
Hoosier Homegrown Fuels Blender Pump Grant Program Application
Total Funds Available: $1,345,000
Applications Due: March 16, 2016
Awardees Announced in April

Thank you for your interest in the Hoosier Homegrown Fuels Grant Program.  It is the goal of this program to increase the availability and use of higher ethanol blends in Indiana.  This program pays for the purchase of blender pump dispensers UL87A-E25 and UL87A-E85 and related hanging hardware to dispense E15 – E85 for a minimum period of five years, after the December 31, 2016, project deployment period end date. 
The Indiana Corn Marketing Council's (ICMC) and the Indiana Office of Energy Development, along with the Indiana State Department of Agriculture, Greater Indiana Clean Cities and South Shore Clean Cities have partnered to make this Pump Program ("Program") available to publicly accessible fuel retail stations in Indiana.  The goal of these funds is to expand the availability of higher ethanol blends in areas of Indiana where blends of E15 – E85 are limited or not available.  It is the goal of the project to deploy 110 blender pumps capable of dispensing these higher ethanol blends. Approximately eighty, UL87A-E25 and thirty, UL87A-E85 blender pumps will be deployed as a result of this project.

The Program will award grants of between 70% to 79% towards the purchase of UL87A-E25 and UL87A-E85 dispensers capable of blending up to E25 (a blend of 25% ethanol and 75% gasoline), and ULE85 dispensers, capable of dispensing blends up to E85 (blends above E15 are only authorized for sale to flex fuel vehicles, capable of running on ethanol blends up toE85).  A minimum of two and a maximum of five dispensers, per location, are eligible for funds.

Funding Eligibility Details and Criteria:
· Only new installations or replacement of existing dispensers are eligible; no dispenser retrofits
· UL87A-E25 eligible up to $13,000/dispenser, for 70% of project cost
· UL87A-E85 eligible up to $25,000/dispenser, for 79% of project cost
· Underground tanks not eligible for grant funds
· Tanks must be rated to store higher ethanol blends
· Only costs incurred after grant award notification will be eligible for funds. Equipment orders placed prior to notification of award, will not be eligible for grant funds.  
· Must adhere to all state and federal guidelines, codes, rules and regulations related to selling higher ethanol blends
· All project must be complete by September 1, 2016
· All invoices must be submitted by October 1, 2016 to be eligible for payment

Grants will be awarded based on a scoring criteria outlined in the grant application.  Preference will be given to those applications that best outline a strategic marketing plan to promote, expand and develop the sale of higher ethanol blended fuels in Indiana. Among the criteria considered will be the location of the project site, estimated annual sales of E15 - E85, signage, contracts with FFV fleets, etc.   

Applications must be complete with all required information to be eligible for considered. If all information is not received at the same time, the last date (of postmark, fax, or email) will be used for recording receipt. 

By submitting an application, you agree to the conditions set forth above, as well as those in the Program Terms and Conditions detailed in the application. Note that: Submission of an application does not guarantee funds. Program funding is limited and this program is subject to change or termination at any time and without notice. 

Thank you for your interest.



Completed Applications should be emailed to both the following addressed: 
Grants@oed.in.gov
kparrent@indianacorn.org

A. Applicant Information 

Corporation Name: ______________________________________________ 


Corporate Address: ______________________________________________


City: __________________________ State: _________ Zip: ______________ 


County: ___________________ Federal ID # __________________________ 


Corporate Contact Person: _____________________________________


Title: _____________________________________________________ 


Phone: Office ____________________ Mobile ____________________


Email: ______________________________ Fax: _______________ 


Name of Preparer of Application (if different than corporate contact): ___________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________ Email: _________________________


Please utilize corresponding excel file to provide the necessary information for each location.  
If installing two types of dispensers at a single site, insert additional line and label with same line number from above inserted line and mark “a”





Site selection justification: 
Why is/are the location(s) strategic? What is station's proximity to metropolitan areas and/or target counties outlined in scoring criteria?  What is the population of the nearest city/town?

Do you have fleet customers who operate flex fuel vehicles? _________________________________________________

Do you have commitments from fleet customers to use higher ethanol fuel blends? ____________________________
If yes, provide copies of such agreement(s).

If yes, how many fleet customers? __________________      Number of FFVs represented? ____________________ 

Budget (Also complete the Excel Budget Spreadsheet):

UL87A-E25 Request:
Total Cost of UL87A-E25 Dispensers: _____________________________________________
Total UL87A-E25 Grant Request (Total cost X 70%): _________________________________
Number of Pumps: ___________________________________________________________

E85 Request:
Total Cost of UL87A-E85 Dispensers: _____________________________________________
Total UL87A-E85 Grant Request (Total Cost X 79%): _________________________________
Number of Pumps: ___________________________________________________________

Applicant Cost Match: _________________________________________________________

Total Amount of Grant Request: ________________ 	Total Number of Pumps: _______________





Marketing 
Provide a detailed explanation of how you plan to market proposed higher ethanol blended fuels. Explain how consumers will gain increased product awareness and be encouraged to utilize the fuel.   (Attach additional pages as needed) In addition to the proposed marketing plan, awardees will be given a menu list of outreach options to be utilized in the overall Programs marketing and outreach initiatives.  This list will include, but may not be limited to, grand opening events, reward card members targeted mailings, discount coupons for higher ethanol blended fuels, social media outreach, billboards, Etc.  Each awardee will be required to select three or more options to promote their locations.


Project Deployment timeline: 

Estimated project beginning date __________ 
Expected project completion date ____________ Estimated Date public sale begins? _____________
Note: Equipment cannot be ordered until after grant awardee notifications are made, after November 9, 2015.
All projects must be completed, inspected by Program partner and invoices submitted by October 1, 2016.

Estimated Equipment Date After Award? ________________________

Estimated Project Installation Start Date? ________________________

Estimated Date Higher Ethanol Blend Available for Sale to Consumers? ___________________________



Application Package Checklist
Complete Application; Incomplete applications will not be considered for award
· Application Form
· Application Budget Excel spreadsheet
· FSA-850 form
· Quotes from equipment providers for UL Certified higher ethanol blender pumps
· Proof of Insurance
Hoosier Homegrown Fuels Scoring Criteria
The Indiana Home Grown Fuels Grant Program Scoring Committee will score applications based on the following criteria:
· Complete application
· Project Timeline
· Dispensers must continue to sell the higher ethanol blend funded, through December 31, 2021
· Location of project site
· Extra points will be awarded to projects in proximity to metropolitan areas, high traffic corridors, and counties with limited access to higher ethanol blends such as, but not limited to; Tipton, Bartholomew, Monroe, Delaware, Fulton, Henry and Allen counties.
· Number of FFV auto dealers within 25 miles of project site.
· If offering E85, proximity to existing E85 stations, see www.afdc.energy.gov/locator/stations select Indiana, select E85.
· Shows 189 E85 stations across Indiana.  An excel sheet can be downloaded for review of exact locations
· Estimated annual sales of higher ethanol blends (gallons)
· Marketing and promotional Plan
· Number of contracts with FFV Fleets

Certification of acceptance of Program Terms and Conditions
Applicant certifies that: 
· If funds are awarded, the applicant will carry out the project activities in the manner described in this application. 
· Applicant agrees to sell E85 and/or one of the following blends: E15, E20, E30, E40, E50, for a minimum of five years, at each pump for which funds have been awarded. Applicant agrees that failure to do so will require all or a portion of the allocated funds to be repaid. During the Project deployment period, Applicant is required to submit quarterly project reports, see reporting timeline outline below, outlining project status.  Once project deployment period is complete, applicant will be required to submit annual reports of ethanol volume sales for a period of 6 years; 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021, 2022 with reports due February after the ending calendar year.   See reporting schedules outlined below. 
· Applicant will comply with all federal and state applicable laws, ordinances, codes, rules and regulations as it related to selling higher ethanol blended fuels. Failure to do so will result in request of funds being repaid to Corn Growers
· Applicants must specifically familiarize themselves with EPA Guidelines as it relates to the sell and marketing of E15; http://www3.epa.gov/otaq/regs/fuels/additive/e15/ 
· Applicant must, in areas not required to use reformulated gasoline ensure that E15 vapor pressure does not exceed 9psi; in the months of June – September.
· Applicant will defend, indemnify and hold harmless Indiana Corn Marketing Council, its directors, members, officers, employees, agents and representatives (the "ICMC Group"), the Indiana Office of Energy Development, Indiana State Department of Agriculture, Greater Indiana Clean Cities and South Shore Clean Cities from and against any and all liabilities, losses, suits, judgments, claims, demands and causes of action in connection with the performance of this project by Applicant. 
· • If ICMC believes that Applicant has breached this agreement, ICMC shall first provide Applicant with written notice of such breach.  If Applicant fails to cure the defect within thirty (30) days of receipt of such notice, then ICMC may pursue action as described immediately below to enforce this agreement as a result of such breach. 
·  Applicant agrees that if ICMC commences any action to enforce this agreement (after Applicant’s failure to cure as provided immediately above), and prevails in such action, ICMC shall be entitled, in addition to all legal and equitable remedies, to collect from Applicant all costs and expenses incurred by ICMC in taking such action, including, but not limited to, ICMC's reasonable attorneys' fees and costs of litigation.  Notwithstanding anything in this paragraph to the contrary, except for Applicant’s right to cure, which still applies, ICMC shall be entitled to collect from Applicant all costs and expenses incurred by ICMC in taking action against Applicant to enforce this contract, including, but not limited to, ICMC's reasonable attorneys' fees and costs of litigation, if the parties settle such enforcement action.
· Applicant agrees (a) that the laws of the State of Indiana (without giving effect to its conflicts of law principles) govern all maters arising out of or relating to this agreement and all of the transactions it contemplates, including, without limitation, its validity, interpretation, construction, performance, and enforcement; (b) that Applicant will be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the state and federal courts of Indiana regardless of Applicant's legal domicile, the place of the transaction, or the principal place of business of Applicant; (c) that the exclusive venue for any action is in the circuit or superior court of Marion County in the State of Indiana or the United States District Court for the Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division; that the exclusive choice of forum set forth above does not prohibit the enforcement of any judgment obtained in that forum or any other appropriate forum. 
· Applicant further understands the funds will be released only to the approved applicant and only after completion of the blender pump(s) installation project and submission of receipts/invoices and/or other documentation necessary for ICMC to verify project completion and costs associated with the project.
· Applicant agrees that, upon notification of intent to award and signing of this application by the ICMC representative, constituting a binding contract between the applicant and ICMC for a portion of the grant funds, the applicant will then enter into the contracting process with the Indiana Office of Energy Development.
·  Applicant agrees to provide ICMC and Indiana Officer of Energy Development with any business, accounting or other records or information necessary, in ICMC's sole discretion, to verify completion and/or costs associated with the project. Failure to provide such records or information may lead to the rescission of the grant. 

Reporting requirements are mandatory for all awardees to comply with:

Project Period Report due dates:
· Quarterly, during project period
• January 15, 2016: activities on installation, marketing, and ethanol volume sales
• April 15, 2016: activities on installation, marketing, and ethanol volume sales
• July 15, 2016: activities on installation, marketing, and ethanol volume sales
• October 15, 2016: activities on installation, marketing, and ethanol volume sales
• January 15, 2017: activities on installation, marketing, and ethanol volume sales
· Annually, after project period end
• January 15, 2018: ethanol volume sales
• January 15, 2019: ethanol volume sales
• January 15, 2020: ethanol volume sales
• January 15, 2021: ethanol volume sales
· January 15, 2022: ethanol volume sales

Furthermore,
A. Cost Principles, Audit, and Administrative Requirements  
(1) The grant is subject to the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards at 2 CFR part 200, as adopted and supplemented by 2 CFR part 400, which are incorporated herein by reference. 
Page 9 Grant Agreement No.: AG28540IN001   
(2) Copies of 2 CFR parts 200 and 400 are available on the internet at: http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl   



Additional General Terms and Conditions

(1) Grantees must comply with the audit requirements of 2 CFR parts 200 and 400. The audit requirements apply to the years in which grant funds are received and years in which work is accomplished using grant funds.  
(2) CCC prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. BIP will also be administered in accordance with all other applicable civil rights law.  
(3) Upon submittal of the final SF-425 to CCC, financial close-out procedures will be initiated for the grant agreement. Each Grant Agreement is a separate action and will be closed out in accordance with the applicable general provisions.  
(4) Unless the terms and conditions of the Grant Agreement provide otherwise, the Grantee may not in whole or in part delegate or transfer to another person, institution, or organization the responsibility for use or expenditure of grant funds.  
(5) The Grantee will notify CCC of any significant problems relating to the administrative or financial aspects of the grant, such as misappropriation of Federal funds.  
(6) Grantees must permit periodic inspection of the program operations by a CCC representative, as determined by CCC.  
(7) Any program income will be deducted from total allowable costs to determine the net allowable costs before calculating the Government's share of reimbursable costs.  
(8) Publication of the project results are subject to prior review and approval by CCC. Appropriate credits to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is required, providing CCC does not otherwise feel it appropriate to issue a disclaimer.  

I certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief the information provided is true and correct and that I am authorized to sign on behalf of company. 


Authorized Signature: _____________________ Date: _________________ 


Name: ________________________________   Title: ________________________________ 

Company Name: _________________________ 

If this application is selected to receive an award by the review committee, signature by an Indiana Corn Marketing Council representative will initiate a contract between ICMC and grant awardee: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Approved by: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________   Title: _________________

Grant Contract Email: _____________________________________________

ICMC Award Amount: $__________________________ OED Award Amount $ ________________________ 


This Program is funded by Indiana Corn Marketing Council Checkoff Dollars and USDA BIP Grant Funds awarded to the Indiana Office of Energy Development.
