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Background

 Carry over vision and major goals of NWI 2050+

4 LLZF o Maintain the horizon year of 2050
NWI -[E':=~$-E-; « Maintain organization of NWI 2050+
‘= ,’)““ﬂ'_;?’**"“ * Incorporate new data and public and stakeholder feedback
- P %:F"  Update all federal and regional performance measures and

indicators

 Update technical components of plan: socioeconomic
forecasts, financial plan, air quality conformity

* Focus on specific implementation actions including regionally
significant projects
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Draft Project Timeline

*Public engagement
strategy still in
development

Regional Profile and Assessment and Analysis Plan Recommendations Plan Preparation and Adoption
Performance
Regional Profile and Implementation Action Finalize Implementation Actions NWI 2050+ UPDATE
Performance Report Areas Assessment Link implementation to theme and Develop public comment draft
Existing Conditions and Internal and stakeholder goal area Public comment period
Performance Measures review of implementation Final Plan Development
actions Final Plan Adoption

Goals Synthesis and
Regional Plan Summary

Public Meetings and Engagement
Identify broad level priorities and potential
new implementation actions

Socioeconomic Forecast Financial Plan
Update population and Estimate available revenues
employment projections Demonstrate fiscal constraint

Transportation Investments
Establish investment priorities
Update project selection criteria
Solicit projects
Analyze projects
Develop project list
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Draft Project Timeline

*Public engagement
strategy still in
development

Regional Profile and
Performance

Regional Profile and
Performance Report

Existing Conditions and
Performance Measures

Goals Synthesis and
Regional Plan Summary

Finalizing

Assessment and Analysis Plan Recommendations Plan Preparation and Adoption
Implementation Action Finalize Implementation Actions NWI 2050+ UPDATE

Areas Assessment Link implementation to theme and Develop public comment draft
Internal and stakeholder goal area Public comment period

review of implementation Final Plan Development

actions Final Plan Adoption

Public Meetings and Engagement
Identify broad level priorities and potential
new implementation actions

Socioeconomic Forecast Financial Plan
Update population and Estimate available revenues
employment projections Demonstrate fiscal constraint

Transportation Investments
Establish investment priorities
Update project selection criteria
Solicit projects
Analyze projects
Develop project list
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*Public engagement

Draft Project Timeline srateg il
evelopment

Assessment and Analysis Plan Recommendations Plan Preparation and Adoption

Regional Profile and
Performance

NWI 2050+ UPDATE

Develop public comment draft
Public commentperiod

Final Plan Development

Final Plan Adoption

plementation Actions
mentation to theme and

Implementation Action Finalize
Areas Assessment Link imp
Internal and stakeholder goal aread
review of implementation
actions

Regional Profile and
Performance Report

Existing Conditions and
Performance Measures

Public Meetings and Engagement
Identify broad level priorities and potential
new implementation actions

Goals Synthesis and
Regional Plan Summary

Socioe@onomic Forecast Financial Plan
Update gopulation and Estimate available revenues

employment projections Demonstrate fiscal constraint

For review
and analysis

~

Transportation Investments

Establish investment priorities
Update project selection cri

Solicit projects
Analyze projects
Develop project list
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Demographics
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Age Distribution

Lake County, Indiana
e e e
— wnl e e

751079 years | 75 to 79 years |

T0t0 74 years - 70t 74 years

65 %o 69 yoars | 65 %0 69 years -|

60 20 64 yoars -| 60 10 64 yoars |

55 10 59 years -| 5510 59 yoars |

50 %0 54 years - 50 %0 34 years |

45 80 49 years -| 4% 10 49 yoars -|

40 to 44 years - £0 to 42 years -|

35 %0 39 yoars - 3510 39 years |

30 %0 34 years -} 3010 34 years |

2510 79 yoars | 25 15 29 years |

20 0 24 years | 20 t0 24 yoars |

1510 19 years - 1510 19 years -]
1010 14 years - 1010 14 years -}
5109 yoars -| 5109 yoars -|

Under 5 years -
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Demographic Transition Model
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AGED POPULATION

Retired

Dependents |
I

80-84 Age Groups

70-74 65+
65-69 | 15-64

5559 0-14 [N

Working Aged _|
Population |

Youthful
Dependents 59

Males % Females %

Demographic Transition Model
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Hammond L‘a Porte

Gary Portage

Merrillville Valparaiso

Population Densi
4 p ty

Rural
0 - 500 residents per mile

Low-Density
N 500 - 1,000 residents per sg. mile

10 . ¢ ) : _
I | Miles ; Mid-Density
: 1,000 - 5,000 residents per sg. mile

Urban
5,000 - 10,000 residents per sq. mile

Urban Core

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Age and Sex," . .
2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 25,000+ residents per sq. mile
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JMichigan City -

B

Hammond
L

q

L3

Valparaiso

Population Change 2014-2024

0 to 25% Increase

, 10 - Greater than
. 509
I ] Miles 50% Decrease 25 to 50% Increase

-25 to -50% Decrease -

0 to -25% Decrease
Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Age and Sex," ? New Census
2014 & 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. Designated Places

Greater than
50% Increase
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Northwest Indiana Population Change

10000

20000

30000

B Population 2024

40000 50000

W Population 2014

60000

70000

80000

Areas with the Most
Total Population Gains

1. St.John

(+15,456 people)

2. Crown Point
(+6,134 people)

3. Cedar Lake

(+3642 people)

Areas with the Most
Total Population Loss

1. Gary

(-11,052 people)

2. EastChicago

(-3365 people)

3. Hammond
(-2817 people)

Locations with the
Greatest Increase
in Percentage
of Population

Locations with the
Greatest Decrease
in Percentage of
Population

Population Population
Place Change (%) Place Change (%)

2014-2024 2014-2024
Hanna 116% Shelby -69%

Rolling

Winfield

60%

Prairie

-58%

St. John

46%

Kingsbury

-45%




‘sz'/ New Census Designated Places:

1.Boone Grove - 710 (people/sq. mile)

Duneland Beach

Michiana Shores

Long Beach Saugany
Michigan Lake

Town  City Trail Hudson
of Pinés Creek Rolling ~ -2k

2.Duneland Beach - 400 (people/sq. mile)

Witg Beverl;' Prairie
a Porter 7 . .
sty Gune 2heret 3.Lake Eliza - 1,002 (people/sqg. mile)
Hammond : gﬁi:, 5::2; Chesterton La Porte .
T LeteSrotzes Fish 4. Leroy — 385 (people/sqg. mile)

Hew illwell Lake
Highland Chicago gmh A Stillwe
Munster aYegan Westville Kingsbury
Griffit Hobart Wheeler Greek

DV2 | Commons. ya|paraiso Wellsboro Yingsford Heights
Schererville 2 St
Shorewood Forest oTTon ou

5.Malden - 194 (people/sq. mile)

St John Merrilnite S - X 6.Ross - 1,188 (people/sq. mile)
] (i’rg:: ak i H#na
e Econe S 7.Saugany Lake - 270 (people/sq. mile)
LaKe | ake Dalecarlia  Leroy Boone
Grove
Hotie Kouts — 8.South Center - 720 (people/sq. mile)
e Population Change 2014-2024
/\/ O.Stillwell - 22 (people/sq. mile)
0 to 25% Increase

zoe)
Schneider Shelby
a8

10 Greater than 10.Union Mills — 368 (people/sq. mile)

; 509
[ | Miles 50% Decrease 25 to 50% Increase

=oto-b0K Denrease - Greater than 11.Wellsboro - 1,874 (people/sqg. mile)

50% Increase

0 to -25% Decrease
Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Age and Sex," New Census
2014 & 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. Designated Places
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ﬂ Employment Density
0 - 500 workers per sq. mile

/ N - 500 - 1,000 workers per sq. mile
10 w@; — [
[ | Miles

R .;
- - 1,000 - 2,000 workers per sq. mile

- 2,000 - 5,000 workers per sg. mile

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Household Income," .
2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 5,000+ workers per sq. mile
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ﬂ Employment Density

0 - 500 workers per sg. mile

/ N - 500 - 1,000 workers per sqg. mile
10 \\-4_¢V|'
[ | Miles ’

RSN \:
- - 1,000 - 2,000 workers per sqg. mile

- 2,000 - 5,000 workers per sq. mile

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Household Income," ¢
2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 5,000+ workers per sq. mile
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qond

Gary

Poftage

Merrillville

Valparpiso

a

10

| Miles

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Age and Sex,"
2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

MicPNgan City Pl
gl
‘j—
L'a Pofte
'_I_—‘ - -
Population Density
Rural
0 - 500 residents per mile
Low-Density
X 500 - 1,000 residents per sqg. mile
Q’ Mid-Density
" 1,000 - 5,000 residents per sq. mile
Urban
5,000 - 10,000 residents per sq. mile
Urban Core

25,000+ residents per sqg. mile



NWI

Plan Update

) I
H
-
<] Employment Density
0 - 500 workers per sq. mile
\ . 1! k : i
/ 3 @,. - 500 - 1,000 workers per sqg. mile
A\/ [ | Miles v

- 1,000 - 2,000 workers per sq. mile

- 2,000 - 5,000 workers per sq. mile

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Household Income," .
2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 5,000+ workers per sq. mile
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Valparaiso

) Northwest Indiana Major
Employment Centers Over Time

- Major Employment Centers 2023

Major Employment Centers
NIRPC 2040 Plan

| U " A@ . NIRPC 2050 Plan Major Employment Centers
l | Miles

\ Minor Employment Area

Moderate Employment Area

- Major Employment Area

Data Source: NIRPC 2040 Plan, NIRPC NWI 2050 Plan, and Data Axle (2023).
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Percent Population Change
2014-2024

0 to -100% Decrease

0 to 25% Increase

| Miles

25 to 50% Increase

50 to 100% Increase

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Age and Sex,"

Greater than 100% Increase
2014 & 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. ¥
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Population Changes Similarly Follow Changes

to the Census Designhated Urban Areas

Urban Area Changes 2010-2020

2010 2020
- Chicago, IL-IN |:| Chicago, IL-IN
> i Michigan City-- Michigan City—
—TV aporie, - || tehigan b
D Valparaiso—-
Shorewood Forest, IN
Lakes of the

Four Seasons
Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), & NIRPC. Small Urban Area
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[ | Miles é

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Age and Sex,"
2014 & 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

La Porte

Percent Population Change
2014-2024

0 to -100% Decrease
0 to 25% Increase
25 to 50% Increase
50 to 100% Increase

Greater than 100% Increase
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Median Household Income
Less than $40,000
$40,000 - $80,000

@ " $80,000- $120,000

B 120,000 - $160,000

| Miles

B Viore than $160,000

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Household Income,"
2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. No Data Available
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Median Housing Value

Less than $100,000

\ $100,000 - $200,000

[ | Miles v - $300,000 - $400,000

[E):tti?n ii)eusl"ce: U.S. Census Bureau, "Median Value (Dollars)," 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year - More than $500,000




Land Use & Housing
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Land Cover- Developed Land

Performance Measure: Track developed land in the
last ten years.

To track new developments built within the urban area or in the
unincorporated

Data Source: National Land Cover
Database (NLCD).

2014-2024 % Change of Land Cover

0 o
26% 24% I Miles v
22%
18% DeveIOped* - Barren Land
14% Regional Land Cover 2024 OpehSpacs (Rock/SandClay)
0
10% Land Cover Types — = Developed, © Sshrub/Scrub
0 Open Water Low Intensity
- Deciduous Forest Grassland/
6% I Woody Wetlands - Developed, Herbaceous
Bl ceccenForest Medium Intensity Pasture/Hay
2% Emergent B
: - Herb: eveloped,
-2% B viced Forest WZL::S; e = High Intensity I cultivated Crops
-6%

* "Developed Open Space" in land cover classification (NLCD) includes areas with
less than 20% constructed materials and managed vegetation like lawns, parks,
golf courses, and cemeteries.

Open Water Developed Rock/ Open Agricultural
Sand/ Clay Space Land
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Developed Land Cover
G I'OWth Since 2014 :)NaLthS)(.)urce: National Land Cover Database

I Developed Land 2014
B Developed Land 2020
I Developed Land 2024

Total developed land in 10
years is about 13,000 acres
(20 square mile)
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Population Increase

Performance Measure: Population increases towards the

NWI 2050+ goal.

According to the NWI 2050+, the population yearly growth rate goal is a

0.55% .

Northwest Indiana Region Population Change Towards the

NWI 2050+ Yearly Increase Goal of 0.55%

792,000
791,000 0-5%
790,000
789,000
788,000
787,000
786,000
785,000
784,000

783,000

782,000

2021* 2022 2023 2024
* 2021 population estimate change is calculated as the differance from 2020 population

2025

0.3%

0.6%
0.6%
0.5%
0.5%
0.4%
0.4%
0.3%
0.3%
0.2%
0.2%
0.1%
0.1%
0.0%
-0.1%
-0.1%
-0.2%
-0.2%
-0.3%
-0.3%
-0.4%

10
[ —

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Occupancy Status,"
2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Residential Density

Very Low Density
0.0 - 0.5 housing units per acre

Low-Density

0.5 - 2 housing units per acre
Low-Medium Density

2 - 4 housing units per acre
Medium Density

4 - 8 housing units per acre

High Density
8 - 16 housing units per acre



NWI Housing Vacancy 2024

‘W’ 15.0% 13.0%
M 10.3% 9.8%
Plan Update 10.0%
6.0%
5.0%
|
Housing Changes 2014 - 2024
0.0%
Vacancy %
| B Lake County Porter County m LaPorte Countyt m NWI
Performance Measure: Housing increases towards the NWI
2050+ goal.
According to the 2050+, the housing yearly growth rate goal is a 4% .
14,000 7%
6%
12,000 6% A gl
RN L
10,000 5% =
) .
8,000 3% 4% P:&E;\ﬁ 7
6,000 3%
3% Housing Vacancy
0,
4,000 2% 2% — 0.0 - 0.5% Housing Units Vacant
2,000 1% . I:l 0.5 - 2% Housing Units Vacant
- 0 o
0% : — ﬁ& ) . .
Lake Co. Porter Co. LaPorte Co. =~ NWIRegion ’ — - ; \:I 2 - 4% Housing Units Vacant
mm 2020-2024 5,950 4,436 1,149 11,535 - 4 - 8% Housing Unit Vacant
—0p Change 3% 6% 2% 3%

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Occupancy Status,” - 8-16% Housing Units Vacant

2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.
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Agricultural & Open Space

Land Cover Change

Data Source: National Land Cover Database

2014 - 2024 (NLCD)
Performance Measure: Track loss of agricultural land and open space. B Loss oroven space
* Explore suburbanization and nonfarm developments in agricultural areas B Lo of Natursi Aveas
* Assess if open space and forest land have decreased g A~ I Loss of Agriculture

* Impact of Deforestation
» Affects diverse wildlife and habitats

* Influences drainage and soil erosion patterns

Land Cover Type Changed to Developed Land 2014- 2024

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands I 137
Woody Wetlands

Cultivated Crops

Pasture/Hay
Grassland/Herbaceous
Shrub/Scrub

Mixed Forest

Evergreen Forest

Deciduous Forest

Barren Land (Rock/Sand/Clay)
Open Water
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2000
1600
1200
800
400

-400

-800
-1200
-1600
-2000
-2400
-2800
-3200
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Performance Measure: Population changes in Main

Centers

* NWI residents living in “Main Centers” (denser downtowns and
community centers) will have better access to nearby

opportunities through increased mobility options while reducing
environmental impact.

Population Change in Main Center- 2014-2024
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Downtown=aPorte
Downtown Valparaiso

Population Change in Main Center Top-Down, 2014-2024

B Downtown Winfield
M Miller/Aetna
B Downtown Lake Station

Downtown Winfield Miller/Aetna B Downtown Crown Point

W South LaPorte
M Valpo University District

B Munster- Ridge and Calumet

Downtown Lake Station Downtown Crown Point
B Downtown Michigan City

B Downtown Burns Harbor

Downtown

. e . B North Valparaiso
Munster- Ridge and Calumet Michigan City

B South Crown Point

Chesterton-
Downtown Hobart-Mundell | Coffee Creek M Hobart-Mundell

South LaPorte e e

St. John-
Cedar South | US41and
Lake- | Hammond | 93rd

North ot B Cedar Lake- North Lakeshore
Lakeshore

B Chesterton- Coffee Creek

Valparaiso

. B E. Chicago- Sunny Side

Chicago-
Valpo University South Crown Sunny M South Hammond
District Point Side



Employment Change in Main Centers 2014-2024
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B South Hammond

® Winfield Downtown
B Miller/Aetna
m Valpo University District

South Hammond Winfield Downtown

Performance Measure: Employment changes in
Main Centers

m Hessville
* NWI workers in “Main Centers” will enjoy easier access to ® Ridge and Calumet
their workplaces and nearby opportunities, with more ® South LaPorte
transportation options, while reducing environmental impact.  REESEEE Valpo University District [Iiili = Downtown/East Hammond
® Downtown Lake Station
1400 Employment Change in Main Centers 2014-2024 = North Valparaiso
1200 Downtown Lake E. Chicago ® E. Chicago Downtown
1000 Station North Valparaiso Downtown ® |ndiana Harbor
800 : ® Downtown Griffith
Ridge and Calumet ® Downtown Michigan City
600 Woodmar/ E.Chicago- | Hobart-
. Purdue Cal | Sunny Side | Mundell ® Woodmar/ Purdue Cal
400 Indiana £ chi .
mE. -
200 Harbor bownto | North Chicago-Sunny Side
DOE\;V“tOWH T EICEE  m Hobart-Mundell
0 urns ay...
Harbor Portage : ® Downtown Burns Harbor
_200Umgg:cgﬁ:g*—'hgacm*‘*—:’hca‘fahw‘c}got“-g a
SEE523E08 5882552288832 8055823525ED S LalPent = North Lakeshore
400 ES 8885635858358 28tE5"2:2c83%5S3 BOWRONN wn...
§22_-92cS3¢:065528%25c08Ec8y $0c38z27¢2 Griffith N—. m Coffee Creek
600 IF S8S3SE-SETE0 5888 £5TF 58588 : % :
ST 8:2LE8Es583F g5SE £: £ BZ:t3gs £ % Lakeshore | US4t
- 3 203ETZz538" 0 §258¢ 88e¢ & £g8303 =2 5 and...
800 » 28 o = ¢ 20AQ¥ 50 O ¥£8 § S) St
£E5° 8 @ d o < 538 = =z Downtown
ey R 5 £ < oe Downtown/East Michigan | Coffee Central
= (ucjw O Hammond City Creek Trail...
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Income-Based Housing Cost

Performance Measure: Percent of Households Burdened by
Housing Costs (>30% of household income spent on housing)

* Approximately 26.5% of homeowners with mortgages in Indiana
spend 30% or more of their household income on housing costs.
About half of lower-income households spend more than 30% of their
income on food due to supply shortages and rising prices.

' Median Household Income

Indiana State Lake County Porter County LaPorte County
26.5% 21% 299 21% | Less than $40,000
$40,000 - $80,000
Homeowners pay more that 30% of their income in mortgage payments < B 550,000 - $120,000
B $220.000 - $160,000
Indiana State Lake County Porter County LaPorte County
- More than $160,000
479’ 510/ 490/ 450/ Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Household Income,”
0 0 0 0 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. No Data Available
Renter more th % of their income in ren . . . . . :
enters pay more that 30% of their income in rent The lack of multifamily developments in Northwest Indiana is problematic, as

there is little available inventory in the rent ranges that are in demand.



NwWI “. | | 27000 7,100 2024 Porter County Housing
A

Northwest Indiana continued to face an
W : : : - 25,000 Supply/ Demand
‘ ' income-based housing shortage, with a deficit 23,000 .
estimated at over 25,652 units. 21,000
Plan Update 19.000 17,608
15,000 .
13,000
11,000 ® 11,966
. e e |
: 1,005
Housing Supply & Demand
3,000 ’ 28
P f M . H - k d d 1,000 ! - 2.852 T T T T ‘
erformance Measure: Housing Stock vs. deman :;’888 INC(<)$N%E5,F§)00 $25,ooo-ﬂ9,ooo $50,000- $74,999$75,000- $99,999\  $100,000- > $200,000*
ags . ’ W
(affordability-based prices) 5,000 i 3,407 $199,000
-7,000 785 e Number of Rental Units
oy . . . . _9’000
Supply an_d affordalp|l|ty are problematic in NWI, as there is Iltt!e 11000 m # of Owners Units
available inventory in affordable rent ranges in demand. The high cost ]gggg e Total # of Households In income group 4612
of single-family homes has driven interest in smaller housing options. -17.000 — =—Housing Demand/ Supply ﬁ ’
70,000 . 20,000 .
65,000 4,138 — 2024 Lake County Housing 15,000 s st 2024 LaPorte County Housing
oo 14,108 Supply/ Demand 16,000 i ’ Supply/ Demand
oo
40:000 12,000 4,716 e 11,224
35,000 10,000 8,862 10,022
20,000 6,000 076,661 093 Lv 6,606
15,000
) 4,000
10,000 1,943 ’ 646 2,660
11,585 5 000 —— 5567 TP Y%
5,000 1689 | 354 ) 1, 88
— ] _— 389
° ' ' 144 ' INCOMERANGE o9 '
1'3 888 oS $25,000-$49,000  $50,000 to $75,00 $100,000 to > $200,000 2000 <$25,00 $25,000-  $50,000to  $75,00Qto  $100,000 to 1,053
-10, 49,000 74,999 99,99 200,000
-15,000 Number of Rens’czzl‘lai?ts . 200008 -13,864 -4,000 -4,365 ® ’ ° ’
22888 = ! of Owners Units -6,000 mmmm Number of Rental Units
_30'000 Total # of Households In income group -8,000 # of Owners Units
-35,000 ==o=Housing Demand/ Supply -10,000 e—Total # of Households In income group -9,071

-40,000 @ Household Income Range -38,285 —e— Housing Demand/ Supply
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Middile Housing Development

Performance Measure: Track the middle housing
development in the last 10 years.

*  NWI 2050+ states that single-family housing makes up 85%. We
need to promote missing-middle housing and create new land-use
categories for higher densities and smaller buildings in walkable

areas.
Housing Permits- 2013-2023 per County
Single- family vs. Middle Housing
30,000 28,218 50%
27,000
24,000 40%
21,000
18,000 30%
15,000 12,586 ®.25%
12,000 20%
10%
9,000
6,000 3,939 10%
0,
3,000 1,263 7%

— 2,061

0 0%

Lake County Total LaPorte County Total Permits Porter County Total Permits

. Single-Family Middle Housing  ==@==9% of Middle Housing

Duplex: Stacked

Live-Work:

Tnplex: Stacked

69% oo PERCENTAGE OF MIDDLE HOUSING* HOUSING PERMITS 2003-
2023

Topr 25 COMMINITIES* IN NORTHWEST INDIANA

*Middle housing ranges from 2 units to 5+ units
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