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Vomit and Diarrhea Cleanup Procedure
Overview
Food establishments are required to have a written plan for cleaning up vomit and diarrhea. Being prepared and properly trained helps ensure the area is cleaned quickly and correctly, reducing the spread of illnesses like norovirus.

Cleanup Kit Supplies
Make sure you have the following items ready:
· Paper towels and spray bottles 
· Disinfectant and sanitizing solution 
· Absorbent powder or solidifier 
· Mop with disposable heads and a mop bucket 
· Safety cones or signs 
· Protective gear: gloves, masks, eye protection, aprons 
· Disposable bags and scrapers/shovels 

Before Cleaning (ABC Method)
· Ask people within 25 feet to leave the area and wash their hands. 
· Block off the area and throw away any exposed food or single-use items nearby. 
· Clean and sanitize any reusable equipment that was contaminated. 
· Put on protective gear before starting cleanup. 

During Cleaning
· Cover the mess with absorbent powder or paper towels to soak it up. 
· Remove waste and place it in a disposable bag (double bag if possible). 
· Clean all affected surfaces with soapy water, starting from the cleanest area and working toward the dirtiest. 
· Rinse with clean water. 
· Apply disinfectant and let it sit for the recommended time. Avoid spraying too forcefully. Let surfaces air dry, then apply a sanitizing solution. 
· Replace mop heads or towels after each use to avoid spreading contamination. 









After Cleaning
· Carefully remove and dispose of all protective gear without touching clean surfaces. 
· Dispose of all waste according to regulations. 
· Wash hands thoroughly. 
· Reopen the area once everything is dry. 
· Also clean commonly touched areas like restrooms and drinking fountains, since they may have been used by the sick person. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Disinfectant Requirements
Use EPA-approved disinfectants that are effective against norovirus, and always follow the product instructions.
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