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“We are all very pleased to have 
Mike Woodson as the person in 
charge of  leading our program. 
He will do an excellent job. He 
will be an outstanding discipli-
narian and teacher working with 
his team. He is just a great man.”   

 -  Former IU Coach Bob Knight,
            on the hiring of Mike Woodson

Banks: GOP should seek working class
Memo to McCarthy
tells of  ‘transformational
coalition’ that should
embrace Trumpism
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
 INDIANAPOLIS – Following the 
Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol insurrection, a number 
of big corporations announced they would 
no longer be giving campaign contribu-

tions to the 140 
House Members 
who refused 
to accept the 
Electoral Col-
lege results. In a 
memo to House 

Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, House Republican Study 
Committee Chairman Jim Banks appears to say, “Bring it 
on.” 
 Banks is advocating an embrace of former presi-
dent Donald Trump, saying his Jan. 6 “gift didn’t come 

The Gov says V.E.T.O.
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
 INDIANAPOLIS – Gov. Eric Holcomb answered the 
most pertinent question at the Statehouse this week: What 
would he do with engrossed legislation that would curb his 
powers and allow the General Assembly to call itself into 

special session.
 “I cannot skirt my duty 
and do something that I believe 
is unconstitutional,” Holcomb 
said at his weekly pandemic 
press conference Wednesday. 
“So yes, I can answer your 
question with four letters and it’s 
V-E-T-O.”
 The Indiana Senate voted 
Monday giving the General As-
sembly the authority to convene 
an “emergency session” in an 

     Continued on page 3

with a receipt.” He believes that the Republican Party “em-
brace our new coalition” as the party of the working class.
	 “In	the	last	five	years,	the	GOP	has	undergone	
a coalitional transformation and is now the party of the 
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amended HB1123. Indiana’s Constitu-
tion	specifically	states	only	the	gov-
ernor is authorized to call the Legis-
lature back to the Statehouse after 
lawmakers have adjourned for the 
year.
 Former Indiana Supreme 
Court Justice Frank Sullivan Jr. told 
the  Senate Rules Committee under 
the auspicies of Senate President Pro 
Tem Rod Bray last month that SB407 
would violate the Indiana Supreme 
Court’s long-standing precedent that 
it is unconstitutional for one branch 
of government to subject another 
branch	to	its	“coercive	influence.”	Sul-
livan added, “If the governor’s power 
to handle emergencies needs to be 
reduced, [you should] do it in a way 
that the Constitution permits. You 
have plenty of options in that regard. 
And if you decide that the Legislature 
does need power that the Constitution 
does not now give it, the right way to 
do that is by a constitutional amend-
ment, not an unconstitutional bill.”
 “I’ve made no secret about 
my understanding of Indiana’s Consti-
tution,” Holcomb said. “I have viewed 
this with the belief that this is un-
constitutional. We have supplied our 
legislative friends with background. 
There is an honest difference of opin-
ion. They honestly believe otherwise. 
I’m left with no other alternative. I 
believe I am duty bound by the con-
stitution	first	and	foremost.	I	can’t	do	
an end-around the people.”
 Holcomb said that he is not 
“in complete disagreement” with the 
motives House and Senate Repub-
licans led by House Majority Leader 
Matt Lehman and State Sen. Sue Glick 
had for the legislation.
 The bill does not rescind any 
of the governor’s emergency pow-
ers such as prohibiting church ser-
vices and locking down non-essential 
businesses as he did last March in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Hoosiers saw a 3.2% jobless rate in 
February balloon to 16.9% in April. It 
was back to 4% this past February.
 “I believe, for example, the 
funding coming into the state of Indi-
ana, it is beyond understandable; it is 
to be expected that we work together 

and they be updated,” Holcomb said 
of the more than $5 billion coming 
to the state via President Joe Biden’s 
American Relief Act passed by Con-
gress in March. “We’ve been doing 
that over the past year with letters 
and phone calls from legislators, 
sitting down at the table and go-
ing over on more than one occasion 
when we weren’t in session.”
 Holcomb said he asked lead-
ership if they want to be in special 
session and “The answer was no.”
 The governor has taken 
some heat after his statewide ad-
dress nine days ago that he was 
shifting the state’s mask mandate to 
an advisory. He left it in the hands 
of local governments to determine 
whether they wanted to keep the 
mandate in place. At least four coun-
ties (Marion, Monroe, St Joseph, 
Huntington) have said they will con-
tinue local mask orders.
 “Eric Holcomb has too 
often made politics a part of the 
equation with the state’s pandemic 
response rather than implementing 
the science, data-based approach 
he claims to use every week,” said 
Indiana Democratic Party spokesman 
Drew Anderson. “With everything 
Hoosiers have gone through over this 
past year, why would Holcomb risk 
derailing all of this progress just to 
appease folks who don’t believe in 
COVID-19 to begin with? The Gover-
nor will create more problems in the 
near future, not less, if he doesn’t 
responsibly lead Indiana out of the 
pandemic.”
 On Wednesday, Holcomb 
was confronted with an amendment 
that would prohibit local units of 
government from keeping mandates 
in place. “Yes, it concerns me,” he 
said. “A lot of things concern me. I 
haven’t had an opportunity to look at 
the amendment; didn’t see it before 
the hearing. We’ll take a hard look at 
this. But on this, I’m going to have to 
look at each and every word. To be 
determined.”
 Holcomb added, “It’s taken 
months to arrive at where we are 
right now and we didn’t have months 
to make decisions.”
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 As for the advisory shift, Holcomb explained, “We 
have been very clear since the outset in our desire to drive 
down deaths and hospitalization rates, they have come a 
long way, they are coming down. It’s not the one number I 
focus on; it’s many numbers in terms of our ability to care 
for those who are hospitalized. We do what we can to limit 
the spread. 
 “It’s not mission accomplished,” he contin-
ued. “There is some personal responsibility to be demand-
ed if we want to continue to manage our way through this 
and manage our way through this is what we’re doing.”

 As for criticism from Democratic Kentucky Gov. 
Andy Beshear who said he would ask Holcomb to recon-
sider rescinding the mask mandate, Holcomb said, “Gov. 
Beshear has my cellphone number and he clearly has the 
media number as well. He has not contacted me. I did see 
his comments and I have always taken the approach ... to 
respect all other governors and the decisions they have to 
make according to the numbers on the ground and what 
is happening in their states. I am paying attention to the 
numbers here in Indiana and what’s best for Hoosiers.” v

Banks, from page 1
working class,” Banks tweeted Wednesday. “We should 
embrace	that.	Not	fight	it.”
 “Both parties are undergoing coalitional transfor-
mations,” Banks, R-Columbia City, said, adding and that 
Republicans	shouldn’t	fight	the	trend	of	corporate	donors	
pulling back from the GOP. “When Eli Lilly and several oth-
er corporate PACs blacklisted me” for objecting to the cer-
tification	of	President	Biden’s	victory	on	Jan.	6,	“I	reached	
out to individual donors, explained 
the situation, and asked for their 
support. Once my supporters 
learned that liberal corporations 
blacklisted me because I refused 
to cave to their demands on Jan. 
6, they were happy to make up 
the difference. That’s how, in the 
first	quarter	of	this	year,	I	regained	
every penny of the $241,000 I 
lost in corporate money through 
individual donations.”
 According to CitizensFor-
Ethics.org (CREW) the Business 
Roundtable, an industry group that 
represents the CEOs of corpora-
tions denounced the “inexcusable violence” and counted 
by mid-February nearly 190 companies pledged to halt 
donations from their political action committees. Axios re-
ported that Charles Schwab, Nike, Walt Disney, Facebook, 
Microsoft, Google, Walmart, Comcast, Verizon, Northtop 
Grumman, Amazon, BP, JP Morgan Chase, Citi, Dow, Gold-
man	Sachs,	Airbnb,	Boston	Scientific	and	AT&T	are	all	at	
least temporarily holding donations.
 That Banks represents one of the most uncompeti-
tive congressional districts in the nation (the Cook Partisan 
Index puts Indiana’s 3rd CD +18% Republican), and has 
won landslide victories every time he’s run doesn’t appear 
to alter the congressman’s political calculation for how to 
play in the couple of dozen races expected to determine 
which party holds the majority after the 2022 elections.
 “Every Republican Member in a competitive district 
should know exactly how much corporate cash their oppo-
nent received in 2020, and they should relay those num-

bers to their constituents,” Banks continued. “The NRCC 
should arm Members with that information and commission 
advertisements that contrast Republican challengers with 
corporate-backed Democrat incumbents.
 “House Republicans can broaden our elector-
ate, increase voter turnout, and take back the House by 
enthusiastically rebranding and reorienting as the Party of 
the Working Class,” Banks said in the memo. “There is an 
embittered	and	loud	minority	in	the	GOP	that	finds	our	new	
coalition distasteful, but President Trump’s gift didn’t come 

with a receipt.
 “Our electoral success in the 2022 
midterm election will be determined 
by our willingness to embrace our 
new coalition,” the memo continues. 
“House Republicans can broaden our 
electorate, increase voter turnout, and 
take back the House by enthusiasti-
cally rebranding and reorienting as the 
Party of the Working Class. Republi-
cans are pro-business and pro-worker, 
not pro-corporation.”
 The memo notes that opposing Big 
Tech “would be popular and politically 
effective.” It said that 45% of Ameri-
cans have a negative view of Big Tech, 

up 33% since 2019. It observed that from February 2020 
to May 2020, the jobless rate for high-wage workers rose 
by 3.6% while the unemployment rate for medium and 
low-wage workers rose by 14.2% and 19.8%.
 In what the memo describes as “Main Street vs. 
Wall Street,” it advocates, “Republicans should use regres-
sive coronavirus lockdowns to illustrate how Democrats 
harm working-class Americans. Republicans opposed 
draconian lockdowns because we knew that small, inde-
pendent businesses and working class Americans would 
be hurt most. Democrats supported them because their 
donors	would	profit,	and	that’s	exactly	what	happened.”
 “Republicans should state clearly, our opposition to 
China as corollary of our support for working Americans. 
The reverse is also true: Democrats’ coziness with China 
results from their coziness with Wall Street.”
 The memo noted Donald Trump’s cornerstone 
issue – “Build the Wall” – and noted that 73% of voters 
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now recognize the border crisis is an issue, “so Biden’s 
immigration agenda is likely even more unpopular now 
that it was in early February. The GOP should continue 
highlighting Biden’s border crisis by contrasting Democrats’ 
open-border policies like the wall, remain in Mexico, and 
opposition of amnesty.”
 In “action items” the memo recommends hold-
ing “worker class roundtables,” create “working families 
task forces,” focus on individual and digital donations, and 
embrace the made-in-America agenda.
 The memo concludes: “The Democratic Party is 
more vulnerable than it’s been in modern history. Demo-
crats’ agenda is now shaped entirely by corporate interests 
and radical, elite cultural mores, but they still rely on many 
blue-collar voters. Democrats rely on labor votes but sup-
port open-border policies that undercut American workers. 
They rely on Christian Hispanic voters but want to repeal 
the Hyde Amendment. After their push to ‘defund the 
police,’ the murder rate jumped more in a single year than 
it has in U.S. history, and urban, poor, blue areas were 
hardest hit.
 “Democrats will keep alienating working-class 
voters because that’s what their donors demand, and 
Republicans should welcome them with open arms by fully 
embracing an agenda that’s worthy of their support.”
 According to Lakshya Jain, writing for Sabato’s 
Crystal Ball today, “It appears as if the Republican Party’s 
strength with evangelicals and religious, working-class 
whites may be beginning to take hold in areas where the 
realignment had not hit quite as strongly, and the rates 
of	erosion	in	Democratic	support	were	thus	significantly	
faster than one might have expected given the other 2020 
results across the nation.”
 Indiana Democratic Executive Director Lauren 
Ganapini told HPI, “Congressman Jim Banks’s votes and 
the Indiana Republican Party’s record do not help working-
class Hoosiers. Just last month, Banks and the INGOP 
voted against increasing the minimum wage for 30% of 
the state’s workforce, they voted against the American 
Rescue Plan which will help us get through COVID-19 and 
get our economy back on track, and they never supported 
affordable healthcare for Hoosiers. Banks is proving to be 
a typical Republican politician who talks a big game but is 
unwilling to do the work.” 

Trump on Biden infrastructure plans
 Former President Trump said in a press release 

on Wednesday: “Joe Biden’s radical plan to implement the 
largest tax hike in American history is a massive giveaway 
to China, and many other countries, that will send thou-
sands of factories, millions of jobs, and trillions of dollars 
to these competitive Nations. The Biden plan will crush 
American workers and decimate U.S. manufacturing, while 
giving special tax privileges to outsourcers, foreign and gi-
ant multinational corporations. Biden’s policy would break 
the back of the American worker with among the highest 
business tax rates in the developed world.”

Schmuhl lauds Biden jobs plan
 Indiana Democratic Chairman Mike Schmuhl said 
today President Biden’s American Jobs Plan would “give 
workers	again.”	In	his	first	policy	statement	since	taking	
the helm on March 21, Schmuhl said, “The Biden-Harris 
administration and Indiana Democrats made a promise to 
help Indiana and its workers build back better into a new 
era where infrastructure projects will create good-paying 
jobs, revitalize our infrastructure system, and help our 
families live, drive, and thrive in every Indiana community. 
The American Jobs Plan will do just that. Indiana has a 
strong union tradition, and it’s time the state’s elected 
leaders start treating its workers and unions with the re-
spect and dignity they deserve. Through the PRO Act, the 
Hoosier worker will have a voice again while on the job 
and better opportunities will be available to families who 
want a pathway toward a brighter future.” 

Gubernatorial 2024 updates
 Yes, yes, 2024 is still two election cycles off, but 
we’re watching both major parties for clues on who will be 
in what lanes.
 For Democrats, the list of potential contenders 
includes former senator Joe Donnelly, former Republican 
superintendent of public instruction Jennifer McCormick, 
State Sen. Eddie Melton, businessman Josh Owens, and 
newly elected Democrat Chairman Mike Schmuhl.
 The case for Donnelly is simple: He’s run state-
wide twice, winning once. He raised $18 million in his 
2018 loss to Sen. Mike Braun. While he begged off a 
challenge to U.S. Sen. Todd Young in 2022, he told HPI in 
March, “I remain open to being involved in public service 
again,	but	I	will	not	be	a	candidate	for	public	office	in	
2022.” Donnelly maintained a moderately conservative 
profile	during	this	six	years	in	the	Senate,	as	well	as	dur-
ing his House tenure.
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 McCormick had a listen-
ing tour with Sen. Melton in 
2019, then campaigned for a 
handful of congressional and 
General Assembly Democrats 
last year. She’s kept a State-
house	profile	up	during	this	
session, opposing the proposed 
voucher expansion. She was ru-
mored to be interested in form-
ing a ticket with Sen. Melton.
	 Melton	raised	his	profile	
a bit by joining the tiny Senate 
caucuses leadership, but any statewide race would be a 
huge leap for this Gary Democrat. Indiana has never had a 
governor from Lake County.
 Owens weighed in during the Democratic chair 
race earlier this year, though he did not advocate for a 
specific	candidate.
 Schmuhl managed a $100 million presidential cam-
paign and served as South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg’s 
chief of staff. His mission is the rebuild the party over the 
next four years. If no obvious contender emerges, why not 
him? Gov. Eric Holcomb is a former state party chairman, 
as was Rex Early prior to his 1996 GOP run.
 As for the Republicans, Importantville asked Sen. 
Braun	if	he	might	seek	the	open	governor’s	office	in	2024.	
He responded, “I’m going to tell you this. As hard as it was 
to get into the arena, I’m going to stay involved in politics 
until I view that there’s no marginal return left in doing it. 
Also weighing the chronology, the clock, too, because most 
ask why I didn’t retire. Of course I’ll never do that. I’ve 
got too many interests, things that I do, even if I weren’t 
in politics. But I’m going to carefully measure where I can 
have the most impact, and then stay involved until I’m 
either	fatigued	of	it	or	find	out	that	it’s	not	worth	the	time	
to do it.”
 That’s hardly slamming the door on the prospect. 
Braun would bring a self-funding component to the race 
after spending about $5 million to secure the 2018 Senate 
nomination. If Braun ran for governor, it would open up a 
Senate seat for a still relatively young Gov. Eric Holcomb, 
who	began	his	statewide	profile	by	seeking	the	Senate	in	
2016 until Gov. Mike Pence appointed him lieutenant gov-
ernor.
 The most active Republican has been Attorney 
General Todd Rokita, who has been showing up at GOP 
events statewide, and has been active on burnishing his 
cultural cred on issues ranging from abortion, to opposing 
President Biden’s environmental regulatory agenda. Rokita 
has also received considerable negative publicity for con-
tinuing to draw a salary from outside sources after being 
elected	to	office.
 Newly reelected Chairman Kyle Hupfer has be-
come the GOP’s “$25 million man” after he raised that 
much money for the state party and Gov. Eric Holcomb’s 
reelection campaign.

 Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch 
has been presiding over the 
Indiana Senate thus far this 
year, but expect her to be 
making statewide rounds as 
well as adding to her war chest 
after the General Assembly 
sine die on April 21.

‘Retired’ Pence 
eyes prez run
 The Associated Press re-

leased a story about how former vice president Mike Pence 
is “steadily” preparing for a 2024 White House bid. “He’s 
joining conservative organizations, writing op-eds, deliver-
ing speeches and launching an advocacy group that will 
focus on promoting the Trump administration’s accomplish-
ments,” AP reported. But “for someone who built a reputa-
tion as one of Trump’s most steadfast supporters, Pence is 
now viewed with suspicion among many Republicans for 
observing his constitutional duty in January to facilitate a 
peaceful transfer of power to the Biden administration, a 
decision that still has Trump fuming.
 “To prevail in a Republican presidential primary, 
Pence may have to reinforce his loyalty to Trump while de-
fending	his	decisions	during	the	final	days	of	the	adminis-
tration when the president alleged widespread voter fraud, 
leading to a deadly riot at the U.S. Capitol. If anyone can 
achieve this awkward balance, some Republicans say, it’s 
Pence.” The AP quoted GOP strategist Alice Stewart, who 
said, “Anybody who can pull off an endorsement of Ted 
Cruz and become Donald Trump’s vice presidential nomi-
nee should not be counted out. He has a way of splitting 
hairs and threading the needle that has paid off in the 
past.”
 Pence has an array of perception and security 
problems. Just keeping safe following the Jan. 6 insurrec-
tion where Trump-inspired loyalists chanted “Hang Mike 
Pence” will require a campaign security team. 
 And the memo of a potential Pence presidential 
bid obviously didn’t reach the Indiana Senate this week. 
NWI Times report Dan Carden wrote on Tuesday: “Mike 
Pence’s political career is over. That at least is the opinion 
of the Republican-controlled Indiana Senate, which unani-
mously adopted a resolution Tuesday congratulating the 
former vice president and Indiana governor on his “retire-
ment.” Senate Resolution 33 declares the Senate honors 
Pence “upon his retirement” and “thanks him for his many 
years of service to the state of Indiana and the United 
States of America. Vice President Pence’s enduring service, 
integrity, faith, conservatism, and bold leadership will be 
greatly missed throughout the state and the nation.” It 
also notes, during his retirement, Pence “will continue to 
advocate for conservative principles, small government, 
and pro-American policies, and spend time with his wife, 
Karen, and their family.” v



House Minority Leader Charlie Halleck of Indiana (far left) watches President Lyndon B. Johnson sign the Civil Rights 
Act as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., looks over the president’s shoulder.
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DC’s performance art
focused on voter rights
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
 INDIANAPOLIS – Late last October during a 
pandemic, I joined a diverse group of about 5,000 north 
Indianapolis voters at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
on	a	Saturday	morning.	It	took	five	and	a	half	hours	for	us	
to vote. While there was some grumbling, the prevailing 
sentiment was how the powers that be need to make it 
easier to vote.
 In this lull between election cycles, the Republican 
and Democrat battlefront now lies with the divisive issues 
of immigration and voting rights.
 National Republicans effectively became the “Party 
of Trump” in 2020. The GOP didn’t pass a party platform 
before	watching	President	Trump	become	the	first	since	
Herbert Hoover to preside over the loss of both chambers 
of Congress and the White House within a single term. The 
Trump presidential era has been characterized as xenopho-
bic in its use of racial “dog whistles” as the former presi-
dent concentrated on adding white, male voters instead 
of expanding its reach to minorities, as advocated by then 
RNC Chairman Reince Priebus’s 2013 “autopsy” report of 
the 2012 election. It recommended the GOP reach out to 
a diverse electorate, something the 2020 Trump campaign 
was able to do, picking up a modest uptick Latino male 
support in anti-Castro South Florida and in Texas, though 
that demographic is hardly a monolithic entity.
 The Republican National Committee is passing 
on an election post-mortem after its nominee lost the 
presidential popular vote for seventh time in the past nine 
elections. Only President George W. Bush (2004) and Vice 

President George H.W. Bush (1988) have won the popular 
vote during this time frame.
 Trump pollster Tony Fabrizio did write a 27-page 
“autopsy” observing that the president saw the “great-
est erosion with white voters, particularly white men,” 
and that he “lost ground with almost every age group” 
between his 2016 Electoral College victory and his 2020 
loss.	In	the	five	states	that	flipped	to	Biden,	Trump’s	big-
gest drop-off was among voters aged 18 to 29 and 65 and 
older.
 Politico reported: “Trump saw double-digit erosion 
with white college-educated voters across the board.”
 While Indiana Republicans brand themselves as 
the “Party of Purpose” and the “Party That Works,” and 
Chairman Kyle Hupfer is attempting to expand the party 
base with a new diversity program, the national GOP 
appears to be using vote suppression as its calling card 
heading into the 2022 cycle.
	 Now	during	the	first	state	legislative	season	since	
the election, multiple sources report that GOP legislatures 
as	of	Feb.	19	have	carried	over,	prefiled,	or	introduced	
253 bills with provisions that restrict voting access in 43 
states. “With unprecedented numbers of voters casting 
their ballots by mail in 2020, legislators across the country 
have shown particular interest in absentee voting reform, 
with more than a quarter of voting and election bills ad-
dressing absentee voting procedures,” the Brennan Center 
reported. “Only six of the 44 states that have introduced 
election bills have not proposed policies to alter absentee 
voting procedures in some way.”
 The Brennan Center lists two bills, SB353 on voter 
registration and SB398 on absentee voting, as the Indiana 
version of vote suppression.
 The biggest impact of SB353 would prohibit the 
governor from changing, during a declared disaster emer-
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gency, the time, place, or manner of holding an election. 
This was in reaction to a decision last April when Gov. Eric 
Holcomb, then-Secretary of State Connie Lawson, Republi-
can Chairman Kyle Hupfer and then-Democratic Chairman 
John Zody signed off on delaying the May primary to June. 
It passed the Senate on a 34-15 vote with one abstaining.
 As for SB398, it passed the Senate on a 46-0 vote. 
It	specifies	a	list	of	family	members	to	assist	an	absentee	
voter, establishes audit trail standards, sets standards for 
a county election board to determine whether a signature 
is valid, establishes procedures and forms for the curing of 
mismatched signatures involving an absentee ballot and 
unsigned absentee ballots, and extends the time in which 
an absentee ballot must be received on Election Day from 
noon until 6 p.m.
 The Republican caucus rejected 
amendments from State Sen. J.D. Ford at-
tempting to allow for absentee ballot drop 
boxes and would have expanded no-excuse 
absentee balloting that was used in the 2020 
June primary, but not the general election.
 When SB398 was heard in the House, 
Republicans refused to debate a redistricting 
reform amendment which would have estab-
lished an independent, non-partisan reappor-
tionment commission and forbidden the use of “political 
data” to redraw districts. House Republicans determined 
the amendment wasn’t “germane” to avoid debate.
 Nationally, Congressional Democrats have re-
sponded with HR1, which was adopted 220 to 210 mostly 
along party lines earlier this month, that would constitute 
the	most	significant	enhancement	of	federal	voting	protec-
tions since the 1960s if it became law. According to the 
New York Times, it aims to impose new national require-
ments weakening state voter ID laws, mandate automatic 
voter registration, expand early and mail-in voting, make it 
harder to purge voter rolls and restore voting rights to for-
mer felons – changes that studies suggest would increase 
voter participation, especially by racial minorities.
 U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski has opposed HR1, say-
ing, “We need bipartisan reforms to assure the American 
people their votes are counted fully, fairly, and accurately. 
But	HR1	won’t	restore	confidence	in	our	elections;	it	will	
only sow further division and doubt by imposing a one-
size-fits-all,	Washington-mandated	election	system	on	all	
50 states.”
 “The idea that you’d federalize the election process 
with no Republican support in an environment in which 
tens of millions of people already don’t trust the process 
is insane,” Mark Braden, the former chief counsel to the 
Republican National Committee, told The Hill. “Trump said 
a lot of things that were untrue and should be held to ac-
count for that, but now Democrats are showing up at the 
fire	with	gasoline	instead	of	water.”
 Donald Trump and congressional Republicans 
helped set the stage for the hundreds of bills in state leg-
islatures after his “Stop the Steal” effort following his 2020 

loss in an effort to “overturn” the results that critics say 
are designed to suppress Democratic vote, particularly in 
minority communities.
 “If you were to poll out activists right now, elec-
tion integrity is going to be near the top of the list,” Noah 
Wall, executive vice president of FreedomWorks, told the 
AP. “Twelve months ago, that wasn’t the case.” Added 
Jessica Anderson of Heritage Action, “It kind of feels like 
an all-hands-on-deck moment for the conservative move-
ment. We’ve had a bit of a battle cry from the grassroots, 
urging	us	to	pick	this	fight.”
 President Biden called the new Georgia laws “an 
atrocity,” adding last week, “Yet instead of celebrating the 
rights of all Georgians to vote or winning campaigns on 
the merits of their ideas, Republicans in the state instead 

rushed through an un-American law to deny people the 
right to vote. This law, like so many others being pursued 
by Republicans in statehouses across the country is a bla-
tant attack on the Constitution and good conscience. This 
is Jim Crow in the 21st Century. It must end. We have a 
moral and Constitutional obligation to act.”
 Rich Lowry writes in his New York Post column 
that that voter ID laws were recommended by a 2005 
bipartisan commission led by Jimmy Carter and James 
Baker, “neither of who will ever be mistaken for Bull Con-
nor.” States, Lowry observes, would have no choice but to 
accept same-day registrations. People applying for various 
government programs or for college would be registered 
automatically. States couldn’t turn away the registra-
tions of 16-year-olds, even though they can’t legally vote. 
States couldn’t require voter ID. They couldn’t remove in-
active voters from the rolls. They couldn’t work with other 
states	to	try	to	find	duplicate	registrations	six	months	
ahead of an election.” 
 Walorski joined about 140 of her House colleagues 
in late December in voting not to accept the Electoral 
College	certified	results	on	Jan.	6,	which	ended	in	the	
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. It prompted Nebraska 
Republican Sen. Ben Sasse to observe, “The president and 
his	allies	are	playing	with	fire.	They	have	been	asking	–	
first	the	courts,	then	state	legislatures,	now	the	Congress	
– to overturn the results of a presidential election. They 
have unsuccessfully called on judges and are now calling 
on	federal	officeholders	to	invalidate	millions	and	millions	
of votes. If you make big claims, you had better have the 
evidence. But the president doesn’t and neither do the 
institutional arsonist members of Congress who will object 



to the Electoral College vote.”
 This is where a history lesson becomes relevant.
 In 1964 and 1965, Congress did step in to correct 
more than a century of Jim Crow laws in former states of the 
Confederacy designed to suppress African-American voting. 
The Smithsonian reported: ”The Civil Rights Act of 1964, a 
landmark piece of legislation, was a long time in the making, 
and the passage of the bill required the political machina-
tions of an assortment of Republicans, Democrats, Northern-
ers and Southerners, congressmen, senators, presidents and 
activists. Congress had considered, and failed to pass, a civil 
rights bill every year from 1945 to 1957. In 1957, Congress 
finally	managed	to	pass	a	limited	Civil	Rights	Act,	which	
it added to in 1960, but these bills offered Black Ameri-
cans only modest gains. It wasn’t until 1963, in a televised 
speech, that President Kennedy called for a robust Civil 
Rights Act.
 “It ought to be possible … for every American to 
enjoy the privileges of being American without regard to 
race or color,” Kennedy said in the spring of 1963. “In short, 
every American ought to have the right to be treated as he 
would wish to be treated, as one would wish his children to 
be treated.”
 In a little more than a week, what would become 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was introduced in the House. 
Two months later, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave his “I have 
a dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial. Three months 
after that, President Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas. 
And in an address before a joint session of Congress on Nov. 
27,	1963	(five	days	after	Kennedy’s	death),	President	Lyn-
don Johnson was resolute, declaring, “We have talked long 
enough in this country about equal rights. We have talked 
for 100 years or more. It is time now to write the next chap-
ter, and to write it in the books of law.”
 President Johnson knew he would need Republican 
help. He found a key player in House Minority Leader Charlie 
Halleck of Indiana, who often described himself as “100% 
Republican” or a “Republican, period.” According to his 1986 
Washington Post obituary, Halleck was “one of the leading 
architects of the conservative coalition of Republicans and 
southern Democrats that blocked or curtailed much of the 
legislation in the domestic programs of Presidents Roosevelt, 
Truman and Kennedy.”
 According to his New York Times obit, “In 1963, 
to the astonishment of Congressional Republicans and the 
outrage of Southern Democrats, it was Mr. Halleck who gave 
crucial help in guiding through the House a compromise civil 
rights bill supported by the Democratic Administration.”
	 When	President	Johnson	first	asked	Halleck	to	help	
push the Civil Rights Act through the House, Halleck was 
hesitant, but in the end, he acquiesced, telling Johnson 
he would “give you the right to sign that thing on July 1,” 
according to The Smithsonian, though he objected to the 
“politicalization” of the Fourth of July. In a phone conver-
sation two days after the bill made it through the Senate, 
President Johnson urged Halleck to push the bill through. 
Johnson wanted the bill to be signed into law by July 4, leav-
ing enough time for it to be enacted before the Republican 

National Convention, which was to begin July 13. On 
July 2, 1964, the House adopted the Senate’s version of 
the bill by a vote of 289-126.
 Halleck kept his Hoosier GOP delegation in 
order, with U.S. Reps. Ross Adair, Richard Roudebush, 
William Bray (grandfather of Senate President Pro Tem 
Rod Bray), Earl Wilson, Ralph Harvey and Bruce Donald 
joining the state’s four Democrats in the passage of 
HR7152. After it was amended by the Senate, only Rep. 
Wilson voted against the measure.
 In the comparison Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
the	Indiana	GOP	delegation	was	down	to	just	five	after	
the LBJ landslide victory over Republican Barry Goldwa-
ter (who opposed the Civil Rights Act), while Halleck lost 
a minority leader race to Rep. Gerald Ford. But Halleck 
joined Adair, Roudebush and Bray in voting yea, while 
Rep. Harvey did not vote. They joined freshman Demo-
crats	Lee	Hamilton,	Andrew	Jacobs	and	Denton	Winfield	
in voting for the historic civil rights legislation.
 In the long run, these two historic acts set in 
motion more minority voting, but the subsequent politi-
cal realignment in the Deep South resulted in Richard 
Nixon’s 1968 “Southern strategy campaign” and is still 
in place today. In Goldwater’s loss to LBJ, he carried 
five	deep	South	states.	Indeed,	when	President	Johnson	
signed the Civil Rights Act into law on July 2, 1964, he 
is said to have told an aide, “We (Democrats) have lost 
the South for a generation.”
 The Trump-era GOP appears to be doubling 
down on suppression, as opposed to relying on ideas 
and purpose to attract voters. “Restricting voting is 
only a short-term rush. It’s not a strategy for future 
strength,” said Benjamin Ginsberg, one of the Republi-
can Party’s most prominent election lawyers (New York 
Times). “Look at what it really means. A party that’s 
increasingly old and white whose base is a diminishing 
share of the population is conjuring up charges of fraud 
to erect barriers to voting for people it fears won’t sup-
port its candidates.”
 In the 1960 Republican National Committee 
platform was this plank: “This nation was created to 
give expression, validity and purpose to our spiritual 
heritage – the supreme worth of the individual. In such 
a nation – a nation dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal – racial discrimination has no 
place. It can hardly be reconciled with a Constitution 
that guarantees equal protection under law to all per-
sons. In a deeper sense, too, it is immoral and unjust. 
As to those matters within reach of political action and 
leadership, we pledge ourselves unreservedly to its 
eradication.”
 Times have changed for the Party of Lincoln in 
an era where Washington has been reduced from poli-
cymaking to performance art. v
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Bill aimed at local 
health orders advances
Howey Politics Indiana
 INDIANAPOLIS – Indiana lawmakers on Wednes-
day advanced legislation that would make it easier to 
overturn local health orders or enforcement actions amid 
ongoing complaints from conservatives about Republican 
Gov. Eric Holcomb’s statewide response to the coronavirus 
(AP). The Senate bill creates a process allowing the public 

to appeal local health orders to 
county or city elected board. The 
enforcement action would be 
halted during an appeal, which 
could allow a business to stay 
open until the matter is heard by 
a city or county board, even if it 

is not following health orders. Currently, the only option is 
to	file	a	lawsuit.	The	appeals	process	would	apply	only	to	
health orders enacted during a declared emergency.
 Language added to the proposal by House law-
makers requires that any local emergency health order 
that	is	more	stringent	than	state	orders	must	first	be	ap-
proved	by	local	elected	officials,	like	city	council	members	
or county commissioners. The bill also makes it easier for 
local	elected	officials	to	remove	health	officers,	includ-
ing for “good cause” alone. The amended measure was 
approved by the House Rules Committee Wednesday and 
now heads to the full chamber for consideration.
 Bill author Republican Sen. Chris Garten, of 
Charlestown, said the legislation isn’t meant to be a com-
bative	response	against	local	health	officials,	but	rather	a	
“check and balance” that protects the rights of business 
owners and ensures economic health. Rep. Matt Pierce, a 
Democrat from Bloomington, emphasized that the enforce-
ment	appeals	are	likely	to	be	influenced	by	partisan	politics	
and “won’t be about the science.”

Bill on attorney fees concerns HEC
 Environmental groups and some lawmakers worry 
a bill, HB1436, could pressure regulators to approve pol-
lution permits they would otherwise deny. The Hoosier 
Environmental Council said an amendment has dramati-
cally improved the bill, but it could still have unintended 
consequences (Thiele, Indiana Public Media). Under the 
original bill, several Indiana agencies would have to pay 
the attorney’s fees of a party that wins a lawsuit against 
the state in a court case overseen by an administrative law 
judge. HEC senior staff attorney Kim Ferraro said this new 
language is better, but it could still pose a threat to cash-
strapped agencies like the Indiana Department of Envi-
ronmental Management. “If you don’t issue this permit on 
our terms, we’re going to appeal and you could be on the 
hook for our hundreds of thousands of dollars in attorney’s 

fees,” she said.

Tallian angered at workers comp bill kill
 State Senator Karen Tallian (D-Ogden Dunes) re-
sponded to inquiries about her workers’ compensation bill, 
Senate Bill (SB) 220. The bill would also allow compensa-
tion	claims	to	be	filed	with	the	workers’	compensation	
board up to two years after the worker’s last compensation 
claim	was	filed.	“Workers’	compensation	benefits	aren’t	in-
creased	automatically,	so	in	order	to	keep	up	with	inflation	
and the increased cost of living, we must pass legislation 
to	increase	those	benefits,”	Tallian	said.	“2013	was	the	last	
time that we passed a rate schedule, and those expired 
in 2016. With SB 220, Indiana would have caught up on 
missed	benefit	increases	from	the	last	five	years.	To	hear,	
now, that this legislation is being stopped in its tracks by a 
few Republicans in the House is sickening. I have been try-
ing for several years to have this addressed, and year after 
year I am promised that it will be done. And, once again, 
the House Republicans have killed it.”

Rep. Lucas under fire again
 District 69 State Rep. Jim Lucas, R-Seymour, is 
again being accused of racist social media behavior, this 
time by a Houston surgeon who commented on a Lu-
cas Facebook page post (Columbus Republic). The most 
recent post under scrutiny involves an exchange on Lucas’ 
Facebook page with Dr. James Carson, a Black orthopedic 
surgeon from Houston In the Facebook post’s comment 
section, a conversation about race and constitutional rights 
between Carson and Lucas ensued. After Carson posted 
“You know the Constitution was written with people like 
me as slaves with no rights. Is that how it should be inter-
preted?”	Lucas	responded,	“The	first	slave	owner	in	Amer-
ica was black. Blacks captured and sold blacks as slaves. 
Slavery is vile and repugnant, but has, and is tragically a 
way of humanity.” Later in the post, Lucas congratulated 
Carson on becoming a surgeon and asked, “Did you get 
any	scholarships	or	financial	assistance	because	of	your	
skin color? Any minority scholarships?” Carson responded 
that he was valedictorian and in the honors college. “I’m 
not aware of any scholarships available to white people 
just because they’re white. Somehow that was taken as I 
was implying that was how he got into school, and there 
was nothing further from the truth,”  Lucas told The Re-
public Wednesday. “Those were simple, factual questions 
with no implications.” 

Indiana vaccine available to 16-year-olds
 A bill requiring Indiana doctors to tell women 
undergoing drug-induced abortions about a disputed treat-
ment that could stop the abortion process is a step closer 
to approval in the Republican-dominated Legislature. The 
state Senate’s health committee voted 7-4 Wednesday 
to advance the proposal, despite objections that it would 
force doctors to provide dubious information. v

https://apnews.com/article/legislature-health-legislation-coronavirus-pandemic-indiana-6aac495b8242565f4434b27273a5f070
https://indianapublicmedia.org/news/bill-on-attorneys-fees-could-affect-indiana-environmental-lawsuits.php
http://www.therepublic.com/2021/04/01/lucas_accused_of_racist_social_media_comments/
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On April Fool’s Day, 
Janus-faced bills
By ANNE LAKER
 INDIANAPOLIS  – I kid you not. On April Fool’s 
Day, a pair of Janus-faced bills are set to be heard in 
Sen. Eric Koch’s Senate Utilities Committee, HB1381 and 
HB1191. HB1381 creates uniform rules for the siting of so-
lar and wind projects. HB1191 prevents municipalities from 

mandating green building materi-
als or electric vehicles, and from 
banning any certain sort of energy 
a utility might provide.
  While HB1381 forces a 
path for renewables, and HB1191 
defends the turf of traditional utili-
ties and building materials, both 
bills break Indiana’s formerly bibli-
cal devotion to home rule.
  The bills also represent a 
bipolar take on Indiana’s energy 
future. Are we going green or 

clinging to dirty? Can lawmakers contort themselves to ca-
ter to competing industries, from the wind energy lobby to 
the natural gas lobby? Do counties and towns ever know 
what’s good for them?
 Fact is, one-third of Indiana counties currently 
have some form of legislation on the books against renew-
able energy projects. And two-thirds of them have passed 
indignant resolutions against HB1381. Some claim the fact 
that the bill’s subject is renewable energy is incidental; it’s 
all about the principle of local control. 
 But what do counties do with their local control? 
Some court coal-to-diesel plants, chemical fertilizer plants, 
and factory farms with energetic abandon. Some welcome 
corporations who want to inject chemicals a mile under-
ground. But solar and wind must be slain like dragons?
 While Rep. Ed Soliday sees dollar signs with big 
time renewable energy projects, and county leaders see 
eyesores, it seems like no one’s asking what’s best for the 
health of Hoosiers and the air we breathe. By that criteri-
on, everyone should be running toward wind turbines and 
solar panels like there’s no tomorrow.
 While some local leaders have already effectively 
banned renewable energy production by throwing up 
roadblocks to siting and zoning, HB1191 takes green-infra-
structure hostility to the next level. Authored by Rep. Jim 
Pressel (R-LaPorte), the bill is chock full of poison pills. No 
county government will be allowed to ban production of 
any type of energy, such as natural gas. The Hoosier En-
vironmental Council is urging an amendment that restores 
local governments’ right to ban utility-owned energy proj-
ects viewed as public health risks, such as waste-to-energy 
facilities; it’s nice to imagine that any local governments 

might think in those terms.
 A second poison pill is the banning of green build-
ing materials, a prospect that’s infuriating the architect 
community. Think about that for a minute. Scientists the 
world over have agreed that we need to reduce emissions 
and	increase	energy	efficiency.	And	lawmakers	in	this	
state are making it illegal. Why not ban life preservers and 
infant car seats too?
 Just reading the bill is like drinking castor oil. 
HB1191 bans state educational institutions and local units 
of government from 1) requiring that a building be built or 
retrofitted	with	energy-saving	or	energy-producing	mate-
rials or designs; 2) prohibiting materials or designs that 
don’t meet an energy-saving standard. 
 This pathetic panic is being induced by, of all 
things, the rest of the world’s logical march toward self-
preservation. “Given the urgency of the climate crisis, and 
the reality that gas infrastructure built today will continue 
to emit greenhouse gasses for years to come,” explains 
Amulya Yerrapotu of the Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil, “it is imperative that we begin the process of decarbon-
izing our buildings now.” 
	 And	with	that,	the	gas	industry’s	hair	is	officially	
on	fire.	As	their	brains	dissolve	in	the	blink	of	a	campaign	
contribution, Indiana lawmakers crank out embarrassing 
bills like HB1191. While our Midwest neighbors are pass-
ing the Clean Energy Jobs Act (Illinois), committing to 
reducing utility carbon emissions (Minnesota), and growing 
utility-scale solar capacity (Ohio), Indiana is telling archi-
tects	they	have	to	be	as	inefficient	as	possible.	
 I wish this were an April Fool’s joke. 

SB373 Carbon Market bill update
 On Tuesday, Rep. Sean Eberhart orchestrated a 
messy hearing of SB373 in the House Natural Resources 
Committee. The bill was amended to the point that it won’t 
create carbon markets in the near term, just a committee 
to study the issue by July 2022. 
 The bill was further amended, courtesy of Rep. 
Alan Morrison, to shield Wabash Valley Resources from li-
ability for its underground carbon injection project in West 
Terre Haute.
 “It’s unfortunate that this controversial amend-
ment was added to SB373, which seeks to promote carbon 
markets and encourage carbon sequestration in trees 
and soil,” said Tim Maloney of the Hoosier Environmental 
Council, which opposed that amendment. As did the Dept. 
of Natural Resources.
 Was it coincidental that the contents of the 
amendments were not public until the hearing was under-
way? And that the committee voted on the Wabash Valley 
amendment before all opposing testimony was heard?
	 The	bill	will	be	ready	for	House	floor	action	by	
Monday. v

A consultant and grant writer, Laker is principal of 
Laker Verbal LLC.
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highfalutin model, but it helps focus government policies.
 Government can only promote economic growth 
by	doing	things	that	influence	the	productivity	of	people	
and capital. But, most of what government does has little 
effect on either worker or capital productivity. Indeed, 
much is harmful, as a disproportionate share of my col-
umns have noted. But, there are a couple of areas where 
government	action	can	influence	productivity.
	 The	first	way	is	to	improve	the	quality	of	the	
government’s part of productive capital. The private sector 
owns most machinery and buildings, but the public sector 
owns	or	regulates	significant	capital.	Thus,	better	bridges,	
roads,	air	traffic	control	systems	or	how	effectively	govern-
ment regulates water, sewer, electricity, and telecommuni-
cations access also affects productivity.
 States, including Indiana, spend a mind bog-
gling amount of public money to attract new investment. 
States also try to cut taxes in the belief that capital own-
ers are mostly concerned about the cost of owning that 
capital. But, capital investment goes to the places where 
it will be most productive, not where it is cheapest. If that 
were not so, Manhattan, Palo Alto and Boston would all be 
an economic wasteland, and Indiana would thrive.
 Indiana’s problem in attracting capital isn’t be-
cause venture capitalists don’t know about us, rather it is 
because they know us quite well. The most effective way 
to improve the productivity of capital is to combine it with 
highly educated workers, which is why capital dispropor-
tionately	flows	to	Manhattan,	Palo	Alto	and	Boston,	not	
Indiana.
 The most effective way government can affect 
productivity is by focusing on people, or human capital. 
The most productive businesses locate and expand in the 
cities and towns that provide them a pool of well educated 
and skilled workers. Here we are at a deep disadvantage. 
From 2010-2019 Indiana’s businesses created more jobs 
for high school dropouts than college graduates. This is 
that ‘structural’ change that sees advanced manufacturing, 
high	technology	and	other	highly	productive	sectors	flee-
ing Indiana, and expanding elsewhere.
 Fundamentally, Indiana needs to boost educa-
tional attainment. As of 2019, Indiana’s educational at-
tainment was a full generation behind that of the U.S. as 
a whole. Indiana has the workforce that is ready for 2004, 
not	2021.	To	put	that	in	context,	2004	was	the	first	year	
with a Bluetooth-enabled Blackberry, the iPod (not iPad) 
and the concept of ‘blogging.’
 The remedy to our educational attainment 
problem will not be quick or cheap. It will require strategic 
patience and courage from elected leaders. It takes real 
political pluck to tell voters the truth about our lagging 
economic prospects, and to explain to them that we need 
more money for education from pre-K up through college.
	 More	funding	alone	will	not	fix	Indiana’s	educa-
tional	attainment	deficit.	It	is	necessary,	not	sufficient,	but	
it	must	be	a	first	step.	The	quest	to	better	fund	schools	is	
not a partisan issue. Underfunding of public services that 

What will economic
recovery yield for state?
By MICHAEL HICKS
 MUNCIE – In the coming months, the U.S. 
economy will appear as if it is returning to normal. That 
won’t really be the case, but the conversation about the 
economy will shift from stabilizing and relief to long-term 
growth. Midwesterners, particularly Hoosiers ought to 

be very nervous about the next 
decade. The last economic recov-
ery left the region and our state in 
relatively worse condition than the 
Great Recession. There is every 
reason to believe the next recov-
ery will again leave much of the 
Midwest farther behind the nation 
as a whole.
  The poor prognosis for 
the Midwest rests upon the long-
term shifts, or what economists 
call ‘structural’ shifts, of our econ-

omy. Consumers spend a dwindling share of their earn-
ings on goods, instead buying services such as recreation, 
travel, education and healthcare. That trend works against 
our strengths or comparative advantage.
 These shifting consumer preferences alter the 
calculus of producing goods and services. The demand for 
workers nationwide is overwhelmingly for college gradu-
ates. As I’ve repeated in this column, more than 8 in 10 
new jobs created since 2010 went to college grads. Over 
the next decade, nearly all new jobs and most new wage 
growth will go to those workers with a four-year degree.
 This does not mean that less well-educated work-
ers	cannot	find	work.	There	will	be	a	steady	stream	of	
retirements in other occupations. But, it does mean that all 
the economic growth will only occur in those places with a 
high share of college graduates. That is very bad news for 
Indiana, since we are in the bottom third of educational 
attainment.
 Indiana’s declining economic position is not an 
accident. It is the result of numerous policy choices, for 
several decades, made by elected leaders of both parties. 
These were not malevolent choices, just myopic ones that 
ignored a half-century of data about the nation’s chang-
ing economy. Today, Indiana’s economic, education and 
workforce policies are far more closely aligned to 1962 
than 2062, which is when today’s high school students will 
still be a decade away from retirement.
 One way to avoid the continued plague of short-
sighted policies is to think about economic growth the 
way economists do. Economists think of growth as being 
caused by the self-interested efforts of entrepreneurs to 
combine people and machinery – or what we call capital – 
to produce goods and services. This might seem like some 



Understanding politics
requires knowledge
of  local news media
By MARK SOUDER
 FORT WAYNE – Every politician – at least those 
who win elections – understands the power and im-
portance of media in all of its forms. People who try to 
influence	politicians	tend	to	understand	it	somewhat	but	

often tend to think that money, 
personal relationships and other 
methods are dominant. Then 
they often wonder why their 
ideas do not prevail.
 There is an adage that I 
have believed all my life, in busi-
ness and politics: Information is 
power. 
 So where does one get 
information? If you are trying 
to	influence	people	to	buy	what	
you are selling, whether it is a 

person, a piece of furniture or an idea, you need to under-
stand where they are getting their information. 
 It is obvious that primary sources of information 
evolve with technology changes. Political information in 
America evolved from newsprint to radio to television to 
today’s news niche chaos. America is a nation of informa-
tion junkies which new technology has advanced, not 
reduced. 
 There are two obvious problems that I believe 
are at the core of the political challenges we face: 1.) the 
overwhelming distrust of national media by all factions 
(e.g., fact vs. fake news, every report being “just your 
opinion”) and 2.) the threats to local news and informa-
tion coverage as they are reshaped and often gutted by 
conglomerates. 
 The net results in politics of these trends, 
combined with a few other demographic (e.g., increasing 
population diversity) and structural trends (e.g., the de-
cline of political parties), is that name ID and the purchase 
of name ID have become even more dominant in politics.  
 Donald Trump, Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton and 
Bernie Sanders are names people recognize because they 
have built up ID with symbolic attachments and some 

measure of credibility of being advocates for a point of 
view for decades. This phenomenon is not new – from 
George Washington to Teddy Roosevelt to Bush 43 – but it 
is pronounced and headed down the ballot.
 The purchase of name ID has actually become 
more expensive as information splinters. So, the entry 
level costs to win a statewide race, especially a potentially 
close contest or a primary battle in the dominant party, are 
soaring. And it isn’t just statewide races. Huge sums are 
required in congressional races, and now even in competi-
tive state legislative and mayoral races. 
 The challenge for our electoral system is that 
there has always been a preference for soft news over 
hard news and for gossip over facts. This is not new either. 
It was true before Gutenberg invented the printing press. 
The assumption has been that, in a free market, people 
will see the choices, the better choices will ultimately be-
come the preferred one. 
 However, if in news, you only see one type 
of news source, and that source is catering to your per-
sonal prejudices, you see no comparisons. When televi-
sion choices were limited, we at least had some common 
base at least for local news. Because of the importance of 
media, we need to thoroughly understand what was, what 
the changes are, and thus be able to adjust what is hap-
pening. 
 A little over three years ago, I proposed to the 
two most-watched local anchors in Fort Wayne television 
history, Melissa Long and Heather Herron, that we write 
a book on about television in our region. They agreed. 
“Television in Fort Wayne, 1953-2018” was just released 
by M.T. Publishing of Evansville.
 The foundations behind this proposal were simple: 
 1.) 1953 to 2018 is roughly the arc of the golden 
era of traditional television. It achieved news dominance 
in the 1960s (fueled by the Kennedy assassination and the 
space program, which accelerated universal acceptance 
of new technology), plateaued, and now has declined in 
viewership as new technology evolved. Television remains 
the	most	powerful	and	influential	local	news	vehicle,	but	
its dominance is gone.  
 2.) Local television, and the television marketing 
zones,	define	who	we	are.	We	know	the	murders,	fires,	
weather, sports scores, street names, personalities, and 
encouraging and tragic stories within those zones. 
 3.) Tip O’Neill is famous for saying that “all politics 
is local.” In other words, what he was saying, in effect, is 
that all politics is local news. 
 4.) Little has ever been written about an entire 

are critical to the economy has never been a conservative 
principle. Following a decade of budget cuts and experi-
mentation with schools, we have enough data to draw 
some pretty clear conclusions. These tax cuts and educa-
tional reforms have not yielded us their promise of better 
educational attainment or economic growth. It is time to 

get back on track or prepare to face another lost decade.v

Michael J. Hicks, PhD, is the director of the Center 
for Business and Economic Research at Ball State 
University. 
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local television market, anywhere in America. I found one 
terrific	general	book	on	the	subject:	“News	Is	People”	by	
Craig	Allen.	There	are	other	good	books	on	specific	cat-
egories (e.g., children’s television) and many books that 
focus on one station’s partial history, but most are highly 
personal reminiscences or mostly griping about things that 
they don’t like. 
 We wanted something that was positive, full of 
memories, but also showed how a local market developed, 
what people saw, and how it changed over decades. 
In his book, Craig Allen includes this quote: “The local 
news was special because every day you lived the events 
along with every person in the audience. There was no 
need	to	pontificate	(like	the	networks)	because	you	weren’t	
a thousand miles away.”
	 Our	book	doesn’t	pontificate	nor	does	it	draw	con-
clusions. But for outsiders, they can see how a local market 
worked. The story is told through personalities, not a politi-
cally partisan view. There are 500 images to help tell the 
story and bring back local memories, but they also show 
the evolving diversity of the region and how it adjusted 
over time. 
 The primary local television personalities stories 
are a key part of the history because, as Allen noted, 
they lived among the same community with many typical 
problems faced by those who watched them in their living 
rooms. These local personalities that were invited into 
people’s homes for 20 years plus were, and most remain, 

the most universally known local celebrities.
 Another key point of Allen’s was that when people 
were asked where they got their news, they not only 
included news broadcasts but the “Johnny Carson Show” 
and the ABC’s “ Wide World of Sports.” So, what did 
people see on local television that helped shape their lives, 
their sense of community? If you don’t know what your 
community is absorbing, you cannot represent it nor hope 
to	influence	it.
 This is primarily meant to be a positive keepsake 
in a period of great angst. But understanding media and 
how it affects people is also important to every single per-
son involved with politics. Craig Allen nailed it in his title: 
“News Is People.” People want elected leaders to serve 
them as well as lead. If you don’t understand how people 
get their information, don’t waste too much time lobbying 
for	an	issue	or	running	for	office.	
 I have been involved with media since my high 
school years in the late 1960s – as an advertiser, being 
heavily covered in political and controversial issues, and 
as a commentator. I have always felt that media in all 
forms was critical to politics; three years of immersion in 
the subject only convinced me more completely. It is the 
sustenance of politics, which is actually the battleground 
of what information people receive. v

Souder is a former Republican congressman from 
Indiana.

2020 was composed of
two distinct halves
By MORTON J. MARCUS
 INDIANAPOLIS – Last week, the U.S. Bureau of 
Economic	Analysis	gave	us	a	first	look	at	the	three	closing	
months	of	2020.	Indiana	did	well	in	the	final	quarter	of	

2020. Our Gross Domestic Product, 
after	adjustment	for	inflation,	(Real	
GDP) advanced at an annual rate 
of 5.1% compared with a 4.3% 
increase for the nation.
        A bit of chest thumping 
should be heard about now from 
state	officials,	although	they	prob-
ably can take but little credit for 
our economy. Perhaps it would be 
more accurate to say that, de-
spite our lachrymose Legislature, 

Indiana’s private sector managed to respond well to the 
federal stimulus program and sustained the momentum of 
recovery from the COVID shock of earlier in the year.
        The year 2020 was composed of two very differ-
ent halves. As usual, Indiana rode a more exciting roller-

coaster	than	did	the	nation.	The	first	and	second	quarters	
felt	the	full	force	of	the	pandemic.	During	those	first	six	
months, Indiana’s Real GDP declined at an annual rate of 
20.3% with the nation going down by 19.2%.
        Not a single one of the 50 states managed to 
have	a	positive	change	in	its	economy	in	that	first	half	of	
2020. While Indiana ranked 34th during that recession, 
Vermont, Utah, Washington and Arizona were the least 
effected. The pandemic hit hardest on Hawaii, Nevada, 
Tennessee and Michigan.
        The second half of 2020 was a different story. 
From July through December, Indiana ranked fourth in 
the U.S. with a 22.7% annual rate of Real GDP growth 
while the nation’s had an 18% bounce back. Only Nevada, 
Tennessee, and Idaho had a better half year of recovery 
than the Hoosier state. Trailing the pack, but none the less 
growing, were North Dakota, Oklahoma, New Mexico and 
Wyoming.
        A closer look at the GDP data, without adjustment 
for	inflation,	turns	up	some	surprises.	For	the	nation	as	
a whole, the recovery is incomplete, if reaching the level 
of output enjoyed in the closing quarter of 2019 is our 
objective. The U.S. was close to 5% off its previous high. 
Indiana, however, has crossed that magic goal line, if only 
by .5%.
 In the non-farm private sector nationally, seven 



Massacres prompt 2nd 
Amendment crosshairs
By KELLY HAWES
CNHI Indiana Bureau
 ANDERSON – After a second mass shooting in a 
week, a friend noted that only one amendment in the Bill 

of Rights began with the words 
“Congress shall make no law.” 
 “It’s not the 2nd Amend-
ment,” he said.
 Of course, that doesn’t 
deter gun rights advocates like 
Sen. Cynthia Lummis, a Republi-
can from Wyoming. “Every time 
that there’s an incident like this, 
the people who don’t want to 
protect the 2nd Amendment use it 
as an excuse to further erode 2nd 
Amendment rights,” she said.

 She’s not wrong, I guess. Many Americans see 
mass shootings like those in Georgia and Colorado, and 
they cry out for their leaders to do something, anything, to 
make the carnage stop.
 Vice President Kamala Harris accused folks like 
Lummis of setting up a false choice. “This is not about 
getting rid of the 2nd Amendment,” Harris said during an 
appearance on “CBS This Morning.” “It’s simply about say-
ing we need reasonable gun safety laws.”
 Both she and President Joe Biden have spoken 
out in support of such reform. “The point here is Congress 
needs to act,” Harris said during that CBS interview. “On 
the House side, they did. There 
are two bills which the president is 
prepared to sign, and so we need 
the Senate to act.”
 Biden also urged Con-
gress to reinstate a ban on as-
sault weapons and high-capacity 
magazines that had been in effect 
for 10 years in the 1990s and early 
2000s. “There is no reason why 
we have assault weapons on the 
streets of a civil society,” Harris 
said. “They are weapons of war.”

 Reform advocates have public opinion on their 
side. A Gallup survey last fall found that 57% of respon-
dents thought gun regulations should be more strict. That 
number has been as high as 78% in the early 1990s and 
as low as 44% in 2010. It was 67% in 2018.
 A survey taken this year found 56% of respon-
dents	were	at	least	somewhat	dissatisfied	with	the	na-
tion’s gun regulations. It found 33% to be very dissatis-
fied.	Among	those	wanting	a	change	in	the	regulations,	
those wanting stricter rules outnumbered those wanting 
to	ease	regulations	by	a	margin	of	five	to	one.
 Here’s another statistic driving public opinion. 
A Gallup survey in 2019 found that nearly half of respon-
dents were at least somewhat worried about falling victim 
to	a	mass	shooting.	Roughly	one	in	five	admitted	to	being	
very worried. And yet guys like Republican U.S. Sen. John 
Kennedy of Louisiana suggest that tightening restrictions 
to	fight	gun	violence	would	be	like	banning	sober	drivers	
to	fight	drunk	driving.
 In spite of comments like that, this issue hasn’t 
always been one pitting conservatives against liberals. 
Take the example of Warren Burger, former chief justice 
of the U.S. Supreme Court. Burger was in all respects a 
conservative, but he was no fan of the 2nd Amendment.
 During a 1991 appearance on PBS, the retired 
chief justice observed that if he had been writing the Bill 
of Rights in the 1990s, he wouldn’t have included the 
right to bear arms. “The gun lobby’s interpretation of the 
2nd Amendment is one of the greatest pieces of fraud – I 
repeat the word fraud – on the American people by spe-
cial interest groups that I have ever seen in my lifetime,” 
he said. “The real purpose of the 2nd Amendment was to 
ensure that state armies – the militia – would be main-
tained for the defense of the state. The very language of 

the 2nd Amendment refutes any 
argument that it was intended to 
guarantee every citizen an unfet-
tered right to any kind of weapon 
he or she desires.”
 Sounds like maybe he would have 
been on the side of the reformers. 
v

Kelly Hawes is a columnist for 
CNHI News Indiana. He can be 
reached at kelly.hawes@indi-
anamediagroup.com. Find him 
on Twitter @Kelly_Hawes.

of	19	industry	groups	ended	2020	with	higher	GDP	figures	
than	they	had	in	the	final	quarter	a	year	earlier.	Leading	
this	parade	was	retail	trade,	followed	by	finance	and	insur-
ance. In Indiana, the same two industries were out in front 
and eight of 19 business groupings were in the black for 
the year.
        What industries led us in this pandemic parade?  
Transportation and warehousing, as well as arts and en-

tertainment, were the leading industry groups on both the 
up- and down-sides of the 2020 COVID recession. Contrary 
to the state’s mythology, and some media reporting, manu-
facturing was not the drum major for this parade. v
 
Mr. Marcus is an economist. Reach him at mortonj-
marcus@yahoo.com. 
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Where domestic
policy is headed
By LEE HAMILTON
 BLOOMINGTON – There’s not much question 
where the Biden administration’s domestic priorities lie. 
Getting the pandemic health crisis under control and mov-

ing past its attendant economic 
crisis were always going to 
be	the	first	order	of	business	
for the new White House. It’s 
what comes afterward – where 
the administration wants to 
head, how the American people 
respond, and what Capitol 
Hill does with it all – that will 
give us a sense of whether the 
country is ready for the kind of 
change Biden is signaling he 
wants to bring.
 To be sure, some of that 
change has just been enacted 

into law. The stimulus package that made it through Con-
gress a few weeks ago was an abrupt shift in tone from 
Washington. Beginning with Ronald Reagan and lasting 
to some extent even through Democratic administrations, 
the prevailing view valued limited government action 
on the economy, tax breaks for businesses and wealthy 
Americans – on the theory that their investments would 
ultimately help everyone else – and at best a wary view 
of the public sector. The stimulus bill heads the opposite 
direction, taking the attitude that forceful government ac-
tion is needed in this moment and that the way to pros-
perity lies in helping poor, working-class, and middle-class 
Americans.
 I suspect that a lot of Americans won’t care much 
about the ideology behind the stimulus bill. They’ll just 
judge it on whether it works, and in particular on whether 
the economy recovers and produces jobs, especially jobs 
that pay decently. Right on the heels of the stimulus bill, 
though, will come a host of issues that test both the ad-
ministration and Congress.
 One of them has already begun making head-
lines, as young migrants and migrant 
families show up in rising numbers at 
the	southern	border	and	federal	officials	
scramble to shelter and process them, and 
in many cases, expel them under a Trump 
administration public health order that Biden 
is under pressure to drop. This all comes af-
ter	a	flurry	of	early	executive	actions	aimed	
at developing a more generous immigration 
stance and talking up a “path to citizenship” 
for people in the country illegally and is a 
reminder that shifts in policy can produce 

results that overwhelm the best intentions. My sense is 
that many Americans would welcome a reasoned and 
humane approach to immigration, but not if it produces 
chaos.
 And just as Republicans on Capitol Hill are seizing 
on events at the border to raise the heat on immigration 
reform efforts, so the other big item on the administra-
tion’s agenda – infrastructure – may also fall prey to 
intense partisanship. If ever there was an issue on which 
Democrats and Republicans ought to be able to carve out 
agreement, it’s spending money to bring roads, highways, 
bridges, public water systems, and other basics neces-
sary to modern life up to snuff. So far, the two parties 
continue to insist they intend to work together, and the 
Biden administration says that bipartisanship is a priority. 
But as Democrats push for an expansive view of infrastruc-
ture – including cyber-security, public transit, and shifting 
spending priorities toward cleaner energy – and Republi-
cans insist that they will not back any move to raise taxes 
to fund infrastructure improvements, the stage is set for a 
classic Washington face-off.
 Beyond that, of course, any number of exceed-
ingly complex issues await action. There’s the pressure to 
raise the minimum wage, policing reform, climate change, 
a set of issues around racial equity, and any number of 
hot-button cultural issues that the wings of both political 
parties would like to push but the administration so far has 
shown little interest in addressing.
 But what may be the biggest test of all has less 
to	do	with	policy	priorities	and	the	specifics	of	legislation	
than with whether Washington can move forward on chal-
lenges that matter to the American people. We have had 
many years now of Washington, collectively, struggling to 
advance on issues of importance to the day-to-day lives of 
Americans. Our political leaders have a chance to reset our 
expectations of what they can accomplish. Here’s hoping 
they take the opportunity to do so. v

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; 
a Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years. 



James Briggs, IndyStar: Mayor Joe Hogsett is 
not buying the explanation that ending Indiana’s mask 
mandate has nothing to do with politics. Neither is anyone 
else, really, but Hogsett has more insight than most people 
into the decision-making process. He’s going through it, 
too, in the state’s largest city. “Gov. Holcomb has a con-
stituency that he has to be mindful of, that is 
fundamentally different than the constituency 
that Dr. (Virginia) Caine and I are responsible for 
serving and protecting,” Hogsett said Thursday, 
referring to the Marion County health director.
Hogsett is keeping COVID-19 restrictions in 
place for Marion County even as Holcomb lets the state-
wide rules expire April 6. What’s notable about Hogsett’s 
comment is that it is not a criticism — in fact, Hogsett in 
the next breath emphasized that he is “deeply grateful 
that the governor has allowed us to exercise local author-
ity on these issues,” a point he has made often. Hogsett 
acknowledged the politics as a matter of fact — everyone 
can see it. Conservatives across the state and, particu-
larly in the General Assembly, opposed all of Indiana’s 
COVID-19 restrictions and were done showing patience 
to Holcomb. Nonetheless, Holcomb during his own press 
conference last week insisted “I’m not pressured” and 
added that he has “let data drive our decisions.” But, when 
it comes to ending the mask mandate, there is no reason 
to believe that a spreadsheet generated April 6 as the right 
date for Indiana’s return to business as usual. At least, 
if there is a reason, the Holcomb administration has not 
made it clear. v

John Krull, Statehouse File: Many Americans have 
Georgia on their minds these days. The Peach State has 
become a kind of Rorschach test for this country. People 
on opposite sides of the United States’ great partisan and 
ideological dividing line look at the same facts and events 
in Georgia and see entirely different pictures. The latest 
image to split the nation into warring camps is a voting 
law that emerged from the Georgia legislature and was 
signed into law by the state’s governor, Republican Brian 
Kemp. Kemp and his fellow Republicans say it was an 
election-security measure, one designed to prevent voter 
fraud. If so, it’s a solution in desperate search for a prob-
lem. Kemp himself said just weeks ago that the balloting in 
Georgia in the 2020 election was the safest and fairest in 
history. The only events that looked anything like election 
fraud were the calls from former President Donald Trump 
and	his	surrogates	for	Georgia	public	officials	to	“find”	
enough votes for him to win the state. Critics point to the 
new law’s more draconian measures—particularly the one 
that makes it illegal to bring food or water to a person 
waiting in a long line to vote. This bit of harshness, those 
critics contend, is in keeping with the law’s overall intent, 
which is to discourage poor people—particularly poor Black 
people—from voting. They see it as another sign of Repub-
licans’ terror that power is slipping from the GOP. Doubt-
less, there is some of that. U.S. Senate Minority Leader 

Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky, after all, has said bills that 
would expand ballot access and allow more people to vote 
represent an existential threat to the GOP. But this is more 
than a battle of the moment. We Americans tend to think 
our	fierce	conflicts,	once	fought,	are	fully	resolved.They	
aren’t. The truth is from our very founding we have been 
struggling as a nation over questions of who was entitled 

to vote. And who wasn’t. v

Holman W. Jenkins Jr.: Wall Street 
Journal: “Trump didn’t believe his election lies,” 
went a headline at the respectable news and com-

mentary site Slate.com. I was arrested by this statement 
of the obvious. Politics is a strategy game, like war or liti-
gation: The truth gets spoken only if it’s useful. I doubt le-
gions of Democratic elders believed the guff about Donald 
Trump being a Russian plant. Millions of voters see politics 
as nonstop mendacity. Even to many nonsupporters, the 
difference between Mr. Trump and his enemies was the 
difference between night and night. Mr. Trump once touted 
his own reliance on “truthful hyperbole.” In the 2020 elec-
tion and in Joe Biden’s Ukraine entanglement, you could 
be sure something happened but it wasn’t what Mr. Trump 
said happened. In one ironical way I can sympathize with 
Trump supporters who question how Mr. Biden could have 
won an election in which he barely participated. The race 
was one of Trump against Trump, in which Mr. Trump de-
feated himself by a nose. v

Thomas Friedman, New York Times: After 
our presidential election I wrote that what had just hap-
pened felt to me as if Lady Liberty had been crossing Fifth 
Avenue when out of nowhere a crazy guy driving a bus 
ran a red light. Thankfully, “Lady Liberty leapt out of the 
way barely in time, and she’s now sitting on the curb, her 
heart pounding, just glad to be alive.” But she knows just 
how narrowly she escaped. I hoped that once Joe Biden 
took charge my anxiety over how close we came to los-
ing our democracy would soon fade. It hasn’t. Just listen 
to Donald Trump or Senator Ron Johnson or Fox News 
whitewashing the ransacking of the Capitol as a Repub-
lican white boys’ picnic that just got a little rowdy. Just 
listen to Trump’s former lawyer Sidney Powell trying to 
escape a lawsuit by arguing that no serious person would 
have believed her claims that Dominion Voting Systems 
machines had helped to perpetrate a stolen election. Just 
watch Georgia’s legislature pass a measure supposedly 
designed to prevent the very fraud that Powell now says 
never happened by creating obstacles for Black voters 
— even making it a crime for anyone to serve water to 
someone waiting hours in a voting line. Yes, that crazy bus 
driver is still out there and Lady Liberty is still in danger 
of being run over. Instead of the G.O.P. sitting down after 
the election and resolving, “Let’s complete a bridge to the 
votes of a diverse 21st-century America — it’s decided to 
burn down any pieces of that bridge and compete only for 
a white-dominated 20th-century America. v
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16 year olds can
now get vaccine
    INDIANAPOLIS  — The 
Indiana Department of Health opened 
vaccine registration to all Hoosiers 
ages 16 and older Wednesday morn-
ing (Indiana Public Media). According 
to a news release from IDOH, the 
expansion makes 1.3 million additional 
Indiana residents eligible to schedule 
and receive one of the three FDA-
approved COVID-19 vaccines.
	Currently,	the	Pfizer-BioNTech	vac-
cine is the only one approved for use 
in people ages 16 and 17. And NPR 
reported that new trials 
have	shown	the	Pfizer	
vaccine to have 100% 
efficacy,	according	to	
the drug company. IDOH 
recommends that patients 
ages 16 and 17 or those scheduling 
on behalf of them should search for a 
vaccine site that lists “PVAX” or ask for 
locations	supplying	the	Pfizer	vaccine	
when calling 211. More than 100,000 
Hoosiers signed up Wednesday for an 
appointment to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine after Indiana opened vaccine 
eligibility to any person age 16 and up 
(Carden, NWI Times). Dr. Kristina Box, 
the state health commissioner, said 
that includes some 21,000 individuals 
who	registered	in	the	first	30	minutes	
of expanded eligibility on the ourshot.
in.gov website, or by calling 211. 
“Today is the day we’ve all been wait-
ing for,” Box said. “Approximately 5.4 
million Hoosiers can now sign up for 
a vaccine; millions of Hoosiers have 
already done so.” State data show 
more than 2.8 million Hoosiers have 
received at least one dose of the CO-
VID-19 vaccine and some 1.1 million 
Indiana residents are considered fully 
vaccinated against the coronavirus.

Chicago ballparks
could be closed 
  CHICAGO (AP) — As thou-
sands	of	people	get	ready	to	flock	to	
Wrigley Field on Thursday for Chi-
cago’s largest mass gathering in more 

than	a	year,	city	officials	warned	that	
they may again shut the venerated 
ballpark to fans if the number of COV-
ID-19 cases keep climbing. The warn-
ing	from	the	city’s	Office	of	Emergency	
Management and Communications 
also applies to the White Sox’s ball-
park, as well as bars, restaurants and 
other businesses, and comes amid 
an increase in the number of cases 
in Chicago and Illinois, particularly 
among young adults. Just this week, 
state	public	health	officials	announced	
that the lifting of some restrictions 
was being delayed because of increas-
ing numbers of COVID-19 infections 
and hospitalizations since mid-March. 

Both the Cubs and the White 
Sox will be allowed to admit as 
much as 25% percent capacity. 
For Wrigley Field, that means 
a maximum of a little more 
than 10,000 fans in the stands. 
Many more are expected to 

watch the game from nearby bars and 
restaurants that are routinely crowded 
with fans during home games. Those 
establishments are limited to 50% 
capacity, and customers must wear 
masks, just like at Wrigley.

Biden unveils $2T
infrastructure plan
  WASHINGTON—The Biden 
administration’s $1.9 trillion Covid-19 
relief package enacted last month 
aimed to get the economy back on 
track	fast.	Now,	officials	are	set	on	
increasing the speed limit for the 
long term (Wall Street Journal). The 
roughly $2.3 trillion spending proposal 
unveiled Wednesday would make 
investments in infrastructure over the 
coming	decade	that	officials	say	would	
enhance the economy’s productivity, 
such as through public transportation 
upgrades that make it easier for com-
muters to get to their jobs, or rural 
broadband expansion that improves 
workplace technology. Economists say 
those types of changes could enable 
the economy to grow more rapidly 
over the long term and lift living stan-
dards without triggering worrisome 
inflation.	But	critics,	including	business	

groups and many Republican lawmak-
ers, say the administration’s plan to 
pay for the measures through tax 
increases will damp investment, un-
dercutting the boost to growth. Some 
note the plan will add to federal bud-
get	deficits,	at	least	temporarily.	And	
some observers say parts of the pack-
age won’t do much to raise productiv-
ity and change the economy’s long-
term growth trajectory. “It depends 
on the investment,” Alan Auerbach, an 
economist at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, said of the potential for 
raising long-term growth. “Anything 
that makes workers more productive 
and private businesses more produc-
tive would all seem to be helpful.” 

Braun reacts to 
Biden proposal
  WASHINGTON — U.S. Sena-
tor Mike Braun (R-IN) released the 
following statement regarding Presi-
dent Biden’s $2 trillion infrastructure 
proposal.  “As the former CEO of a 
logistics and transportation company, 
I	know	firsthand	that	we	need	to	up-
date our infrastructure, but this pack-
age must be targeted towards roads 
and bridges, and not used as a vehicle 
for irrelevant liberal policies that raises 
taxes on America’s job creators and 
their families. President Biden’s refusal 
to work with Republicans, yet again, 
reaffirms	the	Democrats’	‘my-way-or-
the-highway’ approach towards run-
ning Washington.” 

2 Indy bars receive
COVID violations
 
  INDIANAPOLIS — Two down-
town establishments received notices 
of violation last weekend from the 
Marion County Department of Public 
Health (WRTV). The Patron Saint and 
Tiki Bob’s, both located in the 200 
block of South Meridian Street, were 
cited, according to Aliya Wishner, a 
spokesperson for the health depart-
ment. “Both were very cooperative in 
correcting issues, including making 
announcements to socially-distance 
and wear masks,” Wishner said.
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