
 
 
 
 
 

Childhood lead poisoning impacts communities. 
 
Lead poisoning is one of several powerful biological and environmental 
factors that affect delinquency and adult crime and violence. Other factors 
include behavioral disorders during youth, low school achievement, 
hyperactivity, and low levels of parental education. 
(Denno DW. 1990. Biology and Violence. New York: Cambridge University Press) 
 
Lead poisoning in children and youth has been linked to: 

• Delinquency 
• Hyperactivity 
• Aggression 
• Parent- and teacher- reported behavior problems 
• Antisocial, criminal and violent behaviors 
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