The CDBG-R Substantial Amendment
	Jurisdiction(s): State of Indiana

Lead Agency:  Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs
Jurisdiction Web Address:     

· http://www.in.gov/ocra/2369.htm

	CDBG-R Contact Person:   Kathleen Weissenberger
Address: One North Capitol, Suite 600, Indianapolis, IN 46204        

Telephone:   317-232-1703  

Fax: 317-233-3597                             

Email:  kweissenberger@ocra.in.gov


Ensuring Responsible Spending of Recovery Act Funds
Funding available under the Recovery Act has clear purposes – to stimulate the economy through measures that modernize the Nation’s infrastructure, improve energy efficiency, and expand educational opportunities and access to health care. HUD strongly urges grantees to use CDBG-R funds for hard development costs associated with infrastructure activities that provide basic services to residents or activities that promote energy efficiency and conservation through rehabilitation or retrofitting of existing buildings.  While the full range of CDBG activities is available to grantees, the Department strongly suggests that grantees incorporate consideration of the public perception of the intent of the Recovery Act in identifying and selecting projects for CDBG-R funding.
A.  Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities
Grantees must provide information concerning CDBG-R assisted activities in an electronic spreadsheet provided by HUD.  The information that must be reported in the spreadsheet includes activity name, activity description, CDBG-R dollar amount budgeted, eligibility category, national objective citation, additional Recovery Act funds for the activity received from other programs, and total activity budget.  An electronic copy of the spreadsheet and the format is available on HUD’s recovery website at http://www.hud.gov/recovery.  

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1)(a) Activity Name: 
Jennings North Regional Utility (JNRU) Wastewater System 
(2)(a) Activity Narrative:  

This project was chosen from the CDBG Disaster Recovery Wastewater/Drinking Water program as substantially ready to proceed.  

The proposed project involves improvements to the Wastewater Treatment Plant at the Jennings Northwest Regional Utilities (JNRU) and the replacement and repairs to the Sanitary Sewer Collection System at Country Squire Lakes (CSL) in Jennings County.  The JNRU is a publicly owned regional sewer district that serves the County Squire Lakes community that was created in 1997 by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) at the request of the Jennings County Commissioners.   

Jennings County has one of the highest unemployment rates in the State of Indiana (14.3%).  According to the recent income survey, 81.48 % of the households in the service area of this project are low-to-moderate income.  The combined utility rate for a 4,000 gallon per month user is $112.42 – very high for such a low income community.
Considering the job losses and low paying jobs in Jennings County coupled with the fact that the WWTP at JNRU can’t handle any new users it becomes evident that this project will have a great, positive impact on the long-term economic recovery in Jennings County.  The increased capacity that the WWTP will have will hopefully result in businesses to locate in the northwestern part of Jennings County, creating more –higher paying jobs, bringing Jennings County out of the lowest economically performing counties in Indiana.     

(3)(a) Jobs Created: 
The State has used the following formula to estimate job creation/retention:

Total Project Cost x 60% = Total Labor Cost on project

Total Labor ÷ $30 per hour = Total Number of Work Hours ÷ 2080 = Number of Jobs

One hundred thirty-five (135) jobs are anticipated to be created and/or retained by this construction project.  This number is for job site only and does not include transportation, fabrication, professional services, suppliers, etc.

(4)(a) Additional Activity Information: (A description of how the activity will promote energy conservation, smart growth, green building technologies, or reduced pollution emissions, if applicable.)
N/A

(5)(a) Responsible Organization: (Contact information for the organization that will implement the CDBG-R activity, including its name, location, and administrator contact information)
Jennings County Commissioners

200 Brown Street

P.O. Box 383

Vernon, Indiana 47282

Tel: 812-352-3021

Fax: 812-352-3032

Commission President: Jeffrey Day

Auditor: Janice Ramey

(1) (b) Activity Name: 

Town of Milton Wastewater System

(2)(b) Activity Narrative:  

This project was chosen from the CDBG Disaster Recovery Wastewater/Drinking Water program as substantially ready to proceed.  

The proposed project would construct a wastewater treatment system  that would then transport wastewater to the Western Wayne Regional Sanitary District (WWRDS) for treatment.   
Right now, with no wastewater treatment system in place and failing septics occurring all over town, it is nearly impossible for the town to experience any growth in the housing or business sector.  The lack of a wastewater treatment system affects the following growth and/or quality of life issues in Milton:  

· Many houses cannot even be sold because of inadequate septic systems. 

· When houses can be sold, property values are significantly diminished because of the status of the current septic systems.   

· Vacant lots are not large enough to support new houses so they fall into a blighted condition.  

· Because most new housing is not allowed on vacant lots the town is missing out on increased property and Economic Development Income Tax (EDIT) income. 

· A company would like to convert the historical and currently vacant Milton school into a senior living complex but must have a wastewater treatment system in place to carry out their plans. If the system cannot be built within the current year the project may not happen in Milton. 

· Milton’s location between Connersville and the Indiana Gateway Industrial Park make it an ideal location for restaurants and other small businesses.  However, restaurants in particular cannot pass the local health code in order to go into operation with the current wastewater treatment problems.

· New construction of businesses cannot occur on most available sites due to inadequate lot size. 

· Residents complain of strong sewer odors when trying to enjoy outdoor activities. 

· Children playing in or around the drainage ditches risk exposure to disease-causing waste. 

· Both the Milton and City Run Drains flow into the Whitewater River which is also showing an elevated level of E-coli. 

Without a wastewater treatment system the natural environment in and around Milton will continue to be harmed.  Milton cannot improve and increase housing stock, provide a climate for businesses to thrive or bring the vacant, historical Milton school building back into use. The town will continue down a path of stagnation and eventually fail if the existing wastewater issues are not resolved.  The installation of a new wastewater treatment system will open doors and provide opportunities for residents to make Milton a great place to live and do business. 

 (3)(b) Jobs Created:
The State has used the following formula to estimate job creation/retention:

Total Project Cost x 60% = Total Labor Cost on project

Total Labor ÷ $30 per hour = Total Number of Work Hours ÷ 2080 = Number of Jobs

Forty-eight (48) jobs are anticipated to be created and/or retained by this construction project.  This number is for job site only and does not include transportation, fabrication, professional services, suppliers, etc.

(4)(b) Additional Activity Information: (A description of how the activity will promote energy conservation, smart growth, green building technologies, or reduced pollution emissions, if applicable.)
N/A
(5)(b) Responsible Organization: (Contact information for the organization that will implement the CDBG-R activity, including its name, location, and administrator contact information)
Town of Milton

113 East Main Street

Milton, Indiana 47357

Tel: 765-478-3818

Fax: 765-478-3818
Council President: Donna Powell
Clerk-Treasurer:  Terry Craig
C.  Public Comment 

Provide a summary of public comments received to the proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment.

Note:  A Proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment must be published via the usual methods and posted on the jurisdiction’s website for no less than 7 calendar days for public comment.
The State advertised the availability of the proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment in newspapers of general circulation in major population areas statewide pursuant to I.C. 5-3-1-2 (B), to obtain the views of citizens on the proposed activities. The enclosed legal advertisement was published in thirteen (13) regional newspapers of general circulation statewide.  

The Republic, Columbus, IN

Indianapolis Star, Indianapolis, IN

The Journal-Gazette, Fort Wayne, IN

The Chronicle-Tribune, Marion, IN

The Courier Journal, Louisville, KY

Gary Post Tribune, Gary, IN

Tribune Star, Terre Haute, IN

Journal & Courier, Lafayette, IN

Evansville Courier, Evansville, IN

South Bend Tribune, South Bend, IN

Palladium-Item, Richmond, IN

The Times, Munster, IN

The Star Press, Muncie, IN

In addition, this notice was distributed by email to over 1,000 local officials, non-profit entities, and interested parties and was made available at all Indiana Public Libraries statewide in an effort to maximize citizen participation in the CDBG-R Substantial Amendment process.

Response:

LEGAL NOTICE OF FILING

CDBG-R SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT TO

FY 2008 CONSOLIDATED PLAN
INDIANA OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AND RURAL AFFAIRS

In accordance with 24 CFR part 91.115(a)(2),the State of Indiana is providing the opportunity for citizens to comment on the CDBG-R Substantial Amendment to the FY 2008 Consolidated Plan draft report, which will be submitted to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on or before June 29, 2009.  The CDBG-R Substantial Amendment will set forth the method of distribution of funds for the HUD-funded program.

Members of the public, especially persons of low to moderate income, are invited to review the draft Amendment prior to its submission Friday, June 19 through Friday, June 26, 2009, during normal business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday, at the Indiana Office of Community & Rural Affairs, One North Capitol, Suite 600, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, or on the OCRA website (www.in.gov/ocra).  The draft Amendment will also be available for viewing at all Indiana Public Libraries.  A listing of locations can be found at www.in.gov/library/pldirectory.htm.
Written comments are invited from Friday, June 19, 2009 through Friday, June 26, 2009, at the following address:

CDBG-R Substantial Amendment 
Office of Community and Rural Affairs

One North Capitol, Suite 600

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2288.

Additional information may also be obtained via e-mail at bdawson2@ocra.IN.gov or by phone at 1-800-824-2476. 
Persons with disabilities will be provided with assistance respective to the contents of the Amendment.  Interested citizens and parties who wish to receive a free copy of the CDBG-R Substantial Amendment or have any other questions may contact the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs at its toll free number 800.824.2476, or 317.232.8911, during normal business hours or via electronic mail at bdawson2@ocra.in.gov. 
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