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ABouTt NIRPC

The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) serves Lake,
Porter and LaPorte Counties in Northwest Indiana as a council of local govern-
ments that provides a forum for Northwest Indiana’s elected officials to address
regional issues relating to transportation, the environment, and community and
economic development.

NIRPC also functions as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for
Northwest Indiana, working with federal and state departments of transporta-
tion, local transit operators, and various stakeholders and residents to plan for,
prioritize, and fund regional transportation projects.

CREATING
LIVABLE
COMMUNITIES

A Report by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
2013

www.nirpc.org

Requests for alternate formats, please contact NIRPC at (219) 763-6060 or at nirpc@nirpc.org.
Individuals with hearing impairments may contact us through the Indi-ana Relay 711 service by
calling 711 or (800) 743-3333.

The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) prohibits discrimination in all its pro-
grams and activities on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, marital
status, familial status, parental status, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal,
or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.
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Design Parameters for Walkable Urban Thoroughfares- Urban Center/ Urban Core

Metro Center
Residential

Current Conditions

Context

Building Orientation (entrance orientation) front front front front front front
Maximum Setback [2] 10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft. 0 ft. 0 ft. 0 ft.
Off-Street Parking Access/lLocation rear rear rear, side rear rear rear, side
Streetside

Recommended Streetside Width [3] 12-21.5 ft. 12-19.5 ft. 12-16ft. 12-21.5ft. 12-19.5ft. 12-16 ft.
Minimum sidewalk (throughway) width 10 ft. 9 ft. 6 ft. 10 ft. 9 ft. 6 ft.

Pedestrian Buffers (planting strip exclusive of
travel way width) [3]

7 ft. tree well

6 ft. tree well

6 ft. tree well

7 ft. tree well

6 ft. tree well

6 ft. tree well

Street Lighting

For all thoroughfares in all context zones, intersection safety lighting, basic street lighting, and pedestrian-scaled
lighting is recommended. See Chapter 8 (Streetside Design Guidelines) and Chapter 10 (Intersection Design Guidelines).

Traveled Way

Target Speed (mph) 25-35 25-30 25 25-35 25-30 [4] 25
Number of Through Lanes [5] 416 2—4 2—-4 4—6 2-4 2-4
Lane Width [6] 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft.
Parallel On-Street Parking Width [7] 7 ft. 7 ft. 7 ft. 8 ft. 8 ft. 7-8 ft.
Min. Combined Parking/Bike Lane Width 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft.
Horizontal Radius (per AASHTO) [8] 200-510 ft. 200-330 ft. 200 ft. 200-510 ft. 200-330 ft. 200 ft.
Vertical Alignment

Medians [9] 4-18 ft. Qptional 4-16 ft. Nane 4-18 ft. Optional 4-18 ft. None
Bike Lanes (min./preferred width) 5ft./6ft. 5ft./6ft. 5ft. / 6 ft. 5ft. /6 ft. 5ft. /6 ft. 5ft. /6 ft.
Access Management [10] Moderate Low— Moderate Low— Moderate High Low— Moderate |Low— Maoderate
Typical Traffic Volume Range (ADT) [11] 15,000-30,000 1,500— 20,000 500-5,000 15,000- 40,000 1,500- 30,000 1,000- 15,000
Intersections

Roundabout [12]

Consider urban single—lane roundabouts at intersections on avenues with less than 20,000 entering vehicles per day,
and urban double—lane roundabouts at intersections on boulevards and avenues with less than 40,000 entering

vehicles per day.

Curb Return Radii/Curb Extensions and Other
Design Elements

This table was developed based the CSS report "Designing Waikable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive Approach: An ITE Recommended Practice - 2010 "




Design Parameters for Walkable Urban Thoroughfares

Large Urban Center

i3t Residential
Boulevard Avenue Street Boulevard Avenue m
Context
Building Orientation (entrance
. g_ ( front front front front front front
orientation)
Maximum Setback [2] 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. 0 ft. o ft. 0 ft.
Off-Street Parking Access/Location rear rear, side rear, side rear, side rear, side rear, side
Streetside
Recommended Streetside Width [3] 9-18.5 ft. 9-15.5 ft. 9-13.5 ft. 12-19 ft. 12-16 ft. 12-16 ft.
Mini id Ik (th h
-|n|mum sidewalk [throughway) 8 ft. 6 ft. 6 ft. 8ft. 6 ft. 6 ft.
width
Pedestrian Buffers (planting stri
(p € strip 8 ft. planting strip | & ft. planting strip | 6 ft. planting strip | 7 ft. tree well 6 ft. tree well 6 ft. tree well

exclusive of travel way width) [3]

Street Lighting

For all thoroughfares in all context zones, intersection safety lighting, basic street lighting, and pedestrian-scaled
lighting is recommended. See Chapter 8 (Streetside Design Guidelines) and Chapter 10 {Intersection Design

Guidelines).
Traveled Way
Target Speed (mph) 25-35 25-30 25 25-35 25-30[4] 25
Number of Through Lanes [5] 4-6 2—4 2 4—6 2—4 2—4
Lane Width [6] 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-12 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft.
Parallel On-Street Parking Width [7] 7 ft. 7 ft. 7 ft. 8’ 7-8 ft. 7-8 ft.
Min. Combined Parking/Bike Lane 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft.
Width
Horizontal Radius (per AASHTO) [8] 200-510 ft. 200330 ft. 200 ft. 200-510 ft. 200330 ft. 200 ft.
Vertical Alignment
Medians [9] 4-18 ft. Optional 4-16 ft. None 4-18 ft. Optional 4-18 ft. None
Bike Lanes (min./preferred width) 5 ft./6 ft. 5 ft. / 6 ft. 5 ft. / 6 ft. 5 ft. / 6 ft. 5 ft. / 6 ft. 5 ft. / 6 ft.
Access Management [10] Moderate Low Low High Low— Moderate | Low— Moderate
Typical Traffic Volume Range (ADT) 10,000— 35,000 1,500— 20,000 500-5,000 15,000- 50,000 | 1,500-30,000 | 1,000~ 15,000

[11]

Intersections

Roundabout [12]

Consider urban single-lane roundabouts at intersections on avenues with less than 20,000 entering vehicles per day,
and urban double—lane roundabouts at intersections on boulevards and avenues with less than 40,000 entering

vehicles per day.

This table was developed based the CSS report "Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughjfares: A Context Sensitive Approach: An ITE Recommended Proctice - 2010 "



Design Parameters for Walkable Urban Thoroughfares

Current Conditions

Mediem Center/Suburban

Residential Commerdal

Boulevard Avenue Street Boulevard Street

Context

Building Orientation (entrance orientation) front, side front, side front, side front, side front, side front, side
Maximum Setback [2] 20 ft. 20 ft. 20 ft. 5 ft. 5ft, 5 ft.
Off-Street Parking Access/Location rear, side rear, side rear, side rear, side rear, side rear, side
Streetside

Recommended Streetside Width [3] 9-16.5 ft. 9-15.5 ft. 9-12.5 ft. 12-16 ft. 12-16 ft. 12-15 ft,
Minimum sidewalk {throughway) width 6 ft. 6 ft. 6 ft. 6 ft. 6 ft. 6 ft.

Pedestrian Buffers {planting strip exclusive of
travel way width) [3]

& ft. planting strig6—8 ft. planting stri|5 ft. planting stri 7 ft. tree well |6 ft. tree well |6 ft. tree well

Street Lighting

For all thoroughfares in all context zones, intersection safety lighting, basic street lighting, and pedestrian-
scaled lighting is recommended. See Chapter 8 (Streetside Design Guidelines) and Chapter 10 {Intersection
Design Guidelines).

Traveled Way
Target Speed (mph) 25-35 25-30 25 25-35 25-35 25
Number of Through Lanes [5] 4-6 2-4 2 4-6 2—4 2
Lane Width [6] 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-12 ft. 10-11 ft. 10-11 ft.
Parallel On-Street Parking Width [7] 7 ft. 7 ft. 7 ft. 8 ft. 7-8 ft. 7-8 ft.
Min. Combined Parking/Bike Lane Width 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft. 13 ft.
Horizontal Radius {per AASHTO) [8] 200-510 ft. 200-330 ft. 200 ft. 200-510 ft. 200-510 ft. 200 ft.
Vertical Alignment
Medians [9] 4-18 ft. Optional 4-16 ft. [None 4-18 ft. Optional 4-18 f{None
Bike Lanes (min./preferred width) 5 ft./6 ft. 5 ft./6 ft. 5 ft./6 ft. 5 ft./6 ft. 5 ft./6 ft. 5ft./6 ft.
Access Management [10] Moderate Low Low High Moderate Low
Typical Traffic Volume Range (ADT) [11] 20,000- 35,000 [1,500-25,000 500-5,000 20,000~ 50,000 |1,500- 35,000 |1,000- 10,000
Intersections
Consider urban single—lane roundabouts at intersections on avenues with less than 20,000 entering
Roundabout [12] . . . .
vehicles per day, and urban double—lane roundabouts at intersections on boulevards and avenues with less
Curb Return Radii/Curb Extensions and Other
Design Elements

This table was developed based the CSS report " Designing Walkable Urbon Theroughfares: A Context Sensitive Approach: An ITE Recommended Practice - 2010"
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RESOLUTION 13-23

A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING
COMMISSION ADOPTION OF THE DEFINED LIVABLE CENTERS BOUNDARY MAP FOR
NORTHWEST INDIANA

WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred to as “The
Commission”, being designated the Metropolitan Planning Organization and Council of Governments for
the Lake, Porter and La Porte County Region, has committed to implementing the 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan which addresses the areas of Transportation, Land Use, Environmental Management,
Economic Development and Environmental Justice planning; and

WHEREAS, integrating land use and transportation planning with economic development,
environmental and social equity considerations, the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan provides a
framework for how the three-county region can develop in the next generation, and is a tool to guide our
actions and direct our resources to achieve our vision of a vibrant, revitalized, accessible and united
region; and

WHEREAS, the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan includes a goal of encouraging livable urban,
suburban and rural centers and revitalizing the urban core and concentrating growth and employment
within existing communities; and

WHEREAS, the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan has identified the development of Livable Centers
within the Growth and Infill areas as fundamental in achieving the implementation of the preferred
regional strategy; and

WHEREAS, Livable Centers support existing communities and attract public investment to encourage a
sustainable pattern of population and employment growth that maximizes the use of areas already served
by roads and utilities; and

WHEREAS, Livable Centers are compact and support a vibrant mix of uses within a concentrated,
accessible area; and

WHEREAS, Livable Centers are walkable and promote non-motorized opportunities for pedestrians and
bicyclists and provide convenient and safe alternatives to driving for local trips; and

WHEREAS, NIRPC initiated a new program to define Livable Centers boundaries with the 41
communities in Northwest Indiana. These boundaries are based upon block size, residential density,
employment density, transit stations and stops, roadway density and connectivity, land use and the
communities’ current and future plans; and

WHEREAS, NIRPC also developed a new funding program called Creating Livable Communities
(CLC). The program will support community-based transportation/land use projects that bring vitality to
downtown areas, neighborhoods, station areas, commercial cores, and transit corridors; and

WHEREAS, the CLC funding program will support projects that are guided by the principle of “place-
making” to ensure increased residential development, a mix of uses and connectivity in livable and
neighborhood centers that can serve each community’s need; and

WHEREAS, eligibility for applying and receiving CLC funding, planning projects must be within the
defined Livable Centers boundary map; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission hereby adopts the CLC Program and the defined Livable Centers Boundary Map for
Northwest Indiana.

Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission on this seventeenth day of
October, 2013.

e

David Ur:
Chairperson




- T _‘_”..u.-g‘:"vz,-—'-.
G Phall e




