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CRIMINAL RULES OF THE VANDERBURGH CIRCUIT COURT
LR82-CR2.2-2.01
Assignment of Criminal Cases

(A) All cases in Vanderburgh County, Indiana in which the highest crime charged is a D
felony and at least one charge filed is an alcohol or controlled substance crime shall be assigned to
Division Il of Superior Court. The remaining felony charges shall be randomly assigned (by the
Clerk of Vanderburgh County) to the Circuit and Superior Courts of Vanderburgh County in the
following ratio: two (2) cases are to be assigned to the Vanderburgh Circuit Court for each one (1)
case assigned to VVanderburgh Superior Court. Each felony cause number shall be deemed a case
within the meaning of this rule, regardless of the number of counts or defendants charged in said
case.

(B) All cases assigned to the VVanderburgh Circuit Court shall be tried by the Circuit Court
Judge or the Magistrate of the Court as determined in the discretion of the Court.

(C) All felony cases assigned to the Vanderburgh Superior Court shall be tried in accordance
with the rules of that Court.

(D) All cases reassigned from the Circuit Court Judge of VVanderburgh County or the
Magistrate of that Court shall be reassigned to the Senior Judge of the Vanderburgh Circuit Court
and/or the Judges of Division I and Il of the Vanderburgh Superior Court.

(E) All cases reassigned within the VVanderburgh Superior Court shall be reassigned in
accordance with the rules of that Court.

(F) All criminal cases filed in the County in which the highest crime charged is a
misdemeanor, shall be assigned to the Misdemeanor/Traffic Division of the VVanderburgh Superior
Court.

(G) A dismissed criminal action may only be refiled in the same Court to which the case was
originally assigned.

(H) The Circuit Court Judge and or the Judge of Division | or the Judge of Division Il of the
Vanderburgh Superior Court may by agreement, order transfer of any felony case pending in either
Court to provide consolidated legal defense for those defendants facing multiple criminal charges.
Such cases shall be consolidated unless efficient case disposition may be adversely affected by
transfer.

LR82-CR00-2.02
Transfer of Cases between Vanderburgh Circuit and Superior Courts

If a defendant has a pending case in the VVanderburgh Superior Court prior to the filing of a
case in Circuit Court, the Circuit Court case will be transferred to Superior Court. Similarly, if a
defendant has a prior pending case in Circuit Court, any newer case in Superior Court will be
transferred to Circuit Court. The Judges of the Vanderburgh Circuit Court and Divisions | and Il of
the Vanderburgh Superior Court may, by agreement, transfer a pending case out of Division Il of
Superior Court or Vanderburgh Circuit Court in their discretion to satisfy the requirements of these
rules. The Judges of the Vanderburgh Circuit Court and Divisions | and Il of the VVanderburgh
Superior Court may, by agreement, transfer a pending case into Division Il of the Superior Court or
Vanderburgh Circuit Court in their discretion to satisfy the requirements of this rule. Judges of the
Vanderburgh Circuit Court and Divisions | and 11 of the Vanderburgh Superior Court may, by
agreement, transfer any criminal case to Division Il of the Vanderburgh Superior Court if justice
requires.



LR82-CR00-2.03
Bond Schedule

All persons charged by indictment or affidavit shall be held to bail in the amount set forth
below:

(A) Felonies: No bonds shall be set in any felony matters except as determined by a Judicial
Officer. The Court shall consider factors found in IC 35-33-8-4 in setting appropriate bond in all
cases.

(B) Class A Misdemeanors: Unless otherwise specified, all Class A Misdemeanors shall
have a bond of $100.00 for Indiana residents and $200.00 for non-residents.

Specific Exceptions for Class A Misdemeanors:

Domestic Violence Battery

First offense: $500.00

Second offense: $1000.00

Third offense: $5000.00

Leaving the scene of an accident causing personal injury: $500.00.

All OMVWI bonds shall be determined by a Judicial Officer.

(C) Class B Misdemeanors: Unless otherwise specified, all Class B Misdemeanors shall
have a bond of $50.00 for Indiana residents and $100.00 for non-residents.

Specific Exceptions for Class B Misdemeanors:

Invasion of Privacy involving co-habitating or formerly co-habitating adults:

First offense: $500.00

Second offense: $1000.00

Third offense $5000.00

(D) Class C Misdemeanors: Unless otherwise specified, all Class C Misdemeanors shall
have a bond of $50.00 for Indiana residents and 100.00 for non-residents.

Specific Exceptions for Class C Misdemeanors: Minor possession / consumption /
transport: $25.00 for Indiana resident and $50.00 for non-residents.

(E) Garnishment of Criminal Bonds: In order for a garnishment order, lien, or assignment
to be placed against a bond in a criminal case, a minute must be entered on the Chronological Case
Summary for the criminal case, which minute must state the existence of a claim against the bond
and setting a hearing in the criminal case to determine the priority of the claim.

If a valid claim is found to exist, it should be honored and paid after the payment of any fees
or costs in the criminal matter, including but not limited to court costs, fines, attorney fee liens,
restitution, retention charges, public defender fund reimbursements, community correction fees,
probation user fees, treatment court fees and any other current or outstanding statutory or court-
ordered fees, if any of those are ordered by the court to be paid from the bond, but before payment to
the person who posted the bond. Priority of claims should be given as chronologically entered in the
Chronological Case Summary.



LR82-CR00-2.04
Discovery

In each criminal case in the Vanderburgh Circuit and Superior Courts, the Vanderburgh
County Prosecutor’s Office and the law enforcement agencies which are involved in the case shall
produce to the defense attorney the entire case file, including a list of all evidence held, within thirty
(30) days of the defense attorney’s first appearance in court. This is a continuing rule, and all
additions to the case file shall be produced immediately upon their creation.

Except by order of court, a defense attorney receiving such a case file shall not reveal any
victim’s or witnesses’ confidential identifying information, including Social Security number,
driver’s license number, and date of birth, to anyone other than an associate or employee of the
attorney. In the event the defense attorney wishes to show the case file to any other person, including
the defendant, the attorney shall first redact such information from the file.



LR82-CR00-C2.05
Court Sessions
Regular court sessions are held every weekday at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. All holding dates,
progress dates, and sentencings for persons not in custody shall be scheduled for 9 a.m. court. Video
Court shall take place during 1 p.m. court. All in custody video probable cause hearings, initial
hearings and persons arrested on warrants, and sentencings for defendants in custody shall take place
during 1 p.m. court. Out of custody probable cause hearings, initial hearings and persons arrested on
warrants who have posted bond may be set at either 9 a.m. or 1 p.m. Special court sessions for
petitions to revoke, motions for modification from community corrections programs, and related
matters are held on Wednesday and Thursday at 11 a.m. Court sessions are held in Room 208 on the
second floor of the Courts Building. If Room 208 is being used for a trial or another matter, then
court sessions are held in Room 202.

LR82-CR00-C2.06
Probable Cause Hearings

If a defendant is arrested without an arrest warrant having previously been issued, a probable
cause hearing will be held. The hearing will be held at the court session immediately following the
arrest and booking of the defendant in the VVanderburgh County Jail. At this hearing, the Court will
review the affidavit of probable cause filed by the State to decide if there is probable cause for the
offense(s) alleged by the State. If the Court finds that there is not probable cause, the defendant will
be discharged. If the Court finds that there is probable cause, the Court will advise the defendant of
the charges and some preliminary rights and set bond. The Court will also order the defendant to
appear in three business days for an initial hearing at which time the defendant should appear with an
attorney if he/she intends to hire counsel and the State should file any formal charges.

LR82-CR00-C2.07
Initial Hearings
An initial hearing will be held on the third business day after the probable cause hearing
unless the defendant was arrested as a result of an arrest warrant. If an arrest warrant was issued and
then the defendant was arrested, an initial hearing will be held at the next regular court session
immediately following the arrest and booking of the defendant in the Vanderburgh County Jail. At
the initial hearing, the Court will advise the defendant of the charges, penalties, and constitutional
rights; review bond; set an omnibus date and a holding date; and appoint counsel or set an
appearance date for the defendant to appear with private counsel.

LR82-CR00-C2.08
Readiness Conferences
Readiness Conferences are an opportunity for the prosecutor, the defense attorney, and the
Court to discuss the case and any plea offers. Only the attorneys need to appear for these
conferences. (This is not an appearance date for the defendant). The date of the initial hearing
controls when the readiness conferences are set. Readiness conferences for cases with initial hearings
on the 1st through the 15th of the month will be set on the first consecutive Wednesday and Thursday
of the next month. Readiness conferences for cases with initial hearings on the 16th through the 31st
of the month will be set on the third consecutive Wednesday and Thursday of the next month.
Readiness conferences for non-drug and non-sex crime cases will be held on the first and third
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. Readiness conferences for drug and sex crime cases will be held on the
following Thursdays at 1:30 p.m.



Attorneys will be advised of the readiness conference date at the time of the initial hearing.
The conferences will be held in the jury or grand jury room of Circuit Court. An attorney should
contact Court staff and the Prosecutor’s Office if he/she is unable to appear at his/her scheduled
readiness conference.

LR82-CR00-C2.09
Holding Dates

Holding dates are dates for the defendant and his/her attorney to appear so that the defendant
can accept or reject any offer by the State of Indiana and/or set the matter for trial. The date of the
initial hearing controls when the holding date is set. Holding dates will be set six weeks after the
initial hearing on the same weekday as the initial hearing. If the scheduled holding date is a holiday,
then the Court will set the holding date on the business day after the holiday if that day is in the same
week. Otherwise, the holding date will be set on the business day prior to the holiday.

LR82-CR00-C2.10
Omnibus Dates
The omnibus date is not an appearance date. However, it does control several legal deadlines
for pleading certain matters and filing certain documents. The omnibus date is set 75 days from the
initial hearing.

LR82-CR00-C2.11
Miscellaneous Hearings
If an attorney needs a hearing for a miscellaneous matter, including but not limited to,
hearings for motions to suppress, motions to sever or join offenses or defendants, and motions for
bond reduction, the attorney should contact opposing counsel and then court staff to schedule such a
hearing or by agreement of the parties add the case on the court’s calendar during 9 a.m. regular
matters.

LR82-CR00-C2.12
Adding Cases to the Court Docket
If an attorney needs to add a criminal matter to the court’s calendar, the attorney should
advise opposing counsel and then contact court staff. If the defendant is in custody the case must be
added on at least one full day prior to the appearance date. The attorney should advise the court staff
if the defendant is in custody.

LR82-CR00-C2.13
Pre-Trial Conferences
Pre-trial conferences will be held approximately two weeks prior to trial. Pre-trials should be
scheduled during the regular court session when the parties agree to a trial date. At the pre-trial
conference, the court and parties will discuss the issues in the case, motions that need to be taken up
in advance, possible plea agreements and any other relevant matters. (This is not an appearance date
for the defendant.)



LR82-CR00-C2.14
Trial Dates

When a party requests a trial date, the Court will attempt to set the date within approximately
30 days if the defendant is in custody and 60 days if the defendant is not in custody. All trials,
including court and Jury trials start at 8 a.m. unless the Court advises otherwise. Questionnaires for
prospective jurors will be available approximately two days prior to the trial. If additional time is
needed to review the questionnaires, the bailiff can be contacted at 812-435-5196. Preliminary
instructions will be provided on the first day of trial and final instructions will be provided during the
trial. If additional time is needed to review the instructions, the staff attorney can be contacted at 812-
435-5312. Peremptory challenges and challenges for cause are to be in writing on a form provided by
court staff on the day of trial.

LR82-CR10-C2.15
Plea and Sentencing Hearings

If a defendant and the State have entered into a plea agreement, the Court will not take a
guilty plea and order a pre-sentence investigation until the agreement has been reduced to writing and
executed by the parties. When a defendant pleads guilty with or without a plea agreement with the
State, the Court will establish a factual basis for each offense and advise the defendant of the
penalties and constitutional rights. For these cases and for cases in which the defendant has been
found guilty after a jury or court trial, a judgment and sentencing date will be set. The judgment and
sentencing date will usually be scheduled approximately 20 days later if the defendant is in custody
and approximately 40 days later if the defendant is not in custody. After a judgment and sentencing
date has been set, the defendant should immediately report to the Probation Department in Room 127
of the Administration Building so that an interview can be scheduled for the defendant’s pre-sentence
report. If the defendant is in custody, a member of the probation staff will interview the defendant in
the jail. Subject to the Court’s approval, and if both parties agree, pre-sentence investigation reports
may be waived in certain Class D felonies.

LR82-CR00-C2.16
Modification Requests - Community Corrections or Probationary Sentences
Any request for modification of a community corrections or probationary sentence should be
in writing and sent to the court. Hearings on such requests are set on Wednesdays and Thursdays at
11 a.m. This shall include requests for modification of driver’s license suspensions.

LR82-CR00-C2.17
Petitions to Revoke - Community Corrections or Probationary Sentences
If a petition to revoke the sentence of a person on a community corrections program or on
probation is filed, either a bench warrant will be issued or the defendant will be advised of an
appearance date by summons. These hearings are set on Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11 a.m.



LR82-CR00-C2.18
Shock Probation Hearings - Department of Corrections Sentences
Any request for modification of a sentence being served at the Indiana Department of
Corrections should be in writing and sent to the court. Once a modification request is received, court
staff will request a progress report from the facility where the defendant is an inmate. Once the
progress report has been received by the court, a shock probation hearing will be scheduled. (If the
sentence involved a plea agreement with the State, the State must agree to have a shock probation
hearing before a hearing is set.) These hearings are usually held on the last Thursday of each month.
If the Court is unavailable on such date, a different date will be selected. If a defendant is represented
by an attorney, the attorney will be sent a notice of the hearing date. (Defendants are not transported
back to Vanderburgh County for these hearings.)



CRIMINAL RULES OF THE VANDERBURGH SUPERIOR COURT

LR82-CR2.2-2.01
Assignment of Criminal Cases

(A) All cases in Vanderburgh County, Indiana in which the highest crime charged is a D
felony or a Level 6 felony and at least one charge filed is an alcohol or controlled substance crime
shall be assigned to Division Il of Superior Court. The remaining felony charges shall be randomly
assigned (by the Clerk of VVanderburgh County) to the Circuit and Division 111 of Superior Court of
Vanderburgh County in the following ratio: two (2) cases are to be assigned to the Vanderburgh
Circuit Court for each one (1) cases assigned to Vanderburgh Superior Court. Each felony cause
number shall be deemed a case within the meaning of this rule, regardless of the number of counts or
defendants charged in said case.

(B) All felony cases assigned to the VVanderburgh Superior Court shall be tried in Division Il
or 111 with the rules of that Court.

(C) All cases reassigned from the Circuit Court Judge of Vanderburgh County or the
Magistrate of that Court shall be reassigned to the Senior Judge of the Vanderburgh Circuit Court
and/or the Judges of Division Il and 111 of the Vanderburgh Superior Court.

(D) All cases reassigned within the Vanderburgh Superior Court shall be reassigned in
accordance with these rules.

(E) All criminal cases filed in the County in which the highest crime charged is a
misdemeanor, shall be assigned to the Misdemeanor/Traffic Division of the VVanderburgh Superior
Court.

(F) A dismissed criminal action may only be refiled in the same Court to which the case was
originally assigned.

(G) The Circuit Court Judge and the Judges of Division Il and of Division Il of the
Vanderburgh Superior Court may by agreement, order transfer of any felony case pending in any of
those Courts to the other.

LR82-CR00-2.02
Transfer of Cases between Vanderburgh Circuit and Superior Courts

If a defendant has a pending case in the VVanderburgh Superior Court prior to the filing of a
felony case in Circuit Court, the Circuit Court case will be transferred to Superior Court. Similarly, if
a defendant has a prior pending case in Circuit Court, any newer felony case in Superior Court will
be transferred to Circuit Court. The Judges of the Vanderburgh Circuit Court and Divisions Il and 11
of the Vanderburgh Superior Court may, by agreement, transfer a pending case out of Division Il of
Superior Court or Vanderburgh Circuit Court in their discretion to satisfy the requirements of these
rules.

LR82-CR00-2.03
Bond Schedule

All persons charged by information or indictment shall be held to bail in the amount set forth
below:

(A) Felonies: No bonds shall be set in any felony matters except as determined by a Judicial
Officer. The Court shall consider factors found in IC 35-33-8-4 in setting appropriate bond in all
cases. Bond shall be set in compliance with TR 26.

(B) Class A Misdemeanors: Unless otherwise specified, all Class A Misdemeanors shall
have a bond of $100.00 for Indiana residents and $200.00 for non-residents.



Specific Exceptions for Class A Misdemeanors:
Domestic Violence Battery
First offense: $500.00
Second offense: $1000.00
Third offense: $5000.00
Leaving the scene of an accident causing personal injury: $500.00.
All OMVWI bonds shall be determined by a Judicial Officer.
(C) Class B Misdemeanors: Unless otherwise specified, all Class B Misdemeanors shall
have a bond of $50.00 for Indiana residents and $100.00 for non-residents.
Specific Exceptions for Class B Misdemeanors:
Invasion of Privacy involving co-habitating or formerly co-habitating adults:
First offense: $500.00
Second offense: $1000.00
Third offense $5000.00
(D) Class C Misdemeanors: Unless otherwise specified, all Class C Misdemeanors shall
have a bond of $50.00 for Indiana residents and 100.00 for non-residents.
Specific Exceptions for Class C Misdemeanors:
Minor possession/consumption/
transport: $25.00 for Indiana resident and $50.00 for non-residents.

LR82-CR00-2.03.01
Garnishment of Criminal Bonds

In order for a garnishment order, lien, or assignment to be placed against a bond in a criminal
case, a minute must be entered on the Chronological Case Summary for the criminal case, which
minute must state the existence of a claim against the bond and setting a hearing in the criminal case
to determine the priority of the claim.

If a valid claim is found to exist, it should be honored and paid after the payment of any fees
or costs in the criminal matter, including but not limited to court costs, fines, attorney fee liens,
restitution, retention charges, public defender fund reimbursements, community correction fees,
probation user fees, treatment court fees and any other current or outstanding statutory or court-
ordered fees, if any of those are ordered by the court to be paid from the bond, but before payment to
the person who posted the bond. Priority of claims should be given as chronologically entered in the
Chronological Case Summary.

LR82-CR00-2.03.1

Drug and Alcohol Deferral Services (DADS) - Schedule of Fees
Operating a Motor Vehicle While Intoxicated (O.M.V.W.1.) Program
$250.00 - Full program fee.
$150.00 - For clients referred for transfer and/or monitoring services.
$ 75.00 - For clients referred from Misdemeanor Court for Possession of Marijuana u/30 grams.
Youth Alcohol Program (Y.A.P.) Violation of the Indiana State Liquor Law (V.L.L.)
$220.00 - Full program fee.
$75.00 - Transfer and/or monitoring services.
V.C.S.A. Program - Violation of Controlled Substance Act (V.C.S.A))
$400.00 - For clients referred for Felony offenses related to controlled substances.



The program fee for all programs covers maintenance and operating costs of the D.A.D.S. program,
and is separate from the costs of referral services for education, counseling, or other treatment costs
(including urine drug screens as required). The costs of referral services will be the client’s
responsibility.

For multiple eligible offenses, the standard fee may be levied for each additional offense.

A fee of $15.00 may be charged for each missed D.A.D.S. appointment.
(Amended effective September 18, 2014)

LR82-CR00-2.03.2
Vanderburgh County Day Reporting Drug Court/Forensic Diversion Program
Schedule of Fees
$50 Program fee per month beginning in 2nd month
$100 Participant Advocate fee
Drug testing fees as applicable
The statutory Drug and Alcohol Interdiction Fee of $200 which is paid in the Clerk’s Office.

LR82-CR00-2.03.3
Vanderburgh County Mental Health Court
Schedule of Fees

1. PROGRAM FEE $100.00

2. MONTHLY USER FEE $25.00

3. URINE SAMPLE TESTING NO CHARGE
4. CONFIRMATORY SAMPLE TESTING FEE $25.00

5. TRANSFER FEE $25.00

6. PUBLIC DEFENDER FEE $50.00

(Effective June 1, 2017)

LR82-CR00-2.04
Discovery

In each criminal case in the Vanderburgh Circuit and Superior Courts, the Vanderburgh
County Prosecutor’s Office and the law enforcement agencies which are involved in the case shall
produce to the defense attorney the entire case file, including a list of all evidence held, within thirty
(30) days of the defense attorney’s first appearance in court. This is a continuing rule, and all
additions to the case file shall be produced immediately upon their creation.

Except by order of court, a defense attorney receiving such a case file shall not reveal any
victim’s or witnesses’ confidential identifying information, including Social Security number,
driver’s license number and date of birth to anyone other than an associate or employee of the
attorney. In the event the defense attorney wishes to show the case file to any other person, including
the defendant, the attorney shall first redact such information from the file.

LR82-CR00-S2.05
Assignment of Criminal Matters
All Felony criminal matters and Misdemeanor Jury Trials are assigned to Divisions Il and I11.



LR82-CR00-S2.06
Initial Appearance of the Accused
All defendants in the custody of the Sheriff at the time of the filing of a request for
determination of Probable Cause or an Information or Indictment, shall appear before the Court not
later than the next judicial day. All defendants arrested on warrants shall appear in open court for
initial hearing not later than the next judicial day following the defendant’s apprehension, or upon the
date the defendant is summoned to appear, if any.

LR82-CR00-S2.07
Continuance of Initial Hearing
The initial hearing may be continued for a period of time not to exceed twenty days to allow
the defendant to obtain private counsel.

LR82-CR00-S2.08
Trial Scheduling
Trial shall be set not more than twelve weeks from the week in which the holding date
occurs, Counsel first appears, or the defendant is granted leave to proceed Pro Se.

LR82-CR00-S2.09
Holding Dates

The Court shall set a Holding Date at 9:30am on Monday — Wednesday for Division Il. For
Division 111 the Holding Date shall be set at 1pm or 2pm on Monday — Thursday. The State shall
provide the Defense with a copy of the Police file and an offer of settlement (if the State intends to
make such an offer on the case) on or before the Readiness Conference. On the Holding Date, the
Parties shall appear and report to the Court whether or not the State has provided the Police file to the
Defense and whether or not the defendant has received and will accept or reject an offer by the State.
If the defendant rejects the State’s offer, the defense shall inform the Court and the State whether
there is a counter-offer forthcoming. If the defendant fails to appear on the Holding Date without
lawful justification or excuse, the Court shall modify the defendant’s bond in accordance with
Indiana Code 35-33-8-7 and 8, and issue a Bench Warrant for the defendant’s arrest.

LR82-CR00-S2.10
Trial Date Selection
In Division I, cases in which the highest crime charged is a D Felony, Level 6 Felony, or

Misdemeanor will be set on a Monday or Wednesday or the first business day of the week on which
the Court is open following a Monday holiday. In Division 11, cases in which the highest crime
charged is a C felony, Level 5 felony or above shall be set on Mondays or on the first business day of
the week on which the Court is open following a Monday holiday. Cases in which the highest grade
of offense charged is a D felony, Level 6, or Misdemeanor, shall be set for trial on Thursdays. Private
Counsel may not set more than two trials for the same trial date in any court.



LR82-CR00-S2.11
Pre-Trial Conference
A Pre-Trial Conference shall be set at 8:30am on Fridays for Division Il and 8:30am on
Wednesdays for Division I11. The representative or representatives of the State appearing at the Pre-
trial conference on a case shall have full authority to make and accept offers and counter-offers on
said case.

LR82-CR00-S2.12
Progress Date
The defendant shall be ordered to appear after the Pre-trial conference to indicate intent to
plead guilty or to make other progress on the case.

LR82-CR00-52.13
Readiness Conferences
A Readiness Conference should be set within 2 weeks of Initial Hearing at which time the
State should provide any discovery available. Parties ordered to discuss potential resolution of the
case and/or additional discovery if in counsel’s estimation.

LR82-CR00-S2.14
Assignment of Trial Weeks
Unless otherwise agreed by the Division 11 and/or the Division I11 Judges, the Division 1l or
Division 111 Judge shall be the lead trial Judge for trial. The Criminal 2 Judge for that month shall be
the back-up Judge.

LR82-CR00-S2.15
Trial Prioritization
Cases in which a defendant is in custody may have priority over other cases on the docket.
Otherwise, the oldest cases on the docket are to be tried first, regardless or custodial status of the
accused, provided however prioritization by age may be superseded by expedited trial pursuant to
Criminal Rule 4(g), or for other showing of extreme necessity. For purposes of trial priority, the age
of the case will be determined from the date of filing.

LR82-CR00-52.16
Add On Matters
Pre-trial appearance dates and hearings shall be scheduled not less than twenty-four hours
prior to said appearance or hearing, except for good ca