
In the 

Indiana Supreme Court 

In the Matter of Matter of the Petition of 

the Jennings County Courts for 

Administrative Rule 17 Emergency Relief. 

Supreme Court Case No. 

20S-CB-186 

 

Order Approving Expansion of Operations Plan 

By orders issued April 24 and May 13, 2020, this Court ordered trial courts statewide to 

submit plans for gradually resuming normal operations under limitations appropriate to the 

2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) public health emergency. Pursuant to that order, the 

petitioning court(s) filed an amended expansion of operations plan (“Plan”) on June 9, 2020. 

The Court finds that the Plan was made in coordination with appropriate local authorities 

and local justice system partners to account for local health conditions, facility readiness, and 

litigants’ needs; and that the Plan makes reasonable provisions for resuming normal staffing, 

providing public access to non-confidential proceedings, and resuming jury trials. A copy of the 

Plan is attached to this order and incorporated by reference. 

Being duly advised, and pursuant to Indiana Administrative Rule 17 and this Court’s 

inherent authority to supervise the administration of all courts of this State, the Court ORDERS 

as follows: 

1. All emergency relief previously granted to the petitioning court(s) under 

Administrative Rule 17 is deemed to expire as of the effective date of this order, except 

as provided by this Court’s “Order Extending Trial Courts’ Emergency Tolling 

Authority and Setting Expiration of Other Emergency Orders” issued May 29, 2020 in 

Case No. 20S-CB-123. However, this Court’s May 13, 2020 “Emergency Order 

Permitting Expanded Remote Hearings” and paragraph 3 of its May 13 “Order 

Extending Time for Expanding Trial Court Operations” in Case No. 20S-CB-123 

(prohibiting jury trials before July 1 without prior approval of this Court) remain in full 

force and effect. 

2. The Plan is approved, and the petitioning court(s) shall comply with its terms through 

its stated duration, subject to further order of this Court.  

Done at Indianapolis, Indiana, on   , effective May 8, 2020. 

Steve David 

Acting Chief Justice of Indiana  

6/9/2020
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Pursuunf 'fo dn-Orfidert‘ojf 'The‘Ind'iia'na ;~S.upr‘e‘me‘.CouM' defied: April. 24:, 2020, the

Judges; o‘f fhe Jennings Circui’f Cburf an‘d' fh‘e Jennings Supex‘iorflourrsubmi‘f This:

Transifibn Plan:

1. O.g
‘er’a‘tio‘n‘s:

Ih‘sofancsposs’ible, normal court operafion‘swi’ll, resumeronMay 18, 2020 at- 1-2:"01

a(m, subjecf to. the following:

A;- Door: Securi fl . Officer-

. The» ‘exi‘sting Jennings Couw Sheriff's; Departmenf security officer shall" (be a? the

onlypubnc 'e'nfry, fol five Jennings- Coun'fy Cour+hou;e.'(rh'e$ron+ door?) from 81:06am. +0

4:00. pm, Monday “ri'hnofugh' Friday; to vet‘a'll- person'ssefitehing vth'excrefinings-acomw

Cour‘fhouse; If, 'in*-fhe-offi'cer's' Qpifiion,.a‘.-pérsbn aékihg‘fo-ehfe'r‘ iSid‘THrea’f'fopublic

'hejalfh or sqfefy‘,=-The Officer shall refusegenfr'y and contact eifher-ijMQe a-‘f o'hce‘fo‘f"

furrfher {guidance-

B. Ma§ks

20S-CB-186
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All persons entering The J‘en‘hir‘ags ‘Co’uhity Cour‘ffibuse b'egihning».:May 18,, 2020, mus-T

I

wearq mask d? al,|~flfnes unless Testifying orwhen-doi'ng so. may impe’de-confidenfiqlify ojr‘

i

disrupt cilioSe-e "p‘er'sohal' conference wi’fh. counsel or clear -vo‘ice«recordihg.

'

c. Hygiene

Hand sanitizersha‘ll belavailable dHhe fronttdo-or” for public'USe and i'n fhe

courfrooms-f'or public use. The building cuS‘Todia’n shdll thoroughly Clean ‘fhe building each

evening, including insuring cm ample Supply of- hand sani‘fi’z‘e’r, soap, afrjd id‘i‘Sposable towels.

D. Social Di's'fa‘ncing

All pe‘rrs'onsl whéfher searedin fh‘e ‘c'dUr’rhoOm, ‘Ori i'n' The adjdc‘eh‘T hdllWay, shall

pracficé “social :dismncihg" of- ’six.v(i6;) f‘ee'r .or‘= more.

:E. Judicial Discretion

Ii shall be Thejzzsole- dig‘crefi‘on; of The Judge‘of'feach Cour? w'hgfher To: qdm‘i‘f or deny

em‘ry To Th‘e Jennings; "County Courthousaor‘ as‘kzsomeone To leave, i'f the Judged’e‘cides,

+he person is refusing fo 'fol'lo'w fivese rules “or-ta fhreaf’fo‘ public heal'fh or safe'fy.

so ordered Maria. 20:20.:

r27- 3 Jv’ Way
Jon W. Webster, Judge GZFflérfi'Th Wage

’
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