Environmental Management Policy Committee
Lake Michigan Room
https://www.youtube.com/live/JOxXk72Cpq4?si=G414HrGeSTvouUtL
November 7, 2024
Minutes

Bill Emerson called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegjance.

Bill Emerson, Susan MiHalo, Nancy Moldenhauer, Thomas Black, Megan Bolyard, Jenny Orsburn
(DNR), Lori Hunt, Kay Nelson (Forum), Reggie Korthals (MS4), and Ryan Lisek (DCI) were in
attendance.

NIRPC staff present were Kathy Luther, Tom Vander Woude, Grace Benninger, Jen Birchfield,
Meredith Stilwell, and Flor Baum.

The meeting minutes of August 1, 2024, were approved on motion by Reggie Korthals and second by
Thomas Black.

Public Comments
No public comments were submitted.

Lake Michigan Coastal Program (LMCP) 309 Enhancement Plan
Jenny Orsburn spoke on the LMCP 309 Enhancement Plan (309EP). The Coastal Zone Enhancement

Program encourages state and territorial coastal management programs to strengthen and improve
their federally approved coastal management programs in one or more of nine areas: wetlands,
coastal hazards, public access, marine debris, cumulative & secondary impacts, special area
management plans, great lakes resources, energy & government facility siting, and aquaculture. The
feds or the state does not mandate the 309 EP. The voluntary process happens every five years,
and it starts with self-assessment, followed by one to two phases that determine problems and
enhancement opportunities to assess the effectiveness of existing management efforts. Strategies
are explored, and a plan is set for 2026 - 2030. The timeline was discussed. The draft assessment
and strategies is slated to be submitted by late November 2024, and the Office of Coastal
Management (OCM) will provide comments on the draft in March 2026. The final assessment and
strategies are due by May 2026. By August 2026, the OCM is slated to approve the final
assessment and strategies. The LMCP will begin carrying out FY26-30 strategies in August 2026 as
well. The committee discussed program enhancement areas and agreed on the top three areas of
concern:

1. Wetlands: Stressors include not enough education about the law and the impact of less
protection for the wetlands. Opportunities for developers can pay DNR for the restoration of
wetlands.

2. Public Access: Public access faces several stressors, primarily development, environmental
degradation, and social inequities. Opportunities include recreation, tourism, economic
development, and environmental stewardship.

3. Coastal Hazards: Stressors involve coastal development. Opportunities include learning and
understanding shoreline armoring and stabilization.

NIRPC Fall Notice of Funding Opportunity
Charles Bradsky presented on the NOFA Environment Applications. Due to inflation and the Census
track redistributing the Urbanized Area, there is less federal funding in this call for projects. It was


https://www.youtube.com/live/JOxXk72Cpq4?si=G4l4HrGeSTvouUtL

noted that despite the lower amount of federal funding, there is still Air Quality funding that needs to
be programmed. A working group will be formed to review the environmental applications. For more
information, contact Charles at cbrandsky@nirpc.org.

Announcements
Announcements were made.

Reports from Planning Partners
For more information on events and programs with Drive Clean Indiana, please visit
https://drivecleanindiana.org/.

The next Environment Committee meeting is slated for February 6, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. in the NIRPC
offices.

Hearing no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.
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