an elected, qualified and acting

school board member shall be filled in the manner provided by Indiana Code 20-26-4-4, as from time to
time amended.

7. Transition Plan Pending Board Elections
7.1. Schedule of Current Board Terms and Listing of Current Residential Districts

The terms of office of the current members of the Board, their respective residential election districts, their
last election dates, their next election dates and the dates of seating following their next election under the
existing EGSC governing body selection plan are as follows:

District Existing Member Current Term Current Term Seating Date Next
# District Begins Ends of Next Term Election
1 Barton Township Steven Sevier 01/01/2023 12/31/2026 01/01/2027 November 2026
2 Center Township Lincoln Edwards 01/01/2025 12/31/2029 01/01/2030 November 2029
3 City of Oakland City Joshua Brewer 01/01/2023 12/31/2026 01/01/2027 November 2026
4 Columbia Township,

excluding
Oakland City Roger Sermersheim 01/01/2025 12/31/2029 01/01/2030 November 2029

5 At Large Lynn Rowe 01/01/2023 12/31/2026 01/01/2027 November 2026
7.2. Transition of Residential District Representation

The representation of the existing residential districts shall be transitioned under this proposed plan change
in the following manner:
7.2.1. In the November 2026, general election, the terms of members Steven Sevier (current District One);

Joshua Brewer (current District Three); and Lynn Rowe (current District Five) would end at the year
end and their replacements would run as candidates to be voted on by all eligible voters in the EGSC.
Each of the elected replacement candidates would commence his/her term of office as of January 1,
2027, and those terms would and as of December 31, 2030.

7.2.2. In the November, 2029, general election, the terms of members Lincoln Edwards (current District
Two); and Roger Sermersheim (current District Four) would end at year end and their replacements
would run as candidates to be voted on by all eligible voters in the EGSC.
Each of the elected replacement candidates would commence his/her term of office as of January 1,
2030, and those terms would end as of December 31, 2033.

7.3. Election Date for Board Members under Proposed Plan Change
Upon passage of this proposed plan change and its becoming effective upon the Effective Date, all
members of the Board will be elected at general elections held in November of the appropriate years as set
forth above.

8. Retention of Terms of Originally Adopted Plan of Organization
Except as specifically modified herein or contradicted by State of Indiana law, all other terms and conditions
of the original EGSC Plan of Reorganization, as approved by the Indiana State Commission on School
Reorganization shall remain fully effective after the Effective Date hereof.

9. Effective Date
All aspects of this proposed plan change shall become effective as of its certification by the Indiana Department
of Education (assuming no protest petitions to this Board initiated plan or alternate plans are filed).

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that not later than one hundred twenty (120) days after the publication of this notice
voters residing within the overall boundaries of the East Gibson School Corporation may file with the Clerk of the
Gibson Circuit Court a petition protesting the above Plan or a petition submitting an alternative plan in accordance with
the following parameters:

1. A petition protesting the above Plan shall be signed by at least twenty percent (20%) o the voters of the school
corporation or five hundred (500) voters of the school corporation, whichever is less.

2. A petition submitting an alternative plan shall be signed by at least twenty percent (20%) of the voters of the
school corporation.

EAST GIBSON SCHOOL CORPORATION

By:

Lynn Rowe
Secretary of the Board of School Trustee

______________________
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