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Overview of 2020 Census Urban Areas

Census-Designated Urban Areas

* Delineated by the US Census Bureau every 10 years
e At least 2,000 housing units (HUs) or 5,000 people
* At least one nucleus of 1,275 HUs per sq mile
* A density of at least 200 HUs per sg mile
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Adjustment Process of 2020 Census Urban Areas

Adjusted Census Urban Boundary (ACUB)

« States and MPOs, in coordination with local officials, may adjust the Census-

designated Urban Areas to create an Adjusted Census Urban Boundary.
(ref. 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(36), 23 CFR 470.103, and 23 CFR 470.105

 The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) uses the Census-designated urban area definition as a
starting point but allows for smoothing and adjusting of the urban area boundary, resulting in a slightly
larger area more suited to transportation needs.

. ACUB must include the entire Census-designated urban areas, adjustments may only expand
the urban area.

. Smoothing is the main criteria for the adjustment process. Smoothing creates a simpler urban
area shape.

 Goal: to prevent a road from switching back and forth between rural and urban federal funding
sources and avoid confusion from irregular boundaries.
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Adjusted Census Urban Boundary Implications

Smoothing these boundaries plays a pivotal role in the following:

* Access to Funding Opportunities: ACUBs can play a decisive role in determining which roads have

rural or urban road designations and is used to determine funding eligibility for crucial funding categories,
such as the Federal Surface Transportation Program.

e Continuity of Funding: To prevent a road from switching back and forth between rural and
urban federal funding sources and to avoid confusion from irregular boundaries.

* Adjusting the ACUB’s does not affect the population numbers or the federal metropolitan planning
(PL) funding levels that are available to local agencies.

* The ACUB is for transportation funding purposes only, it is not used for land use designation.
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What did the
adjustment to urban

areas look like In
20107

 NIRPC approved the
2010 adjusted UA in
December 2012 by
Resolution 12-25.

HORTHWESTERN .
INDIANA R |

IIEBIONAI.
PLANNING .
COMMISSION

&

m

Z>

{ Michigan City--
) ‘Amcmgan G La Porte, IN--MI

Urbanized Area

A~

J i

~/New Carlisle; IN
~Urban Cluster

A Westville, IN
i Urban Cluster

i S\ﬁi?rewggld:i )
| Forest, N, AValparaiso

(0)

' Urban Cluster a ¢
‘ —
| L
ol

| Porter
. I County

I
‘-!. Hebron, IN 2010 Census-Designated
: Urban Cluster

Urbanized Area

.Lowell
, - | ‘ . «
Lowell, IN ‘ : I chicago, IL--IN
Urban Cluster 1 I [ Hebron, IN
. . B Lowell, IN
éit?’]t 2010 AdJUSte Local Boundarles Michigan City--La Porte
y Area Boundaries Interstate ik '

Chicago, TL--IN Principal Arterial I New Carlisle, IN
Michigan City--La Porte, PO AR I shorewood Forest, IN
X i IN--MI . _  County Boundary [ westville, IN

I \lles




Adjustment Process of 2020 Census Urban Areas

=
A ) A
s r ) . —

_~Michigan City-- o
| LaPorte,IN-MI N
Urban Area ’

Updated 2020 ACUBs

 Northwest Indiana urban areas
with 50,000+ pop:
* Chicago, IL-IN
* Michigan City-La Porte, IN-MI
« Valparaiso-Shorewood

Forest, IN
.. | Four Seasons, IN Forest, IN Urban Area i

2020 Adjusted
Census Urban n. Iy Lk

Adjusted 2020
rban Area Boundaries
Chicago, IL--IN Adjustment

Michigan City--La Porte, IN--MI
Adjustment 3

Valparaiso--Shorewood Forest, IN
Adjustment

Lakes-of the Four Seasons, IN
Adjustment

Census-Designated
2020 Urban Areas
Local Boundaries [ Chicago, IL--IN Urban Area

—— Interstate north judson - Michigan City--La Porte, IN--MI
o] . Urban Area
Principal Arterial

|
Valparaiso--Shorewood

Lakes of tH;

Boundaries Map

Urban Area ey

| Lake [l
(e County

s\“q\e‘o ‘l

|
|
i
(
l
|
i
|

Demotte o Valparaiso--Shorewood Forest, IN

Minor Arterial o Area

— |/liles : : : County Boundary [ All Other Urban Areas

IIIIITIIWESTEIIH .
ininnn WA I I'
sisionnt |
COMMISSION . . .



https://nirpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=dfeff0ebcbc74a81acc1887319ffa0c6
https://nirpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=dfeff0ebcbc74a81acc1887319ffa0c6
https://nirpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=dfeff0ebcbc74a81acc1887319ffa0c6

Adjustment Process of 2020 Census Urban Areas

Final Adjusted Urban Area Boundary Approval Timeline

e July 11th, 2023 —— Staff developed and presented a draft adjustment to the urban area boundaries at the July Technical Planning
Committee (TPC) meeting.

. JuIy- August 2023 Staff met individually with Winfield, Valparaiso, St. John, Schererville, Crown Point, Cedar Lake, Chesterton, La
Porte, Michigan City, and Lake, Porter, and LaPorte Counties to discuss the urban area boundary adjustments.

Staff will make final revisions to the ACUB and coordinate with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
« September 2023 —— (CMAP) and the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC) on submitting the final adjusted
boundaries to IDOT, MDOT, INDOT, and FHWA.

October 3rd, 2023 Staff will presc.ent the fmal urban area boundary z.adj.ustments to the Technical Planning Committee (TPC) for
recommendation for final approval by the Commission.

The NIRPC Executive Board will vote to approve the final urban area boundary adjustments. NIRPC staff will
send the approved adjusted urban area boundaries to INDOT for review as soon as approved.

 QOctober 19th, 2023 —

Once INDOT has reviewed and approved the final adjusted urban area boundaries, the boundaries will be
. December 29th, 2023 submitted to FHWA for final approval by December 29, 2023.
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Questions and Contact Information

Contact Name

Email

Website

Facebook

Instagram

Linked/n

Twitter

YouTube

Phone

Address
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9/21/2023

Grace Benninger
gbenninger@nirpc.org

WWW.Nirpc.org
facebook.com/nirpcmpo
instagram.com/regionmpo
linkedin.com/company/nirpc
twitter.com/NIRPC
youtube.com/NIRPCplanning

(219) 763-6060

6100 Southport Rd Portage, IN 46368
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