[image: image1.jpg]


                 2017 Legislation
      Click on the Enrolled Act numbers to get to the full text of the bill
The following may be of interest to Indiana public libraries.

	Enrolled Act
	Synopsys of Applicable Provisions
	Effective

Date

	SEA 46
	Various pension matters. Establishes a single special death benefit fund to replace the two separate death benefit funds established under current law to pay death benefit claims to the beneficiaries of public safety officers or other state public employees who die in the line of duty.
Provides that if survivor benefits under PERF or TRF are forfeited for the failure of a survivor to claim the benefits within three years of the death of a member, the money to pay the benefits must be credited in the manner provided by the board of trustees of the Indiana public retirement system, rather than to PERF or TRF specifically.
	July 1, 2017

	SEA 293
	Animals. Urges the legislative committee to assign to the appropriate interim study committee the topic of federal and state law concerning service and assistance animals and the permissible uses of service and assistance animals, including emotional support animals and therapy animals, in public accommodations.
	April 21, 2017

	SEA 312
	Use of criminal history in hiring. The most relevant part of the bill for libraries/employers provides that criminal history information concerning an employee or former employee may not be introduced against an employer, an employer's  agents, or an employer's employees in a civil action based on the employee's or the former employee's conduct if: 
(1) the criminal history information does not bear a direct relationship to the facts underlying the civil action; 
(2) the records of the criminal case have been sealed; 
(3) the criminal conviction has been reversed, vacated, or expunged; (4) the employee or former employer has received a pardon for the criminal conviction; or 
(5) the arrest or charge did not result in a criminal conviction.
	July 1, 2107

	SEA 348
	Regulation of signs. Provides that an ordinance or a regulation of a political subdivision relating to the number or size of signs is unenforceable beginning 60 days before an election and ending at the beginning of the sixth day after the election. 
Provides that for purposes of the statute, a "sign" refers to a sign, the surface area of which is not greater than 32 square feet. (Provides that the measurement of the surface area of a sign that has two faces is determined by measuring the surface area of only one of the faces if the faces are mounted back to back and the measure of the angle between the faces is not more than 15 degrees.) 
Provides that the statute does not prohibit a political subdivision from enforcing a regulation relating to the number or size of signs at any time if necessary to ensure public safety. 
	July 1, 2017

	SEA 386
	Property taxation. Among other things, makes procedural changes and technical corrections to various property tax provisions in the Indiana Code that relate to property tax assessments, reviews, appeals, and refunds. 

Makes various changes related to property tax appeals.  
Provides that the last day for the county assessor to provide assessed values of real property to the county auditor is July 1 (rather than June 1, under current law).
Allows a taxpayer to receive retroactive tax exemption under certain specified conditions.
	Some provisions are effective 
April 28, 2017,
 some are effective
July 1, 2017,
 and some are retroactively in effect.

	SEA 447
	Child Services. Provides that reports of suspected child abuse or neglect may now be made in writing as well as verbally.
Prevents public institutions, agencies, schools and other entities from establishing any policy that restricts or delays the duty of an employee or individual to make a report of suspected child abuse or neglect. 
Slightly modifies the reporting process when someone makes an “on the job” report as an employee of a public institution. Now, the report must be made by the employee first, and then the employee must notify the individual in charge of the public institution, agency, school, etc. Previously, the employee was required to notify the individual in charge and the individual in charge had an obligation to make the report.
	July 1, 2017

	SEA 539
	Notaries public. Sets forth new requirements for notaries. Among other things: describes permitted notarial acts, specifies records that should be should be notarized, specifies how the identity of a principal may be authenticated, specifies the components of notary seals. 
Requires that notary stamping devices must be secured. Prohibits the use of a stamping device by any person other than the authorized notary public. Describes how stamping devices must be disposed of when a notary public's commission ends. 
Describes eligibility requirements for a notary public and requires a notary public to secure an assurance in the amount of $25,000. Currently, a $5,000 bond is required.
Specifies acts that a notary public is prohibited from taking. Prohibits a notary public from engaging in false or misleading advertising. 
Allows a notary public to charge not more than $10 for certain notarial acts. Previously, a notary public could not charge more than $2. Allows a notary public to charge for travel expenses.
	July 1, 2018

	SEA 567
	Distressed and Fiscally Impaired Political Subdivisions. Among other things, makes changes to the Distressed Unit Appeal Board (DUAB) including membership, duties, and powers. 
Designates the Gary Community School Corporation as a distressed political subdivision and sets out certain requirements related thereto. 
Designates the Muncie Community Schools as a fiscally impaired school corporation and sets out certain requirements related thereto.  
Replaces and adds conditions for terminating a political subdivisions’s distressed status. Adds, removes, modifies, and rearranges the duties and powers of an emergency manager regarding all political subdivisions and makes certain changes with regard to distresses school corporations.
	April 28, 2017

	HEA 1031
	State Examiner findings. Specifies requirements for corrective action when audited entities fail to comply with certain guidelines or laws. 
Requires an audited entity to file a corrective action plan following findings of noncompliance in two consecutive examination reports. 
Specifies actions that the audit committee may take if an audited entity fails to comply with a corrective action plan.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1043
	Referendum and remonstrance process. Increases the threshold used for purposes of determining whether a capital project is a controlled project as follows: 
(1) In the case of a resolution adopted after December 31, 2017, and before January 1, 2019, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or to enter into a lease for the project, the threshold is increased from $2,000,000 to $5,000,000. 
(2) In the case of a resolution adopted after December 31, 2018, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease for the project, the threshold is increased by applying the assessed value growth quotient for the year to the threshold amount determined for the preceding year. 
Specifies that a capital project is also a controlled project if the cost of the project will exceed: 
(1) 1% of the total gross assessed value of property within the political subdivision, if that total gross assessed value is more than $100,000,000; or 
(2) $1,000,000, if the total gross assessed value of property within the political subdivision is not more than $100,000,000. 
Increases the thresholds used for applying the petition and remonstrance process and referendum process as follows: 
(1) In the case of an ordinance or resolution adopted after December 31, 2017, and before January 1, 2019, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or to enter into a lease for the project, the threshold is increased from $12,000,000 to $15,000,000 for any civil unit project. 
(2) In the case of an ordinance or resolution adopted after December 31, 2018, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease for the project, the threshold is increased by applying the assessed value growth quotient for the year to the threshold amount determined for the preceding year. 
Provides that a civil unit project is also subject to the referendum process if the cost of the project will exceed: 
(1) 1% of the total gross assessed value of property within the political subdivision, if that total gross assessed value is more than $100,000,000; or 
(2) $1,000,000, if the total gross assessed value of property within the political subdivision is not more than $100,000,000. 
Provides that a controlled project for which a political subdivision makes a preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease is subject to the referendum process if the sum of: 
(1) the cost of that controlled project; plus 
(2) the costs of all other controlled projects for which the political subdivision has previously adopted within the preceding 365 days an ordinance or resolution making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease for those other controlled projects; exceeds $25,000,000. 
Requires that a political subdivision's notice of the preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease for a controlled project must also include information concerning the estimated amount of the political subdivision's debt service levy and rate that will result during the following 10 years if the political subdivision issues the bonds or enters into the lease, after also considering any changes that will occur to the debt service levy and rate during that period on account of any outstanding bonds or lease obligations that will mature or terminate. 
Provides that a petition objecting that a political subdivision has divided a controlled project in order to avoid the requirements of the petition and remonstrance process or the referendum process must be filed with the department of local government finance (DLGF) not more than 10 days after the political subdivision gives notice of the political subdivision's determination to issue bonds or enter into leases for the capital project. Specifies that if the DLGF determines that a political subdivision divided a controlled project in order to avoid the referendum requirements and the political subdivision continues to desire to proceed with the project, the political subdivision may appeal the determination of the DLGF to the Indiana board of tax review. Specifies that a political subdivision shall be considered to have divided a capital project in order to avoid the requirements of the petition and remonstrance process or the referendum process if the result of one or more of the subprojects cannot reasonably be considered an independently desirable end in itself without reference to another capital project. 
Requires a political subdivision to: 
(1) conduct at least two public hearings on a preliminary determination concerning a controlled project (rather than one hearing under current law); and 
(2) make certain information available to the public at each of the public hearings. 
Provides that if a referendum for a controlled project or for a school operating referendum fund property tax levy is defeated, another referendum may not be held earlier than 700 days after the date of the first referendum (rather than 350 days under current law). Specifies that the 350 day limit applies if a sufficient petition requesting that limit is submitted by property owners or voters. Applies to a referendum that takes place after June 30, 2017.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1129
	Local income tax and state sales tax matters. Among other things,
specifies that, for a county that adopted a levy freeze under the former county adjusted gross income tax (CAGIT) or county option income tax (COIT), the levy freeze must be funded using a minimum levy freeze rate that may not be decreased or rescinded unless the levy freeze dollar amount can be funded by a lower levy freeze rate for a year. 
Specifies that the maximum levy freeze tax rate is one percent (1%). 
Requires the adopting body to adopt an ordinance to lower the levy freeze tax rate to a rate approved by the DLGF. 
Requires that the allocation of property tax credits must be on the basis of the percentage of property tax replacement revenue within a property category. 
Removes real property, a mobile home, and industrialized housing that would qualify as a homestead if the taxpayer had filed for a homestead credit or the standard deduction and real property consisting of units that are regularly used to rent or otherwise furnish residential accommodations for periods of at least thirty (30) days from the list of real property that may be provided a homestead credit. 
	Some provisions effective: 
-Jan. 1 2017 Retroactive

-July 1, 2017

	HEA 1450
	Property tax matters. Among other things, provides that a political subdivision must upload a copy of a contract that the political subdivision enters into after June 30, 2016, to the Indiana transparency Internet web site if the total cost of the contract exceeds $50,000. 
Provides that both the executive of a political subdivision and a majority of the members of the fiscal body of a political subdivision may independently request technical assistance from the distressed unit appeal board in helping prevent the political subdivision from becoming a distressed political subdivision. 
Authorizes, but does not require, the DLGF to adopt rules to limit the basis of payment for services provided by professionals who work on capital projects to a fee for service agreement. 
Repeals the requirements that the budget agency publish by May 1 each year an estimate of the total amount of statewide distributions of local income tax revenue for: (1) the following two years, in an odd-numbered year; and (2) the following year, in an even-numbered year. 
	Some provisions effective: 

-June 30, 2017

-April 28, 2017
-Jan. 1 2017 Retroactive

-July 1, 2017

	HEA 1154
	Unemployment insurance. Broadens the Department of Workforce Development’s ability to provide required employer notices and information in a manner other than by U.S. Mail. However, provides that an employer may request to receive notices through U.S. Mail and that such request must be made on a Department of Workforce Development form.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1272
	Local government matters. Provides that if a newspaper does not refuse to publish a timely notice, but subsequently fails to publish it, notice is nonetheless sufficient if the notice is timely posted: 
(1) in printed form, in three prominent places in the political subdivision; or 
(2) on the political subdivision's Internet web site.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1295
	Disposal of real property. Previously, if a library wanted to sell property owned by the library to an abutting property owner, the library could negotiate with the abutting property owner if the assessed value of the real property was less than $15,000. The library did not have to get the property appraised and sell it by public bidding. Beginning July 1, 2017, the library board can adopt a resolution raising the threshold of the property value for which the library may negotiate a sale of the real property to an abutting landowner instead of having the property appraised and sold by public bidding.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1395
	Appointments to local boards. Provides that if, after the expiration of the term of an appointed member of a local board, the vacancy is not filled by the appointing authority within 90 days after the expiration of the term, the county chairman of the political party of the member whose term has expired shall make the appointment. This extends the permitted holdover time for a board member from 60 to 90 days past the expiration of their term. However, if there is still no new appointment at the end of the 90 day period, the original appointing authority loses the right to make the appointment.
	July 1, 2017

	HB 1470
	Government Information. Among other things, provides standards for the access of the legislative services agency (LSA) to information held by a state or local governmental entity. 
Establishes the position of state data officer and a management performance hub (MPH) in the office of management and budget (OMB) to complete various tasks related to the collection, analysis, and exchange of state and local government information. 
Requires governmental entities that are required by law to submit data for publication on a governmental Internet web site (web site) to submit the data on a prescribed form. 
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1537
	Pension thirteenth checks. Provides for thirteenth checks in 2017 and 2018 for certain members of the public employment retirement fund.
	July 1, 2017


The Following may be of interest to the State Library.
	Enrolled Act
	Synopsys of Applicable Provisions
	Effective

Date

	SEA 413
	Opportunity to correct violations. Imposes a duty on certain state agencies under certain circumstances to give a person an opportunity to correct an alleged violation of a state rule or state statute that is discovered in an inspection.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1001
	State Biennial Budget. 
SCHOOL AND LIBRARY INTERNET CONNECTION

Total Operating Expense 2017-2018: $1,500,000 / 2018-2019: $1,500,000

Build Indiana Fund (IC 4-30-17-3)

Total Operating Expense 2017-2018: $3,500,000 / 2018-2019: $3,500,000

Of the above appropriations, $3,415,000 each year shall be used for schools under IC 4-34-3-4, and $1,585,000 each year shall be used for libraries under IC 4-34-3-2, including schools and libraries that are not part of the ENA consortium.
INSPIRE (IC 4-34-3-2)  2017-2018: $1,382,250 / 2018-2019: $1,382,250

FOR THE STATE LIBRARY

Personal Services  2017-2018: $2,397,624 / 2018-2019: $2,397,624

Other Operating Expense 2017-2018: $203,611 / 2018-2019: $203,611

STATEWIDE LIBRARY SERVICES

Total Operating Expense 2017-2018: $1,274,428 / 2018-2019: $1,274,428

The above appropriations for statewide library services will be used to provide services to libraries across the state. These services may include, but will not be limited to, programs, including Wheels, I*Ask, and professional development. The state library shall identify statewide library services that are to be provided by a vendor. Those services identified by the library shall be procured through a competitive process using one (1) or more requests for proposals covering the service.

LIBRARY SERVICES FOR THE BLIND - ELECTRONIC NEWSLINES

Other Operating Expense 2017-2018: $150,000 / 2018-2019 $150,000

ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

Total Operating Expense 2017-2018: $7,046 / 2018-2019: $7,046
FOR THE HISTORICAL BUREAU

Personal Services 2017-2018: $322,346 / 2018-2019: $322,346

Other Operating Expense 2017-2018: $1,674 / 2018-2019: $1,674

HISTORICAL MARKER PROGRAM

Total Operating Expense 2017-2018: $10,175 / 2018-2019: $10,175

	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1100
	Oral history project advisory committee. Requires the historical bureau to establish and maintain an oral history of the general assembly. 
Requires the director of the historical bureau to employ a qualified historian to conduct and preserve interviews of members of the general assembly. 
Requires the historical bureau to: 
(1) share information with the legislative services agency upon request; and 
(2) submit a report to the legislative council on the status of the oral history of the general assembly before July 1, 2018, and upon request thereafter. 
Establishes an advisory committee to advise the historical bureau in establishing the oral history.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1324
	Activation of state employees. Provides that a state employee who is a member of the Indiana National Guard or a reserve component of the armed forces of the United States is entitled to:
(1) a leave of absence without loss of time while on active duty; and (2) compensation in an amount that is equal to the difference between the member's active duty military pay and the salary the member would have received if the member was not called to active duty.
	July 1, 2017

	HEA 1369
	Unnecessary, unused law reports. Requires every state agency to create and submit a report to the Legislative Council by November 1st each year. The report must be in electronic format and contain the following:

(1) a list of all state laws administered by the agency that the agency considers to be in need of change because the laws are no longer necessary or used;

(2) agency’s rational for amendment or repeal; and

(3) the manner in which the agency suggests each amendment should be drafted for amending legislation. 
	July 1, 2017

	Senate

Enrolled Joint Resolution No. 7

	Provides that the total amount of expense appropriations enacted by the general assembly for a biennial budget may not exceed the estimated revenue of the state in the biennial budget period. 

Provides that a state budget enacted by the general assembly must appropriate money for the state's prefunded pension funds in the amount necessary to  actuarially fund the accrued liability of all such pension funds during the budget period. 
Provides that if expenses exceed actual revenue when reconciled at the close of a biennial budget period, the subsequent biennial budget must subtract any shortfall from the projected revenue available for that subsequent biennial budget. 
Allows these requirements to be suspended if at least two-thirds of the members of the house of representatives and at least two-thirds of the members of the senate vote to suspend the requirements.
	April 4, 2017
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