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Paul Hughes Dave Withey 
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OFFICE OF LT. GOVERNOR 
SUZANNE CROUCH 

STATEHOUSE, ROOM 333 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204-2732 

scrouch@lg.in.gov 
(317) 232-4545 

Sept. 15, 2021 

Greetings! 

It is my pleasure to honor our recipients of the 2021 Golden Hoosier Award. 

Since 2008, Hoosiers have been recognized for service to their communities with the 
prestigious Golden Hoosier Award. It is not just one act of community service, but rather 
a lifetime of community service and commitment to serving others that we honor on this 
special occasion. As the 52nd Lt. Governor of Indiana, it is my privilege to continue this 
great tradition of expressing our appreciation to these fine Hoosiers. 

In partnership with the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration’s Division of 
Aging, and with our co-host, AARP Indiana, the Governor and I are so pleased to extend our 
gratitude and our admiration for all who have received this prestigious award. The Golden 
Hoosier Award is the highest honor bestowed upon senior citizens by the state of Indiana. 

Please join us in recognizing these deserving individuals receiving their awards this year. 
These recipients are heroes from every corner of our state and serve their communities in 
many capacities. 

Please enjoy the ceremony and the celebration of Indiana’s Golden Hoosiers! It is 
individual Hoosiers like these who make Indiana great and are moving our state forward 
every day. 

Suzanne Crouch 
Lt. Governor 

Sincerely, 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Jan Bronnenberg, Anderson (Madison County) 
Nominated by Jenny Hamilton 

Retired registered nurse Jan Bronnenberg has devoted more 
than 30 years volunteering her time for the good of others. 
Compassion comes naturally to her. When Jan sees something 
she thinks will benefit others, she responds with passion. Years 
ago, Jan attended a funeral in southern Indiana of a friend who 
was also a nurse. During the ceremony, she noticed a nurse in 

a white uniform and cap that stood at the foot of the casket. This gesture touched 
her so much that she came back and wanted to start a Nursing Honor Guard pro-
gram at Ascension St. Vincent Anderson. After seeking support from leadership, 
Jan had her first service on Sept. 30, 2014. Since then, she has started 16 Nursing 
Honor Guard programs throughout the state of Indiana. There are 27 active 
guard members and seven inactive members. The Nursing Honor Guard has hon-
ored 179 fellow nurses since the program began. Jan also volunteers at the Henry 
County Pregnancy Care Center. She assists with pregnancy testing, maintaining 
the clothing room, and sharing diapers, wipes, formula, food and toys with indi-
viduals reaching out for assistance. Jan continues to discover numerous ways to 
volunteer her time and goes above and beyond to serve others every day! 
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Edna Cox, Centerville (Wayne County) 
Nominated by Jenny Hamilton and Kim Young 

Driven by a compassion for people, Edna Cox has spent over 
35 years devoting her time to assisting seniors and youngsters 
to residents who are homebound in her community. You can 
find Edna serving meals, cleaning and making the Centerville-
Abington Senior Center a warm and welcome place for those 
who visit. When not volunteering at the senior café, you will 

find her delivering meals, shelf-stable items and fresh produce to community resi-
dents who are homebound through the Gleaners program. Edna also assists with 
the judging of various programs for 4-H. When not busy judging all the different 
entries, she keeps herself busy serving food to 4-H visitors. Edna is driven to make 
a difference and is ready to take advantage of any opportunity to learn, share or 
contribute. She stated, “I do what someone needs, I don’t think I do enough. I love 
helping others. This is what life is all about, doing for others.” Edna is an inspira-
tion for us all! 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Jerry Decker, Coatesville (Hendricks County) 
Nominated by Steven Schultz 

Jerry Decker is the perfect example of a dedicated and engaged 
community leader. From serving on the Coatesville Town Coun-
cil and the boards of the sewer and electric plants, he still finds 
time to volunteer to oversee the city’s sewer plant and sewer lift 
stations and resources. 

Jerry has also raised thousands of dollars from various individuals and organizations 
for Coatesville Downtown Revitalization and the Coatesville Historical Society and 
has dedicated his spare time on two complete exterior building remodels in the 
downtown corridor. 

Jerry’s personal motto is—“do what is right for the town and the people”—some-
thing he fulfills daily as he always stands ready to help a person in need. 
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Mary Deering, Union Mills (LaPorte County) 
Nominated by Carrie Campbell 

Throughout her adult life, Mary Deering has helped build and 
shape the community of Union Mills. For several decades, she 
chaired numerous projects for the Union Mills Lions Club Inc. 
and Union Mills Conservation Club. Her work with the Union 
Mills Conservation Club totally reshaped what used to be a 
swamp to a beautiful park that is now a busy community center. 

Mary is also a member of the American Legion Auxiliary Post 295 in Union Mills. 
She continues to organize blood drives, eyeglass collections, mission trips to Mex-
ico, community dinners, fundraisers for children, patriotic youth programs, relief 
funds for veteran/military/families and much more. Although Mary is a retired 
registered nurse, a mother to six, grandmother to 17 and a great-grandmother to 
two, she continues to be a big leader in a small town by working to make her cor-
ner of the world a better place for all. 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Toni Dickover, Noblesville (Hamilton County) 
Nominated by Brenda Myers 

Toni Dickover is well-recognized for her work in saving a great 
community asset for Hamilton County and central Indiana, the 
Nickel Plate Express (the railroad operation under the Nickel 
Plate Heritage Railroad)!  The Nickel Plate Express is featured 
nationally in magazines and in the media as a major regional 
tourism attraction, which brings with it the economic impact of 

travel and tourism. This operation is considered to be one of the most innovative 
and successful in the nation. In 2017, while volunteering at the Nickel Plate Heritage 
Railroad, Toni was approached with an opportunity to run the railroad. She had 
no previous experience running a railroad but had been passionately preserving 
the historic Arcadia Depot and its collections because this landmark was saved by 
her mother and a group of women in the 1960s, and has been lovingly cared for 
by their families ever since. Toni accepted the opportunity and has passionately 
worked to help restore 12.6 miles of track, four train cars, two locomotives and a 
variety of accessories. With a team of paid and unpaid volunteers, she has taken 
the 2018 first-year start-up, which had an amazing 2019, successfully through a 
pandemic and is still going strong. On any given day, you can catch Toni cleaning 
toilets, serving dinners, dressing in costume, reading caboose stories to children, 
managing the business books, buying treats, ordering rail inspections and buying 
diesel fuel. Because of Toni, almost 20,000 people will learn about train history and 
enjoy the train hospitality each year. Toni is a marvel and an inspiration to us all. 
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Charlotte Hastings, Aurora (Dearborn County) 
Nominated by Rick Denton 

Most residents in the city of Aurora are familiar with the name 
Charlotte Hastings. After all, Charlotte has dedicated over 40 
years of her life responding to the needs of her community. 
Some of the organizations Charlotte is involved with, and the 
roles she fills, include being a first responder for Aurora EMS, 
chairperson of the Aurora Sesquicentennial Committee, creator 

of the Aurora Firecracker Craft Show and Festival, founder of the Aurora Riverfront 
Beautification Committee, developer of the Aurora Thunder Regatta, board mem-
ber of Main Street Aurora, chairperson of the committee that successfully brought 
the last remaining World War II LST 325 to Aurora and co-chair of the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial Committee. Charlotte was also the Grand Marshall for 
the 105th Aurora Farmers Fair. To this day, she continues to add value in numerous 
many ways through her volunteer work with many different organizations. Because 
of Charlotte’s devotion, the city of Aurora is a stronger, happier community. 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Art Hennig, Fishers (Hamilton County) 
Nominated by Allison Nicholson 

Art is a major asset for the Fishers Police Department. His role 
at the department is all-encompassing. He is there when needed 
and ready to serve. As a member of the Support Division, Art 
helps organize and run all major internal and external events 
such as National Night Out, Spark!Fishers, Teen Academy, Cadel 
Program and Citizens Academy. He is also the president and 

secretary of the Fishers Police Foundation. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Art 
often used his personal funds to provide the agency with plenty of hand sanitizer 
and cleaning supplies and made certain there were plenty of snacks for officers 
during those long days. He also purchased hand warmers for the officers to keep 
with them in the winter months. When Art is not volunteering at the Fishers Police 
Department, he volunteers with the Fishers Fire Department and the Indy Sports 
Corporation. This year, he spent almost the entire month of March overseeing 
the NCAA March Madness team hosts. He worked countless hours recruiting, as-
signing and organizing the event to make sure that any visiting team would have 
everything it could possibly need. When it comes to sharing the “Hoosier Hospi-
tality,” Art is one of the best! His dedication to the community and his passion to 
service are truly commendable. 
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Julius Hu˜man, Lawrenceburg (Dearborn County) 
Nominated by Samuel Carr 

Many lives have been saved in Lawrenceburg because of Julius 
Huffman. He has been a volunteer firefighter with Bright Fire & 
EMS for over 63 years. Everyone who has lived in Lawrenceburg 
for more than a few years knows who Julius is and the amazing 
job he continues to do. What more can you say about this unsung 
hero and the phenomenal impact he has made in his community? 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Paul Hughes, Newburgh (Warrick County) 
Nominated by Amy Hobbs 

There is nobody more passionate for the mission of Habitat 
for Humanity of Warrick County than Paul Hughes. He has 
served as the president of the board of directors, on-site crew 
leader for every Habitat house built over the past 20 years, and 
manager of the personnel committee, and served on the build-
ing and ReStore committee. Paul leads with a teaching attitude 

that garners trust. He possesses amazing attention for detail, and this is displayed 
in his work. Since Paul joined Habitat for Humanity of Warrick County, he has led 
the team building homes and worked hand-in-hand with families, mentoring them 
through the process. Oftentimes, it’s Paul who hands the families the keys to their 
new homes when they are finished. Many of these families consist of single women 
with children coming out of abusive relationships. They don’t trust anyone, especial-
ly a man. Because of Paul’s compassion, patience and caring heart, they learn that 
not only are not all men bad, but some can be trusted and would teach them a new 
skill that would help them build a better life for themselves and their families. 
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Debbie Kluemper, Milroy (Rush and Shelby Counties) 
Nominated by Charles Cook 

Debbie is a hero of the first order. On a typical day, despite being 
over 70 years of age, you can find Debbie unloading delivery 
trucks and putting food away at her church for their food pan-
try, helping to create food baskets for distribution, working on 
the distribution lines and carry food out to cars. Debbie also 
delivers food boxes to those that are not able to come and get 

them from the food pantry. In addition to volunteering at her church, Debbie 
also volunteers at the Salvation Army Thrift Store. There she checks in and cleans 
donated items and places them on shelves. She also runs the cash register. Previ-
ously, Debbie worked for the Shelbyville school system for over 20 years as an aide 
to severely mentally and physically disabled children. From handing out food kits 
at her church’s pantry, to purchasing and making her own food kits to give away, 
to handling donated items, to working with society’s most love-needing children, 
Debbie has been there. She is willing to give, sacrifice and love her fellow man re-
gardless of age, gender, race, creed or color. Even at her age, Debbie continues to 
work and sacrifice for others in her community. 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Stephen Kovecsi, Gri°th (Lake County) 
Nominated by Judith Schoon 

Perseverance, honor, dignity and determination are perfect de-
scriptions of Stephen Kovecsi. He has dedicated his life to com-
munity service. Stephen has been a volunteer firefighter for 
over 45 years. While everyone else can be seen running out of 
fires, he runs into them. Once Stephen retired from working 
at steel mills, he became a fire department chaplain and serves 

this position with great honor. Even though Stephen lost part of his leg to a blood 
clot, that did not stop him. He came back to serving his community as a firefighter. 
Stephen is an inspiration to us all. 
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Pastor Robert A. Lee, Kokomo (Howard County) 
Nominated by Thomas Tolen 

Robert A. Lee, a U.S. Army veteran, walked away from 14 years 
of secure lucrative employment as a quality control auditor at Eli 
Lilly in Indianapolis to follow his pastoral calling. This calling 
led him to Kokomo. Robert became pastor of Second Mission-
ary Baptist Church and retired after 32 years. Under his leader-
ship, the church grew in membership and outreach ministries. 

Programs added during his pastorate include: The Brotherhood reorganization; 
Lydia Missionary Circle; Starlight Band; the music department; Baptist Training 
Union; Mission Board; and the Board of Music Ministry and Education. Pastor Lee 
led more than one of Kokomo’s largest churches. He utilized the spacious build-
ing to expand the church’s programming and community outreach. The site of 
the old sanctuary, directly across the street from the new church, was saved from 
being razed for a convenient parking lot. Pastor Lee repurposed the building as a 
neighborhood activity center. Through the drama club, Boy Scout troop, the bowl-
ing league and especially the Starlight Band, Pastor Lee used these opportunities 
to connect with Kokomo residents who lived outside of the Black neighborhood. 
He transitioned from a “Black pastor and Black community organizer” to simply a 
community leader. After retiring from his church, the greater Kokomo community 
still calls upon him for his leadership and elected Pastor Lee as trustee for Center 
Township, which includes most of the city of Kokomo. As trustee, Lee has made 
it his responsibility to focus on assisting the poor to ensure their access to certain 
basic necessities (e.g., shelter, utility bills, food clothing, medical needs, burial 
expenses and school supplies). Trustee Lee understands that his office is the “last 
resort” assistance for many. When it comes to being a community leader, Robert 
Lee is one of the best! 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Marlene Lu, Terre Haute (Vigo County) 
Nominated by Theresa Ortega 

Most would describe Marlene Lu as a great connector. She is 
always seeking to connect others who might enjoy a synergy 
for their projects and efforts. Marlene has graced the boards of 
many community, state and national organizations, including 
Trees Inc., Downtown Terre Haute Inc., Downtown Strawberry 
Fest, Arc of Vigo County, Arc of Indiana, Terre Haute Land-

marks, Chinese School of the Wabash Valley, Arts Iliana, Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals, Indiana Freedom Trails and Diversity of The Arc of the 
U.S. She is known for her strategic marketing and promotion advice and for push-
ing relentlessly for employment of disabled citizens and connecting them with 
organizations such as the Will Center, Hamilton Center, Covered Bridge Special 
Education District and IEP Resource Center at Indiana State University. Marlene 
has been a key player with The Arc of the U.S., helping with projects such as the 
first-of-its kind Erskine Green Institute, a $29 million institute/teaching hotel in 
downtown Muncie, designed to train people with disabilities about the hospitality 
and food service industries. She truly embodies what it means to give back to your 
community with no expectations of compensation or glory. 
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Jean McMahan, Sullivan (Sullivan County) 
Nominated by Clint Lamb 

The city of Sullivan’s motto is “take time to care.” Jean McMahan 
embodies what this means. Her influential leadership has 
helped advance Sullivan’s mission and priorities. Jean’s volun-
teerism and drive are all based on her personal experience as a 
former downtown business owner and avid community support-
er. She has been a volunteer at the Sullivan County Community 

Foundation for over 20 years and has worked on several committees, including the 
scholarship committee, asset and development committee, governance and plan-
ning committee, marketing and public relations committee, and the golf outing 
committee. Jean has played an integral role in identifying numerous students 
who qualify for college assistance, and has helped to raise funds to make Sullivan 
County a better place to live, work and play for all ages. Jean’s volunteerism on the 
Sullivan Housing Authority Board has impacted hundreds of families by providing 
safe, secure and reliable housing. Everything she does, she does with heart and the 
notion that she is bettering the community and the people who call it home. 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Linda Morris, Parker City (Randolph County) 
Nominated by Jenny Hamilton 

Since retiring from teaching in 2006, Linda Morris has been 
busy volunteering her time and talents to help improve her 
community for fellow residents. She is a strong, driven, compas-
sionate and reliable leader with excellent problem-solving skills. 
One cause close to her is the Historic Farmland USA Community 
Center. Linda has been a board member since 2018 and is now 

the president. She oversees the daily operations of the center and the remodeling 
of the historic building’s storage area. Dedicated to enhancing the center for the 
community, Linda took on grant writing to help the center continue providing ac-
tivities and entertainment to the citizens of Randolph County. In 2015, Linda and 
five of her friends established a senior center with programs for senior citizens, 
including a meal site and organized exercise classes. This is the only senior cen-
ter in her county. Linda is also an active member of LifeStream Services Advisory 
Council. With her involvement at LifeStream, she has brought nutrition, wellness, 
education and activities to the seniors of Randolph County. Linda also provides 
free tutoring for county students in need and writes math questions for the state 
academic teams. 
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Robert Napier, Liberty (Union County) 
Nominated by Tamara Drudy 

Robert Napier has lived a life committed to honoring veterans 
who served in the wars and conflicts of our nation. As a veteran 
of the United States Air Force, his leadership qualities are un-
paralleled in the small Union County community. For decades, 
Robert has spoken at Veteran’s Day programs in schools and 
visited primary grades’ classroom to ensure that the contribu-

tions of our nation’s heroes do not go unnoticed. He conducts military funerals 
for grieving families of fallen veterans and provides local troops and their families 
with the support they need during all phases of deployment. It’s not unusual for 
Robert to dig deep into his own pockets to see that local troops have creative mili-
tary care packages while serving overseas. He keenly understands first-hand the 
burdens of deployment and that’s why he always stands ready to assist. Robert is a 
true advocate for spreading patriotism and honor to our nation’s heroes. 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Ralph Richards, Fishers (Hamilton County) 
Nominated by Andrew Saykin 

As one of the founding co-chairs of the Community Advisory 
Board for the Indiana Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, 
Ralph Richards is a visionary—he has successfully led the board 
to increase diversity in outreach and engagement of the older 
adult population in the Indianapolis metropolitan area. The 
IADRC is the only Alzheimer’s disease research center in the 

state of Indiana funded by the National Institute on Aging, a division of the National 
Institutes of Health. A major goal of the center is to provide education and outreach 
to under-represented minorities who are at higher risk for developing Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias. Ralph’s work has been vital to meeting this goal. He 
has also been instrumental in advising the center on strategies to increase re-
search participation of African Americans and Black people in Alzheimer’s disease 
research studies. His advice has contributed to significantly increased enroll-
ment of minorities in the IADRC research by 5% in the past five years—which is 
an amazing achievement in this field of research. He has also been a co-author or 
presenter on his work with diverse communities at national and international level 
academic conferences. Ralph is an amazing volunteer in terms of both his strategic 
mindset and interpersonal skills. He is an energetic speaker who loves doing the 

“front line work” of educating audiences while at the same time serving as a leader 
to make positive changes for all. 
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William Rumbaugh, Morgantown (Morgan County) 
Nominated by Jennifer Heller 

William Rumbaugh has spent more than half of his life running 
and caring for the Morgan County Fairgrounds. He makes it his 
mission to ensure events at the fairgrounds run smoothly and 
efficiently. You can often find William supervising repairs, estab-
lishing work that needs to be done, setting up for shows and 
overseeing the grounds caretaker. He is one of the most com-

mitted and valued contributors in his community. 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 

Paul Sinders, Clay City (Clay County) 
Nominated by Vickie Mace 

After a career of 41 years in public education—28 of those years 
as principal at Clay City Junior/Senior High School—Paul 
Sinders continues to serve his community as a Clay County com-
missioner. He has served on the YMCA board, Wabash Valley 
Community Foundation, Clay County Commission Foundation 
and Clay County Corrections Board. Paul is an advisory mem-

ber of the Clay City Center for Family Medicine, the Indiana Rural Health As-
sociation, IU School of Medicine Rural Admissions Committee, Accelerate West 
Central Indiana and Thrive West Central, Clay County Extension Board, Indiana 
Association of County Commissioners, Indiana Farm Bureau, Clay County Drain-
age Board, and the Clay County and state retired teachers associations, and is 
currently president of the Association of Indiana Counties West Central District. 
He also works part time at a local funeral home and attends all his grandchildren’s 
activities. Paul goes above the call of duty with anything he does as long as it en-
hances the quality of life of the residents in Clay County. He is always there to lend 
a helping hand or spearhead a project, no matter how small or large it is. 
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Dave Withey, Indianapolis (Marion County) 
Nominated by Ellen Whitt 

In 2007, Dave Withey retired after a 27-year career in informa-
tion technology to follow a calling that put his handyman skills 
to work by helping low-income senior homeowners with minor 
home repairs. He saw a need and worked to meet that need. Af-
ter a number of years doing this work solo, Dave realized many 
more seniors could be helped if an organization were formed 

to attract other volunteers to assist and to raise needed funds for materials, etc. 
He then led an effort to establish a non-profit entity that created greater structure 
and capacity to serve more low-income seniors and those with disabilities. The 
organization is called NeighborLink Indianapolis. It has grown and developed 
many partnerships since its inception (i.e., CICOA, Central Indiana Community 
Foundation, Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic). While several paid staff have 
been added in the last two years, Dave continues to serve as executive director on 
a strictly volunteer basis. NeighborLink Indianapolis and Dave Withey have one 
mission, and that is to help individuals with disabilities and senior homeowners in 
need to age in place safely and with dignity. 
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Golden Hoosier Humanitarian Award 

Phyllis Menke, Huntingburg (Dubois County) 
Nominated by Steve Schwinghamer 

Solid Midwest values of helping neighbors and community, a 
lifelong dedication to land ecology, the preservation of antiqui-
ties and history, and a devotion to good old-fashioned Hoosier 
hospitality, describes, in part, this year’s Humanitarian Award 
recipient and a treasured Golden Hoosier. 

Phyllis Menke is dedicated to her family as well as philanthropy and environmen-
tal work in her community. And at 96, she’s still the face of her family-owned com-
pany, OFS Brands, which is described as a cross between an educational preserve, 
a reforesting effort, a design retreat and a corporate meeting center. 

Back in the 1960s, when conservation was a less-familiar term, second-generation 
Hoosier leaders Phyllis and Bob Menke noticed the effects of deforestation on 
southern Indiana. They took action with more sustainable production methods, 
established the Indiana Nature Conservancy and began a quest to acquire and 
reforest thousands of eroded acres devastated by industry and agriculture. 

Phyllis purposely stays busy, continuing the restoration, historical and environ-
mental work she did with her husband before his death in 2008. “When you get 
older, you have to have passions,” she said, “otherwise you will shrivel up.” So 
along with giving visitors historical tours of OFS at Cool Springs Campus in Velpen, 
Ind., Phyllis enjoys researching her own family history, quilting, tending to her 
to lush greenery at her Huntingburg home and serving her community, as she has 
done most of her life. One of her philanthropic activities has been the restoration of 
Old Town Hall in Huntingburg, which started in the 1970s. The city and community 
have used the building for many functions, such as meetings, banquets and weddings. 

Supporting her family and her community is a lifelong mission Phyllis will contin-
ue, she said. “I’m not sure how much longer I will be able to do this,” she admitted. 

“But as long as I am able, I will.” 
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Each glass award has been hand-
made by the artisans at Zimmerman 
Art Glass in Corydon, Ind. 
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2021 Golden Hoosier Award Partners 

AARP Indiana 
1 N. Capitol Ave., Suite 1275, Indianapolis, IN 46204 

AARP Indiana is committed to helping Hoosiers 50+ live their best lives possible. 
From sharing practical resources, to holding fun activities and events, AARP is 
providing opportunities to connect and help build an even stronger Indiana for 
all ages to live, work and play. Find out what AARP Indiana is doing in your com-
munity, and enjoy all the Real Possibilities AARP has to offer right here in the 
Hoosier state. Join us for free events on a variety of topics, including securing your 
financial future, caregiving and fraud. Support advocacy initiatives related to in-
creasing financial security, supporting Hoosier family caregivers and making our 
communities more livable for people of all ages. Connect with your community 
and fellow AARP members through volunteer opportunities. Learn more and get 
involved with AARP Indiana. states.aarp.org/indiana 

The Indiana Historical Society 
450 W. Ohio St., Indianapolis, IN 46202 

The Indiana Historical Society collects and preserves Indiana’s unique stories; brings 
Hoosiers together in remembering and sharing the past; and inspires a future 
grounded in our state’s uniting values and principles. IHS is headquartered in the 
Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center—home of the Indiana Experience. 
indianahistory.org 
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The Indiana Division of Aging 
402 W. Washington St., Room W454, Indianapolis, IN 46204 

The Division of Aging (part of the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration) 
is committed to helping Hoosiers find the information and resources they need. 
Our goal is to put knowledge in Hoosiers’ hands so they can make better decisions, 
not only for themselves but also for their loved ones.  We strive to foster networks 
that provide information, access and long-term care options that enhance choice, 
autonomy and quality of life for Hoosiers. We support the development of alterna-
tives to nursing home care and coordinate home- and community-based services 
and funding through the statewide INconnect Alliance network. The INconnect 
Alliance is comprised of 15 Area Agencies on Aging/Aging and Disability Resource 
Centers. These local agencies have been designated to cover 16 geographic regions 
(planning and service areas) within Indiana and are charged with the responsibil-
ity of providing a comprehensive array of services to, and advocating for, the needs 
of Hoosiers residing in their areas. www.in.gov/fssa/da 
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Thank you to our partners... 

This event was organized by the office of the Lieutenant Governor 
and the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration. 

Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch 
Dr. Dan Rusyniak, Secretary, Indiana Family and Social Services Administration 

Sarah K. Renner, Director, Division of Aging 
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	Sept. 15, 2021 
	Greetings! 

	It is my pleasure to honor our recipients of the 2021 Golden Hoosier Award. 
	Since 2008, Hoosiers have been recognized for service to their communities with the prestigious Golden Hoosier Award. It is not just one act of community service, but rather a lifetime of community service and commitment to serving others that we honor on this special occasion. As the 52nd Lt. Governor of Indiana, it is my privilege to continue this 
	great tradition of expressing our appreciation to these fine Hoosiers. 
	In partnership with the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration’s Division of Aging, and with our co-host, AARP Indiana, the Governor and I are so pleased to extend our gratitude and our admiration for all who have received this prestigious award. The Golden Hoosier Award is the highest honor bestowed upon senior citizens by the state of Indiana. 
	Please join us in recognizing these deserving individuals receiving their awards this year. These recipients are heroes from every corner of our state and serve their communities in many capacities. 
	Please enjoy the ceremony and the celebration of Indiana’s Golden Hoosiers! It is individual Hoosiers like these who make Indiana great and are moving our state forward every day. 
	Suzanne Crouch Lt. Governor 
	Suzanne Crouch Lt. Governor 
	Sincerely, 

	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	Jan Bronnenberg, Anderson (Madison County) 
	Jan Bronnenberg, Anderson (Madison County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Jenny Hamilton 
	Nominated by Jenny Hamilton 
	Retired registered nurse Jan Bronnenberg has devoted more than 30 years volunteering her time for the good of others. Compassion comes naturally to her. When Jan sees something 
	she thinks will benefit others, she responds with passion. Years 
	ago, Jan attended a funeral in southern Indiana of a friend who 

	was also a nurse. During the ceremony, she noticed a nurse in a white uniform and cap that stood at the foot of the casket. This gesture touched her so much that she came back and wanted to start a Nursing Honor Guard program at Ascension St. Vincent Anderson. After seeking support from leadership, Jan had her first service on Sept. 30, 2014. Since then, she has started 16 Nursing Honor Guard programs throughout the state of Indiana. There are 27 active guard members and seven inactive members. The Nursing 
	-
	-
	-
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	Edna Cox, Centerville (Wayne County) 
	Edna Cox, Centerville (Wayne County) 
	Edna Cox, Centerville (Wayne County) 
	Nominated by Jenny Hamilton and Kim Young 
	Driven by a compassion for people, Edna Cox has spent over 35 years devoting her time to assisting seniors and youngsters 
	to residents who are homebound in her community. You can find Edna serving meals, cleaning and making the Centerville-
	Abington Senior Center a warm and welcome place for those 

	who visit. When not volunteering at the senior café, you will find her delivering meals, shelf-stable items and fresh produce to community residents who are homebound through the Gleaners program. Edna also assists with the judging of various programs for 4-H. When not busy judging all the different entries, she keeps herself busy serving food to 4-H visitors. Edna is driven to make a difference and is ready to take advantage of any opportunity to learn, share or contribute. She stated, “I do what someone n
	-
	-



	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	Jerry Decker, Coatesville (Hendricks County) 
	Jerry Decker, Coatesville (Hendricks County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Steven Schultz 
	Nominated by Steven Schultz 
	Jerry Decker is the perfect example of a dedicated and engaged community leader. From serving on the Coatesville Town Coun
	-

	cil and the boards of the sewer and electric plants, he still finds 
	time to volunteer to oversee the city’s sewer plant and sewer lift 

	stations and resources. Jerry has also raised thousands of dollars from various individuals and organizations for Coatesville Downtown Revitalization and the Coatesville Historical Society and has dedicated his spare time on two complete exterior building remodels in the downtown corridor. 
	Jerry’s personal motto is—“do what is right for the town and the people”—some
	-

	thing he fulfills daily as he always stands ready to help a person in need. 
	Sect
	Figure


	Mary Deering, Union Mills (LaPorte County) 
	Mary Deering, Union Mills (LaPorte County) 
	Mary Deering, Union Mills (LaPorte County) 
	Nominated by Carrie Campbell 
	Throughout her adult life, Mary Deering has helped build and shape the community of Union Mills. For several decades, she chaired numerous projects for the Union Mills Lions Club Inc. and Union Mills Conservation Club. Her work with the Union Mills Conservation Club totally reshaped what used to be a swamp to a beautiful park that is now a busy community center. 

	Mary is also a member of the American Legion Auxiliary Post 295 in Union Mills. She continues to organize blood drives, eyeglass collections, mission trips to Mexico, community dinners, fundraisers for children, patriotic youth programs, relief funds for veteran/military/families and much more. Although Mary is a retired registered nurse, a mother to six, grandmother to 17 and a great-grandmother to two, she continues to be a big leader in a small town by working to make her corner of the world a better pla
	-
	-



	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	Toni Dickover, Noblesville (Hamilton County) 
	Toni Dickover, Noblesville (Hamilton County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Brenda Myers 
	Nominated by Brenda Myers 
	Toni Dickover is well-recognized for her work in saving a great community asset for Hamilton County and central Indiana, the Nickel Plate Express (the railroad operation under the Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad)!  The Nickel Plate Express is featured nationally in magazines and in the media as a major regional tourism attraction, which brings with it the economic impact of 

	travel and tourism. This operation is considered to be one of the most innovative and successful in the nation. In 2017, while volunteering at the Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad, Toni was approached with an opportunity to run the railroad. She had no previous experience running a railroad but had been passionately preserving the historic Arcadia Depot and its collections because this landmark was saved by 
	her mother and a group of women in the 1960s, and has been lovingly cared for 
	by their families ever since. Toni accepted the opportunity and has passionately 
	worked to help restore 12.6 miles of track, four train cars, two locomotives and a 
	variety of accessories. With a team of paid and unpaid volunteers, she has taken 
	the 2018 first-year start-up, which had an amazing 2019, successfully through a 
	pandemic and is still going strong. On any given day, you can catch Toni cleaning toilets, serving dinners, dressing in costume, reading caboose stories to children, managing the business books, buying treats, ordering rail inspections and buying diesel fuel. Because of Toni, almost 20,000 people will learn about train history and enjoy the train hospitality each year. Toni is a marvel and an inspiration to us all. 
	Sect
	Figure


	Charlotte Hastings, Aurora (Dearborn County) 
	Charlotte Hastings, Aurora (Dearborn County) 
	Charlotte Hastings, Aurora (Dearborn County) 
	Nominated by Rick Denton 
	Most residents in the city of Aurora are familiar with the name 
	Charlotte Hastings. After all, Charlotte has dedicated over 40 
	years of her life responding to the needs of her community. Some of the organizations Charlotte is involved with, and the 
	roles she fills, include being a first responder for Aurora EMS, 

	chairperson of the Aurora Sesquicentennial Committee, creator of the Aurora Firecracker Craft Show and Festival, founder of the Aurora Riverfront Beautification Committee, developer of the Aurora Thunder Regatta, board member of Main Street Aurora, chairperson of the committee that successfully brought the last remaining World War II LST 325 to Aurora and co-chair of the Korean War Veterans Memorial Committee. Charlotte was also the Grand Marshall for the 105th Aurora Farmers Fair. To this day, she continue
	-

	many ways through her volunteer work with many different organizations. Because 
	of Charlotte’s devotion, the city of Aurora is a stronger, happier community. 


	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	Art Hennig, Fishers (Hamilton County) 
	Art Hennig, Fishers (Hamilton County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Allison Nicholson 
	Nominated by Allison Nicholson 
	Art is a major asset for the Fishers Police Department. His role at the department is all-encompassing. He is there when needed and ready to serve. As a member of the Support Division, Art helps organize and run all major internal and external events such as National Night Out, Spark!Fishers, Teen Academy, Cadel Program and Citizens Academy. He is also the president and 

	secretary of the Fishers Police Foundation. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Art often used his personal funds to provide the agency with plenty of hand sanitizer 
	and cleaning supplies and made certain there were plenty of snacks for officers during those long days. He also purchased hand warmers for the officers to keep 
	with them in the winter months. When Art is not volunteering at the Fishers Police Department, he volunteers with the Fishers Fire Department and the Indy Sports Corporation. This year, he spent almost the entire month of March overseeing the NCAA March Madness team hosts. He worked countless hours recruiting, assigning and organizing the event to make sure that any visiting team would have everything it could possibly need. When it comes to sharing the “Hoosier Hospitality,” Art is one of the best! His ded
	-
	-
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	Julius Hu˜man, Lawrenceburg (Dearborn County) 
	Julius Hu˜man, Lawrenceburg (Dearborn County) 
	Nominated by Samuel Carr 
	Many lives have been saved in Lawrenceburg because of Julius 
	Huffman. He has been a volunteer firefighter with Bright Fire & EMS for over 63 years. Everyone who has lived in Lawrenceburg 
	for more than a few years knows who Julius is and the amazing job he continues to do. What more can you say about this unsung hero and the phenomenal impact he has made in his community? 


	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	Paul Hughes, Newburgh (Warrick County) 
	Paul Hughes, Newburgh (Warrick County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Amy Hobbs 
	Nominated by Amy Hobbs 
	There is nobody more passionate for the mission of Habitat for Humanity of Warrick County than Paul Hughes. He has served as the president of the board of directors, on-site crew leader for every Habitat house built over the past 20 years, and manager of the personnel committee, and served on the building and ReStore committee. Paul leads with a teaching attitude 
	-


	that garners trust. He possesses amazing attention for detail, and this is displayed in his work. Since Paul joined Habitat for Humanity of Warrick County, he has led the team building homes and worked hand-in-hand with families, mentoring them through the process. Oftentimes, it’s Paul who hands the families the keys to their 
	new homes when they are finished. Many of these families consist of single women 
	with children coming out of abusive relationships. They don’t trust anyone, especially a man. Because of Paul’s compassion, patience and caring heart, they learn that not only are not all men bad, but some can be trusted and would teach them a new skill that would help them build a better life for themselves and their families. 
	-
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	Figure


	Debbie Kluemper, Milroy (Rush and Shelby Counties) 
	Debbie Kluemper, Milroy (Rush and Shelby Counties) 
	Debbie Kluemper, Milroy (Rush and Shelby Counties) 
	Nominated by Charles Cook 
	Debbie is a hero of the first order. On a typical day, despite being over 70 years of age, you can find Debbie unloading delivery 
	trucks and putting food away at her church for their food pantry, helping to create food baskets for distribution, working on the distribution lines and carry food out to cars. Debbie also delivers food boxes to those that are not able to come and get 
	-


	them from the food pantry. In addition to volunteering at her church, Debbie also volunteers at the Salvation Army Thrift Store. There she checks in and cleans donated items and places them on shelves. She also runs the cash register. Previously, Debbie worked for the Shelbyville school system for over 20 years as an aide to severely mentally and physically disabled children. From handing out food kits at her church’s pantry, to purchasing and making her own food kits to give away, to handling donated items
	-
	-

	work and sacrifice for others in her community. 


	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	Stephen Kovecsi, Gri°th (Lake County) 
	Stephen Kovecsi, Gri°th (Lake County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Judith Schoon 
	Nominated by Judith Schoon 
	Perseverance, honor, dignity and determination are perfect descriptions of Stephen Kovecsi. He has dedicated his life to com
	-
	-

	munity service. Stephen has been a volunteer firefighter for over 45 years. While everyone else can be seen running out of fires, he runs into them. Once Stephen retired from working at steel mills, he became a fire department chaplain and serves 

	this position with great honor. Even though Stephen lost part of his leg to a blood 
	clot, that did not stop him. He came back to serving his community as a firefighter. 
	Stephen is an inspiration to us all. 
	Figure
	Robert A. Lee, a U.S. Army veteran, walked away from 14 years 
	Robert A. Lee, a U.S. Army veteran, walked away from 14 years 



	Pastor Robert A. Lee, Kokomo (Howard County) 
	Pastor Robert A. Lee, Kokomo (Howard County) 
	Pastor Robert A. Lee, Kokomo (Howard County) 
	Nominated by Thomas Tolen 
	of secure lucrative employment as a quality control auditor at Eli Lilly in Indianapolis to follow his pastoral calling. This calling led him to Kokomo. Robert became pastor of Second Missionary Baptist Church and retired after 32 years. Under his leadership, the church grew in membership and outreach ministries. 
	-
	-


	Programs added during his pastorate include: The Brotherhood reorganization; Lydia Missionary Circle; Starlight Band; the music department; Baptist Training Union; Mission Board; and the Board of Music Ministry and Education. Pastor Lee led more than one of Kokomo’s largest churches. He utilized the spacious building to expand the church’s programming and community outreach. The site of the old sanctuary, directly across the street from the new church, was saved from being razed for a convenient parking lot
	-
	-

	expenses and school supplies). Trustee Lee understands that his office is the “last 
	resort” assistance for many. When it comes to being a community leader, Robert Lee is one of the best! 


	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
	Marlene Lu, Terre Haute (Vigo County) 
	Marlene Lu, Terre Haute (Vigo County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Theresa Ortega 
	Nominated by Theresa Ortega 
	Most would describe Marlene Lu as a great connector. She is always seeking to connect others who might enjoy a synergy 
	for their projects and efforts. Marlene has graced the boards of 
	many community, state and national organizations, including Trees Inc., Downtown Terre Haute Inc., Downtown Strawberry Fest, Arc of Vigo County, Arc of Indiana, Terre Haute Land
	-


	marks, Chinese School of the Wabash Valley, Arts Iliana, Society of Government Meeting Professionals, Indiana Freedom Trails and Diversity of The Arc of the 
	U.S. She is known for her strategic marketing and promotion advice and for pushing relentlessly for employment of disabled citizens and connecting them with organizations such as the Will Center, Hamilton Center, Covered Bridge Special Education District and IEP Resource Center at Indiana State University. Marlene has been a key player with The Arc of the U.S., helping with projects such as the 
	-

	first-of-its kind Erskine Green Institute, a $29 million institute/teaching hotel in 
	downtown Muncie, designed to train people with disabilities about the hospitality and food service industries. She truly embodies what it means to give back to your community with no expectations of compensation or glory. 
	Sect
	Figure


	Jean McMahan, Sullivan (Sullivan County) 
	Jean McMahan, Sullivan (Sullivan County) 
	Jean McMahan, Sullivan (Sullivan County) 
	Nominated by Clint Lamb 
	The city of Sullivan’s motto is “take time to care.” Jean McMahan 
	embodies what this means. Her influential leadership has 
	helped advance Sullivan’s mission and priorities. Jean’s volunteerism and drive are all based on her personal experience as a former downtown business owner and avid community supporter. She has been a volunteer at the Sullivan County Community 
	-
	-


	Foundation for over 20 years and has worked on several committees, including the scholarship committee, asset and development committee, governance and planning committee, marketing and public relations committee, and the golf outing committee. Jean has played an integral role in identifying numerous students who qualify for college assistance, and has helped to raise funds to make Sullivan County a better place to live, work and play for all ages. Jean’s volunteerism on the Sullivan Housing Authority Board
	-



	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
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	Linda Morris, Parker City (Randolph County) 
	Linda Morris, Parker City (Randolph County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Jenny Hamilton 
	Nominated by Jenny Hamilton 
	Since retiring from teaching in 2006, Linda Morris has been 
	busy volunteering her time and talents to help improve her community for fellow residents. She is a strong, driven, compassionate and reliable leader with excellent problem-solving skills. One cause close to her is the Historic Farmland USA Community Center. Linda has been a board member since 2018 and is now 
	-


	the president. She oversees the daily operations of the center and the remodeling of the historic building’s storage area. Dedicated to enhancing the center for the community, Linda took on grant writing to help the center continue providing activities and entertainment to the citizens of Randolph County. In 2015, Linda and 
	-

	five of her friends established a senior center with programs for senior citizens, 
	including a meal site and organized exercise classes. This is the only senior center in her county. Linda is also an active member of LifeStream Services Advisory Council. With her involvement at LifeStream, she has brought nutrition, wellness, education and activities to the seniors of Randolph County. Linda also provides free tutoring for county students in need and writes math questions for the state academic teams. 
	-
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	Robert Napier, Liberty (Union County) 
	Robert Napier, Liberty (Union County) 
	Robert Napier, Liberty (Union County) 
	Nominated by Tamara Drudy 
	Robert Napier has lived a life committed to honoring veterans 
	who served in the wars and conflicts of our nation. As a veteran 
	of the United States Air Force, his leadership qualities are unparalleled in the small Union County community. For decades, Robert has spoken at Veteran’s Day programs in schools and visited primary grades’ classroom to ensure that the contribu
	-
	-


	tions of our nation’s heroes do not go unnoticed. He conducts military funerals for grieving families of fallen veterans and provides local troops and their families with the support they need during all phases of deployment. It’s not unusual for Robert to dig deep into his own pockets to see that local troops have creative mili
	-

	tary care packages while serving overseas. He keenly understands first-hand the 
	burdens of deployment and that’s why he always stands ready to assist. Robert is a true advocate for spreading patriotism and honor to our nation’s heroes. 


	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
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	Ralph Richards, Fishers (Hamilton County) 
	Ralph Richards, Fishers (Hamilton County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Andrew Saykin 
	Nominated by Andrew Saykin 
	As one of the founding co-chairs of the Community Advisory Board for the Indiana Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, Ralph Richards is a visionary—he has successfully led the board to increase diversity in outreach and engagement of the older adult population in the Indianapolis metropolitan area. The IADRC is the only Alzheimer’s disease research center in the 

	state of Indiana funded by the National Institute on Aging, a division of the National Institutes of Health. A major goal of the center is to provide education and outreach to under-represented minorities who are at higher risk for developing Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. Ralph’s work has been vital to meeting this goal. He has also been instrumental in advising the center on strategies to increase research participation of African Americans and Black people in Alzheimer’s disease research studie
	-
	-

	presenter on his work with diverse communities at national and international level academic conferences. Ralph is an amazing volunteer in terms of both his strategic mindset and interpersonal skills. He is an energetic speaker who loves doing the 
	“front line work” of educating audiences while at the same time serving as a leader to make positive changes for all. 
	Sect
	Figure


	William Rumbaugh, Morgantown (Morgan County) 
	William Rumbaugh, Morgantown (Morgan County) 
	William Rumbaugh, Morgantown (Morgan County) 
	Nominated by Jennifer Heller 
	William Rumbaugh has spent more than half of his life running 
	and caring for the Morgan County Fairgrounds. He makes it his 
	mission to ensure events at the fairgrounds run smoothly and efficiently. You can often find William supervising repairs, estab
	-

	lishing work that needs to be done, setting up for shows and overseeing the grounds caretaker. He is one of the most com
	-


	mitted and valued contributors in his community. 


	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Recipients 
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	Paul Sinders, Clay City (Clay County) 
	Paul Sinders, Clay City (Clay County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Vickie Mace 
	Nominated by Vickie Mace 
	After a career of 41 years in public education—28 of those years 
	as principal at Clay City Junior/Senior High School—Paul Sinders continues to serve his community as a Clay County com
	-

	missioner. He has served on the YMCA board, Wabash Valley 
	Community Foundation, Clay County Commission Foundation 

	and Clay County Corrections Board. Paul is an advisory member of the Clay City Center for Family Medicine, the Indiana Rural Health Association, IU School of Medicine Rural Admissions Committee, Accelerate West Central Indiana and Thrive West Central, Clay County Extension Board, Indiana Association of County Commissioners, Indiana Farm Bureau, Clay County Drainage Board, and the Clay County and state retired teachers associations, and is currently president of the Association of Indiana Counties West Centr
	-
	-
	-
	-
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	Dave Withey, Indianapolis (Marion County) 
	Dave Withey, Indianapolis (Marion County) 
	Dave Withey, Indianapolis (Marion County) 
	Nominated by Ellen Whitt 
	In 2007, Dave Withey retired after a 27-year career in information technology to follow a calling that put his handyman skills to work by helping low-income senior homeowners with minor home repairs. He saw a need and worked to meet that need. After a number of years doing this work solo, Dave realized many more seniors could be helped if an organization were formed 
	-
	-


	to attract other volunteers to assist and to raise needed funds for materials, etc. 
	He then led an effort to establish a non-profit entity that created greater structure 
	and capacity to serve more low-income seniors and those with disabilities. The organization is called NeighborLink Indianapolis. It has grown and developed many partnerships since its inception (i.e., CICOA, Central Indiana Community 
	Foundation, Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic). While several paid staff have 
	been added in the last two years, Dave continues to serve as executive director on a strictly volunteer basis. NeighborLink Indianapolis and Dave Withey have one mission, and that is to help individuals with disabilities and senior homeowners in need to age in place safely and with dignity. 

	Golden Hoosier Humanitarian Award 
	Golden Hoosier Humanitarian Award 
	Phyllis Menke, Huntingburg (Dubois County) 
	Figure

	Nominated by Steve Schwinghamer 
	Nominated by Steve Schwinghamer 

	Solid Midwest values of helping neighbors and community, a lifelong dedication to land ecology, the preservation of antiquities and history, and a devotion to good old-fashioned Hoosier hospitality, describes, in part, this year’s Humanitarian Award recipient and a treasured Golden Hoosier. Phyllis Menke is dedicated to her family as well as philanthropy and environmental work in her community. And at 96, she’s still the face of her family-owned company, OFS Brands, which is described as a cross between an 
	-
	-
	-

	a reforesting effort, a design retreat and a corporate meeting center. Back in the 1960s, when conservation was a less-familiar term, second-generation Hoosier leaders Phyllis and Bob Menke noticed the effects of deforestation on 
	southern Indiana. They took action with more sustainable production methods, established the Indiana Nature Conservancy and began a quest to acquire and reforest thousands of eroded acres devastated by industry and agriculture. 
	Phyllis purposely stays busy, continuing the restoration, historical and environmental work she did with her husband before his death in 2008. “When you get older, you have to have passions,” she said, “otherwise you will shrivel up.” So along with giving visitors historical tours of OFS at Cool Springs Campus in Velpen, Ind., Phyllis enjoys researching her own family history, quilting, tending to her to lush greenery at her Huntingburg home and serving her community, as she has done most of her life. One o
	-

	Supporting her family and her community is a lifelong mission Phyllis will continue, she said. “I’m not sure how much longer I will be able to do this,” she admitted. “But as long as I am able, I will.” 
	-

	Figure
	Each glass award has been handmade by the artisans at Zimmerman Art Glass in Corydon, Ind. 
	-


	2021 Golden Hoosier Award Partners 
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	AARP Indiana 
	AARP Indiana 

	1 N. Capitol Ave., Suite 1275, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
	AARP Indiana is committed to helping Hoosiers 50+ live their best lives possible. From sharing practical resources, to holding fun activities and events, AARP is providing opportunities to connect and help build an even stronger Indiana for all ages to live, work and play. Find out what AARP Indiana is doing in your com
	-

	munity, and enjoy all the Real Possibilities AARP has to offer right here in the 
	Hoosier state. Join us for free events on a variety of topics, including securing your financial future, caregiving and fraud. Support advocacy initiatives related to increasing financial security, supporting Hoosier family caregivers and making our 
	-

	communities more livable for people of all ages. Connect with your community and fellow AARP members through volunteer opportunities. Learn more and get involved with AARP Indiana. 
	states.aarp.org/indiana 


	The Indiana Historical Society 
	The Indiana Historical Society 
	450 W. Ohio St., Indianapolis, IN 46202 
	The Indiana Historical Society collects and preserves Indiana’s unique stories; brings Hoosiers together in remembering and sharing the past; and inspires a future grounded in our state’s uniting values and principles. IHS is headquartered in the Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center—home of the Indiana Experience. 
	indianahistory.org 
	indianahistory.org 
	indianahistory.org 



	The Indiana Division of Aging 
	The Indiana Division of Aging 
	402 W. Washington St., Room W454, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
	The Division of Aging (part of the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration) 
	is committed to helping Hoosiers find the information and resources they need. 
	Our goal is to put knowledge in Hoosiers’ hands so they can make better decisions, not only for themselves but also for their loved ones.  We strive to foster networks that provide information, access and long-term care options that enhance choice, autonomy and quality of life for Hoosiers. We support the development of alternatives to nursing home care and coordinate home- and community-based services and funding through the statewide INconnect Alliance network. The INconnect Alliance is comprised of 15 Ar
	-

	Centers. These local agencies have been designated to cover 16 geographic regions 
	(planning and service areas) within Indiana and are charged with the responsibility of providing a comprehensive array of services to, and advocating for, the needs of Hoosiers residing in their areas. 
	-
	www.in.gov/fssa/da 


	Thank you to our partners... 
	Thank you to our partners... 
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	This event was organized by the oﬃce of the Lieutenant Governor and the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration. 
	Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch Dr. Dan Rusyniak, Secretary, Indiana Family and Social Services Administration Sarah K. Renner, Director, Division of Aging 








