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Vision Expo Sessions Announced 
 
Vision Expo will take place on Saturday, Sept. 13, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the 
Indiana State Library, located at 315 W. Ohio St. in downtown Indianapolis.  
 
This year, Vision Expo will feature two sessions: 
  
At 10:30 a.m., Jennifer Lyman will speak about non-24-hour sleep-wake disorder, 
a rare circadian rhythm disorder that causes sleep disturbances and can have 
significant health consequences. For people with the disorder who are blind - or 
who have low vision or some light perception - their master body clock can be out 
of alignment with the day and night cycles of the 24-hour world. There is a high 
prevalence of the disorder in the blind community, but awareness remains low, 
even among some healthcare providers. Attendees will learn about the symptoms, 
and why it occurs in the blind and visually impaired.  
 
At 11:45 a.m., Michelle Shaffer and Donna Williams of Bosma Enterprises will 
present “Adjustment to Disability,” which will cover the process of adjusting to a 
new disability with confidence and assuredness.  
 
This year, a room with sight-impaired adaptive games has been added to the 
expo. 
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Attendees should be aware that there is construction occurring in the vicinity of the 
Indiana State Library. One-way traffic is set to open on Ohio Street on Monday, 
Sept. 8, however street parking will not be available.  
 
The Senate Avenue parking garage will be available for use. The entrances to the 
garage are located on New York Street and Senate Avenue. Those using the 
garage should use the kiosk farthest to the right and take a ticket when prompted. 
Even if the sign reads “Employee Parking,” Vision Expo attendees may still park in 
the garage. Library staff will validate the ticket.  
 
Please call the Talking Book and Braille Library at 1-800-622-4970 with any 
questions. 

American Council of the Blind of Ohio and Indiana Joint State 
Convention 

 
The American Council of the Blind of Ohio and Indiana Joint State Convention will 
take place from Friday, Nov. 14 to Sunday, Nov. 16, at the Best Western Plus, 
located at 15471 Royalton Road in Strongsville, Ohio. The American Council of 
the Blind of Indiana’s purpose is to improve the well-being of Indiana’s blind 
residents. 
 

Rooms are $89 plus tax per night. For reservations, call 1-800-780-7234 or 440-
238-8800. When making a reservation via phone, mention the group code ACBO 
2025 to receive the convention rate. Attendees must make their reservations by 
Tuesday, Oct. 14, to receive the preferred group rate. 
 
 
 

tel:1(800)%20780-7234
tel:+1%20(440)%20238-8800
tel:+1%20(440)%20238-8800
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Online reservation instructions: 
- Go to https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-   

rooms.36178.html?groupId=8B3EG1Y1. 
- Click on the “Edit Stay Details” button and select arrival and departure dates, 

number of adults and children in each room and the number of rooms to 
reserve. 

- Click on the “Update” button to save changes. 
- Select the room type by clicking the “Select” button under the room type 

description. Note: for those booking multiple rooms, there is a link for each 
room before the room type descriptions. 

- Complete the guest and payment information, including all agreements and 
other prompts.  

- Submit by clicking the “Make Reservation” button. 
  

Notes on the reservation page: 
- For best results, use a tablet or a computer to access the reservation link, 

rather than a cell phone. 
- Those who have special requests can list them on this page. There is a text 

box for special requests under the room information, which is directly under 
the heading “Your Reservation Summary.” 

- Those with a Best Western account may log in for express booking by 
clicking the “LOG-IN” button. This is not required. 

- The screen gives the option to create an account with Best Western, 
however those who wish to book as a guest can check the box that says 
“No, I will book as a guest.” If no password prompt appears, the correct box 
has been selected. 

- Those who have booked more than one room can review each room and 
add special requests by using the tabs right under the “Your Reservation 
Summary.” 

Please visit https://www.acbohio.org for the convention registration. 
 
 

Social Media: 
https://www.facebook.com/IndianaTBBL/ 

https://www.instagram.com/intalkingbookbraillelibrary/ 

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-%20%20%20rooms.36178.html?groupId=8B3EG1Y1
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-%20%20%20rooms.36178.html?groupId=8B3EG1Y1
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.acbohio.org___.YzJ1OnN0YXRlb2ZpbmRpYW5hOmM6bzo3YTVkMTJkM2YyNjUwNDIyMWVlYjUzZGRkNDZjYmFmZjo3OjhhZjg6M2JhNjcyMmQxNzVlYTk5OTJkMzAzMzAxNzhiY2U2ZGQzODQyNzJiMWQ3MTYxYTM3YTFlNjc3OTE2NThkODMwODpoOlQ6Tg
https://www.facebook.com/IndianaTBBL/
https://www.instagram.com/intalkingbookbraillelibrary/
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Allen County Public Library's Audio Reading Service 
 
The Allen County Public Library's Audio Reading Service provides access to audio 
recordings of printed materials for people who have difficulty reading due to 
blindness, low-vision or physical, learning, language or other disabilities. Through 
this free service, users can listen to readings of newspapers, magazines and 
more. 
 
The Audio Reading Service engages over 100 volunteers who read from almost 
90 publications. The information available includes news, entertainment, science, 
recipes, sports, history and more. The service includes several programs local to 
Allen County, as well as statewide and national programs.  
 
There are many ways to listen to the Audio Reading Service:  
 

- In Allen County and surrounding areas, listeners with HD Radios can tune in 
to WBOI 89.1 HD-2 or use their televisions to hear the service on PBS Fort 
Wayne channel 39.6. Listeners in Allen County who do not have an HD 
Radio may borrow one for free on a lifetime loan from the Allen County 
Public Library. A library card is not required to borrow a radio, but listeners 
borrowing a radio must register with ARS.  

- Anyone can listen online, anytime, from anywhere, at acpl.info/ars, via the 
“Listen Now” button.  

- Those with an Alexa device can say, “Alexa, enable Audio Reading Service.” 
After that, they can ask Alexa to “open Audio Reading Service” anytime to 
hear a broadcast schedule, a particular program or listen to the live stream.  

- Users can also listen to individual programs and special project recordings 
on-demand at AudioReadingServicePodcast.com.  

- Find the Audio Reading Service on apps like Sero (formerly iBlink) and 
TuneIn Radio.  

- Local Allen County-area ARS programs are also available on podcast 
players.     
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All programs are read by real people - living and working in the community - who 
are dedicated to providing a voice anytime, day or night. Everyone deserves a 
human connection, and ARS volunteer readers believe in the importance of 
listeners having a real person reading to them.  
 
Detailed program descriptions, broadcast schedules and more information are all 
available on the Audio Reading Service website at www.acpl.info/ars.  
 
The Audio Reading Service is one of dozens of similar services across the 
country, all of which provide audio recordings of printed information for people 
who have difficulty seeing, holding or understanding these materials on their own. 
There are several services that cover various parts of Indiana, though the 
programs they broadcast may vary. For more information about services in other 
areas, visit iaais.org.  
 
 
Indiana Voices Books  

 
Indiana Voices is the recording studio at the Indiana Talking Book and Braille 
Library in the Indiana State Library. In this studio, books by Indiana authors, about 
people from Indiana and that are set in Indiana are recorded in audio format by 
volunteers.  
 
The following adult books were recently recorded by Indiana Voices volunteers: 
 
“A Cry in the Night” by Colleen Coble, DBC12194, Indiana author, fiction 
“A mysterious sound leads search-and-rescue worker Bree Matthews, and her 
dog Samson, to an abandoned baby in the woods outside of Rock Harbor, 
Michigan. Bree takes the baby girl in and begins to search for the mother - 
presumably the woman reported missing just days earlier. While teams scour the 
wintery forests, Bree ferrets out clues about the woman. Everything Bree thought 
she knew about her life changed with the sound of a cry in the night.” 
 
 

 

http://www.acpl.info/ars
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“America’s Deadliest Twister: The Tri-State Tornado of 1925” by Geoff 
Partlow DBC11019, Indiana setting, nonfiction 
“The tri-state tornado of 1925 hugged the ground for 219 miles, generated wind 
speeds more than 300 miles per hour and killed 695 people. Drawing on survivor 
interviews, public records and newspaper archives, “America’s Deadliest Twister” 
offers a detailed account of the storm, but more importantly, it describes life in the 
region at that time, as well as the tornado’s lasting cultural impact.” 

 
“Jackpot Ridge” by Ralph Cotton, DBC13564, Indiana author, fiction 
“After leaving Elk Horn with his hard-earned poker winnings, Jack Bell, a 
legendary gunslinger, soon finds his life in grave danger when his opponent, Early 
Philpot, sends his ruthless gang of thugs after Jack to retrieve his money, but Jack 
has a special surprise in store for Early and his men.” 

 
“A Laugh a Day Keeps the Blues Away” by Rita Thomas Kersh, DBC11031, 
Indiana author, nonfiction 
“This book relates stories from real people who happen to have either vision loss 
or hearing-vision loss. These are their personal stories. The stories show how they 
were able to laugh at themselves and the situation or experience. They may have 
found the situation humorous after the fact, but they were able to put the 
embarrassing or funny experience behind them by using a bit of humor.” 

 
“Letters from Skye” by Jessica Brockmole, DBC17799, Indiana author, fiction 
“A sweeping story told in letters, spanning two continents and two world wars, 
Jessica Brockmole’s atmospheric debut novel captures the indelible ways that 
people fall in love, and celebrates the power of the written word to stir the heart.” 

 
“226: How I became the First Blind Person to Kayak the Grand Canyon” by 
Lonnie Bedwell, DBC12182, Indiana author, nonfiction 
“A personal chronicle of the life of Indiana veteran Lonnie Bedwell, as he takes on 
a variety of life challenges - after being blinded in a hunting accident - to the 
culmination of his becoming the first blind person to kayak the Grand Canyon.”  
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The following children’s books were also recently recorded by Indiana Voices 
volunteers: 
 
 
“I Love Strawberries!” By Shannon Anderson, DBC17838, Indiana author, fiction 
“Jolie loves strawberries, and she’s on an unstoppable (and hilarious) mission to 
grow her own food from seedling to table in this colorful introduction to the joy of 
growing the popular perennial.” 

 
“Major Taylor, Champion Cyclist” by Lesa Cline-Ransome, DBC17853, Indiana 
author, nonfiction 
“Introduces the life of the bicycle racer who won the 1899 World Championship - 
Major Taylor from Indianapolis, Indiana.” 
 
“Say What?” by Margaret Peterson Haddix, DBC17840, BR017946, Indiana 
author, fiction 
“When their parents begin saying the wrong thing every time six-year-old Sukey 
and her older brothers misbehave, the children discover that it’s a plot and decide 
to fight back with their own wrong phrases.” 

 
“Trout, Trout, Trout” by April Pulley Sayre, DBC17837, Indiana author, nonfiction  
“The hilarious “trout, trout, trout” fish chant has fish lovers laughing. Wacky and 
bold illustrations add more humor while accurately depicting dozens of freshwater 
fish. This unique concept teaches kids the names of fish in an entertaining way. 
Four pages of fact-filled end matter provide lots of information to satisfy teachers, 
parents and kids who want more, more, more.” 
 
“When Mommy Says” by Jasmine Harris, DBC17864, Indiana author, fiction 
“Follow a mom and her son through their daily routine via the child's eyes.” 
 
“Zeek the Zigzag Zebra” by N T Lucy DBC17845, Indiana author, fiction  
“Zeek the zebra is different from all the other zebras. Can he find a way to fit in? 
Join Zeek and his friends on a hilarious journey of discovery and self-acceptance.” 



8 

 

 
 
_____________________________________________________  
Indiana Talking Book        Free Matter 
and Braille Library        for the Blind 
140 N. Senate Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

Indiana Talking Book and Braille Library calendar: 
Monday  September 1, 2025 Library Closed 
Tuesday  November 11, 2025  Library Closed 
Thursday  November 27, 2025 Library Closed 
Wednesday December 24, 2025 Library Closed 
Thursday  December 25, 2025 Library Closed 

 

Indiana Talking Book and Braille Library Hours:  
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time 


