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LAKEFRONT VISION

Whiting Lakefront Park Master Plan

Vision Introduction
The vision for Whiting Lakefront Park is a set of shared values, a rational hope, a 
pragmatic dream. The vision itself is a description of the intent of the plan and what 
is to come. It does not explain how we are going to get there, but sets forth what the 
community hopes to achieve. The goals, objectives, and projects outlined in this plan 
serve as an extension of the vision, de� ning how the City of Whiting is going to realize 
its vision for the lakefront.

Whiting Lakefront Park: Existing Conditions
Along the southern shore of Lake Michigan lies the city of Whiting.  The majority of 
Whiting’s three-mile lakefront is occupied by Whiting Lakefront Park.  The 26-acre park 
overlooks Lake Michigan and provides spectacular views of the Chicago skyline.  The 
park property is bounded by Lake Michigan to the north, the BP Re� nery to the east, 
downtown Whiting to the south, and Whihala Beach to the west.  The Chicago skyline 
and Lake Michigan provide an excellent backdrop to Whiting’s shoreline and make 
Whiting Lakefront Park a popular destination for residents and tourists.  

The park is approximately 26 acres, with a half-mile shoreline along Lake Michigan.  
While the stunning views of Lake Michigan and the Chicago skyline are the most notable 
features of the park, there are several amenities offered throughout the park that attract 
residents and visitors.  The 5,000-square foot Whiting Lakefront Park Pavilion hosts 
several community events throughout the year and is home to the popular “Summer with 
the Symphony” four-part concert series performed in the pavilion during the summer.  
The majority of the park’s shoreline is lined with gravel parking that can be accessed 
by the public and is often used by residents and visitors enjoying the views of Lake 
Michigan and the Chicago skyline.  The shoreline is also home to the historic Gun 
Club building that offers meeting space to various community groups. The Gun Club is 
currently the only structure immediately adjacent to the lake.  A � shing pier that jets out 
into Lake Michigan can be accessed through a gravel parking lot near the Gun Club.

Beachfront at Whihala Beach
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The park currently offers several different structural play areas for preschool- and 
elementary-aged children.  The play area is located in the northwestern portion of the 
park.  Approximately over a mile of paved trails exist throughout the length of the park.  
The trail network connects all amenities throughout the park with several access points 
along Front Street, which runs through Whiting Lakefront Park.
The park has several active sport � elds, including a full-size baseball diamond, two sand 
volleyball courts, and four tennis courts.  The baseball diamond, located in the eastern 
portion of the park, is the primary entry feature to the park, with an entry from Front 
Street.  The tennis and volleyball courts are located in the southern portion of the park.
Whiting Lakefront Park contains several unique characteristics, including a � sh pond 
and garden area near the western portion of the park.  Purple martin birdhouses are 
located throughout the park and contribute to the park’s attraction as a bird watcher’s 
haven.  Its expansive open space creates an abundant area for picnickers to enjoy the 
park, lakefront, and amenities.  
Whihala Beach, owned and operated by Lake County, extends along Lake Michigan 
west of Whiting Lakefront Park to Hammond’s Horseshoe Casino.  Access to Whihala 
Beach is off the road that runs through Whiting Lakefront Park and is a visual extension 
of the park.  Whihala Beach is most popular in the summer.  The beachfront provides 
Whiting and Hammond residents access to swim in Lake Michigan.  Whihala Beach 
also offers the only Lake Michigan boat access for the Whiting community with two 
boat ramps.   A portion of the BP Re� nery lines the Lake Michigan shoreline in Whiting, 
along the eastern edge of Whiting Lakefront Park.  Immediately to the south of the 
park are several railroad lines still in use.  The numerous railroad tracks create a barrier 
between the Whiting community and the lakefront.   

Flowerbed in Whiting Lakefront Park

Historic sign describing Whiting’s 
namesake in Whiting Lakefront Park

Trail system in Whiting Lakefront Park
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Whiting Lakefront Park Master Plan

Whiting Lakefront Park: Issues
The City of Whiting has recognized the lakefront park as one of its most valuable 
assets; however, the City is aware of numerous issues requiring attention within the 
park.

The fi rst issue is the location of the railroad tracks.  The tracks separate the City core 
from the park and are highly active with fi ve sets of track crossings.  The railroad 
crossings present a danger for both pedestrians and vehicles. It is not uncommon for 
park guests to wait for a train when entering or exiting the park.  On special event 
days, lines of cars can back up along Front Street, 119th Street, and 117th Street to gain 
access to the park.  The railroad tracks also present a sound-related issue.  The whistle 
blows are frequent and loud for both the residents and business owners. 

The next issue is the road currently located in the park.  The road can be accessed 
from Front Street or 117th Street.  Additional traffi c comes from Whihala Beach and 
connects into the park road from the northwest.  Although the road is in fair condition, 
some repair is needed.  Larger vehicles pulling boats frequently access the boat launch 
near Whihala Beach through the park.  

Parking is another issue within the park.  Currently, the primary place to park is a 
gravel lot running along the width of the lakeshore.  Spaces are not well marked, 
so it is diffi cult to determine actual parking lots and spaces.  There are asphalt areas 
located near the old harbor boat launch and the Gun Club; however, parking appears 
limited in this location.  Parking on event days is confusing, and monitoring lots is 
diffi cult.  A major issue is the location of the gravel lot near Lake Michigan, which 
permits vehicles close to the shoreline but limits uses for pedestrians at the waterfront.  
Overall, parking is not clearly marked or dispersed throughout the park. 

Whihala Beach entrance

Road through Whiting Lakefront Park

Landscape features in 
Whiting Lakefront Park

Pavillion in Whiting Lakefront Park
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The condition of the shoreline extending the width of Whiting Lakefront Park from 
the breakwater at the Whihala boat ramp to the � shing pier is an important issue.  The 
existing rock, concrete, and debris along the shoreline extending from the Whihala boat 
launch harbor to the pier is dangerous and unsightly.   The condition of the shoreline 
detracts potential park users.  
The Whihala boat launch harbor has become dif� cult to use to its potential.  Due to 
the water currents and the positioning of the breakwater walls, silt frequently builds 
up near the launch.  It has become challenging and, in some cases, impossible to 
launch boats.  This area needs attention to determine if it is to serve as a draw for both 
Whiting and Hammond. The old harbor boat launch at the eastern end of the park 
shares the same problem as the Whihala boat launch harbor and is dredged annually. 
The breakwater walls and the currents have created a silt buildup in this harbor as 
well.  There are fences serving as a barricade in the area around the launch and the 
Gun Club.  For park guests, this area becomes confusing and segmented from the rest 
of the park.  The � shing pier is nearby and accessible from the parking lot; however, 
it needs to be removed from the water during the winter months.  The pier requires 
storage space on land and renders the area unusable.
The pier has also been located in water depths that may limit � shing opportunities.  
One of the drawbacks to a steel and concrete pier structure is the maintenance required 
over time.   
The Gun Club building, although admired by the community, is in disrepair and cannot 
be safely used for park functions.  The original brick and stone structure has been 
expanded to include a steel frame building.  The steel building is in poor condition 
and its use should be reevaluated.  The existing fencing detracts from the building and 
creates a barrier to this part of the park. Just off the far eastern edge of the park, lead 
has been found in the lakebed. Trap shooting was the source of the contamination and 
an opportunity exists to improve lakefront access and address this contamination issue 
at the same time. Landscape features in Whiting 

Lakefront Park
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The pavilion is located central to the interior of the park.  It serves the community year 
round with events and performances.  The building is in need of some minor repair, and 
the restrooms facilities located in a building to the rear are no longer adequate.  The 
performance area space is limited inside the pavilion.  Park guests view performances 
from the hillside to the south, but seating is limited.  It becomes dif� cult for audiences 
to see inside the building during events as they wrap around the pavilion. There is no 
concession stand in the park at the present time.
Recreation facilities include a baseball diamond east of the pavilion, which takes up a 
sizeable amount of space.  Tennis and volleyball are located near the railroad tracks.  
These recreation uses promote active sports, and relocation may be considered.  The 
existing play areas are dispersed in the central area of the park along a path.  The 
playground equipment has recently been updated.  The new equipment primarily 
serves one age group, still leaving the potential to create different play areas for 
different age groups.  There are no other de� ned areas for recreation and games. 
Picnic tables and grills are located in some areas but not central to de� ned activity 
areas. Most noticeable is the lack of recreation and gathering space at the lakefront.  
With the exception of the � shing pier, activities at the waterfront are limited.  
The path system connects activity areas within the central part of the park; however, 
access for disabled guests is limited, especially by the lakeshore.  Many of the paths 
are eight feet wide, making it dif� cult for bikes to safely share trails with pedestrians.  
At the present time, there is not a safe connection to Whihala Beach without mingling 
with traf� c.  Intersections and crosswalks are not clearly marked at key crossing 
points. Lastly, there is no clear path system along the lakefront.
There are several garden areas within the park, including a water feature.  There is no 
irrigation system at the present time.  The majority of existing trees are located along 
the ridgeline and central to the park. Memorial trees have been planted throughout the 
park.   In order to accommodate new park facilities, it may be necessary to remove a 

Gun Club in Whiting Lakefront Park

Parking area at Whihala Beach

Sand volleyball courts at Whiting 
Lakefront Park



October 2009

...celebrate   ...contemplate   ...play!

13

LAKEFRONT VISION

limited number of trees.   Alternative locations for removed trees will be identi� ed.  
Lighting and landscaping are limited within the park.  All paths, trails, gathering areas, 
and signi� cant buildings should be well lit.  The gateways and entries into the park are 
not clearly de� ned, and way� nding is an issue at the present time.

GREAT VIEWS OF 
DOWNTOWN CHICAGO

GREAT VIEWS OF 
LAKE MICHIGAN

EWS OF
OWN CHICAGO

GREAT VIEWS OF 
AKE MICHIGAN

CALUMET COLLEGE OF 
ST. JOSEPH

CHURCH

 CHURCH

 CHURCH
REFINERY IS AESTHETICALLY 
UNPLEASING AND PRODUCES 
NOISE AND SMELLS THAT 
AFFECT THE CITY.

EXISTING RAILROAD LINES ARE HEAVILY TRAVELED AND 
CREATE A LOT OF NOISE.  THE RAILROAD LINES AND 
ELECTRICAL LINES CREATE A LARGE BARRIER BETWEEN 
THE LAKEFRONT AND THE CITY.

BOAT/GUN CLUB

PAVILION

CAGO
G
LA

WHITING PARK 

DISTRICT

GREAT VIE
DOWNTO

EXISTING RAILROAD LINES ARE HEAEXISTING RAILROAD LINES ARE HEA
CREATE A LOT OF NOISE.  THE RAILR
ELECTRICAL LINES CREATE A LARGE
THE LAKEFRONT AND THE CITY.

WHIHALA BEACH DISTRICT

FOUNTAIN

SMALL 
VILLAGE

TEMPLE
HOOSIER 
THEATER CITY HALL

CIVIC
DISTRICT HIGH 

SCHOOL

INTERSECTION OF INDIANAPOLIS 
BOULEVARD, WHITE OAK AVENUE AND 
SCHRAGE AVENUE COULD BE MAJOR 
GATEWAYS TO THE DOWNTOWN AND 
LAKEFRONT.

BP
REFINERY

BAD VIEWS OF 
REFINERY AND MILLS

PARK
DISTRICT

PAPAPA

ALLALL
LAGEL

NEW HOUSING AND SCHOOL

 ATHLETIC DISTRICT

POLICE 
STATION

WAR
MEMORIAL

 CHURCH

COMMUNITY 
CENTER

LIBRARY

POST
OFFICE

SECONDARY ARTERIALS FROM INDIANAPOLIS 
BOULEVARD TO THE DOWNTOWN BUSINESS 
DISTRICT.

SECONDARY INTERSECTIONS 
COULD BE ADDITIONAL GATEWAYS 
TO THE DOWNTOWN.

CLEVELAND AVENUE 
IS ONE OF THE FEW 
REMAINING BRICK 
STREETS IN THE 
COMMUNITY.

SANITARY
BASIN

HELI-PORT

UNUSABLE BOAT 
LAUNCH

POTENTIAL WATER 
CONTAMINATION.

119th STREET AND INDIANAPOLIS 
BOULEVARD IS A MAJOR 
INTERSECTION IN THE COMMUNITY 
AND COULD BE A GATEWAY INTO 
DOWNTOWN WHITING

WHITING CORPORATE 
BOUNDARY IS A 
PERCEIVED EDGE.

119th STREET IS THE MAJOR 
ARTERIAL THAT RUNS THROUGH 
DOWNTOWN WHITING.  THE 
PRIMARY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
IS ALONG 119th STREET.

GREAT VIEWS OF 119th 
STREET’S COMMERCIAL 
CORRIDOR. 

CALUMET COLLEGE OF 
ST. JOSEPH

CHURCH

HURCHHURCH

CHURCH

TRICT

AINNFOUUNNTANTFOUUFOUUNN

TEMPLETEMPLE
HOOSIER 
THEATERTHEATER

CIVIC
DISTRICT

CITYCITITCITY

HHH
SS

SMASSMA
VILILLVILL

LLALALHHHAHAH

GH HIGGHIHIG
OLOLHOHOCCHCHCHCHSCSC

SING AND SCHOO

SUSIN
USUSIN
USS

OUS

NEWEW HOUTHLETIC DISTRICT

 AAATATHL

POLICE 
STATIONSTATION

RIAAMMEMOREMM
HURHURRCHRCHCH CHCH

CHCHU

OMMUNITY OCC
NTERNTEREECCC

L ABRAIIBL ARYAARRA

POSTPOST
OFFICE

SECONDARY INTERSECTIONS 
COULD BE ADDITIONAL GATEWAYS 
TO THE DOWNTOWN.

E CLEVELAND AVEEVELAND AVEENUENUEUUEUVENVE
IS ONE OF THE FFEW
REMAINING BRICKREMAINING BRICK CKREMAINING BRICCK
STREETS IN THE
COMMUNITY.

CCHCCHCC

OAOATOATATAATATATATATTAT ATATUSABLUSABLLE BOLE BOUNUUNUUSUUNU
CHNCHLAUNCH

19th STREET AND INDIANAPOLIS 
OULEVARD IS A MAJOR 

NTERSECTION IN THE COMMUNNITY 
ND COULD BE A GATEWAY INTTO

DOWNTOWN WHITING

ATEAORAORARRRPRPRPOPO E WHITINNG COORRRRRRRRRRR
S A S AS AS AABOUNDDARYY ISSSSISSSSS

EE.DGDGGEGEPERCEIVED EEDDDDDD

E MAJOR S THTHES THIS THIIISIS119th SSTREETTTTTTTTTT 
NS THROUGH NNRUNNNNT RUNRUNATATATATAT RATARTERIAAL THAAAAAATATATATATAT
ING.  THE TTTHITTHITWWWHWHDOWNTTOWNNNNN  WW
CIAL DISTRICTCCCMERCMERCMERCCIAL DISTRICT CERCMMMMMMMMMEMEMMPRIMARY COMMMMMPRIMARY COMMMMMMMM
REETh STRh STR T. STR ETTRERSTRE T.ETTRERREt9ttthth IS ALONG 1199999t9ttt

GREAT VIEWS OF 119th 
STREET’S COMMERCIAL 
CORRIDOR FROM 
INDIANAPOLIS BOULEVARD 
INTERSECTION. 

ROBERTSDALE 
DISTRICT

TT

INDIANAPOLIS BOULEVARD IS A 
MAJOR CORRIDOR CONNECTING 
WHITING TO SURROUNDING 
COMMUNITIES.  THE CORRIDOR 
CARRIES A LOT OF TRAFFIC AND  
PRODUCES A LOT OF NOISE.  THE 
CORRIDOR IS PRIME FOR SEVERAL 
WAYFINDING OPPORTUNITIES. 

CC CCCC

THEATE CITYCITY CITY HHH

WWWWWAWAWAWAWAWARARARARARWWWW

FFICE

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

 CHURCH

Site Context Map

LEGEND
PRIMARY 
NODES

LANDMARKS

PRIMARY PATHS

SECONDARY 
NODES

SECONDARY 
PATHS

RAILROADS

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICTS

HARD EDGES

CIVIC 
DISTRICTS

RECREATION
DISTRICTS

0 300 600
Feet

GOOD VIEWS

N

BAD VIEWS

G

SOFT EDGES

B



Whiting
ParkLakefront

14

LAKEFRONT VISION

Whiting Lakefront Park Master Plan

Vision Forming Into Goals
Strategic plans are about preparing for and managing change.  The plan acts as a 
management tool designed to help the City of Whiting maximize the results of their 
efforts.  Creating the strategic plan for Whiting’s Lakefront Park relied on gathering 
information; assessing the community’s resources and needs; identifying the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of the community; and adopting goals and 
objectives.  All of this gathered information allowed the public to answer the ultimate 
question of “What does Whiting want the Whiting Lakefront Park to be in 10 to 20 
years?”
The strategic plan for the lakefront park began to take shape when a vision for what 
the park should be in the next 10 to 20 years was created.  The vision statement was 
created for the lakefront park to generally re� ect how the park should look and function 
in the future.  The vision served as the foundation for a variety of goals and objectives 
that were created to help determine and provide the framework on how to get from 
where the park is today to where the park should be in 20 years.  
Goals and objectives were created to serve as the basis for development decisions. 
Goals are concise statements that describe in general terms a desired future condition 

Vision
Whiting is a close-knit and vibrant community built upon the industriousness of its citi-
zenry. It prides itself on its historic park, which serves as a center of recreation for resi-
dents and visitors alike. The City sees its park as an easily accessible and inviting retreat 
for year-round recreation and a place to commune with fellow neighbors and nature alike. 
In the spirit of the Marquette Plan, it provides for pedestrian and bicycle connections to 
a regional trail network and a safe and engaging connection for people to visit the Lake 
Michigan waterfront. It is a park that exempli� es the richness and vitality of Whiting and 
its citizens—a place to celebrate, a place to contemplate, and a place to play. 

Proposed lakefront 
promenade and gazebo

Strategic plans are 
about preparing 
for and managing 
change.
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Goals
Provide for connectivity for pedestrians, bicycles, watercraft, and • 
automobiles throughout Whiting Lakefront Park
Link Whiting Lakefront Park to the regional multi-use trail network• 
Improve upon natural habitat opportunities along the Lake Michigan • 
shoreline
Improve human connection to the lakefront through better access and • 
amenities
Preserve Whiting Lakefront Park’s history and value to the community• 
Improve upon Whiting Lakefront Park as an economic asset and attractor • 
for the Whiting community
Provide for year-round recreational opportunities within Whiting Lakefront • 
Park
Expand opportunities for additional residential and commercial • 
development around Whiting Lakefront Park and 119th Street
Improve the connection between Whiting Lakefront Park and 119• th Street

Proposed formal garden and 
gathering space along the lakefront

that further de� nes the vision.  They are the future of the lakefront plan and address 
those things the City wants to accomplish over the life of the plan. The goals also 
form the framework for more detailed decision making and will be used by the City 
to establish priorities for public and private discussion and consideration, as well as to 
identify needed public improvements and services.
The objectives describe a speci� c, measurable, future condition that is to be attained 
during a stated period of time and, ultimately, the course of action required to achieve 
a stated goal. Furthermore, the objectives are tasks that recommend how a goal will be 
accomplished. Objectives are statements of community intent against which individual 
actions and decisions are evaluated. Objectives are suf� ciently quanti� able in order to 
gauge the appropriateness of development applications and have a general timeframe, 
and are understood by both the decision makers and the general community.



Whiting Lakefront Park Concept Plan
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