Projects Excluded from NEPA Review

The US DOE has determined the following bounded categories of activities that are funded by the State Energy Program Notice 14-01are categorically excluded from further NEPA review, absent extraordinary circumstances, cumulative impacts, or connected actions that may lead to significant impacts on the environment, or any inconsistency with “integral elements” (as contained in 10 C.F.R. Part 1021, Appendix B) as they relate to a particular project:

Bounded Categories for Exclusion:

1.  Funding energy efficiency retrofits, provided that projects apply the restrictions of each state’s programmatic agreement with SHPO, and are limited to (B5.1):

a. installation of insulation;
b.  installation of energy efficient lighting;

c. HVAC upgrades (to existing systems);
d. weather sealing;
e. purchase and installation of ENERGY STAR appliances (such as but not limited to; furnaces and air conditioners);
f. replacement of windows and doors;
g. high efficiency shower/faucet upgrades; and

2. Installation of onsite renewable energy technology, such as solar powered appliances and biomass heating systems. 
3. Development, implementation, and installation of onsite renewable energy technology that generates electricity from renewable resources, provided that projects are limited to:
a. a. Solar Electricity/Photovoltaic - appropriately sized system or unit on existing rooftops and parking shade structures; or a 60 kW system or smaller unit installed on the ground within the boundaries of an existing facility. 
b. b. Wind Turbine - 20 kW or smaller. 
c. Solar Thermal (including solar thermal hot water) - system must be 20 kW or smaller. 
d. Ground Source Heat Pump - 5.5 tons of capacity or smaller, horizontal/vertical, ground, closed-loop system. 
e. Combined Heat and Power System - boilers sized appropriately for the buildings in which they are located. 
f. Biomass Thermal - 3 MMBTUs per hour or smaller system with appropriate Best Available Control Technologies (BACT) installed and operated. 

4.  Development, implementation and installation of energy efficient (B5.1) or renewable energy-powered (dependent on technology) emergency systems (lighting, cooling, heat, shelter) installed in existing buildings and facilities.

5.  Installation of alternative fueling pumps and systems (but not storage tanks) installed on existing facilities (other than a large biorefinery); purchase of alternative fuel vehicles. 
