
Welcome to Our Listening Session



• Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission
• Created in 1965
• Council of Governments
• Metropolitan Planning 

Organization
• Covers Lake, Porter, and LaPorte 

Counties and their 41 municipalities

What is NIRPC?



What is in a Regional Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Plan?

• Policy 
Recommendations

• Signage 
Recommendations

• Safety 
Recommendations

• Regional Connections 
Opportunities



NIRPC has been working with 
communities on regional and 

community bikeway planning since the 
1970s



Rails-to-Trails concept took off in the 1980s







1994 Bikeways Plan



2005 Regional Pedestrian & Bicycle Plan



2010 Regional Pedestrian & Bicycle Plan

















“Greenways differ in their location and function, 
but overall a greenway network will protect 
natural and cultural resources, provide 
recreational opportunities, improve and sustain 
hydrological functions, and enhance the natural 
beauty and the quality of life in neighborhoods 
and communities.”

-NIRPC Greenways & Blueways Plan, 2007

What is a Greenway?







2040 Vision Map

Blue areas are floodplain or water resources. 
Green areas are prime farmland or forest.



2040 CRP – Green Infrastructure Network



2040 CRP – 2015 Update-
Green Infrastructure Vision 2.1







CONSERVATION

RECREATION

TRANSPORTATION



Conservation Recreation Transportation

•Wildlife habitat
•Brownfields
•Prairie 
•Floodplain protection
•Stormwater mgmt.
•Ag preservation 

•Riparian health
•Launch locations
•Fish habitat
•Waterflow
•Obstructions

Open Space Water Trails Surface Trails 
•Linear parks
•Abandoned RR
•Habitat connections
•Naturalized plantings
•Utility corridors
•Historical/Cultural Connections 
•Connecting communities 
•Mgmt & Operations
•Trail counts
•Wayfinding
•Inventory
•Priority Routes

•Policy development
•Safe Routes
•Traffic calming
•Roundabouts
•Crash data
•Bike parking
•Sidewalk connections 
•Bike and walk friendly              
communities 
•Community profiles 
•Urban Green Infrastructure 

Complete Streets



• Natural & passive 
recreational 
opportunities you 
enjoy

• Trails we might have 
missed

• Trails you might like to 
see

• Places that might need 
amenities

Mark Up Our Maps!



After Today:
By email: comments@nirpc.org

By telephone: (219)763-6060, ext. 160

By US Postal Service:
6100 Southport Rd.

Portage, Indiana 46368

How to Provide Comments
Comment cards are provided here today. 

All comments will be responded to in the public comment report.

mailto:comments@nirpc.org


Find NIRPC Online
www.nirpc.org

facebook.com/nirpcmpo

twitter.com/nirpc
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