Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed 2016
4 Subwatersheds of the Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed

The following section provides a summary of water quality, habitat, biological, and land use information for each of
Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway’s subwatersheds.

4.1 Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch (HUC 040400010501)

4.1.1 Overview

The Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch subwatershed is located in the southwestern portion of the watershed. It
drains approximately 18.3 mi? of primarily developed (39%) and agricultural (26%) land. Based on the monitoring
completed by IDEM, three stream segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems
include low dissolved oxygen levels, impaired biotic communities, and high nutrient and E. coli levels.
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Figure 71 Stream Impairments within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.1.2 Water Quality

IDEM collected water quality data at four monitoring stations (Sites 27-24) within the subwatershed (Figure 71). Site
23 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the overall Deep River- Portage Burns
Waterway watershed.
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4.1.2.1 Pathogens
Water quality sampling at Sites 23-27 show that any full body contact recreational use would be threatened by high

pathogen levels (Figure 72). Each site at least occasionally failed to meet the water quality standard of 235 CFU/mL.

Site 24 stands out in having the highest frequency of exceedances (>90%) and concentrations observed.
Exceedances at Sites 23, 24 and 27 occurred across high to dry stream flow conditions indicating contributions from
nonpoint and point sources from within their respective drainage areas. Exceedances at Sites 25 and 26 typically
occurred when stream flows were high indicating nonpoint source contributions.
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Figure 72 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the Headwaters Main Beave Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.1.2.2 Fish

An assessment of fish community structure showed that the stream reaches represented by Sites 24-26 do not fully
supporting their Aquatic Life Use designation (Table 46). While Sites 27 and 23 were found to be fully supporting,
they only received an integrity classification of “fair”. The individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities
revealed that species sensitive to pollution and habitat degradation were lacking and numbers of fish collected was
extremely low. Fish species that require clean gravel/cobble substrates to spawn were also lacking. Metric scores
that evaluated trophic structure, the position the fish occupies in the food chain (ex. carnivore or insectivore),
indicated some degree of environmental degradation at Sites 26-23.

Site | IBIScore | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

27 40 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

26 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

25 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

24 14 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant
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Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support
23 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

Table 46 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.1.2.3 Macroinvertebrates
An assessment of macroinvertebrate community structure showed that none of the sites were supporting of Aquatic

Life Use and received “poor” integrity classifications (Table 47). All sites were dominated by macroinvertebrates

that are tolerant of pollution and habitat degradation. Metric scores that evaluated trophic structure indicated

some degree of environmental degradation as well.

Site | mIBI Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Score Support

27 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

26 26 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

25 26 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

24 24 Not Supporting Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

23 26 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 47 Site macroinvertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.1.2.4 Water Temperature
No site had any water temperature observations that exceeded the monthly maximum water quality standard.

Average summer water temperatures, typically the most stressful period for aquatic organisms, ranged from 17-

21°C (63-70°F).

Figure 73 shows a subtle decreasing trend in water temperature, in both maximum and median

values, moving from upstream to downstream locations. Site 24 stands out in having the lowest maximum water

temperature observed and least variability in temperature.
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Figure 73 Box plot illustrating site water temperature observations within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.1.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen

Figure 74 shows that Sites 24-27 all had periods in which they failed to meet the dissolved oxygen water quality
standard of 4-12mg/L. Median dissolved oxygen concentrations fell below 4 mg/L for Sites 24-26. The median
concentration was only slightly higher than 4 mg/L at Site 27. Violations most frequently occurred during the
summer and fall when water temperatures are at or near their warmest.
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Figure 74 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

166



Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed 2016

4.1.2.6 Total Organic Carbon

Figure 75 generally shows an inverse trend to that observed for dissolved oxygen concentrations in the figure above.
This is a good indication that organic material loading and subsequent decomposition is at least partially driving
some of the dissolved oxygen issues observed at Sites 24-27.
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Figure 75 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.1.2.7 Nutrients

Figure 76 shows that all sites consistently exceeded the 0.07mg/L total phosphorus threshold. Sites 23 and 26 had
the highest median concentrations, exceeding the 0.3mg/L threshold. Seasonally, mean total phosphorus
concentrations were highest during the fall for Sites 23 (0.89 mg/L), 25 (0.32 mg/L), and 26 (0.62 mg/L) and the
summer for Sites 24 (0.24 mg/L) and 27 (0.34 mg/L). However, the distribution of total phosphorus concentrations
was not found to be statistically different across seasons.
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Figure 76 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Figure 77 shows that Site 23 had a median nitrate concentration in excess of 10mg/L. If Main Beaver Dam Ditch was
a designated drinking water supply this would be a considered a violation of the state water quality standard. More
than 25% of the samples at Site 25 exceeded the 1.09 mg/L nitrate threshold while 100% of the samples exceeded

this threshold at Site 23.
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Figure 77 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
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Figure 78 shows that Sites 23-26 had median total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations that exceeded the 1.27 mg/L
threshold. Over 75% of the samples at Sites 24 and 26 exceeded this threshold. Approximately 25% of the samples
from Site 27 exceeded 1.27 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 78 Box plot illustrating site total kjehldahl nitrogen concentrations within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Figure 79 shows that ammonia concentrations at Site 24 frequently exceeded (>75%) the 0.21 mg/L maximum
threshold. Sites 23, 25 and 26 also occasionally exceeded this threshold. All sites had at least one exceedance of the
0.03 mg/L threshold.

1.00

80

60

Ammonia

40

0o T T T T T
27 26 25 24 23

Site #

Figure 79 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the Headwatershed Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
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4.1.2.8 Suspended Solids & Turbidity

Figure 80 shows that all sites had median total suspended solids concentrations well below the 30 mg/L threshold.
Sites 27 had the highest frequency of exceedances (>25%). The single observation at Site 26 is considered an outlier
in the dataset. The exceedances generally corresponded to rain events a few days prior to sampling and higher
stream flows with the exception of an exceedance at Site 27 which occurred during dry/low flow conditions in late
summer. This could be linked to an algal bloom observed at the site.
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Figure 80 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solid concentrations within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Figure 81 shows that Sites 25-27 had median concentrations exceeding the 10.4 NTU threshold recommended by
the U.S. EPA. Nearly all the observations at Sites 26 and 27 eexceeded this threshold.
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Figure 81 Box plot illustrating site turbidity levels within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.1.2.9 Habitat

The habitat evaluation performed by IDEM revealed that Sites 27-24 generally do not possess the habitat quality
that is conducive of supporting a healthy warm water fishery (QHEI <51). Figure 82 shows that the major habitat
limitations for Sites 27-24 include poor substrate, in-stream cover, channel morphology, and riffle/run quality. All
sites had poor gradients. Stream substrates at Sites 27-24 were characterized by muck and silt, and had moderate
to heavy siltation and extensive embeddedness. All sites had poor channel morphology characterized by no channel
sinuosity, poor riffle/pool development, and moderate to low stability.
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Figure 82 Site qualitative habitat evaluation index scoring within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
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The poor habitat quality is symptomatic of the waterways being excavated into existence or modified to improve
drainage. All sites in the subwatershed are located on reaches that are maintained as legal drains (Figure 84).

4.1.3 Land Cover & Land Use
Overall, the predominant land
cover types within the
subwatershed are developed
(44%) and agricultural (26%) lands
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. . Figure 83 Percent land cover within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
Land cover information for each

site’s drainage area is provided in

Table 48. There is nearly an equal mix of developed and agriclultral land within Site 27’s drainage area. The site is
bordered by subdivisions and a wetland immediately upstream. A large wetland area surrounds Site 26. Further up
in its drainage area land cover includes a mix of agricultural, forest, wetland and developed lands. Site 25 includes
the drainage areas of Sites 27 and 26. Site 25’s drainage area is primarily agricultural immediately upstream but is
also bordered by wetland. Site 24 drains primarily developed land within the City of Crown Point.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
27 44.1 0.5 48.8 0.3 1.5 0.5 0.4 3.9
26 32.7 0.1 16.0 23.0 7.0 5.8 1.0 14.4
25 43.4 0.2 24.2 12.6 5.3 3.6 0.7 10.1
24 1.9 0.0 80.5 6.4 4.8 1.3 1.5 3.6
23 25.5 0.1 45.6 11.0 5.2 34 0.7 8.5

Table 48 Site percent land cover within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 49. Agriculture and developed land

are the dominant cover types within the riparian zone for Site’s 27, 25, 24, and 23. Site 26 has slightly less
agriculture and development within the riparian zone however they still account for nearly 30% of the cover. The
prevalence of human land uses and associated cover types is reflected in the poor riparian habitat quality scores
observed in the QHEI above.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
27 37.2 1.6 38.0 0.0 1.6 0.0 1.9 19.8
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26 10.8 0.0 19.6 4.5 7.3 4.5 3.7 49.5
25 31.2 0.3 22.6 3.0 4.1 3.2 2.4 33.2
24 0.0 0.0 60.5 5.2 7.3 2.4 10.9 13.7
23 19.4 0.2 34.4 6.0 5.0 5.0 2.6 27.5

Table 49 Site percent riparian land cover within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

There are two NPDES industrial facilities located in the subwatershed based on the TMDL. (See TMDL for facility
locations map.) The TMDL does not reference any permit violations for either of these facilities over the five year
period between 2010 and 2014. There are four CSO outfalls in the subwatershed. The one located upstream of Site
24 is listed as inactive. According to the TMDL there have been 60 CSO events between 2009 and 2013 from
outfalls in the subwatershed. In addition to these point sources, there is a land fill and two dumps located in a
wetland area of the subwatershed adjacent to Site 26 (Figure 84).

Five potential livestock facilities were identified in the subwatershed (Figure 84). One is located south of an
intermittent tributary that flows in Main Beaver Dam Ditch downstream of Site 27. Three are located south of

Lateral #11. The other is located south of Lateral #5.
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Figure 84 Land cover and land use in the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch subwatershed
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4.1.4 Soils

Most of the soils immediately surrounding the tributaries within the subwatershed are rated as hydric indicating
these areas would have historically been wetland (Figure 85). Highly erodible or potentially highly erodible soils
appear equally distributed within the subwatershed. Soils with steep slopes bound lateral drain #5, 8, 9, and 11.
Soil surface textures adjacent to the tributaries are primarily classified as silty clay loam or muck (Figure 7). A
majority of the soils in the subwatershed have poor infiltration rates and are prone to producing runoff (Figure 11).
These soil characteristics in part help explain the poor substrate conditions observed at Sites 27-24 (Section 4.1.2.9).
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Figure 85 Hydric, highly erodible, & steep slope soils within the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

January 18, 2017
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4.2 Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed (HUC 040400010502)

4.2.1 Overview

2016

The Main Beaver Dam Ditch subwatershed is located in the south-central portion of the watershed. It drains
approximately 26.3 mi? of primarily agricultural (46%) and developed (35%) land. Based on the monitoring
completed by IDEM, three stream segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems
include low dissolved oxygen levels, impaired biotic communities, and high nutrient and E. coli levels.

Figure 86 Stream impairments within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.2 Water Quality
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IDEM collected water quality data at five monitoring stations (Sites 18, 20-23) within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch
subwatershed (Figure 86). Site 18 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the

overall Deep River- Portage Burns Waterway watershed.

4.2.2.1 Pathogens

Figure 87 shows that any full body contact recreational use would be threatened by high pathogen levels as

indicated by E. coli. Sites 18, 20 and 22 have median E. coli concentrations in excess of 235 CFU/100 mL. Over 75%
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2016

of the samples collected at Sites 18 and 22 exceeded 235 CFU/100 mL. Exceedances occurred across high flow and
dry conditions indicating both nonpoint and point source contributions.
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Figure 87 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.2

.2 Fish

Site 21 was the only site found not to be fully supporting of Aquatic Life Use. Only one fish was collected from this
site. Sites 23, 22, 20, and 18 were found to be fully supporting however, they only received a “fair” integrity class

rating. The individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that species sensitive to pollution and

habitat degradation were absent. Fish species that require clean gravel/cobble substrates to spawn were also
generally lacking.

Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

23 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

22 38 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

21 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

20 38 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

18 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

Table 50 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.2.3 Macroinvertebrates
An assessment of macroinvertebrate community structure showed Sites 21 and 22 were not supporting of Aquatic
Life Use. All sites were dominated by macroinvertebrates that are tolerant of pollution and habitat degradation.
Metric scores that evaluated trophic structure indicated some degree of environmental degradation as well.
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Site | mIBI Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Score Support

23 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

22 24 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

21 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

20 38 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

18 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

Table 51 Site macroinvertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.2.4 Water Temperature

None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the water quality standard maximum
limit for any month. Average summer water temperatures, typically the most stressful period for aquatic organisms,
ranged from 19-22°C, (66-72°F). Figure 88 shows that Site 22 was generally warmer than the other sites within the
subwatershed (highest max and temperatures skewed above the median). A review of aerial imagery shows a
number of inline ponds associated with housing development within Site 22’s drainage area. Site 22’s drainage area
is also predominately developed which can be a sources of warmer runoff due the large amounts of impervious
surface cover which act as a heat sink.
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Figure 88 Box plot illustrating site water temperatures within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen

Figure 89 shows that dissolved oxygen levels at Sites 21 and 20 are a problem, with median concentrations well
below 4 mg/L. Sites 22 also occassionally failed to meet the minimum concentration of 4 mg/L. Violations typically
occurred during the summer and fall when water temperatures are at their warmest.
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Figure 89 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.2.6 Total Organic Carbon

Figure 90 generally shows an inverse trend to that observed for dissolved oxygen concentrations in the figure above.

This is a good indication that organic material loading and subsequent decomposition is at least partially driving
some of the dissolved oxygen issues observed at Sites 20-22.
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Figure 90 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
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4.2.2.7 Nutrients

Figure 91 shows that none of the site samples collected fell below the 0.07 mg/L total phosphorus threshold. Sites
18 and 23 had the highest median concentrations each being above the 0.3 mg/L threshold. Sites 21 and 20
exceeded the 0.3 mg/L threshold during the summer months with mean concentrations of 0.6 mg/L and 0.4 mg/L
respectively. Site 18 exceeded the threshold during the summer, fall, and winter months. Site 23’s exceedances
occurred year round and were attributed to permit violations at the Crown Point Waste Water Treatment Plant.
The distribution of total phosphorus concentrations was found to be significantly different across seasons.
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Figure 91 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Figure 92 shows that 100% of the samples collected at Sites 18 and 23 exceeded the 1.09 mg/L nitrate threshold.
Site 23 had a median nitrate concentration greater than the 10 mg/L threshold. Nitrate concentrations at Sites 20
and 21 typically (>75%) fell below 1.09 mg/L.
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Figure 92 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Figure 93 shows that all sites within the subwatershed had median total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations in excess
of the 0.68 mg/L threshold. Sites 20, 21, and 23 had median concentrations in excess of 1.27 mg/L. Aside from the
outlier observed at Site 21, Site 20 generally had the highest total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations.
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Figure 93 Box plot illustrating site total kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Figure 94 shows that median ammonia concentrations were above 0.03 mg/L at all sites. Median ammonia
concentrations at Sites 21 and 20, were in excess of 0.21 mg/L. Ammonia concentrations show a slight overall
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decrease moving downstream from Site 21 to Site 20. However, the median concentration actually increases
indicating there may be an additional source between the sites.
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Figure 94 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.2.8 Suspended Solids & Turbidity

Figure 95 shows that Site 22 regularly exceeded (>75%) the 30 mg/L total suspended solids threshold value.
Exceedances at this site occurred both during dry and wet weather conditions. There was an increasing trend in
suspended solid median concentrations moving from Site 21 downstream to Site 20. Site 21 and 18 had one
observation each exceeding the threshold. These exceedances corresponded to rain events a few days prior to
sampling.
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Figure 95 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solids concentrations within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Figure 96 shows similar site patterns for turbidity as was observed for total suspended solids. Site 22 had the
highest turbidity levels with more than 75% of the samples exceeding the 25 NTU threshold. Sites 18, 20, 21 and 23
had median turbidity concentration below the 10.4 NTU threshold. However, median concentrations at Sites 20 and
21 were very near 10.4 NTU and almost 50% of the samples exceeded this threshold.
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Figure 96 Box plot illustrating site turbidity levels within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
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4.2.2.9 Habitat

Figure 97 shows that Sites 22-20 generally do not possess the habitat quality that is conducive of supporting a
healthy warm water fishery (QHEI <51). The major habitat limitations for Sites 22-20 include poor substrate, in-
stream cover, channel morphology, riparian and riffle quality. Stream substrates at Sites 22 and 21 were
characterized by muck, heavy siltation and extensive embeddedness. Sites 23, 20, and 18 had sand bottoms. Sites
20 and 18 had moderate levels of siltation and embeddedness. Sites 23-20 had poor channel morphology
characterized by low to no channel sinuosity, poor riffle/pool development, recent or recovering from
channelization, and moderate stability.
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Figure 97 Site qualitative habitat evaluation index scores within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

The poor to generally poor habitat quality is symptomatic of the waterways being excavated into existence or
modified to improve drainage. All sites in the subwatershed are located on reaches that are maintained as legal
drains (Figure 99).

4.2.3 Land Cover & Land Use
Agricultural and developed lands
account for a majority of the land
cover within the subwatershed
(Figure 98). The greatest
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Figure 98 Percent land cover within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
unsewered.
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Table 52 includes land cover information for each site’s drainage area. Sites 23 and 22 are predominately developed
while Sites 21-20 are mostly agricultural. Site 18 has nearly an equal mix of developed and agriclultral land.

Site 23 and 22’s surrounding land use is development within the City of Crown Point. Wetland and forest provide a
small buffer from the adjacent developed areas upstream of Site 22 on Smith Ditch. A series of inchannel ponds
have have also been excavated along Smith Ditch in this area as well. Site 21’s immediated surrounding land use is
agriculture. A dairy farm that was once classified as a CAFO is located immediately to the west of the site. Manure
from the facility is land applied to the neighboring fields. Upstream of Site 21, Niles Ditch drains contiguous wetland
areas surrounded by row crop. Site 20’s immediate surrounding land uses low density residential development and
agriculture. A majority of the Niles Ditch drainage area is unsewered.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
23 25.5 0.1 45.6 11.0 5.2 34 0.7 8.5
22 4.7 0.3 66.7 14.1 4.1 2.2 0.4 7.5
21 67.3 0.0 7.5 9.0 4.8 2.8 0.4 8.2
20 67.3 0.0 7.5 9.0 5.6 3.3 0.3 7.2
18 37.7 0.1 38.6 8.3 5.3 2.8 0.5 6.6

Table 52 Site percent land cover within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 53. Agriculture and/or developed
land make up a fairly large percentage of the riparian zone for each site’s drainage. The prevalence of human land
uses and associated cover types is reflected in the poor riparian habitat quality scores observed in the QHEI above.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub

23 19.4 0.2 34.4 6.0 5.0 5.0 2.6 27.5
22 2.4 0.0 45.6 8.6 6.1 2.5 2.1 32.8
21 59.0 0.0 4.5 2.6 5.7 5.1 0.6 22.4
20 61.4 0.0 4.0 3.5 5.8 5.4 0.5 19.4
18 325 0.1 27.4 5.9 5.4 5.5 1.6 21.6

Table 53 Site percent riparian land cover within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

The TMDL reports six NPDES permitted industrial facilities located in subwatershed. (See TMDL for facility locations
map). The TMDL does not reference any permit violations for these facilities over the five year period between
2010 and 2014. The Crown Point WWTP and a CSO outfall are located on Main Beaver Dam Ditch near Site 23
(Figure 99). The TMDL includes this CSO with the other CSO points in the Headwaters Main Beaver Dam Ditch
subwatershed in reporting the number of CSO events, which was 60 between 2009 and 2013. The TMDL documents
19 permit violations for TSS, copper, and ammonia between 2010 and 2013 for the Crown Point WWTP. The
baseline assessment conducted as part of the TMDL also documented violations for phosphorus between June 2013
and July 2014 for the Crown Point WWTP.

Twelve potential livestock facilities were identified in the subwatershed (Figure 99). Most of the facilities are
located east of I-65 with the greatest number occurring in the Niles Ditch drainage area. The facility located east of
Site 21 was formerly regulated as a CFO operation (Section 2.6.3.2).
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Figure 99 Land cover and land use within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed

4.2.4 Soils

Many of the soils immediately surrounding the tributaries within the subwatershed are rated as hydric indicating
these areas would have historically been wetland (Figure 100). Highly erodible or potentially highly erodible soils
appear to be most widely distributed west of Niles Ditch. These soils border or are located in close proximity to a
number of tributaries in this area. There are only a few locations where soil slopes are greater than 15%. The most
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relevant location is upstream of Site 22, adjacent to an intermittent stream south of US Hwy 231. Soil surface

textures adjacent to the tributaries are primarily classified as silty clay loam or muck (Figure 7). A majority of the
soils in the subwatershed have poor infiltration rates and are prone to producing runoff (Figure 11). These soil

characteristics in part help explain the poor substrate conditions observed at Sites 22 and 21 (Section 4.2.2.9).

January 18, 2017
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Figure 100 Hydric, highly erodible and steep slope soils within the Main Beaver Dam Ditch Subwatershed
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4.3 Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed (HUC 0404000103)

4.3.1 Overview
The Headwaters Turkey Creek subwatershed is located in the west central portion of the watershed. It drains

approximately 21.2 mi? of primarily developed (55%) land. Based on the monitoring completed by IDEM, five stream
segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems include low dissolved oxygen levels,
impaired biotic communities and high E. coli and nutrient levels.
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Figure 101 Impaired streams within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2 Water Quality
IDEM collected water quality data at six monitoring stations (Sites 28-33) within the Headwaters Turkey Creek

subwatershed (Figure 101). Site 32 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the

overall Deep River- Portage Burns Waterway watershed.

4.3.2.1 Pathogens
Figure 102 shows that any full body contact recreational use would be threatened by elevated pathogen levels.

Sites 29, 31, and 33 regularly exceed the single sample E. coli water quality standard with median concentrations
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above 235 CFU/100 mL. Exceedances occurred across dry to high flow stream flow conditions indicating input from
point and nonpoint sources. 75% or less of the observations at Sites 28, 30 and 32 were above 235 CFU/100 mL.
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Figure 102 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2.2 Fish

An evaluation of each site’s fish community structure revealed that Sites 28, 30, 31 and 33 are not supporting of
their Aquatic Life Use designation. Sites 29 and 32 are considered to be fully supporting however, they only
received a “fair” integrity class rating. The individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that
species sensitive to pollution and habitat degradation were absent.

Site | IBIScore | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

28 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

29 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

30 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

31 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

33 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

32 44 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

Table 54 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2.3 Macroinvertebrates
An evaluation of each site’s macroinvertebrate community structure revealed that none of them meet their Aquatic
Life Use designation. No sample was taken at Site 28 due to the stream being choked with vegetation which
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2016

prevented the use of the dip net. The individual metrics used to evaluate the macroinvertebrate communities

revealed that species sensitive to pollution and habitat degradation were absent.

Site | mIBI Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Score Support

28 No Sample | NA NA NA

29 26 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

30 34 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

31 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

33 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

32 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 55 Site macronvertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2.4 Water Temperature
None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the state water quality standard

maximum limit for any month. Average summer water temperatures, typically the most stressful period for aquatic
organisms, ranged from 20-22°C, (68-72°F) with Sites 28 and 30 being the warmest.
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Figure 103 Box plot illustrating site temperatures within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen
Figure 104 shows that low dissolved oxygen levels are primarily an issue at Sites 28 and 33. Site 28 has a median

dissolved oxygen concentration below the 4 mg/L water quality standard. Site 33’s median concentration was much

higher, but more than 25% of the observations fell below 4 mg/L. Site 30 had two samples that were slightly less
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than 4 mg/L. Site 32’s exceedance of 12 mg/L occurred in December so is not likely a concern given the dissolved
oxygen concentrations observed at the site during other times of the year.
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Figure 104 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2.6 Total Organic Carbon
Figure 105 shows organic material loading and decomposition is at least partially driving the dissolved oxygen issues
observed at Site 28. Organic material doesn’t appear to be a factor in the low oxygen levels observed at Site 33.
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Figure 105 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed
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4.3.2.7 Nutrients

Figure 106 shows that Site 28, 29, 31, and 33 had median total phosphorus concentrations above 0.07 mg/L. Aside
from the outlier data point observed at Site 28, Site 31 generally had the highest total phosphorus concentrations.

Site 28’s exceedance of the 0.3 mg/L threshold occurred during dry stream flow conditions in the summer indicating

a possible point source contribution.
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Figure 106 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

Figure 107 shows that none of the sites had nitrate concentrations that exceeded the 1.09 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 107 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed
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Figure 108 shows that Sites 28, 29 and 33 have median total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations above 0.68 mg/L.
Sites 28 and 23 generally had the highest concentrations with approximately 90% of the observations above 0.68
mg/L. The sample in which the total Kjeldahl nitrogen outlier was observed at Site 28 also resulted in the total
phosphorus outlier.

3.00

2,00

TKN

1.00] j

0o T T T T T T
28 29 30 il 33 32

Site #

Figure 108 Box plot illustrating site total kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

Figure 109 shows Sites 28, 29, and 32 had median ammonia concentrations above 0.03 mg/L. Sites 30, 31, and 33
typically had ammonia concentrations that fell below the lab detection limit (0.05 mg/L). Sites 28, 30, and 33 each
had single observations above the 0.21 mg/L threshold and were considered outliers in this dataset. The outlier
observed at Site 28 corresponds with those seen for total phosphorus and total Kjeldahl nitrogen. As levels near 2.0
mg/L, even ammonia-tolerant fish like carp begin to die.
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Figure 109 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2.8 Suspended Solids & Turbidity

Figure 110 shows that total suspended solid concentration almost always fell below the 30 mg/L threshold and

anything above was considered an outlier in the dataset. The exceedance occurring at Site 28 corresponds to the

exceedances observed above for nutrients. Site 32’s exceedance occurred during high stream flows and is indicative

of runoff and streambank erosion. Site 33’s exceedance occurred during low stream flow conditions in March.
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Figure 110 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solids concentrations within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed
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Figure 111 shows similar site patterns for turbidity as those observed for total suspended solids. Turbidity levels for
Sites 28-30 were low, typically falling below the 10.4 NTU threshold. Site 31 and 33 had median turbidity levels
greater than 10.4 NTU. Site 31 had the highest median level and more than 25% of its samples were above the 25
NTU threshold.
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Figure 111 Box plot illustrating site turbidity levels within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.2.9 Habitat

Figure 112 shows that none of the sites generally possess the habitat quality conducive to supporting a healthy
warm water fishery (QHEI < 51) with the exception of Site 32 which only had a QHEI score 51. Site 29 received a
QHEI score of 49. The major habitat limitations included poor substrate, in-stream cover, and riparian quality and
poor channel morphology. None of the sites had riffle/run habitat. Stream substrates at Sites 28, 30, 31, and 33
were characterized by muck, and moderate to heavy siltation and moderate to extensive embeddedness. Stream
substrates at Sites 29 and 32 were characterized as sandy with moderate siltation and embeddedness. Sites 28-30
and 33 had poor channel morphology characterized by low to no channel sinuosity, poor to fair riffle/pool
development, showed recent sign of channelization or recovery, and had low to moderate stability.

The poor habitat quality at many of these sites is symptomatic of the waterways being excavated into existence or
modified to improve drainage. All sites in the subwatershed, except Site 31, are located on reaches that are
maintained as county legal drains (Figure 114). Aerial imagery however shows that at least portions of this tributary
to Turkey Creek were modified at some point to improve drainage.
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Figure 112 Site qualitative habitat evaluation index scores within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.3 Land Use & Land Cover
Overall, the predominant land
cover type within the
subwatershed is developed land
(55%) followed distantly by
agriculture (16%) lands (Figure
113). Portions of Griffith, St.
John, Schererville, and Merrillville
fall within the boundaries of the
subwatershed. The
unincorporated areas are mostly
unsewered.

Table 56 includes land cover
information for each site’s
drainage area. Every site’s
drainage area includes a large
percentage of developed land.
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Figure 113 Percent land cover within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

Site’s 28 and 30 have the largest percentage of natural land cover within their drainage areas. The riparian area
upstream of Site 28 includes patches of wetland, forest and scrub/shrub habitat that provide a buffer to adjacent
development and the small amount of agricultural lands. Site 30 is primarily surrounded by grasslands within Oak
Ridge County Park. The area surrounding Site 29 is primarily wetland habitat along Turkey Creek. However most of
the land draining to the sites is development. The stream segments draining to Sites 31 and 33 are bordered by
development for almost their entire length. Small patches of forest and scrub/shrub habitat are located near their
headwaters. The largest agricultural area within the subwatershed borders Turkey Creek between Sites 29 and 32.
There appears to be a limited amount of stream buffer along this stretch.
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Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
28 3.6 0.0 61.3 15.6 5.2 5.2 1.4 7.5
29 7.9 0.0 60.3 13.2 6.8 5.4 0.8 5.6
30 0.8 0.0 46.5 22.3 6.7 4.6 4.1 15.0
31 133 0.2 65.6 8.5 4.2 3.7 0.7 3.9
33 24.9 0.1 61.6 5.7 3.4 2.5 0.3 1.6
32 15.7 0.1 55.4 10.7 5.4 4.2 0.9 7.6

Table 56 Site percent land cover within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 57. Developed land is the most
prevalent land cover type within each drainage’s riparian zone. In many instances, when agriculture is factored in,
human uses comprise over 60% of the riparian zone. The prevalence of human land uses and associated cover types
is reflected in the poor riparian habitat quality scores observed for a number of sites in the QHEI above.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
28 7.0 0.0 32.7 18.5 1.6 11.2 5.1 23.8
29 11.4 0.0 49.3 11.2 4.3 8.0 2.6 13.2
30 0.8 0.0 59.0 12.9 10.8 6.7 4.6 5.1
31 6.9 0.0 69.1 13.5 1.3 3.9 13 3.9
33 12.5 0.0 80.4 2.2 0.0 2.2 2.2 0.6
32 17.0 0.0 48.3 9.5 4.1 5.5 1.9 13.8

Table 57 Site percent riparian land cover within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

The TMDL reports seven NPDES permitted industrial facilities located in subwatershed. (See TMDL for NPDES
industrial facility location map.) The TMDL does not reference any permit violations for these facilities over the five
year period between 2010 and 2014. There is one sanitary sewer overflow outfall located in the subwatershed
upstream of Site 33 on Kaiser Ditch (Figure 114).

Three potential livestock facilities were identified in the subwatershed. All three are located in the upstream area
around Site 28, south of U.S. Hwy 30 (Figure 114). At least one of these, potentially two, drain to the tributary that
joins Turkey Creek north of Site 28.
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Figure 114 Land cover and land use within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed

4.3.4 Soils
Generally the soils located south of Turkey Creek are prone to producing runoff
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. Many of the streams in this

southern half of the subwatershed are bordered by silty clay loam and silt loam which in part explains the poor

streambed substrate quality documented in Section 4.3.2.9. The Headwaters Turkey Creek subwatershed has the
highest percentage of hydric soils in the entire watershed (Table 9). Much of the area surrounding Turkey Creek and
its tributaries were formally wetland. Many of these areas were originally drained for agricultural production but

have since been converted to development. A majority of the highly or potentially highly erodible soils in the

subwatershed are located in areas with natural land cover or have been developed. Some of these soils are still in
agriculture production within the drainage areas of Site 31 and 33. There is one area with steep slopes upstream of

Site 30 adjacent to Johnson Ditch (Figure 115).

January 18, 2017
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Figure 115 Soils within the Headwaters Turkey Creek Subwatershed
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4.4 Deer Creek Subwatershed (HUC 0404000104)

4.4.1 Overview

2016

The Deer Creek subwatershed is located in the south-western portion of the watershed. It drains approximately
26.3 mi? of primarily agricultural (44%), developed (19%), and forested (14%) land. Based on the monitoring
completed by IDEM, three stream segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems
include low dissolved oxygen levels, impaired biotic communities, siltation, and high nutrient and E. coli levels.
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Figure 116 Stream impairements within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

4.4.2 Water Quality
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IDEM collected water quality data at four monitoring stations (Sites 15-17 and 19) within the Deer Creek
subwatershed (Figure 116). Site 14, which provided the safest road access point, was used to represent the
subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the overall Deep River- Portage Burns Waterway watershed.

4.4.2.1 Pathogens

Figure 117 shows that any full body contact recreational use would be threatened by elevated pathogen levels.

Sites 15-17 and 19 had median E. coli concentration in excess of the 235 CFU/100 mL water quality standard. Site 14
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was the only site within the subwatershed in which the median concentration fell below this threshold. The
exceedances occurred across high flow and dry conditions indicating both nonpoint and point source contributions.
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Figure 117 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

4.4.2.2 Fish

An evaluation of each site’s fish community structure revealed that Sites 15, 17 and 19 are not supporting of their
Aquatic Life Use designation. Sites 14 and 16 are considered to be fully supporting however, they only received a
“fair” integrity class rating. The individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that species
sensitive to pollution and habitat degradation were absent. Fish species that require clean gravel/cobble substrates
to spawn were absent/nearly absent at sites 16, 17, and 19.

Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

19 32 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

17 34 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

16 40 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

15 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

14 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

Table 58 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

4.4.2.3 Macroinvertebrates
An assessment of macroinvertebrate community structure showed that Site 15, 16 and 19 are not supporting of
their Aquatic Life Use designation. All sites were dominated by macroinvertebrates that are tolerant of pollution
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and habitat degradation. Metric scores that evaluated trophic structure indicated some degree of environmental
degradation as well.

Site | mIBI Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Score Support

19 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

17 38 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

16 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

15 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

14 40 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

Table 59 Site macroinvertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

4.4.2.4 Water Temperature

None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the state water quality standard
maximum limit for any month. Average summer water temperatures, typically the most stressful period for aquatic
organisms, ranged from 17-21°C, (63-70°F) with Sites 19 and 14 being the warmest.
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Figure 118 Box plot illustrating site temperatures within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

4.4.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen

Figure 119 shows that all sites typically met the dissolved oxygen water quality standard of 4-12mg/L. Site 19 had
the lowest median dissolved oxygen concentration and was the only site to have an observation below 4 mg/L.
Dissolved oxygen concentrations at Site 19 dropped fairly more rapidly once water temperatures began to warm
during late spring. Site 14’s exceedance is not likely an issue since this location has extensive riffle habitat and the
observation occurred during the winter.
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Figure 119 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

4.4.2.6 Total Organic Carbon

Figure 120 generally shows an inverse trend to that observed for dissolved oxygen concentrations in the figure
above. This is a good indication that organic material loading and subsequent decomposition is at least partially
driving some of the occasional dissolved oxygen issues observed at Site 19.
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Figure 120 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed
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4.4.2.7 Nutrients

Figure 121 shows that the median total phosphorus concentration for Sites 14, 16, and 19 exceed the 0.07 mg/L
threshold. Sites 14 and 19 occasionally had observations exceed 0.3 mg/L. Seasonally, mean total phosphorus
concentrations were highest during the summer for Sites 19 (0.36 mg/L), 17 (0.06 mg/L), 16 (0.14 mg/L) and 15 (0.05
mg/L) and winter for Site 14 (0.34 mg/L). However, the distribution of total phosphorus concentrations was not
found to be statistically different across seasons.
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Figure 121 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

Figure 122 shows that Site 14 was the only site within the subwatershed to have nitrate concentrations exceed the
1.09 mg/L threshold. All of the nitrate samples collected from Site 14 exceeded this threshold. The maximum
concentration observed was 6.9 mg/L.
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Figure 122 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

Figure 123 shows that Site 19 generally had the highest total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations with a median
concentration greater than 1.27 mg/L. Approximately 75% of the samples from Site 14 exceeded the 0.68 mg/L
threshold. Almost all the samples collected (>90%) from Sites 15-17 fell below 0.68 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 123 Box plot illustrating site total Kjehdahl nitrogen concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed
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Figure 124 shows that ammonia concentrations at Site 19 often exceeding the 0.21 mg/L threshold. The two
highest concentrations observed 0.38 and 0.4 mg/L occurred during the summer. Ammonia concentration at the
other sites were below the lab detection limit with one exception being Site 14 during the winter.
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Figure 124 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed
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4.4.2.8 Suspended Solids and Turbidity

Figure 125 shows that total suspended solids median concentrations for all the subwatershed sights fell below the
30 mg/L threshold. Sites 14, 16 and 19 had occasional exceedances which corresponded to precipitation events and
higher stream flows.
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Figure 125 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solids concentrations within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

Figure 126 shows similar site patterns to those seen for total suspended solids. Sites 15, 16, and 19 frequently (40-
75%) had turbidity levels higher than 10.4 NTU.
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Figure 126 Box plot illustrating turbidity levels within the Deer Creek Subwatershed
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4.4.2.9 Habitat

Figure 127 shows that Site 19 does not possess the habitat quality that is conducive of supporting a healthy warm
water fishery (QHEI <51). Each habitat metric evaluated for this site scored very poorly. Habitat quality at Sites 16
and 17 is marginal in its ability to support a healthy fishery receiving QHEI scores of 52 and 51 respectively. Based
on the individual metric scores, substrate quality stands out as a major habitat limitation for sites 16, 17, and 19.
Substrates at Sites 16 and 19 are characterized by muck with moderate to heavy siltation and moderate
embeddedness. These two sites are located in wetland areas. The substrate at Site 17 is characterized by hardpan
(clay) with moderate siltation and embeddedness. The lower channel morphology scores at Sites 17 and 19 can be
attributed to past channelization. Both sites had moderately low channel sinuosity with fair pool —riffle
development. Site 17 was listed by IDEM as having recovered from channelization but Site 19 was still recovering.
Only a small portion of Main Beaver Dam Ditch near the western boundary of the subwatershed is maintained as a
county legal drain (Figure 129).
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Figure 127 Site qualitative habitat evaluation index scores within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

4.4.3 Land Cover & Land Use
Overall, agriculture is the
dominant land cover type within
the subwatershed (Figure 128).
Compared to the other

1%
m Agriculture

m Bare Land
watersheds, Deer Creek still
retains a fair amount of natural Developed
land cover. The density of ® Forest
development in the ® Grassland

subwatershed is sparse enough
that almost all the developed

m Scrub/ Shrub

areas, with the exception of Lakes = Water
of the Four Seasons, are 19% Wetland
unsewered and therefore rely on 0%

septic systems to treat waste
t Figure 128 Percent land cover within the Deer Creek Subwatershed
water.
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Table 60 includes land cover information for each site’s drainage area. Sites 17 and 19 have the highest percentage
of developed land in the subwatershed, including portions of Winfield, Lakes of the Four Seasons, and Merrillville.
Upstream of Site 19, wetland and forestland buffer stretches Deer Creek’s mainstem from adjacent human land
uses. Less natural land cover is appearent along the tributaries that drain to Site 17. Sites 16 and 15 have the
highest percentage of natural land cover and least amount of development in the subwatershed (Figure 129). Site
14 is generally represtentative of the entire subwatershed. It's immediate surrounding land cover is forest and
wetland. Site 14 is located within Deep River County Park.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
19 45.3 0.1 30.5 7.7 6.2 2.9 0.8 6.6
17 33.8 0.8 39.8 9.4 6.6 6.3 1.9 1.4
16 33.5 1.2 14.9 19.8 12.7 8.1 0.7 9.0
15 32.9 0.0 2.9 324 9.5 7.2 1.9 133
14 39.7 0.2 32.2 10.1 6.2 3.8 0.6 7.1

Table 60 Site percent land cover within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 61. Agricultural and developed
land cover makes up a fairly large percentage of many of the riparian zones. Site 15 and 16’s riparian zones have
one of the highest percentages of natural land cover in the entire watershed.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
19 21.8 0.0 27.9 6.8 8.9 2.9 2.9 28.6
17 20.2 0.9 38.6 13.4 5.9 11.5 7.2 2.2
16 19.1 0.8 13.6 20.4 10.6 7.1 2.3 26.2
15 243 0.0 1.2 26.5 1.3 5.7 5.7 35.4
14 28.5 0.2 221 9.8 5.3 6.4 2.5 253

Table 61 Site percent riparian land cover within the Deer Creek Subwatershed

There are no NPDES permitted industrial facilities documented in the subwatershed. The TMDL identified four
waste water treatment plants (Figure 129). The Winfield WWTP (IN0O058343) had one 1 TSS violation in 2011 and
inspections found violations in February 2010 and January 2012. The Deep River Water Park WWTP (IN0O058378)
had 11 violations between 2009 and 2014 primarily for ammonia but also for E. coli and chlorine. No inspections
were shown to occur for Chicagoland Christian Village (INO054470) or the Falling Waters Conservancy District
(INO062090) over this time period.

Nine potential livestock facilities were identified in the subwatershed (Figure 129). One facility is located in the
drainage area of an intermittent tributary that enters Deep River from the north. At least two facilities are located
in the Deer Creek drainage area. Two other facilities are very close to this area and may at least in part fall within
the Deer Creek drainage. Another two facilities are located between the unnamed tributaries Sites 16 and 17 are
located on. An additional facility is upstream of Site 16 near an intermittent, headwater tributary. Two facilities are
located near an intermittent, headwater tributary upstream of Site 15. Another facility is located south of U.S. Hwy
30 in the eastern portion of the subwatershed.
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Figure 129 Land cover and land use within the Deer Creek Subwatershed
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Like numerous other areas in the watershed, many of the soils that border the streams in the subwatershed are

primarily rated as hydric. Many of these soils have been drained for agricultural production or development (Figure

56). The subwatershed has the third highest percentage of highly or potentially highly erodible soils in the

watershed (Section 2.4.2). The largest concentration of these soils is located in the western and southern portion of
the subwatershed (Figure 130). Steep slopes can be found adjacent to many of the tributaries entering Deep River

from the south (Figure 130). The most prominent areas are located upstream of Sites 15 and 19.

January 18, 2017

209



Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed

040400010507,

Figure 130 Soils within the Deer Creek Subwatershed
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4.5 City of Merrillville Subwatershed (HUC 040400010505)

4.5.1 Overview
The City of Merrillville subwatershed is located in the central portion of the watershed. It drains approximately 19.5

mi? of primarily developed (63%) land. Based on the monitoring completed by IDEM, three stream segments have
been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems include low dissolved oxygen levels, impaired biotic
communities and high E. coli and nutrient levels.
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Figure 131 Impaired streams within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.2 Water Quality
IDEM collected water quality data at three monitoring stations (Sites 34-36) within the Deer Creek subwatershed

(Figure 131). Site 36 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the overall Deep

River- Portage Burns Waterway watershed.

4.5.2.1 Pathogens
Figure 132 shows that full body contact recreational use would be threatened by elevated pathogen levels. Samples

taken at Sites 35 and 36 always exceeded the single sample E. coli water quality standard of 235 CFU/100 mL. Site
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34 also frequently exceeded the E. coli water quality standard. Exceedances occurred across dry to high flow stream
flow conditions indicating input from point and nonpoint sources.

2500.0

2000.0-

1500.07

E. coli

1000.0-

500,07

] T T T
34 35 36

Site #

Figure 132 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.2.2 Fish

An evaluation of each site’s fish community structure revealed that none of the sites are supporting of their Aquatic
Life Use designation, each receiving a “very poor” integrity class rating. Only seven fish, representing two species,
were collected form Site 34. Site 36 faired only slightly better with 25 fish collected, representing three species. The
individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that species sensitive to pollution and habitat
degradation were absent.

Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

34 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

35 20 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

36 16 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

Table 62 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.2.3 Macroinvertebrates

An evaluation of each site’s macroinvertebrate community structure revealed that none of the sites are supporting
of their Aquatic Life Use designation, each receiving a “poor” integrity class rating. Intolerant and sensitive
macroinvertebrate species were generally absent and the species that were present are considered tolerant of
disturbance.
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Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

34 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

35 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

36 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 63 Site macroinvertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.2.4 Water Temperature
None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the state water quality standard

maximum limit for any month. The average summer water temperature, typically the most stressful period for
aquatic organisms, was 21°C, (70°F) for all sites.

30.00-

Temperature

10.00<

20.00-

ag

34

T
35

Site #

36

Figure 133 Box plot illustrating site water temparutre within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen
Figure 134 shows severely depleted dissolved oxygen concentrations at Site 34. Over 75% of the observations fell
below the 4 mg/L dissolved oxygen water quality standard.
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Figure 134 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.2.6 Total Organic Carbon

Figure 135 generally shows an inverse trend to that observed for dissolved oxygen concentrations in the figure
above. This is a good indication that organic material loading and subsequent decomposition is at least partially
driving some of the dissolved oxygen issues observed at Site 34.
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Figure 135 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed
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4.5.2.7 Nutrients
Figure 136 shows the highest total phosphorus levels occur at Site 34 with a median concentration in excess of the

0.07 mg/L threshold. Sites 35 and 36 had similar median concentrations, however nearly 50% of the samples from
Site 36 exceeded 0.07 mg/L.
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Figure 136 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

Figure 137 shows that none of the sites had nitrate concentrations exceed the 1.09 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 137 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed
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Figure 138 shows that all sites had median total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations at or above the 0.68 mg/L
threshold. Site 34 had the highest median and maximum concentration observed.
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Figure 138 Box plot illustrating site total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

Figure 139 shows high ammonia levels at Site 34 with a median concentration near 0.21 mg/L and a maximum
concentration of 0.59 mg/L. Sites 35 and 36 have median ammonia concentrations above 0.03 mg/L with maximum
concentrations of 0.15 mg/L and 0.14 mg/L respectively.
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Figure 139 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed
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4.5.2.8 Suspended Solids & Turbidity

Figure 140 shows that total suspended solid concentrations almost always fell below the 30 mg/L threshold and
anything above this value was considered an outlier in the dataset. The exceedances at Sites 34 and 35 occurred
during low stream flow conditions indicating a potential point source contribution. Site 36’s exceedance occurred
during high stream flows and is indicative of runoff and/or streambank erosion.
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Figure 140 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solids concentrations within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

While total suspended solid concentrations were relatively similar between sites, Figure 141 shows that Site 34 had
much higher turbidity levels with a median level over 25 NTU. The discrepancy may be due to higher colored
dissolved organic matter which would not be picked up by total suspended solids testing. Sites 35 and 36 also had
median turbidity levels over the 10.4 NTU threshold.
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Figure 141 Box plot illustrating site turbidity levels within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.2.9 Habitat

Figure 142 shows that none of the sites possess the habitat quality conducive to supporting a healthy warm water
fishery (QHEI < 51). Poor substrate quality was a limiting factor at all sites. Substrates at Sites 34 and 36 were
characterized by muck, heavy siltation and extensive embeddedness. Site 35’s substrate was primarily characterized
as artificial (riprap and concrete) with normal levels of siltation and embeddedness. Each site had low to no channel
sinuosity, poor to fair riffle/pool development, and low to moderate channel stability.

Sites 34 and 35 are located on channels that are in essence urban drains. The channels have relatively trapezoidal
cross-sections with minimal or no active floodplain and very narrow to no riparian buffers. In some areas, the
stream channel has been piped and buried. Examples include the tributary of Turkey Creek adjacent to Merrillville
Intermediate School on 61° Avenue, upstream of Site 34 and the tributary of Turkey Creek adjacent to what used to
be Old Mill Pizza on 73™ Avenue and Madison Street at Site 35. Site 36 is located on a low gradient, sluggish flow
reach of Turkey Creek surrounded by floodplain wetland.

The poor habitat quality at Sites 34 and 35 is symptomatic of the waterways being excavated into existence or
modified to improve drainage. Each of sites in the subwatershed, except Site 35, are located on reaches that are
maintained as county legal drains (Figure 144). Aerial imagery however shows that at least portions of this tributary
to Turkey Creek were modified at some point to improve drainage.
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Figure 142 Site Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index scores within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.3 Land Use & Land Cover

Overall, the predominant land
cover type within the
subwatershed is developed lands
(63%) lands (Figure 143).
Agriculture is a relatively minor
land use within the watershed
only accounting for
approximately 12% of the land
area. Merrillville has the largest
municipal footprint within the
subwatershed but it also includes
portions of Gary and Hobart.
These unincorporated areas are
mostly unsewered.

Table 64 includes land cover
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Figure 143 Percent land cover within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

information for each site’s drainage area. All sites have a high percentage of developed land within their drainage
areas (62-73%). A majority of the natural land cover within the subwatershed is located within the city limits of
Hobart and Oak Ridge Prairie County Park.
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Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
34 4.2 0.0 72.5 7.3 3.7 2.2 1.0 9.1
35 13.6 0.2 72.6 3.2 6.6 1.9 0.3 1.5
36 12.5 0.1 61.9 9.2 5.0 3.3 0.8 7.1

Table 64 Site percent land cover within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 65. Agricultural and developed
land cover makes up the greatest percentage of the riparian zones in the subwatershed.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
34 0.6 0.0 67.6 5.5 3.7 4.0 0.0 18.7
35 111 0.0 74.3 5.5 1.0 2.8 0.1 5.1
36 12.3 0.0 55.2 7.6 2.9 4.3 1.7 16.0

Table 65 Site percent riparian land cover within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

The TMDL reports two NPDES permitted industrial facilities located in subwatershed. (See TMDL for NPDES
industrial facility location map.) The TMDL does not reference any permit violations for these facilities over the five
year period between 2010 and 2014. There is one sanitary sewer overflow outfall located in the subwatershed
upstream of Site 36 on Turkey Creek (Figure 144).

Four potential livestock facilities were identified in the subwatershed. All four are located east of I-65 in the
drainage area of an intermittent stream that joins Turkey Creek downstream of Site 36(Figure 144).
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Figure 144 Land cover and land use within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

4.5.4 Soils

A majority of the soils that border the streams in the subwatershed are classified as hydric. In most cases these
areas were drained or filled for agricultural or development purposes. A very high concentration of highly erodible/
potentially highly erodible soils is located in the southern extent of the subwatershed within and surrounding Site
35’s drainage area. A number of these areas remain in agricultural production. Soil surface texture in these areas
are comprised of silt loam and silty clay loams especially surrounding the tributaries. This in part may help explain
the poor substrate quality noted in the stream habitat assessments. There are small inclusions of steeply sloped
soils along the unnamed tributary to Turkey Creek west of I-65.
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Figure 145 Soils within the City of Merrillville Subwatershed

January 18, 2017

040400010508

040400010507,

040400010504

2016

0

Legend

] county

cs Watershed

C3 Subwatershed
% Lake/Pond

¥ Wetland

~~- Perennial Stream
~-= |ntermittent Stream
® Stream Sampling Site
. Hydric Soils

@ HEL/Potential HEL
®& Soil Slope >15%

0425 0385 1.7

Miles
N

‘® NIRPC

Together We Make The Difference

222



Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed
4.6 Duck Creek Subwatershed (HUC 0404000106)

4.6.1 Overview

The Duck subwatershed is located in the east central portion of the watershed. It drains approximately 15.8 mi? of

2016

primarily agricultural (51%) and developed (23%) land. Based on the monitoring completed by IDEM, two stream
segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems include low dissolved oxygen levels,

impaired biotic communities and high E. coli and nutrient levels.

Figure 146 Impaired streams within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

4.6.2 Water Quality
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IDEM collected water quality data at three monitoring stations (Sites 9-11) within the subwatershed (Figure 146).
Site 9 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the overall Deep River- Portage

Burns Waterway watershed.

4.6.2.1 Pathogens

Figure 147 shows that any full body contact recreational use would be threatened by elevated pathogen levels.
Sites 11 and 10 consistently exceed the single sample E. coli water quality standard with median concentrations
above 235 CFU/100 mL. Exceedances for Sites 10 and 11 occurred across dry to higher stream flow conditions
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indicating input from point and nonpoint sources. Site 9’s exceedance were mostly limited to higher stream flows
indicating a majority of the exceedances were attributed to nonpoint source inputs.
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Figure 147 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

4.6.2.2 Fish

An evaluation of each site’s fish community structure revealed that none of the sites are supporting of their Aquatic
Life Use designation, either receiving a “very poor” or “poor” integrity class rating. Only one fish was collected from
Site 10. The individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that species sensitive to pollution
and habitat degradation were absent.

Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

11 24 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

10 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

9 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 66 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

4.6.2.3 Macroinvertebrates

An evaluation of each site’s macroinvertebrate community structure revealed that none of the sites are supporting
of their Aquatic Life Use designation, each receiving a “poor” integrity class rating. Intolerant and sensitive
macroinvertebrate species were generally absent and the species that were present are considered tolerant of
disturbance.

Site | mIBI Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Score Support
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11 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

10 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

9 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 67 Site macroinvertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

4.6.2.4 Water Temperature

None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the state water quality standard
maximum limit for any month. The average summer water temperature, typically the most stressful period for
aquatic organisms, ranged from 18-21°C, (64-70°F) with Site 11 being the coolest.
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Figure 148 Box plot illustrating site water temperatures within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

4.6.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen

Figure 149 shows that all sites have median dissolved oxygen concentrations between 4-12 mg/L, however Site 11
frequently had dissolved oxygen concentrations that fell below the 4 mg/L water quality standard. The lowest
concentration observed was less than 1 mg/L. These observations typically occurred during the summer when
water temperatures were at their warmest. Dissolved oxygen concentrations higher than the 12 mg/L threshold all
occurred in spring when water temperatures were still relatively cool.
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Figure 149 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

4.6.2.6 Total Organic Carbon

Figure 150 generally shows an inverse trend to that observed for dissolved oxygen concentrations in the figure
above. This is a good indication that organic material loading and subsequent decomposition is at least partially
driving some of the dissolved oxygen issues observed at Site 11.
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Figure 150 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed
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4.6.2.7 Nutrients
Figure 151 shows that median total phosphorus concentrations fell between the 0.3 mg/L and 0.07 mg/L thresholds.

Site 11 had the highest median and maximum total phosphorus concentration.
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Figure 151 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

Figure 152 shows that none of the sites exceeded the 10 mg/L threshold. Site 11 was the only site to have a median
nitrate concentration above the 1.09 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 152 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed
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Figure 153 shows that Sites 9 and 11 have median total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations that fall between the 0.68
mg/L and 1.27 mg/L thresholds. The outlier at Site 11 occurred during the summer and coincides with other peaks.
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Figure 153 Box plot illustrating site total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

Figure 154 shows that ammonia concentrations most typically fell below the lab detection limit except for a few
outlier events observed at Sites 9 and 11. The maximum concentration observed at Site 9 was 0.21 mg/L during the
spring and 2.6 mg/L at Site 11 during the summer.
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Figure 154 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed
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4.6.2.8 Suspended Solids & Turbidity

Figure 155 shows that all sites typically had maximum total suspended solids concentrations below the 30 mg/L
threshold except for on occasion at Site 11. The exceedance at occurred during mid-range stream flow conditions
indicating a likely nonpoint source contribution.
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Figure 155 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solids concentrations within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

Figure 156 shows that Site 11 had a median turbidity level greater than 10.4 NTU. Turbidity levels at Sites 9 and 10
typically fell below 10.4 NTU.
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Figure 156 Box plot illustrating site turbidity levels within the Duck Creek Subwatershed
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4.6.2.9 Habitat
Figure 157 shows that Sites 10 and 11 generally do not possess the habitat quality conducive to supporting a healthy
warm water fishery (QHEI < 51). The QHEI for Site 9, just met this threshold with a score of 52.

The major habitat limitations for Site 10 are poor substrate quality and channel morphology. Substrates at Site 10
were characterized as predominately muck with moderate silt cover and embeddedness. The channel reach had low
sinuosity, poor riffle/pool development, showed recent or no recovery from stream channelization and had low
channel stability. Aerial imagery shows this small stream meandering within its floodplain upstream and
downstream of the site on East 10™" Street. Land cover data shows much of the streams length to be bordered by
wetland, forest and grassland. The poor channel morphology at the site appears to be attributed to placement of fill
in the floodplain to construct the roadway and clearing to maintain flow through the two large culverts that the
stream passes through under the road.

The major habitat limitation at Site 11 is substrate quality and instream cover. Substrates at Site 11 were
characterized as predominately muck with moderate silt cover and embeddedness. The channel reach had
moderate sinuosity, good riffle/pool development, but showed signs of having recovered from past channelization.
Instream habitat cover was documented as being sparse.

The primary habitat limitations at Site 9 include substrate quality, channel morphology and instream cover.
Substrates were characterized as predominately sand with inclusions of gravel and muck. Silt cover was categorized
as moderate and embeddedness was extensive. This stretch of Duck Creek has a low channel gradient and it
meanders through a forested floodplain wetland which could explain the substrate quality. The stream channel
sinuosity was categorized as low however there was no indication of past channelization. Channel stability was
categorized as low. Once again this might be because of the fine substrates in addition to a moving bedload.

None of the sites in the subwatershed are located on reaches that are maintained as county regulated drains.
However there are segments located upstream of Site 11 (Figure 159).
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Figure 157 Site qualitative habitat evaluation index scores within the Duck Creek Subwatershed
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4.6.3 Land Use & Land Cover

Overall, the predominant land

cover type within the 0%

subwatershed is agricultural lands
(51%) Figure 158). Most of the

m Agriculture

6% m Bare Land
development occurring within the
subwatershed is located within Developed
the boundaries of Hobart in Lake m Forest
County. The Porter County Grassland

portion of the subwatershed is

) ) m Scrub/ Shrub
almost entirely unincorporated

except for a very small area to the 23% = Water

north that fall within Portage. A
majority of the subwatershed is

Wetland
0%

unsewered except for some areas
within Hobart (Figure 61).

Figure 158 Percent land cover within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

Table 68 includes land cover

information for each site’s drainage area. Each sites drainage area is dominated by agricultural land uses. Sites 9
and 10 have the highest percentage of developed land, with portions of their drainage area falling near downtown
Hobart. Long reaches of Duck Creek and its tributaries are buffered by floodplain wetlands and upland forest except
within the headwater areas.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
11 69.0 0.3 9.5 7.5 6.2 2.2 0.5 4.8
10 56.4 0.1 19.3 8.1 5.5 1.8 0.5 8.2
9 50.4 0.3 23.2 9.8 6.4 2.6 0.3 6.8

Table 68 Site percent land cover within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 69. Overall, natural land cover
makes up the largest percentage of cover in the riparian zone. However, human uses are still a significant
component of the subwatershed’s riparian zone. Agriculture is the most prevalent human land cover type especially
within Site 10’s drainage area.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
11 36.6 0.0 6.9 13.6 14.8 5.5 1.1 21.5
10 54.1 0.0 3.8 4.0 1.7 0.6 1.0 34.7
9 33.2 0.0 10.4 10.0 7.8 3.3 0.7 34.6

Table 69 Site percent riparian land cover within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

No NPDES permitted facilities were identified by the TMDL in the subwatershed. However, there is one landfill
(Wheeler Landfill) located along State Highway 130. A tributary of Duck Creek runs adjacent to the landfill (Figure
159). This reach was recently cleaned to improve drainage and reduce flooding impacts observed upstream. This
maintenance activity resulted in a deep channel profile with steep slopes. Erosion is already evident.
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Ten potential livestock facilities were identified in the subwatershed. Three facilities are located in the drainage
area of the unnamed tributary to Duck Creek that Site 10 is located on. The other facilities are located upstream of
Site 11 on the Porter County portion of the subwatershed (Figure 159).
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Figure 159 Land use and land cover within the Duck Creek Subwatershed

4.6.4 Soils

A majority of the soils that border the streams in the subwatershed are classified as hydric. The subwatershed is
somewhat unique in that relatively long reaches of Duck Creek and its tributaries retain portions of their riparian
wetlands (Figure 159). Despite this, the subwatershed has the second highest loss of wetland habitat (Table 35).
Many areas of highly or potentially highly erodible soils are located adjacent or in proximity to Duck Creek and its
tributaries, especially in the agricultural areas within Porter County. A high percentage of the soils in the
subwatershed have moderate to high runoff potential. Soil surface texture in these areas are largely comprised of
silt loam and silty clay loams. This in part may help explain the poor substrate quality noted in the stream habitat
assessments. There is one small area around the landfill in which soil slope exceeds 15%.
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4.7 Lake George Subwatershed (HUC 0404000107)

4.7.1 Overview
The Lake George subwatershed is located in the central portion of the watershed. It drains approximately 17.3 mi?

of primarily developed (35%) and agricultural (29%) land. Based on the monitoring completed by IDEM, two stream
segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems include impaired biotic communities and

high E. coli levels.
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Figure 161 Impaired streams within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2 Water Quality
IDEM collected water quality data at four monitoring stations (Sites 8, 12-14) within the Lake George subwatershed

(Figure 161). Site 8 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the overall Deep River-

Portage Burns Waterway watershed.

4.7.2.1 Pathogens
Figure 162 shows that full body contact recreational use is threatened by elevated pathogen levels. Sites 8, 12, and

13 had median E. coli concentrations above the 235 CFU/100 mL single sample water quality standard. There is an
increase in E. coli concentrations between Site 14 (downstream) and Site 12 (upstream) on Deep River. Site 13,
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located on Sprout Ditch, generally had the highest concentrations observed and may be contributing to the higher E.
coli levels downstream at Site 12. There was a slight decrease in median E. coli concentrations between Sites 8 and
12 on Deep River. This decrease in part may be attributed to Lake George.
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Figure 162 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2.2 Fish

An evaluation of each site’s fish community structure revealed that Sites 8 and 13 are not supporting of their
Aquatic Life Use designation. Sites 12 and 14 are considered to be fully supporting however, they only received a
“fair” integrity class rating. The individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that species
sensitive to pollution and habitat degradation were absent.

Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

14 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

13 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

12 42 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

8 32 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 70 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2.3 Macroinvertebrates

An evaluation of each site’s macroinvertebrate community structure revealed that Sites 8 and 12 are not supporting
of their Aquatic Life Use designation. Sites 13 and 14 are considered to be fully supporting however, they only
received a “fair” integrity class rating. Intolerant and sensitive macroinvertebrate species were generally absent and
the species that were present are considered tolerant of disturbance.
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Site | mIBI Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Score Support

14 40 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

13 42 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

12 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

8 28 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 71 Site macroinvertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2.4 Water Temperature

None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the state water quality standard
maximum limit for any month. Average summer water temperatures, typically the most stressful period for aquatic
organisms, ranged from 19-21°C, (66-70°F).
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Figure 163 Box plot illustrating site water temperature within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen

Figure 164 shows that all sites typically met the dissolved oxygen water quality standard of 4-12mg/L. There were
two occasions during the summer in which Site 8, located below the Lake George dam, had dissolved oxygen
concentrations less than 4 mg/L. Sites 12-14 had dissolved oxygen concentrations that occasionally exceeded the 12
mg/L target. The exceedances at Sites 12 and 13 occurred during the spring while Site 14’s exceedance occurred
during the summer.
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Figure 164 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2.6 Total Organic Carbon

Organic material loading and decomposition doesn’t appear to be the primary driver for the occasional dissolved
oxygen problems observed at Site 8. Figure 165 shows a fairly sizable drop in total organic concentrations between
Sites 12 and 8 indicating that organic materials carried by Deep River are settling out in Lake George.
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Figure 165 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed
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4.7.2.7 Nutrients

Figure 166 shows that all sites had median total phosphorus concentrations between the 0.07 mg/L and 0.3 mg/L
thresholds. Generally Site 14 had the highest observed concentrations but we can see a decreasing as we move
from upstream to downstream along Deep River. Additionally the figure shows that median concentrations drop
below the Lake George dam indicating the lake is acting a phosphorus sink within the system.

1.000-

JB00

wn
2 *
o
i
2 GO0
o
=
o
=
=
°©
= 400
S £3
200 ‘
= __
000 T T T T
14 13 12 8
Site #

Figure 166 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed

Figure 167 shows similar site patterns for nitrate concentrations as was observed for total phosphorus. Median
nitrate concentrations decrease moving from upstream to downstream along Deep River. Nitrate concentrations
show a large drop between Sites 12 and 8 indicating denitrification is occurring within Lake George. No sites
exceeded the 10 mg/L threshold but Sites 12 and 14 have median nitrate concentrations above the 1.09 mg/L
threshold.
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Figure 167 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed

Figure 168 shows a decreasing trend in total Kjeldahl nitrogen levels from upstream to downstream on Deep River.
Sites 14 and 12 have median concentrations between the 0.68 mg/L and 1.27 mg/L thresholds.
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Figure 168 Box plot illustrating site total kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed

Figure 169 shows that ammonia concentrations at Sites 12-14 frequently fell below the laboratory detection limit.
The highest maximum ammonia concentration was observed at Site 14 during the winter. Site 8 had the highest
frequency of concentrations above 0.03 mg/L indicating excess organic material deposition in Lake George.
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Figure 169 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2.8 Suspended Solids & Turbidity

Figure 170 shows that very rarely did any site exceed the 30 mg/L total suspended solids threshold. There is an
increasing trend in median total suspended solids concentrations from Site 14 downstream to Site 12. However,
total suspended solid concentrations generally decline at Site 8 below the Lake George dam, indicating solids are
falling out of suspension in the lake.
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Figure 170 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solids concentrations within the Lake George Subwatershed

Figure 171 shows similar site patterns to those seen above for total suspended solids. Sites 12 and 13 had median
turbidity levels slightly higher than the 10.4 NTU threshold. There is an increase in median turbidity concentrations
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moving from Site 14 downstream to Site 12. Turbidity concentrations fall at Site 8 indicating that suspended
materials are settling out in Lake George.
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Figure 171 Box plot illustrating site turbidity levels within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.2.9 Habitat

Figure 172 shows habitat quality is generally conducive to supporting at healthy warmwater fishery at each of survey
sites in the subwatershed (QHEI >51). A decline in habitat quality was observed moving downstream from Site 14 to
Site 12 on Deep River. The decline appears to be primarily attributed to a decline in substrate quality and absence
of riffle/run habitat. Site 12’s substrate was characterized as primarily hardpan (clay) with inclusions of sand,
detritus, muck and silt. Silt cover and embeddedness were classified as moderate. Site 14’s substrate was
characterized as primarily sand with inclusions of cobble, gravel, muck and artificial substrate (riprap). Siltation and
embeddedness was classified as normal. The difference in substrate quality and riffle habitat may be partly
explained by stream gradient between sites. Stream gradient and current velocity greater at Site 14 compared to
Site 12.

Habitat quality at Site 8, located below the Lake George dam in Hobart, rebounded to a level similar to that
observed at Site 14. Deep River widens out in this area below the dam into a bowl shaped basin. Substrates at Site
8 are characterized as primarily sand with moderate silt cover and embeddedness.

Site 13 is located on Sprout Ditch, a tributary to Deep River. Channel morphology was slightly poorer than the
other sites in the subwatershed. Channel sinuosity as low and the reach was recovering from channelization. A
portion of Sprout Ditch upstream of Site 13 is maintained as a county legal drain (Figure 174).
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Figure 172 Site qualitative habitat evaluation idex scores within the Lake George Subwatershed
4.7.3 Land Cover & Land Use
Overall, the predominant land
cover types within the
subwatershed are developed m Agriculture
35%) and agricultural (29%) lands
( ) ‘) & ) (29%) m Bare Land
(Figure 173). The highest
concentration of development is Developed
located in Hobart around Lake m Forest
George and along the US 30 = Grassland
corridor. Most of the
‘ 1% m Scrub/ Shrub
subwatershed’s agricultural lands
m Water

exist between these two higher
density developed areas. Much 35% Wetland
of the low intesity development

in this area is unsewered.

. Figure 173 Percent land cover within the Lake George Subwatershed
Table 72 includes land cover & &

information for each site’s

drainage area. Site 14 is located on Deep River adjacent to Deep River County Park. It’s drainage area is primarily
agricultural and developed land but the site itself is surrounded by wetland and forest. Site 13, located on Sprout
Ditch, has the highest percentage of developed land within its drainage which includes a large portion of the retail
business area along the US 30 corridor. Furhter downstream Sprout Ditch passes through primarily agricultural
land. Site 12 shares a similar composition of land cover to that of Site 14 and is also bordered by wetland and forest
that buffer Deep River from adjacent human land uses. Site 8 is located below the tailwaters of the Lake George
dam on Deep River. The immediate surrounding land use is development near downtown Hobart.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
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14 39.7 0.2 32.2 10.1 6.2 3.8 0.6 7.1
13 29.8 0.3 46.1 6.3 9.9 3.8 0.7 3.1
12 39.1 0.4 314 10.0 6.9 3.8 0.6 7.6
8 29.7 0.3 41.6 10.1 6.4 3.6 0.9 7.5

Table 72 Site percent land cover within the Lake George Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 73. There’s a relatively equal
contribution of human and natural land cover types within the subwatershed’s riparian zones. Generally, the
mainstem of Deep River is buffered from adjacent human uses by forested floodplain wetland which is edged by
upland forest along the river valley. Human uses are most prevalent along the tributaries flowing into Deep River
(Figure 174).

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
14 28.5 0.2 22.1 9.8 5.3 6.4 25 25.3
13 31.8 0.0 25.9 9.5 14.2 7.3 3.0 8.2
12 28.1 0.4 19.5 10.1 5.8 6.3 2.2 27.6
8 22.9 0.3 27.9 9.9 5.0 5.6 3.4 25.2

Table 73 Site percent riparian land cover within the Lake George Subwatershed

There are no NPDES permitted industrial facilities documented in the subwatershed. However, the TMDL identified
one waste water treatment plant (Figure 174). The Hobart WWTP (INO061344) had three inspection violations
reported between 2010 and 2011. They were referred to enforcement in June 2011.

There are 13 potential livestock facilities located within the subwatershed (Figure 174). All but one of the facilities
fall within Site 12’s drainage area. A majority of these are located in the rural area south of Deep River and north of
U.S. Highway 30. This area is drained by a number of intermittent tributaries.
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Figure 174 Land cover and land use within the Lake George Subwatershed

4.7.4 Soils

Deep River and many of its tributaries are bordered by hydric soils within the subwatershed. Most of the wetlands
in which these soils developed have been drained for agricultural production and development except along Deep
River (Figure 175). Areas of highly or potentially highly erodible soils are located within the Sprout Ditch drainage
area and bordering Deep River to the east. There are a few locations in which soils with slopes greater than 15%
occur within the subwatershed. A number of these locations are located directly adjacent to Deep River floodplain

valley or intermittent tributaries.
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4.8 Little Calumet River-Deep River Subwatershed (HUC 040400010508)

4.8.1 Overview
The Little Calumet River-Deep River subwatershed is located in the northern tier of the watershed. It drains

approximately 19 mi2 of primarily developed land (71%). Based on the monitoring completed by IDEM, three stream
segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems include impaired biotic communities and
high E. coli levels.
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Figure 176 Impaired streams within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

4.8.2 Water Quality
IDEM collected water quality data at three monitoring stations (Sites 5-7) within the subwatershed (Figure 176). Site

6 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the overall Deep River- Portage Burns
Waterway watershed. It is also important to note that Sites 5 and 6 bracket a dam located on Deep River in Lake
Station (See Section 2.5.2.2 for additional details about this dam). Site 5 was added as a targeted monitoring point
during the baseline assessment to help evaluate the potential impacts associated with the dam.
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4.8.2.1 Pathogens
Figure 177 shows that Site 7’s median E. coli concentration is greater than the single sample water quality standard

2016

of 235 CFU/100mL indicating that full body contact recreational use is threatened by elevated pathogen levels.
Exceedances at Site 7 occurred across low to moderately high flow conditions indicating inputs from point and

nonpoint sources. Site 5 had two observations over 235 CFU/100mL while Site 6 only had a single observation.

These exceedances occurred during mid-range to moderately high flow conditions indicating nonpoint source

inputs.
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Figure 177 Box plot illustrating site E. coli concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

4.8.2.2 Fish
An assessment of fish community structure showed that Sites 7 and 5 are not supporting of their Aquatic Life Use

designation. While Site 6 was found to be fully supporting, it only received an integrity classification of “fair”. The

individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that species sensitive to pollution and habitat

degradation were lacking. Only five fish were collected at Site 7. Metric scores that evaluated trophic structure, the

position the fish occupies in the food chain (ex. carnivore or insectivore), indicated environmental degradation at

Site 7 and to some degree at Site 5. Fish species that require clean gravel/cobble substrates to spawn were lacking

from all sites.

Site | IBIScore | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

7 18 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

6 36 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

5 34 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 74 Site fish index of biotic integriry scores within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

247



Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed 2016

4.8.2.3 Macroinvertebrates

An assessment of macroinvertebrate community structure showed that Site 7 was not supporting of its Aquatic Life
Use designation. All sites were dominated by macroinvertebrates that are tolerant of pollution and habitat
degradation. Metric scores that evaluated trophic structure indicated some degree of environmental degradation as
well.

Site | mIBI Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Score Support

7 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

6 30 Fully Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

5 38 Fully Supporting Fair Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

Table 75 Site macroinvertebrate index of biotic integriry scores within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

4.8.2.4 Water Temperature

None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the state water quality standard
maximum limit for any month. The average summer water temperature, typically the most stressful period for
aquatic organisms, was 24°C, (75°F).
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Figure 178 Box plot illustrating site water temperatures within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

4.8.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen

Figure 179 shows that site median dissolved oxygen concentrations fell between 4-12 mg/L. Sites 5 and 7 each had
one observation during the summer in which they failed to meet the water quality standard with dissolved oxygen
concentrations of 3.3 mg/L and 3.9 mg/L respectively. Observations above 12 mg/L at Sites 6 and 7 occurred during
the spring. The Deep River dam is located between Sites 6 (upstream) and 5 (downstream). The figure shows the
influence of the dam as dissolved oxygen levels increase as water spills over and through the structure.
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Figure 179 Box plot illustrating site dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

4.8.2.6 Total Organic Carbon
Figure 180 generally shows an inverse trend to that observed for dissolved oxygen concentrations in the figure
above. This indicates that organic material loading is influencing dissolved oxygen concentrations.
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Figure 180 Box plot illustrating site TOC concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
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4.8.2.7 Nutrients
Figure 181 shows that none of the sites exceeded the 0.3mg/L total phosphorus threshold however, all sites had

median concentrations exceeding the 0.07 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 181 Box plot illustrating site total phosphorus concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

Figure 182 shows that none of the sites exceeded the 10 mg/L nitrate threshold. Median nitrate concentrations fell

below the 1.09 mg/L threshold for all sites.
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Figure 182 Box plot illustrating site nitrate concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
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Figure 183 shows that site median total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations fell between the 1.27 mg/L and 0.68 mg/L
threshold. Since total Kjeldahl nitrogen is a measure of organic nitrogen and ammonia, looking at Figure 183 and
Figure 184 we can see that Site 6, located upstream of the dam, has a higher organic nitrogen load.
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Figure 183 Box plot illustrating site total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

Figure 184 shows that ammonia concentrations typically fell below the lab detection limit for all sites. Each site had
one or two outlier observations above 0.10 mg/L.
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Figure 184 Box plot illustrating site ammonia concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
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4.8.2.8 Suspended Sediment & Turbidity

Figure 185 shows that all the sites had median total suspended solid concentration below the 30 mg/L threshold.
We can see that median total suspended solids concentrations were lower on Deep River compared to the tributary
represented by Site 7. An increase in median concentrations is apparent below the dam between Sites 6 and 7. This
is likely due to the erosive energy of the water going over and through the dam structure.
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Figure 185 Box plot illustrating site total suspended solids concentrations within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

Figure 186 shows similar site patterns as those observed above for total suspended solids. Sites 5 and 7 had median
turbidity levels between 10.4 NTU and 25 NTU.
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Figure 186 Box plot illustrating site turbidity levels within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

4.8.2.9 Habitat

Habitat evaluations performed by IDEM revealed that Sites 5 and 7 generally do not possess the habitat quality that
is conducive of supporting a healthy warm water fishery (QHEI <51). Site 6 was found to have habitat quality that
was marginally capable of supporting a health warm water fishery with a QHEI score of 52.

Site 5 is located immediately downstream of the Deep River dam in Lake Station. Site 6 is located upstream of the
dam. Site 6’s reach on Deep River has a more lake-like appearance and function because of the dam. The river is
nearly twice as wide upstream of the dam than downstream. Both sites had relatively poor substrate quality and
channel morphology and instream cover. Muck and silt comprise a larger percentage of the substrate at Site 6
compared to downstream and aquatic macrophytes (plants) are the dominate instream cover.

The major habitat limitation at Site 7 was primarily substrate quality. Substrates at the site were characterized as
muck with heavy silt cover and moderate embeddedness. Channel morphology and instream cover were also
relatively poor. Channel sinuosity was moderate, pool/riffle development was poor and channel stability was low.
There was no sign of past channelization.
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Figure 187 Site qualitative habitat evaluation index scores within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
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4.8.3 Land Cover & Land Use
Overall, the predominant land

cover type within the % 1o 0%
subwatershed is developed lands X

(71%) (Figure 188). The

m Agriculture

m Bare Land
subwatershed includes portions
of Gary, Hobart, Lake Station, Developed
New Chicago, and Portage. There m Forest
are three combined sewer Grassland

overflows located on the West

Branch of the Little Calumet

River, west of Interstate 65, in 0

Gary. Based on Wetland

m Scrub/ Shrub
m Water

Table 76 includes information on

the percentage of land types

within each site’s drainage area. Figure 188 Percent land cover within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
Site 5 & 6 have identical
percentages of land cover types within their respective drainage areas since they are located within 1/2 —mile of
each other on Deep River. A majority of their drainage area is developed land. Most of the agricultural land that
drains to these sites is located within Site 7’s drainage area. Site 7 has the highest percentage of developed land in
its drainage area including portions of Hobart and Portage. There are also several fields near the site where produce
such as vegetables and blueberries are grown. Floodplain wetland and patches of upland forest border stretches of
Deep River between US Highway 6 and Site 5. An extensive area of wetland is located in the western portion of the

subwatershed south of Interstate 80/94.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
7 16.7 0.0 63.0 8.6 53 3.9 0.0 2.5
6 30.4 0.3 41.3 10.1 6.2 3.5 0.9 7.4
5 30.4 0.3 41.3 10.1 6.2 3.5 0.9 7.4

Table 76 Site percent land cover within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 77. There’s a relatively equal
contribution of human and natural land cover types within the Site 5 and 6’s riparian zones. Natural land cover is
slightly more prevalent, at 60%, in Site 7’s drainage area. Developed land accounts for a majority of the land cover.
Generally, the large reaches of Deep River is buffered from adjacent human uses by floodplain wetland which is
edged by upland forest in some areas along the river valley (Figure 174).

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
7 2.2 0.0 38.1 14.7 1.3 10.6 0.3 32.8
6 22.7 0.2 26.8 10.0 5.1 5.5 3.2 26.6
5 22.6 0.2 26.8 10.0 5.1 5.5 3.2 26.6

Table 77 Site percent riparian land cover within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
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There are no NPDES permitted industrial facilities or waste water treatment plants documented in the

subwatershed. The TMDL identified five Gary Sanitary District waste water treatment plant combined sewer

overflows in the subwatershed (Figure 189). Between 2009 and 2013 there were 260 combined sewer overflow

events.
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Figure 189 Land cover and land use within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
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Figure 190 shows an extensive amount of both hydric and highly/ potentially highly erodible soils within the

subwatershed. Many of the hydric soils along the West Branch of the Little Calumet River were drained when the
river was channelized sometime around the 1920’s. Two wide bands of highly erodible/ potentially highly erodible

soils run through the subwatershed. Many of these areas have been developed except for the agricultural land

around Site 7. This could explain in part the poor substrate quality observed at the site.

January 18, 2017
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Figure 190 Soils within the Little Calumet River Subwatershed
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4.9 Willow Creek-Burns Ditch Subwatershed (HUC 040400010509)

4.9.1 Overview

The Willow Creek-Burns Ditch subwatershed is located in the northern tier of the watershed. It drains
approximately 20.9 mi? of primarily developed (56%) and agricultural land (20%). Based on the monitoring
completed by IDEM, three stream segments have been identified as impaired. Known water quality problems

include low dissolved oxygen levels, impaired biotic communities, high E. coli levels.
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Figure 191 Impaired streams withing the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2 Water Quality

IDEM collected water quality data at three monitoring stations (Sites 1-3) within the subwatershed (Figure 191). Site
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1 was used to represent the subwatershed and to assess its contribution to the overall Deep River- Portage Burns
Waterway watershed.

4.9.2.1 Pathogens

Figure 192 shows that recreational use of the subwatershed’s streams is threatened by elevated pathogen levels. All

sites regularly violate the E. coli single sample water quality standard with median concentrations exceeding 235
CFU/100 mL. Sites 2 and 3, located on Willow Creek, had much higher E. coli levels than observed at Site 1 on the
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Little Calumet River. There is a slight decrease in E. coli concentrations moving downstream from Site 3 to Site 2.
Exceedances occurred across dry to high flow stream conditions indicating inputs from point and nonpoint sources.
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Figure 192 Box plot illustrating E. coli concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2

.2 Fish

An assessment of fish community structure shows that Sites 1-3 are not supporting of their Aquatic Life Use

designation. The individual metrics used to evaluate the fish communities revealed that species sensitive to
pollution and habitat degradation were lacking. Metric scores that evaluated trophic structure, the position the fish
occupies in the food chain (ex. carnivore or insectivore), indicated environmental degradation at Sites 1- 2 and to

some degree at Site 3.

Site | IBI Score | Aquatic Life Use Integrity Class | Attributes
Support

3 30 Not Supporting Poor Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

2 12 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

1 16 Not Supporting Very Poor Few species and individuals present, tolerant
species dominant

Table 78 Site fish index of biotic integrity scores within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2.3 Macroinvertebrates
An assessment of macroinvertebrate community structure showed that Sites 2-3 are not supporting of their Aquatic
Life Use designation. While Site 1 was found to be fully supporting, it only received a “fair” integrity class rating. All
sites were dominated by macroinvertebrates that are tolerant of pollution and habitat degradation. Metric scores
that evaluated trophic structure indicated some degree of environmental degradation as well.

Site

mlBI
Score

Aquatic Life Use
Support

Integrity Class

Attributes
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3 26 Not Supporting Poor Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

2 22 Not Supporting Poor Intolerant and sensitive species absent, skewed
trophic structure

1 36 Fully Supporting Fair Many expected species absent or rare, tolerant
species dominant

Table 79 Site macroivertebrate index of biotic integrity scores within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2.4 Water Temperature

None of the stream temperatures observed in the subwatershed exceeded the state water quality standard
maximum limit for any month. The average summer water temperatures, typically the most stressful period for
aquatic organisms, ranged from 17-23°C, (63-73°F). Water temperatures on Willow Creek tended to be cooler
downstream at Site 2 compared to Site 3 during much of the year.
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Figure 193 Box plot illustrating water temperatures within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2.5 Dissolved Oxygen
Figure 194 shows that site dissolved oxygen concentrations typically met the state water quality standard with
median values between 4 to 12 mg/L. Concentrations above 12 mg/L at Sites 1 and 2 occurred during late fall and

early spring when water temperatures were cool. Site 1 had a single observation below 4 mg/L during the summer.
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Figure 194 Box plot illustrating dissolved oxygen concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2.6 Total Organic Carbon

Figure 195 generally shows an inverse trend to that observed for dissolved oxygen concentrations in the figure
above. This is a good indication that organic material loading and subsequent decomposition is at least partially
driving some of the dissolved oxygen issues observed at Site 1.
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Figure 195 Box plot illustrating TOC concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed
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4.9.2.7 Nutrients

Figure 196 shows that none of the sites exceeded the 0.3 mg/L total phosphorus threshold. Site 1 had the highest
median total phosphorus concentration which exceeded the 0.07 mg/L threshold. The median concentration at Sites
2 and 3 fell below the 0.07 mg/L threshold. There was a slight decrease in median concentrations from upstream at
Site 3 to downstream at Site 2. Seasonally, total phosphorus concentrations were highest during the summer for
Sites 2 and 3. However, statistically there was no significant difference observed across seasons.
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Figure 196 Box plot illustrating total phosphorus concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

Figure 197 shows that none of the sites exceeded the 10 mg/L nitrate threshold. However, Sites 2 and 3 had median
concentration above the 1.09 mg/L threshold. The figure shows a decreasing trend in nitrate concentrations from
Site 3 downstream to Site 2.
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Figure 197 Box plot illustrating nitrate concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

Figure 198 shows that all site median total Kjeldahl nitrogen concentrations fell between the 1.27 and 0.4 mg/L
thresholds. Site 1 consistently had the highest concentrations observed during the study period.
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Figure 198 Box plot illustrating total Kjeldahl nitrogren concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

Figure 199 shows that none of the sites exceeded the maximum ammonia threshold of 0.21 mg/L. However Sites 1
and 3 have median concentrations above 0.03 mg/L threshold. Ammonia concentrations at Site 2 were typically
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below laboratory detection limits. The maximum concentrations observed were 0.17 mg/L at Site 1, 0.20 mg/L at
Site 2, and 0.16 mg/L at Site 3.
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Figure 199 Box plot illustrating ammonia concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2.8 Suspended Sediment & Turbidity
Figure 200 shows that site median total suspended solids concentrations fell below the 30 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 200 Box plot illustrating total suspended solids concentrations within the Willow Creek Subwatershed
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Figure 201 shows similar site trends in turbidity levels to those observed for total suspended solids above. Median
turbidity levels at Site 1 exceeded the 10.4 mg/L threshold.
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Figure 201 Box plot illustrating turbdity levels within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

4.9.2.9 Habitat

Figure 202 shows that Site 1 on Burns Ditch and Site 3 on Willow Creek generally do not possess habitat quality
conducive of supporting a healthy warm water fishery (QHEI <51). The major habitat limitation at these sites include
poor channel morphology and instream cover as well as relatively poor substrate quality. The habitat evaluation
forms showed both of these stream reaches had been channelized in the past but were beginning to show some
level of recovery. Upstream and downstream site photos at each site show the typical trapezoidal channel cross-
section associated with drainage improvement. Channel stability was documented as moderate to low respectively.
Substrates at Site 1 were primarily characterized as sand with strong inclusions of muck and silt. Silt cover and
embeddedness were moderate. Substrates at Site 3 were characterized as sand with normal silt cover and
embeddedness. Habitat complexity was low at each site and the amount of cover was sparse.

While Site 2 was found to have habitat quality that is generally conducive to supporting a healthy warm water
fishery, the stream reach may be atypical in the Willow Creek system. Fish and macroinvertebrate assessments
indicate that the reach is biologically impaired. The number of species and individuals collected were some of the
lowest in the entire watershed. There does not appear to be a clear link between the biotic impairment and water
quality. An inquiry to the DNR about any reported or documented fish kills came back negative which helped
eliminate an episodic event. Further investigation points more towards a biotic response to a habitat stressor. Site
visits conducted with City of Portage staff upstream and downstream of Site 2 showed areas of channel instability
(slumping banks, unvegetated mid-channel and side bars, and leaning trees) and limited to no access to floodplain.
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Figure 202 Site qualitative habitat evaluation index scores within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

The poor habitat quality is symptomatic of the waterways being excavated into existence or modified to improve
drainage. Site 1 located on Burns Ditch is maintained as a county legal drain as are two of the tributaries to Willow
Creek (Figure 204). Willow Creek is not a county legal drain, however, the City of Portage maintains it to improve
drainage.

4.9.3 Land Use & Land Cover
Overall, the predominant land cover type
within the subwatershed is developed
lands (56%) followed distantly by
agriculture (20%) (Figure 203). Portions

m Agriculture

) ) m Bare Land
of Gary, Lake Station, New Chicago, and
Portage are located within the 0% Developed
subwatershed. Almost the entirety of ® Forest
Willow Creek’s drainage area is located m Grassland
within Portage. There is one combined
g ) m Scrub/ Shrub

sewer overflow located on a ditch that

m Water

feeds into the Little Calumet River in
Gary. Most of the urbanized areas within 56% Wetland
the subwatershed are sewered.

Table 80 includes land cover information
for each site’s drainage area. Site 1 has
nearly an equal mix of agricultural and

Figure 203 Percent land cover within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

developed land within its drainage area. Most of its agricultural land lies directly adjacent to the Little Calumet River
between Interstate 80-94 and Interstate 90. Site 2 and 3’s drainage areas are primarily developed except for the
southernmost extent which is agricultural. No substantial natural cover is apparent along the Little Calumet River
buffering it from adjacent land uses, however patches of forest and scrub/shrub habitat can be observed along
portions of Willow Creek (Figure 204).
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Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
3 46.7 0.0 454 1.8 2.5 1.8 0.2 1.6
2 29.3 0.0 56.4 6.2 1.7 3.1 0.1 31
1 28.5 0.3 43.8 9.5 5.9 3.5 0.9 7.7

Table 80 Site percent land cover within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

Riparian land cover information for each site’s drainage area is provided in Table 81. There’s a relatively equal
contribution of human and natural land cover types within Site 1 and 3’s riparian zones. The riparian zone in Site 2’s

drainage area is predominately developed with agriculture making a very small contribution.

Site % % % % % % % %
Agriculture | Bare Developed | Forest | Grassland | Scrub/ | Water | Wetland
Land Shrub
3 22.4 0.2 27.6 9.8 4.9 5.7 3.1 26.2
2 1.6 0.0 56.6 15.0 33 12.7 0.3 10.5
1 22.4 0.2 27.6 9.8 4.9 5.7 3.1 26.2

Table 81 Site percent riparian land cover within the Willow Creek Subwatershed

The TMDL identifies six NPDES industrial facilities that discharge to a waterway in the subwatershed. See TMDL for
facility locations map). The TMDL does not reference any permit violations for these facilities over the five year
period between 2010 and 2014. The Portage WWTP and a SSO outfall are located on Burns Ditch downstream of
Site 1 (Figure 204). The TMDL documents four inspections occurred between 2010 and 2013. Violations were

observed in 2013.
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Figure 204 Land cover and land use within the Willow Creek Subwatershed
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Figure 205 shows an extensive amount of both hydric and highly/ potentially highly erodible soils within the
subwatershed. Most of the wetlands that these hydric soils developed in along the Little Calumet River were
drained sometime around the 1920’s when the river was channelized. Today many of these soils are either in

agricultural production or have been developed on. The soils classified as highly erodible/ potentially highly erodible

have also been developed on to a large extent except for the agricultural lands south of US Highway 6.

January 18, 2017
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Figure 205 Soils within the Willow Creek Subwatershed
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