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   2018 Legislation
                                                    Click on the Enrolled Act numbers to get to the full text of the bill
	Enrolled Act
	Synopsys of Applicable Provisions
Additional text has been added in some sections to supplement the iga.IN.gov digest

Sections of the iga.IN.gov digest irrelevant to libraries have been excluded  
	Effective

Date

	HEA 1002
Workforce funding and programs
	The applicable part of this bill provides that an employer is eligible for an adult education grant equal to the lesser of $500 or the employer's out-of-pocket expenditures for each eligible employee who obtains a high school diploma or a high school equivalency diploma through a program organized or funded by the employer. Specifies criteria for an individual to be an eligible employee of an employer that is eligible for an adult education grant. 
	July 1,2018

	HEA 1003
Streamlining agency reporting requirements
	In pertinent part, repeals the requirement that the office of management and budget (OMB) perform a cost benefit analysis of certain rules for the three year period following the effective date of an administrative rule. 
Repeals a statute that allows: (1) state agencies to submit comments on proposed legislation to OMB; and (2) OMB to review, amend, and transmit the comments to the legislative services agency for posting on the general assembly's web site. 
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

	HEA 1004
Various state and local government streamlining matters
	In pertinent part, provides that the journals, the enrolled acts, the session laws, and the Indiana Code may be distributed in paper or electronic format. Requires that copies of the journals, the session laws, and the Indiana Code must be provided to public libraries located in Indiana that participate in the federal depository library program. 
Repeals a provision in the code that required the Legislative Services Agency to provide a copy of the Indiana Code and all supplements to every state agency and every public library. 

Requires a meeting for receiving quotes must be open to the public. Provides that certain quotes shall be reported to the board during the public meeting at which the contract is considered. 
Specifies that an employee drug testing program must have been effective and applied at the time of the solicitation for bids for a public works project. Allows the board to keep on file a copy of the contractor's policy submitted in the current calendar year or previous two calendar years to satisfy the requirement for submitting a policy unless the policy has been revised. 
Specifies that the fire and building safety commission (commission) shall include citations to specific provisions of state law regarding the fire safety laws and the building laws that are the basis for a denial of an ordinance or other regulation of a political subdivision that is submitted for approval by the commission. 
 Urges the legislative council to assign to an appropriate interim study committee the subject of costs and benefits related to publication of certain reports
	In effect

upon passage
In effect upon passage
July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

	HEA 1036
Unemployment insurance

	Excludes worker's compensation and occupational diseases compensation payments from the definition of "wages" for unemployment insurance purposes. 
Establishes a flat fee of $12 as the employer's collection fee for withholding amounts from an individual's income to repay unemployment insurance benefit overpayments. Half of the fee shall be paid by the individual subject to the withholding and the other half paid by the department of workforce development. 
Allows an individual to request a review by the commissioner of the department of workforce development or the commissioner's designee of an adverse decision following an administrative hearing in which the individual contests the income withholding.
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

	HEA 1065
Broadband grants and high speed Internet service
	Authorizes the office of community and rural affairs (office) to award grants to qualified broadband providers in connection with qualified broadband projects involving the deployment of infrastructure to provide qualified broadband service in unserved areas in Indiana. 
Defines "qualified broadband service" as a connection to the Internet at an actual speed of at least 10 megabits per second downstream and at least one megabit per second upstream, regardless of the technology used. 
Defines an "unserved area" as a geographic area in Indiana in which there is not at least one provider of terrestrial broadband service at the designated speeds. See bill for more.
Directs the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission to study certain topics regarding universal service reform and broadband services in Indiana and issue a report to the interim study committee on energy, utilities, and telecommunications before October 1, 2018
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

In effect upon passage



	HEA 1109
Various pension matters
	Removes a requirement that only active members of the public employees' retirement fund (PERF) and the Indiana teachers' retirement fund (TRF) may make rollover distributions into annuity savings accounts (ASA) from other qualified retirement accounts. 
Allows any PERF or TRF member who terminates employment and is not currently employed in a covered position or for the same employer to suspend fund membership, retain the member's creditable service, and withdraw all or part of the amount in the member's ASA before retirement. 
Requires employers eligible to purchase death benefit fund coverage for certain employees to pay for the coverage annually rather than quarterly. 
Revises the effective date of participation by a political subdivision joining PERF from the earlier of January 1 or July 1 to a date approved by the INPRS board of trustees, but not later than 60 days after the date the political subdivision's PERF participation is approved. 
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018



	HEA 1242

State and Local Administration
	In relevant part, repeals the establishment of the next level Indiana fund for the public employee deferred compensation plan and an alternative investment program for the annuity savings account of public employee retirement plans. 
Requires state and local employees, contractors, and subcontractors whose duties include access to confidential tax information obtained from the IRS or from an authorized secondary source to submit to and update background checks. 
	July 1, 2018
January 1, 2019

	HEA 1257
State use program
	Changes references of "person with a severe disability" to "individual with a disability" in the public purchasing laws and the laws concerning the committee for the purchase of products and services of individuals with a disability (committee). Defines "individual with a disability". Amends the definition of "qualified agency". Provides that a governmental body's purchasing agent must determine if a product or service is within 10% of the fair market price. Adds a nonvoting member to the committee who represents a central coordinating agency. Amends the requirements for a state use products and services catalog. Requires the committee to contract with a central coordinating agency.
	July 1, 2018

	HEA 1262
Public funds and tax refund intercepts
	Provides that certain restrictions requiring deposits of public funds to be made within the territorial limits of a political subdivision apply to funds invested in: (1) transaction accounts; and (2) certificates of deposit in a depository designated by the state board of finance but not by the local board of finance. Provides that an ordinance or resolution authorizing funds to be invested in such certificates of deposit expires not later than one year (rather than two years, under current law) after the ordinance or resolution is adopted. 
Revises the procedures involved when a political subdivision seeks a set off of a tax refund from the department of state revenue for debts owed to the political subdivision by a debtor. Repeals a provision pertaining to hearings with debtors on disputed debts that are owed to political subdivisions that use the tax refund set off process.
	July 1, 2018
Effective retroactive to

January 1, 2018



	HEA 1316ss
Sales Taxes and Tax Credits
	In relevant part, provides a sales tax exemption for sales of the following property by a public library (or a charitable organization formed to support a public library): (1) Items in the library's circulated and publicly available collections, including items from the library's holdings. (2) Items that would typically be included in the library's circulated and publicly available collections and that are donated by individuals or organizations to a public library (or to a charitable organization formed to support a public library).    
	July 1, 2018

	HEA 1412
Libraries
	Merges the Indiana historical bureau (bureau) into the Indiana state library (library) as a division of the library. (Current law specifies that the bureau and the library are separate divisions of the Indiana library and historical department (ILHD).) Specifies that: (1) the ILHD shall manage the library; and (2) the library shall manage the bureau. Requires the director of the library to appoint a deputy director of the bureau. (Current law requires the board of the ILHD to appoint a director of the bureau.) Removes the Deputy Director of the Historical Bureau from the state oversight committee on public records. Repeals provisions concerning: (1) the state library and historical building; (2) the location of facilities housing the state archives; (3) acceptance of gifts by the Indiana library and historical board; (4) payments by the library to public library districts; and (5) the historic library building improvement matching grant program. 
Language is updated to clarify the two processes by which a new library district may be created. Additionally, where possible, language has been changed to match the petition process in the IC 36-12-5.

Incorporates a change which would allow (but not require) libraries to sell non-resident cards to individuals from other states without going through the process of getting an interstate compact agreement in place with a library across the border. This is a discretionary provision, as always, it is up to the local library to set the policy. 

Clarification is provided in terms of who is eligible to sign a remonstrance or a petition – taxpayers in the area into which the library is expanding. Additionally, certain language will be required to appear on each page of a petition or remonstrance where signatures are affixed so people know what they are signing if they are not signing the first page of a petition or remonstrance. 

Language is amended to make the library card laws for class 2 libraries the same as the library card laws for class 1 libraries.   

Adds language stating that if there is a process for dissolving a class 2 public library stated in the library’s charter, that process pre-empts the dissolution process provided by the law. 
In the Leasing of Library Property laws, language has been amended to reflect the possibility that there may not be a landowner who lives in the district of the municipal corporation who is qualified to do appraisals. The language has also been updated to reflect the possibility that the appraisers may come up with different valuations for the property.  
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

 

	SEA 236
Say’s Firefly as state insect
	Say's Firefly designated as state insect. Designates Pyractomena angulata, also known as "Say's Firefly", as the official state insect of Indiana.
	July 1, 2018

	SEA 290
Worker’s Compensation
	Establishes a time frame for the payment of compensation under a settlement agreement, a permanent partial impairment agreement, and an award of compensation ordered by a single hearing member of the worker's compensation board (board). Provides that an employer that fails to make a timely payment is subject to a civil penalty. 
Requires an employer that has mobile or remote employees to convey information about worker's compensation coverage to the employer's employees in an electronic format or in the same manner as the employer conveys other employment related information. 
Allows the electronic filing of certain documents with the board. 
Provides that a permanently, totally disabled worker must reapply to the second injury fund for a wage replacement benefit every three years instead of every 150 weeks. 
Requires the reporting of workplace injuries needing medical attention beyond first aid instead of injuries causing an absence from work for more than one day. Provides that reporting requirements for workplace injuries are intended to be consistent with the recording requirements set out in the United States Occupational Safety and Health Administration's regulations. 
Changes from $50 per employee to $100 per day the civil penalty for an employer's failure to provide proof of worker's compensation coverage. 
Revises the definition of employer to include corporations, limited liability companies, limited liability partnerships, and other entities that have common control and ownership. 
Makes conforming amendments for occupational diseases compensation. 
Establishes the assigned risk plan (plan) administered by the worker's compensation rating bureau (bureau). Provides that the plan may be substantially modified or eliminated only as the general assembly provides by statute. 
Urges the legislative council to assign to an appropriate interim study committee the task of studying increases to the benefit schedules for worker's compensation and occupational diseases compensation.
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

In effect upon passage



	SEA 300
Disposal of surplus state personal property.
	Provides that surplus state personal property that is sold to the general public must be sold either at an auction conducted by an auctioneer licensed in Indiana or through an online auction. Provides that if an auctioneer is engaged to conduct the auction, the commissioner of the department of administration must give preference to an auctioneer who is a resident of Indiana to conduct the auction. Provides that when a state agency uses an Internet auction site to sell the agency's surplus property the purchasing agency shall give preference in selection of the Internet  auction site to Internet auction sites owned or operated by a person who is licensed auctioneer in Indiana.
	July 1, 2018

	SEA 372
Notarial acts.
	Makes technical changes to standardize language concerning registration of trademarks and regulation related to notarial acts. 
Specifies requirements related to notarial acts, including use of electronic documentation and technology for electronic notarial acts. 
Requires the secretary of state to adopt rules related to electronic notarial acts and remote notarial acts. 
Specifies requirements for remote notarial acts, including: (1) registration of a remote notary public; (2) certification of and record keeping related to remote notarial acts; (3) use of audio visual communication and recording; (4) verification of credentials; and (5) maintenance of records. 
	July 1, 2019
July 1, 2019

In effect upon passage

July 1, 2019



	SEA 373
Pension supplemental allowance reserve accounts.
	In pertinent part, establishes supplemental allowance reserve accounts (reserve accounts) within the legislators' defined benefit plan, the state excise police, gaming agent, gaming control officer, and conservation enforcement officers' retirement plan (EGC), the public employees' retirement fund (PERF), and the pre-1996 and 1996 accounts of the Indiana state teachers' retirement fund (TRF) for the purpose of paying postretirement benefit increases, thirteenth checks, and other benefit changes or adjustments granted by the general assembly after June 30, 2018. 
Requires that, after June 30, 2018, the state lottery commission (commission) transfer each quarter $7,500,000 of the surplus revenue from the  commission's administrative trust fund to the Indiana public retirement system (INPRS) for credit first to the pension stabilization fund and second to one or more of the reserve accounts as allocated by the INPRS board of trustees (board). (Current law transfers this amount to the pension stabilization fund.)
Requires the contribution rate established by the INPRS board for 2019 and each year thereafter to include a surcharge that is paid to the applicable reserve account in an amount not to exceed 1% of the employer's payroll that is attributable to those employees who are members of PERF, the 1996 TRF account, or EGC.
Provides that all amounts in the reserve account are available to pay postretirement benefit increases, thirteenth checks, or other benefit changes or adjustments, but a postretirement benefit increase, thirteenth check, or other benefit change or adjustment may be granted by the general assembly: (1) only in an odd-numbered calendar year; and (2) only if the postretirement benefit increase, thirteenth check, or other benefit change or adjustment: (A) may be funded from the uncommitted balance in the reserve account of the particular fund or plan; and (B) may be paid in the same amount or percentage, or by using the same formula or computation method, to members of each of the funds and plans. 
Provides that the board may not pay a postretirement benefit change or adjustment, including a postretirement benefit increase, thirteenth check, or other benefit change or adjustment granted by the general assembly after June 30, 2018, unless the change or adjustment is actuarially prefunded.
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018

July 1, 2018



	SEA 392
Local government matters.
	In applicable part, provides that if a public record is in an electronic format, a state or local government agency (excluding the office of the county recorder) shall provide an electronic copy or a paper copy of the public record, at the option of the person making the request for the public record. 
Prohibits, with certain exceptions, a state or local government agency from charging a fee for providing a public record by electronic mail. 
	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018



	SEA 431
Immunity for reports of suspected abuse or neglect.
	Provides immunity from civil and criminal liability for: (1) a person who assists with or participates; and (2) a health care provider who provides professional intervention; in an investigation by the department of child services resulting from a report that a child may be a victim of child abuse or neglect. 
Provides that the immunity provisions do not apply (1) to actions brought against qualified health care providers for medical malpractice; or (2) for a person who has acted with gross negligence or willful or wanton misconduct. 

	July 1, 2018
July 1, 2018

	SEA 438
Study committee of state agency management.
	Urges the legislative council to assign to the appropriate interim study committee the task of studying issues relating to effective legislative oversight, including: (1) modernization of state government reporting framework to integrate financial, performance, and enterprise risk management; and (2) establishment of periodic and systematic performance reviews of state programs to ensure that state programs are implemented and administered efficiently, effectively, and in a manner consistent with legislative intent. 
Urges the legislative council to assign to the appropriate interim study committee the task of studying issues relating to the benefits of implementing internal control  procedures for state government that ensure verification of the number of work hours reported or billed by state contractors or state employees.
	In effect upon passage

In effect upon passage



	HCR 58
	RECOGNIZING DEBBIE RZEPCZYNSKI, LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY EMPLOYEE. (Rep. Julie Olthoff)
	

	HCR 59
	RECOGNIZING THE LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY. (Rep. Julie Olthoff)
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