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Members present:  Hon. Randall T. Shepard (Chair); Hon. Nancy H. Vaidik (Vice Chair); Hon. 
Cristal Brisco; Hon. Kenton Kiracofe; Dean Andrew Klein; Dean Austen Parrish; Jon Laramore; 
John Maley; Leah Seigel; Cathleen Shrader; Justin Forkner (Ex Officio); Bradley Skolnik (Ex 
Officio).  The meeting convened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
1. Welcome from Chief Justice Loretta H. Rush and Members of the Supreme Court  
 
Chief Justice Loretta H. Rush and Associate Justices Mark S. Massa, Geoffrey G. Slaughter and 
Christopher M. Goff welcomed the members of the Study Commission to the first meeting and 
thanked them for their service.  Chief Justice Rush noted the importance of the Study 
Commission’s work and that there is great interest from members of the legal profession 
regarding the future of the bar exam.   
 
2. Introductory Remarks by Hon. Randall T. Shepard, Chair and Hon. Nancy H. Vaidik, 

Vice Chair       
 
Chief Justice Shepard, Chair, and Chief Judge Vaidik, Vice Chair, also welcomed all the 
members to the first meeting of the Study Commission.   
 
Chief Justice Shepard advised the members of the tentative plans and agendas for upcoming 
Study Commission meetings.  He indicated that Patricia White, Dean of the University of Miami 
School of Law and the Chair of the ABA’s Commission on the Future of Legal Education, and 
Nicole Lefton, Assistant Professor of Academic Support and Director of Academic Success and 
Bar Exam Preparation at Hofstra University School of Law, will be making presentations via 
Skype at the next Study Commission meeting on February 20, 2019.   
 
Chief Justice Shepard further noted that the Hon. Mary R. Russell, Justice of the Missouri 
Supreme Court, and Andrea Spillars, Executive Director of the Missouri Board of Law 
Examiners, will be attending the March 14, 2019 Study Commission meeting to discuss issues 
and considerations pertaining to Missouri’s adoption of the Uniform Bar Examination (UBE).  
At the April 16, 2019 meeting of the Study Commission, a psychometrician, Roger Bolus, Ph.D., 
of Research Solutions Group, who has experience in bar examination research studies, will be 
appearing via Skype.   
 
3. Overview of the Indiana Bar Examination 
 
Study Commission members Bradley Skolnik, Executive Director of the Office of Admissions 
and Continuing Education, and Cathleen Shrader, President of the Board of Law Examiners 
provided members with an overview of the current format and content of the Indiana bar 
examination.  



 
The Indiana Bar Examination is currently a two-day examination consisting of three portions:  
the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE), a 200-question multiple choice examination created and 
graded by the National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE), the Multistate Performance Test 
(MPT), also created by the NCBE, and the Indiana Essay Exam (IEE), six written essays on 
certain Indiana law topics not otherwise covered by the MBE.  The bar exam is offered twice 
yearly, once in February and once in July. 
 

A. Multistate Performance Test 
 
The MPT is developed by the NCBE and is administered in the morning session of the first day 
of the bar exam.  It consists of two questions designed to examine fundamental lawyering skills 
such as problem solving, legal analysis and reasoning, factual analysis, communications, 
organization and management of a legal task, and recognizing ethical dilemmas.  
  
The MPT materials prepared by the NCBE contain model answers and specific grading rubrics.  
These are sometimes tweaked following the administration of the exam by the NCBE based on 
its initial review of a sampling of MPT answers nationwide.  All MPT questions are written by 
specialized committees and are confidentially pre-tested in advance of being part of the bar 
examination in order to determine whether the question is fair. Examinees are allocated a total of 
three hours to complete the two skills questions.   
 
The MPT consists of 20% of the overall exam score.  
  

B. Indiana Essay Examination 
 
The Indiana Essay Examination, consisting of six essays written by the members of the Board of 
Law Examiners, is offered in the afternoon session of the first day of the bar exam.  Examinees 
are allocated a total of four hours to answer the six essay questions.  The potential subject 
matters tested are:   

• Administrative law  
• Business organizations  
• Family law  
• Federal and state personal income tax, corporate tax, and estate and 

gift tax  
• Indiana constitutional law  
• Indiana employment law, including wage payment and wage claim 

statutes  
• Indiana debt collection, including garnishment, attachment, and 

bankruptcy exemptions  
• Residential landlord-tenant law  
• Pleading and practice, including statutes of limitation and the 

Indiana Tort Claims Act  
• Secured transactions  
• Wills, trusts and estates  

 



The Indiana Essay Examination comprises 30% of the exam score.   
 

C. Multistate Bar Examination 
 
The MBE is a six-hour, 200 question multiple choice exam.  It is developed by the NCBE and is 
offered on the morning and afternoon sessions of the second day of the exam.  A total of 100 
questions are included in each session and all 200 questions are then combined for grading 
purposes.  The subject areas tested on the MBE are: (a) Contracts; (b) Constitutional Law; (c) 
Criminal Law; (d) Evidence; (e) Real Property; (f) Torts; and (g) Federal Civil Procedure.   
 
The MBE comprises 50% of the exam score.      
 

D. Scoring and Grading the Exam 
 
The weight accorded to each section of the exam was determined by the Supreme Court when 
Indiana adopted the MBE back in 2001.  The two written portions of the exam, the MPT and the 
IEE, account for 50% of the exam score and the multiple-choice portion of the test, the MBE, 
accounts for the other 50% of the exam score.        
 
The passing score on the Indiana bar exam is combined scaled score of 264 points out of a total 
possible 400 points.  The raw scores for the written portion of the exam are scaled to the MBE to 
create the combined score.  Applicants do not pass or fail the separate parts of the exam, but 
rather receive a combined scaled score reflecting their performance on the exam.  Theoretically, 
it could be said that a passing score on the MBE would be 132, since that is one-half of the 
combined scaled score of 264.  All applicants who receive a combined scaled score of 255 to 263 
are eligible to request that their written portion of the exam be reviewed and regraded.  If 
following review, an applicant’s score is at least 264, the applicant is deemed to have passed.   
 

E. Additional Eligibility Requirements  
 
In addition to successfully completing the Indiana Bar Examination, applicants for admission to 
the Indiana bar upon examination are required to achieve a passing score on the Multistate 
Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE) administered separately by the NCBE and to 
be approved as to character and fitness.   
 
4. Discussion of Issues Regarding Bar Exams  
 
Following the presentation regarding the current format and content of the Indiana bar exam, 
Chief Justice Shepard asked the Study Commission members to identify issues regarding bar 
exams that are of interest to them.  Issues that members discussed included, but are not limited 
to, bar exam topics, disparate impact, appeals process, relationship of the exam to minimum 
competency, and the purpose of a bar exam. 
 
5. Adjournment   
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.       


