Indiana Department of Health
Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity
Indiana Grown for Schools Healthy Foodservice Grant 
Request for Proposals
Healthy Foodservice Grant
Through this funding opportunity, the Indiana Department of Health (IDOH) Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity (DNPA) will administer seven to ten, $8,000-$10,000 grants to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) over an 18-month period, to support the foodservice directors (FSDs) and their staff in a transition to a scratch cooking model. This grant program is made possible through a 2020 USDA Farm to School Grant, of which the IDOH-DNPA is a recipient, and supports the overall mission of the Indiana Grown for Schools Network (IGFSN), Indiana’s statewide farm to school network. The IGFSN Steering Committee will select the applicants to be funded and will participate in the oversight and administration of the Healthy Foodservice Grant program.

The Healthy Foodservice Grant is offered in partnership with the Whole Kids Foundation (WKF), a non-profit operated by Whole Foods, to provide scratch-cooking classes to the selected grantees. These classes, part of WKF’s Healthy Foodservice Program, will be instructed by Chef Dan Marek, and consist of an intensive, hands-on, 1-day training (with a virtual option), to be held during the 2021-2022 school year. Along with basic scratch cooking methods, grantees can also identify certain topic areas to focus on that suit their individual situation and needs. Topics such as freezing/preserving, processing, safety and sanitation, knife skills, etc. support the increased access to local foods in LEAs by developing capacity to implement fresh food preparation. 

In addition to the trainings provided by the WKF, selected grantees can use their funding to purchase the supplies necessary to support their transition to a scratch-cooking model. Selected grantees will be required to work up to an outcome goal (such as “At least two locally sourced fruit and vegetable sides will be served each week), that will be defined as part of the grant application. IDOH and IGFSN will provide ongoing technical assistance to the grantees, particularly around local product procurement. 

***Important note on COVID-19 pandemic***
Due to the new challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, the timeline for the scratch-cooking training has been pushed to 2021-2022. However, we plan to distribute funds to selected grantees beginning February, 2021. Each grantee will be permitted to spend up to 50% of their funding on immediate needs related to COVID-19. If planning to use a portion of the funding for COVID-19 response, please provide a detailed explanation in the grant application narrative. Applicants whose COVID-19 purchases connect to a larger farm to school initiative will be highly prioritized. 

Grant Eligibility
To qualify for this grant, applicants must meet the following criteria:
· Must be a public or private Local Education Agency (LEA) in Indiana that participates in the National School Lunch Program 
· Must show minimum level of readiness to transition to scratch-cooking model (outlined in grant application narrative)
· Application must include Principal or Superintendent approval

*Special consideration will be given to LEAs with a high percentage of free and reduced lunch, or who serve communities with stark racial health disparities.


Grant Requirements
· Complete the Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity’s (DNPA) Healthy Foodservice Grant Application, which includes a narrative section to describe farm to school readiness and commitment to local food procurement, as well as a budget section to show breakdown of costs.
· Establish a working relationship with the DNPA’s Community Food Systems and Farm to School Coordinator throughout the life of the grant to utilize technical assistance services. The recipient must submit regular updates to the DNPA.
· Participate in WKF’s Healthy Foodservice training. 
· Participate in a required procurement workshop with other grantees.
· Commit to membership of the Indiana Grown for Schools Network and regularly participate in network and/or project team calls.
· Participate in a regional buyer-grower collaboration session in fall 2021.
· Submit all legal agreement and required forms; as a grant recipient, an organization is considered a vendor to the state, therefore, a Vendor form, Direct Deposit Form and W-9 must be completed.















I. Proposal Cover Sheet
Due October 30th, 2020 by 5 p.m.
Please answer this application in five (5) pages or less. Upon completion, please submit the proposal to Megan Paskey via email at MPaskey@isdh.in.gov. If you have any questions, please reach out. 

	LEA Information

	School or School Corporation Name: 

	Number of Schools (if applicable): 

	Total Enrollment:

	Free and Reduced Lunch Rates (please provide a school-level average or range for larger LEAs):


	           Student Demographics of LEA’s Total Enrollment

	_____% American Indian
	_____% Hispanic

	_____% Asian
	_____% White

	_____% Black
	_____% Multiracial

	                          Application Contact Person

	Name:
	Position:

	Address:

	Phone Number:
	Email: 

	LEA Fiscal Contact

	Name:
	Position:

	Address:

	Phone Number:
	Email:

	Superintendent or Principal Signature: 
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II. Healthy Foodservice Grant Proposal Narrative 
Please answer this application in five (5) pages or less.
LEA/School background
1. Tell us about your community. What outcomes do you hope to achieve by receiving funding through the Healthy Foodservice Grant?
2. What is your LEA’s/school’s background with farm to school? Please describe any past or current farm to school initiatives.
3. Describe your readiness to transition to a scratch-cooking model. How do you think this transition will benefit your staff and students?
4. Do you currently procure any local products? Why or why not?
5. Is there a farm to school team within your school community? If no, please describe your commitment to utilize IGFSN technical assistance to form a farm to school team. Who will be your partners in this effort?
6. What are the specific needs of your staff that the WKF Healthy Foodservice training would address?
a. What skills would you like to focus on?
b. How will the development of these skills support local food procurement and/or overall farm to school efforts?
Program justification 
1. How is your LEA well-positioned to successfully execute the requirements of this grant?
2. What are the intended outcomes of the program and how do you intend to measure the impact?
a. How would you define success for this project?
3. What does your sustainability plan look like upon completion of this project? 
4. If you plan to utilize a portion of your funding to meet immediate needs related to COVID-19, please explain (in detail) how these funds will be spent. How will these purchases support your overall farm to school efforts, even post-COVID?
5. Equity, diversity, and inclusion is very important to us. Please briefly discuss how your project supports the increased equitable access to healthy foods for all students in your community.
III. Healthy Foodservice Grant Budget 
Budget proposal (not included in 5 page limit)
Funding is available for up to $10,000 per applicant. Funds need to be spent by June 30th, 2022. 

	Project Period: February 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022

	Item
	Proposed amount ($)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total                                                                                                                                                                     



Budget justification (optional)

If there are any items you feel that you need to explain. Please use this space to do so. 


Timeline

The funding for this grant will begin on February 1, 2021 and end on June 30th, 2022. The Healthy Foodservice Trainings and buyer-grower collaboration sessions will take place during the 2021-2022 school year. Please provide an estimated timeline for your efforts pertaining to this grant.










Thank you for completing this grant application! 
Please email to Megan Paskey at MPaskey@isdh.in.gov by October 30th, 2020 at 5 p.m.
