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IC  4-22-2.5-3.1(c) requires an agency to conduct a review to consider whether there are alternative methods 
of achieving the purpose of the rule that are less costly or less intrusive, or that would minimize the economic 
impact of the proposed rule on small business.   
 
Description of Rule: 
The rule provides authority for the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) to receive a patient’s primary 
symptom or illness when first presenting at the emergency department (chief complaint). All hospitals with an 
emergency department are required to submit a standard set of variables to provide situational awareness for 
events that are occurring in the community, including infectious disease outbreaks, injuries following man-
made or natural disaster, and overdoses. 
 
Readoption Analysis: 
 

1) Is there a continued need for this rule?  Please explain. 
 
Yes because the chief complaint information emergency departments provide to ISDH allows ISDH 
to detect disease clusters and sentinel cases.  This information can also be used after an outbreak to 
determine its characteristics. ISDH receives federal funding to maintain electronic systems for the 
receipt of chief complaint data from hospitals and analysis for public health concerns using the 
ESSENCE data analysis tool. ISDH provides a view of the data back to submitting hospitals for their 
use to monitor influenza activity and other chief complaints pertinent to infection control. 

 
 

2) What is the nature of any complaints or comments received from the public, including small 
business, concerning the rule or the implementation of the rule by the agency? 
 
No concerns from hospitals or the Indiana Hospital Association. The rule has been in effect for 
several years. 

 
3) Examine the complexity of the rule, including difficulties encountered by the agency in 

administering the rule and small businesses in complying with the rule. 
 
Hospitals do not have concerns complying with the rule. Electronic health record vendors cannot 
charge hospitals to implement or maintain chief complaint reporting because reporting of the data is 
required by state law. 

 



 

4) To what extent does the rule overlap, duplicate, or conflict with other federal, state, or local 
laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances? 

 
No overlap, duplication, or conflict has been noted. 

 
5) When was the last time the rule was reviewed under this section or otherwise evaluated by the 

agency, and the degree to which technology, economic conditions, or other factors have 
changed in the area affected by this rule since that time? 

 
Readoption of the rule last occurred on July 14, 2011. No major changes in the reporting 
requirements, electronic transmission of data, technology, economic conditions, or other factors have 
changed substantially. 


