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Five species of Asian carp now occur in the contiguous United States. These incude grass carp
{Ctengpharyngodon idella), comman carp (Cyprinus carpic), silver carp (Mypophthaimichthys
molotrix), bighead carp (H. nobiis) and black carp (Mylopharyngodon piceus). Comman carp,
Lrought to the United States fram Europe In 1831, were soon propagated and distributed
throughout waters of the Upper Mississippi River System (UMRS). Grass carp were imported
from eastern Agia in 1963 to control sub d
aguatle vegetatien in agquaculture ponds and
were first documented In the Mississippi River
along Ilinois in 1971, Silver carp and bighead
carp were imported frem China in 1973 ta
improve water quality of aquaculture ponds
{initlally In Arkansas). These species have
invaded our Midwestern rivers, through pand Whizc onein
escapemeant or by deliberate introductions and
were first documented in the UMRS as early as
1982, Repreducing populations of these four
spedies are now presant in the UMRS. Presently
black carp, which are mollusk eaters, anly exist
in aguaculture ponds of Arkansas and
Mississippl.

LTRMP documents the spread of Asian Carp
Since initiating fish community sampling in
1590, the Long Term Rescurce Monitoring
Program (LTRMP] has been collecting Asian carp
from multiple aquatic habitats of six reaches of
the UMRS (Figure 1) and documenting changes
in abundance and size structure of these
potentially harmiful fishes, Common carp were
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29 species Poised to Invade Mississippi Via Canal
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Asian carp captured
as part of USGS
monitoring 1990 -
2000 on Upper
Mississippiand
Lower lllinois Rivers

(Koel, et al, 2000)
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Leading edge of the Bighead carp detection front (Jerde, et al, 2010)

lowa -
Nississippl L&D 12
Missesapei LD 18 A
Muawepd LAD 14 B oara
Messep LAD 13

o
Ll\ ” Pecda L&D

Als sourd

ISssssiop L&D %

Missasepl LED 20

Masssiop L3D 21

Meosupp LAD 22

Wamsgp LAD 24 o

Maissppr LAD 29
el Puce LAD




Leading edge of the Silver carp detection front (Jerde, et al, 2010)
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o1 L&D 13 Asian carp observed or captured
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