JUNE 2004 SITTING OF THE INDIANA SUPREME COURT

Thursday, June 17, 2004

9:00 a.m.
Joseph E. Corcoran v. State
After appellant’s murder convictions and death sentence were affirmed on direct appeal, post-conviction proceedings were instituted.  The Allen Superior Court ruled that appellant was competent to waive further review of the conviction and sentence.  This appeal arises from that ruling.  
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PSI Energy, Inc. v. William Lee Roberts, et al.  

A former asbestos worker who developed mesothelioma sued a number of defendants, including PSI Energy, Inc., at whose facilities he had often worked.  The Marion Superior Court entered judgment on a jury verdict allocating thirteen percent of the fault to PSI.  The Court of Appeals affirmed.  See PSI Energy, Inc. v. Roberts, 802 N.E.2d 468 (Ind. Ct. App. 2004), vacated.  The Supreme Court has granted a petition to transfer the case, thus vacating the opinion of the Court of Appeals, and has assumed jurisdiction over the appeal.
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Governor of the State of Indiana, et al., v. Miller Citizens Corporation

On a complaint by a group of residential taxpayers, the Lake Superior Court entered a judgment that denied the State's motion to dismiss, declared certain reassessment statutes unconstitutional and enjoined the Lake County Treasurer from mailing out tax bills based on reassessments conducted pursuant to those statutes.  The Attorney General has initiated an appeal to the Supreme Court, and the Supreme Court has issued a stay of the trial court's judgment.
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Patricia Gribben v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
The United States District Court for the Southern District of Indiana certified to the Indiana Supreme Court certain questions of Indiana state law pursuant to Appellate Rule 64.  The questions concern whether Indiana law recognizes a claim for “spoliation of evidence” as an independent tort.  The Supreme Court has accepted the certified questions and assumed jurisdiction over the case. 
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Chester Borsuk, et al. v. Town of St. John
The Lake Superior Court entered summary judgment to the Town of St. John on property owners’ complaint about the Town’s refusal to rezone a portion of their land.  The Court of Appeals reversed and remanded with an instruction to grant the owners’ request to rezone.  Borsuk v. Town of St. John, 800 N.E.2d 217 (Ind. Ct. App. 2004), vacated. The Supreme Court has granted a petition to transfer the case, thus vacating the opinion of the Court of Appeals, and has assumed jurisdiction over the appeal.    
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