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Background



Why are trails popular?
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Potential Expansion  

westward to Ivanhoe 

South Nature Preserve
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- New York City

- 1.5 miles in length

- Approx. $260 million to complete through 

public and private funds

- Attracts four million visitors per year

- Tax revenues at $900 million per year

- Spike in real estate values

- Approx. $2 billion in new economic activity



3/4/2026 10

- Chicago

- 2.7 miles in length

- Approx. $95 million to complete through 

public and private funds

- Attracts two million visitors per year

- Home prices at west end have soared 

344% since opening in 2012 (DePaul)

- Six-month ban on teardowns this Jan to 

curb gentrification 
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Site Visits





3/4/2026 18



3/4/2026 19





3/4/2026 21



3/4/2026 22



3/4/2026 23



3/4/2026 24



3/4/2026 25





3/4/2026 27



3/4/2026 28



3/4/2026 29



3/4/2026 30



3/4/2026 31



3/4/2026 32





3/4/2026 34



3/4/2026 35



2023 Recreational Visits - 2,765,892





• NIRPC to provide planning as part of 
approved objective (UPWP)

• Purdue LA students supported by school 
program funds

• Additional consulting by SmithGroup with 
funds by either Friends of the MG, NIRPC or 
Legacy (Knight Foundation)

• Pursuit of Legacy/Knight funding for 
community engagement 
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Support…
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• Create design of revitalized elevated trail

• Detail community connections to trail 
(nodes)

• Envision adjacent land uses complimentary 
to trail (parks, plazas, streetscapes)

• Propose bridge revitalization ideas

• Provide conceptual images of project for 
use for marketing and fundraising 

• Wayfinding strategies 
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Deliverables…



• Core Team: Meet every other week to plan direction, strategy, 
follow through on initiatives and set schedule/agenda for all 
meetings 

• Project Team: meets monthly includes Core Team and 
additional primary agencies along length of trail 
boundaries.  Plans agendas for EDP Coalition meetings, 
assigned tasks to move EDP process forward, decision 
makers, negotiators with Railroad.

• Project Coalition: meets quarterly, 100+ people on mail list, 
representing residents, community orgs, government entities, 
utilities, university representatives, staff of project teams, and 
more.  Responsible for learning about and contributing to the 
process, messaging information back to their constituents, 
providing ideas, setting up meeting spaces.
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Gary ELevated Teams…
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• Complete Planning 

Document 

• Continue to open 

segments of trail 

2029

• Actively seek grants 

for engineering and 

construction of trail 

and community 

enhancements

• Secure grants

• Hire engineering 

firm to develop 

documents

2031/2032

2033/2034

2035 & Beyond

• Continued 

redevelopment of 

adjacent 

neighborhoods

• Transfer of Gary 

ELevated to NPS

• Hire consultant                   

for planning/feasibility 

document & 

commence work 

• Host rides on GaryEL

• Meetings to solidify 

stakeholders & 

community support

• Release of Purdue 

University Study

• Open part of trail for 

public use 

• Site tours 

• Bridge feasibility 

assessments

2026

2028

2030

2032

2027

• Gary ELevated 

completed 

• Finish engineering

• Commence 

construction on 

phase of project 

• Continued 

construction on 

phase of project

• Secure grants 



Thank You!

Mitch Barloga, AICP          

mbarloga@nirpc.org                        

219-254-2518

mailto:mbarloga@nirpc.org
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