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Indiana Supreme Court

IN THE MATTER OF
THE PETITION OF THE
WARRICK CIRCUIT AND
SUPERIOR COURTS FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE RULE 17

EMERGENCY ORDER

Case N0.
‘u—f'vH-I'H—II'V‘I—f

PETITION FOR EMERGENCY ORDER

Came nnw the CDUJ'tS 0f Warrick Caumy and petitinn ths Suprame Cnurt fur relief undar

Indiana Administrative Rule 1T. In suppnrt 0f this Petitiun; the Courts infflrm the Supreme Cnurt as

follows:

1. The: Cnurt 0f Warrick Cnunty, Indiana ham: crammed En bans and haw determined:

a. That tha Gnvarnnr 0f the State 0f Indiana has. daclared an emergency due t0 the

COVID-IQ virus;

l1 That tha WHO has declared the Cnrflnavirus a Pandemic;

The Judgfis 0f Warrick Cnunty requast that the Suprema Cnurt declare that an emergency

exists in Warrick Gaunt}! under the authnrity 0f Incl. Admin. R.l7, and tn make appmpriate

emergency nrders far Warrick Cflunty directing and ailnwing th: courts and clerk flf Warrick

Cflunty tn alter, mndify, and SUSPBnd necessary prnceduraa as provided in the emergency plan

submittad herewith, 5c: as to appropriately address this emergancy.

EMERGENCY PLAN

Th3 Courts submit tha fnllflwing as the Emergency Plan 0f Warrick Cuunty:

1. Tha tulling flf all laws, rules, and prucadures setting time limits fur speady trials in

criminal and juvenile prflcaadings, public health, and mental health matters; all judgments,

suppnrt, and flther Drders; and in all other civil and criminal matters bafure thfi: Wanick
_

Cnurts. Further, n0 interest Shall be duc or charged during this talled periud.

2. Th6 Warriclc Cnurts be: authnrized in criminal casas tn:

a. cantinue all pre-trial cflnferances and nun-essantial hearings that will nut rasult in

a resnluiifln thha case;

b. hnld pre—trial and discnvary status hearings by cnunsel flnly;

c. allow attnrnay—nnly conferences whenevar pussible: withnut the: requirament 0f a

mntiun;

d. £11an cnunsel t0 appear remntely by cunferance cali;
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e. have: defendants appaar Via teiecnnfarance fmm jail fur any hearings, except

cnntasted sentencing hearings and jury trials;

f. cantinua trials fur nfln-incflrcerated individuals; and

g. cnntinua all jury trials until m} later than May 4, 2020 tn allflw adequate

nfltificatifln 0f the jury p001.

3+ Th6 Warrick Cnurts be authnrized in civil cages, in their discrfirtinn, m:

a. cnntinue all jury trials until nu later than May 4, 2020 t0 allow adequatfi

nntiflcatinn 0f the jury pool;

b. cnntinue all bench trials;

c. cantinua all nnn-essential matters;

d. use: cnnfarence call tn:

i. cnnduct hearings that invnlva agresd issufis;

ii. allflw parties tn appear remfltely, unless a litigant’s clue prflcess rights

wuuid be vinlated; and

iii. allflw attnrneys tn appear remnteiy fur any civil status cunferanca, pra—

trial canferfinca, Dr nnn—Evidentiary hearing;

e. allflw attumey—flnly cnnferences whenever passibla withflut that requirement of

a martian;

f. suapend issuing civil bndy attachments and Title IV-D attachments; and

g. utilize telecnnferencing in Juvanile Cnurt fur all fact-finding and termination

hearings in Child in Nsed 0f Sawicas (CHINE) 03333 where either parent is in

the Warrick Cnunty Jail.

4. The Warrick Cflurts he authflrized t0, in their discretiun and Subjact tn applicable

Cnnstitutinnal limitatinns, ta limit spectators (Dther than partias tn the litigatinn and

thair attnrneys) in the Warrick CDunty Judicial Cantar, tn the extent necessary tn

pruvide adequate social distancing.

Submitted this 16th day 0f March, 2020.

:flgfir

J. Zaclfl‘Wi t, Judge Warrick Superiflr Court N0. 1

/é/
Amy E.Miskimen, Judge Warrick Superinr Cnurt N0. 2


