Indiana Supreme Court
Commission on Race & Gender Fairness

Date: January 11, 2017 from 10-12pm (Community Forum Planning Meeting)
Location: 30 South Meridian Street

Members Present: Judie Conley, Dean Klein, Evelyn Ridley-Turner, Lun Kham Pieper, Maria Wilderidge,
Judge Marcrum, Judge Reddy, Myra Selby, Jewell Harris, and Ashley Rozier.

Dates and Locations:

The Commission established the following locations for the Community Forums.

Monday, February 27th 2017:
Gary Community Forum @ 6:00 pm Indiana University Northwest @ the John W. Anderson
Library Conference Room (Room 105 ABC) 3400 Broadway Gary, IN 46408

Wednesday, March 1st 2017:
Evansville Community Forum @ 6:00 pm Evansville lvy Tech 3501 N. First Avenue Evansville, IN
47708

Thursday, March 9th 2017:
Indianapolis Community Forum @ 6:00 pm Madame Walker Theatre Center Ballroom 617
Indiana Ave Indianapolis, IN 46202

Monday, March 13th 2017:
Lafayette Community Forum @ 6:00 pm Tippecanoe County Library-Downtown branch
(Mcallister A and B) 627 South Street Lafayette, IN 47901

Thursday, March 16th:
Fort Wayne Community Forum @ 6:00 pm Allen County Public Library-Downtown Branch
(meeting rooms ABC) 900 Library Plaza Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Format:
The Commission established the following formats for each location.

6:00: Event starts: Introductions and instructions
6:10: Small group discussions

6:40: Everyone reconvenes into a larger group
7:15: Closing

7:30: Event ends



Questions

The Commission established the following questions.

1) What is your perception of the Judicial System regarding race and gender fairness?

2) What has been your experience with Indiana’s Judicial System (regarding race and gender
fairness)?

3) What is the greatest priority or most urgent challenge we face in the area of race and gender
fairness regarding the topics below?
Areas (not an exhaustive list)
-Diversity in the Legal Profession
-Language and Cultural Barriers
-Criminal and Juvenile Law
-Punishment, Jails, and Prisons
-Civil, Domestic, and Family Law

4) How would you improve the Judicial System regarding race and gender fairness?

Roles

The Commission established the following roles for data collection.

Facilitators: ask the questions, ask follow-up questions, and make sure that everyone in the
group has the opportunity to speak.

Scriveners: write down the substance of the responses in the small group discussion and during
the large session

MCs: Welcome everyone and explain the purpose and handle the large group discussions.

Next meeting: June 2" for the Forum Debrief Meeting




Indiana Supreme Court

Commission on Race & Gender Fairness
Date: August 31%, 2017 from 12-2
Location: 30 South Meridian Street

Members Present: Dean Klein, Evelyn Ridley-Turner, Lun Kham Pieper, Maria Wildridge, Judge Marcrum,
Judge Reddy, Myra Selby, Judge Salinas, Judge Brenda Roper, Marya Jones, and Ashley Rozier.

Minutes Approved

Minutes from June 2"¢, 2017 were approved.

Timeline
Ashley Rozier presented the following timeline for the forum report:

e September 29", 2017 meeting: Review initial draft of recommendations
e October 20", 2017: Approve final report

e November 14, 2017: Present to Court at Administrative Conference

e December 1%, 2017: Present at winter conference

Winter Conference

Ashley Rozier began by explaining that the winter conference will address topics related to race and
gender. The Commission on Race and Gender Fairness will do a small session about the forums and the
recommendations. The Commission discussed this and decided that a panel format would work best.

General Structure of the Report

Ashley Rozier presented the general overview and concept for the report. It will begin with a 1)
Introductory Letter from the Chair, 2) Purpose, Goals, and Methodology, 3) Demographic Information, 4)
Findings, 5) Program Recommendations, 6) Other actions, and 7) Closing and Next Steps.

The Commission reviewed the major themes for each location. The themes will be memorialized in the
report.



Discussion of Overarching Themes

The Commission discussed the overarching themes and noted the following:

e Disparate treatment was a major theme. The Commission would like to know whether there are
ways to have data to quantify this perception.

e The need for diversity training was repeatedly brought up. Judge Salinas expressed that the
change needs to come from the bench with case examples. Judge Reddy recommended the
"Undoing Racism" video. Diversity training which addresses how to properly treat people.

e Another major theme was the lack of legal literacy and civics education. The Commission
discussed the various entities addressing this issue including the Indiana Bar Foundation, Teen
Court, and the Boys and Girls Clubs.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is September 29" from 12-2 pm.



Indiana Supreme Court

Commission on Race & Gender Fairness
Date: September 29, 2017 from 12-2
Location: 30 South Meridian Street

Members Present:

In person: Dean Andrew Klein, Hon. Myra Selby, Evelyn Ridley-Turner, and Ashley Rozier

On the phone: Jewell Harris, Lun Kham, Maria Wildridge, Judge Salinas, Rudy Monterrosa, Judge
Marcrum, and Judge Roper

Minutes Approved

Minutes from August 31%, 2017 were approved.

Winter Conference

Ashley Rozier explained the Justice Selby and Judge Marcrum will present at the winter Judicial
Conference on December 2™. The subject for the entire day will address race and would include a panel

session.

Program Recommendations

The Commission discussed the need for training. Based on the responses from the forums, forum
participants discussed the need for training in the areas of cultural competence and other related areas.
There was an overwhelming sentiment that Lawyers and Judges need to learn how to work with diverse

populations.

The Commission also discussed diversity in the legal profession. The topic of diversity was brought up

at every forum location. Although definitions of what qualifies as “diverse” can change from



person to person, the overwhelming sentiment is that the Judiciary doesn’t match the

population.

Commission members are to submit any additional comments about these items prior to the

next meeting.

Next meeting is October 20™ from 12-2.



Indiana Supreme Court

Commission on Race & Gender Fairness
Date: October 20%, 2017 from 12-2
Location: 30 South Meridian Street

Members Present:

Evelyn Ridley-Turner, Lun Khan Pieper, Dean Klein, Maria Wildridge, Judge Reddy, Hon Jose
Salinas, Judge Marcrum, Justice Selby, and Ashley Rozier.

Approved Minutes:

The minutes from September 29", 2017 were approved.

Report:

Members of the Commission reviewed a copy of the forum report. There was no consensus on the cover.

Ashley Rozier is to develop a cover and send out by email.

Members of the Commission reviewed the introduction and methodology sections and approved the text.

Next, members reviewed the survey responses section and approved the charts.

The Gary summaries were approved. The Evansville summaries were approved. The Indianapolis
summaries were approved. The Lafayette summaries were approved. The Fort Wayne summaries were

approved.

The group reviewed the “next steps” section and recommendation section. The Commission approved

the recommendations regarding pipeline and training.

Members are to submit comments to Ashley Rozier. Meeting dates for 2018 will be announced.
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