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Many communities in Lake, Porter, and LaPorte 

Counties rely wholly or partially on septic 

systems for their wastewater treatment needs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Failing septic systems can be potential sources 

of threats to human health and water quality.  

Proper care and maintenance is critical to septic 

system function and long term performance.   

 

 
 



2015 Draft Map of Three County Septic Served Areas 

    Estimated Number of Septic Systems in the Three County Area –  Approx. 60,000  

Approximate Unsewered Areas 



The NW Indiana   

Septic System Coordination Work Group 

The NW Indiana SSC Work Group comprised of federal, state, and local 

governments/ agencies, not-for-profit groups,  and interested  individuals has 

been meeting since early 2013 to develop collaborative plans and 

implementation strategies  to address the potential impacts of failing septic 

systems on local water quality and public health. 

 
• IDEM                                                      Coastal SWCDs                                                          

• USEPA                                                     Save the Dunes     

• Indiana State Dept. of Health                   Sea Grant 

• County Health Depts.                               Coastal Communities 

• NIRPC                                                      Septic System Owners                                                                            

• Urban Waters Federal Partnership           Indiana Lake Michigan 

• Coastal MS4s                                                      Coastal Program 

 
The Indiana DNR Lake Michigan Coastal Program provides staffing  and coordination assistance 

for the Work Group as part of the Indiana Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program. 

 

  

 

 



 

Onsite Disposal System (Septic System) 

Management Measures are included in 

the Indiana Lake Michigan Coastal 

Nonpoint Pollution Control Program (also 

known as 6217) 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) and the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

determine if states have met all the 

measures in the Coastal Nonpoint 

Program 

 

• Indiana has not yet met the measure 

for ensuring that Operating Septic 

Systems are inspected at a frequency 

adequate to ascertain whether the 

system is failing. 

Indiana Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program 



The NW Indiana   

Septic System Coordination Work Group  2015                                   

 Focus Groups – Septic System operation and maintenance awareness 

 

 County Ordinances/Point of Sale Inspections 

 

 Watershed Mapping & Monitoring to identify potential septic system impacts 

on local waterways 

 

 Coordination and information sharing between nonpoint source pollution 

programs and projects 

 

 Outreach and Education/EPA SepticSmart Week 

 

 Innovative approaches and funding to address failing septic systems 

 



Focus Groups - Ongoing Research 
Septic System Maintenance & Regional 

Homeowner’s Perspectives 

• Study developed in 2014 to address the questions: Do some 
people in Northwest Indiana fail to properly maintain their 
septic systems, and if so, what can public agencies do to help 
overcome these barriers?   

 

• Data was collected through a series of focus groups and 
surveys. 

 

• Final analysis to be released later this year.  



Teaser: What is popping up on 

people’s minds so far? 
 

For all my 
maintenance needs 

 

* This is not the solution 



Participating governments, agencies, 

organizations and individuals will 

distribute the EPA SepticSmart outreach 

materials during SepticSmart Week and 

provide links to the EPA SepticSmart 

web page with the message that regular 

care and maintenance of septic systems 

can prevent failure. 

• Newspaper, Radio, Television  

• Web, Facebook, Blogging 

• Mailings 

• Banners 

• SepticSmart Brochures 

• Presentations 

• Resolutions 

Support and Promote EPA SepticSmart Week  

at the State and Local level. 



Join With Us to Get the Word Out! 

For local participation and information contact 

Dorreen Carey, Indiana Lake Michigan Coastal 

Program  dcarey@dnr.in.gov 

 


