Indiana Board of Nursing
ATTN: Audrea Racine, JD
402 West Washington Street
Room W 072
Indianapolis, IN 46204

RE: LSA Document #24-114 Requirements to Practice as a Forensic Nurse; Continuing Education

Dear Indiana Board of Nursing,
I am writing to you today to raise my concerns for the Forensic Nursing Education Rule (LSA Document #24-114). I have concerns that the state is favoring a specific SANE training program over other training programs in Indiana in the language that is used in the legislation. The Indiana University Health and IU School of Nursing Academic-Practice Partnership for Forensic Nursing was established last year through the same HRSA grant that the Indiana SANE Training Project receives. We had an astonishing 43 nurses apply for our program in the first round of trainings. We have been teaching the 40-hour didactic for almost 20 years in Marion County but now can provide the training free through this grant. We really need to go back to Senator Crider to reword this piece of legislature. As a lifetime member of the Emergency Nurses Association (ENA) this legislation was not vetted through any committee with Indiana ENA as portrayed as I am a member of the ENA forensic committee and ENA government affairs committee.
I do have more questions than comments on this ruling that everyone needs to consider. Do we have to stop teaching this course until we get on the ISBN agenda to get approval? We are just delaying getting forensic nurses out in the workforce which we really need right now if established programs are not grandfathered in. In fact, we could lose our grant funding if we are not holding courses. I see the approval process proposed to be burdensome to trainings programs who apply for grants and will delay getting forensic nurses out in the workforce in a timely manner if there is a delay in getting approval. There are multiple online trainings participants can take for the SANE training which many in rural counties do take. What kind of rules will be established for online based trainings? Indiana is lacking in forensic nurses in the rural community and if they can’t take an online course for training then I am afraid we have put another barrier in place for them. 
Also, does the ISBN have the expertise in forensic nursing, that would not be a conflict of interest, to know what “good” looks like for a training program for it to be approved. The Office on Violence Against Women has guidelines for sexual assault training programs and so does the International Association of Forensic Nurses. Which guidelines would the ISBN go by? Also, one training program should not evaluate a competitive training program. This seems like a conflict of interest to me if we are proposing this. 
I am confused on the wording in Sec. 25 a. “as a training program described in Ind. Code 2523-1-35(a)(A) and rules established for the SANE Training Project by the Indiana State Department of Health”. The Indiana SANE Training Project is not a part of the Indiana State Department of Health. I believe the wording is confusing here. 
What “evidence” needs to be produced to prove a training program is substantially equivalent to a training program identified by the SANE coordinator? It seems like this is a vague statement. I would think one would want learning objectives and course curriculum to determine if the program is equivalent to another program. There needs to be a rubric and/or criteria to evaluate these new forensic nursing training programs. Maybe a subcommittee of forensic nurses to review potential training programs? 
There needs to be a better definition of approved contact hours for forensic nurses. The document just states contact hours of continuing education must be relevant to the practice of a SANE nurse. Would a training on domestic violence, gun shot wounds, or stabbings be considered relevant to a SANE? I can tell you this is much of our patient population where I work, and sexual assaults are less than 20% of our patient population. I would rather my nurses take continuing education on topics that we see almost daily. 
	I am confused on the last statement of the document (g). Is ISBN trying to differentiate between a forensic nurse and SANE here? The title of the ruling is “Requirements to practice as a forensic nurse” but throughout the document we state SANE nurse. As a board member for the Academy of Forensic Nursing I can tell you that the national movement is to call us forensic nurses as we see all patient of violence and not just sexual assaults. A lot of my sexual assaults are also a victim of domestic violence or stabbings. Forensic nurses really need the knowledge base of how to take care of all victims of violence since they often coincide each other. Please consider this when making a ruling on the continuing education requirements. 
Thank you for your time,



Natalie Calow MSN, RN, CEN, AFN-C
IU Health and IU School of Nursing Academic-Practice Partnership for Forensic Nursing
ncalow@iuhealth.org 

