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Existing Marquette
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New York City

1.5 miles in length

Approx. $260 million to complete through
public and private funds

Attracts four million visitors per year

Tax revenues at $900 million per year
Spike in real estate values

Approx. $2 billion in new economic activity




Chicago

2.7 miles in length

Approx. $95 million to complete through
public and private funds

Attracts two million visitors per year
Home prices at west end have soared
344% since opening in 2012 (DePaul)
Six-month ban on teardowns this Jan to

curb gentrification
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PUBLIC PARKS NEIGHBORHOOD

COMMERCIAL CENTERS
Public parks, such as those operated by Chicago Agricultural and community-managed sites Land and buildings appropriate for business uses,
Park District including Lindblom, Hermitage and include existing urban farms, vacant land including restaurants, markets, food education
Moran parks, as well as the proposed Englewood identified for at-grade and vertical agriculture facilities, retall, services and mixed-use buildings.
Nature Trail and at-grade access points. and community-managed spaces. Three main
activity hubs are identified at Damen, Racine and
Halsted.
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SMALL AND LOCAL

PRODUCTION

Land and buildings used for larger-scale business
operations including for-profit agriculture, food
processing and/or distribution, low-impact
manufacturing, artists studios, and small event

spaces.

Land and buildings used for housing, including
single-family homes, two-flats, townhouses and

multi-unit buildings.

MIXED-USE

DEVELOPMENT

Land and buildings appropriate for business uses,
including restaurants, markets, food education
facilities, retail, services and mixed-use buildings.
This central site is city-owned and will be
remediated.
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DEAN'S CHARRETTE #8

Downtown Gary

A Vision & Action Plan

Final Report

MAY 2025
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The University of Notre Dame
School of Architecture
Housing & Community Regeneration Initiative

Open land is ripe
for development

Heritage buildings

cue the architectural

character of the
S— ‘\ neighborhood

Existing structures
are strong anchors
for new growth

FIGURE 66: Aeral View of the Existing Site

The current Emerson site is primarily vacant or abandoned, with extensive open land and parking lots. The existing Emerson School shell (top left) and St.
Monica & Luke Church (bottom right) offer anchors for new developmenl.

Source: Google Farth

FIGURE 52: Street View of the Existing Site
City Methodist is currently a highly visible symbol of disinvestrment, and its adjacent alley is dangerous due to falling masonry.

New mixed-use buildings ™ 2% -
activate the public realm e

| around a central green




* NIRPC to provide planning as part of
approved objective (UPWP)

* Purdue LA students supported by school
program funds

* Additional consulting by SmithGroup with

funds by either Friends of the MG, NIRPC or
Legacy (Knight Foundation)

* Pursuit of Legacy/Knight funding for
community engagement
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ssmall seating areas like this offers visitors, employees, and students a quiet area to contemplate,
ch; or study. Immersive planting and relocated trees protect users from busy roads and parking.

himensis ‘Everiilo’
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- Quaking Gold Aspen_*

Step Inside!
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Deliverables...

* Create design of revitalized elevated tralil

* Detail community connections to trail
(nodes)

* Envision adjacent land uses complimentary S
to trail (parks, plazas, streetscapes) 2T

* Propose bridge revitalization ideas

* Provide conceptual images of project for
use for marketing and fundraising

* Wayfinding strategies
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Gary ELevated Teams...

* Core Team: Meet every other week to plan direction, strategy,

follow through on initiatives and set schedule/agenda for all
meetings

* Project Team: meets monthly includes Core Team and
additional primary agencies along length of trail
boundaries. Plans agendas for EDP Coalition meetings,
assigned tasks to move EDP process forward, decision
makers, negotiators with Railroad.

* Project Coalition: meets quarterly, 100+ people on mail list,
representing residents, community orgs, government entities,
utilities, university representatives, staff of project teams, and
more. Responsible for learning about and contributing to the
process, messaging information back to their constituents,
providing ideas, setting up meeting spaces.




2033/2034

* Gary ELevated
2031/2032 completed

* Finish engineering =
. e N
2029 Commence
construction on N e
* Actively seek grants phase of project T,
for engineering and 7

) construction of trail ; 2035 & Beyond
community support and community ! N J y

Release of Purdue ¥
enhancements J . ;

University Study ; 2032 Continued

Open part of trail for _ - Continued rzqevelopment of

public use ~ ~ ‘ construction on adjacent

Site tours / N ‘ phase of project neighborhoods
Bridge feasibility / ‘S . Secure grants Transfer of Gary
assessments 2028 ELevated to NPS
- ~ v V4 - Complete Planning 2030
Document

\ / . NORTHWESTERN .
« Continue to open « Secure grants inninna <A i A DD £=

\ p— REGIONAL
2027 segments of trail « Hire engineering T

Hire consultant firm to develop
for planning/feasibility documents RAILS TO

document & rﬂrails |
commence work conservancy
* Hostrides on GaryEL SMITHGROUP

GARY(7)EvaTED

* Meetings to solidify
stakeholders &
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