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What is a Brownfield?

ñéreal property, the expansion, 

redevelopment, or reuse of which may 

be complicated by the presence or 

potential presence of a hazardous 

substance, pollutant, or contaminant.ò*

Practical implication: Brownfields are 

everywhere!
*(Public Law 107-118 (H.R. 2869) - ñSmall Business Liability 

Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Actò, signed into law 

January 11, 2002). 2



Brownfields in the U.S.

üEstimated 450,000 to 1 Million sites

ü5 million acres of abandoned industrial 

sites in U.S. cities ïroughly the same 

amount of land occupied by 60 of the 

largest U.S. cities

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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Brownfield Examples

ÅAbandoned gas stations

ÅAbandoned grain elevators

ÅFormer manufacturing facilities

ÅAbandoned properties next to rail lines

ÅFormer school buildings

ÅAbandoned residential properties next to 

industrial facilities

ÅVacant residential lots
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Industrial Blight
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Typical Brownfield

Abandoned Service Station 6



Typical Brownfield

Grain Storage Facilities/Coops found throughout rural 

areas
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Brownfield?
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Brownfield?

9



Brownfields on Main Street?
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Brownfield?

Abandoned Residential Lot
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Brownfield?

Former Drive-In 
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Brownfield?

Abandoned School Building
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Rural Blight
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Why Redevelop Brownfields?

ÅDesirable locations

ÅIncreases local tax base

ÅFacilitates job growth

ÅImproves community image

ÅPreserves neighborhoods

ÅMitigates blight

ÅMitigates public health and safety concerns

ÅReduces the need to develop greenfields

ÅUses existing infrastructure (cost savings)
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Kansas City Terminal Railway
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Kansas City Terminal Railway
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