INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Indiana State Loan Repayment Program (SLRP)

Program Description: 
The Indiana Health Care Professional Recruitment and Retention Fund Program (IHCPRRF) provides loan repayment for student loans incurred by health care professionals to encourage the full-time delivery of health care in shortage areas. These funds are matched with a grant from the Health Resources and Services Administration.  State and federal sources together constitute the Indiana State Loan repayment program that the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) administers. 
Disciplines eligible for loan repayment include:

· Physicians: Allopathic (MDs) or Osteopathic (DOs) including specialties:
· family medicine, 

· obstetrics/gynecology, 

· general internal medicine, 

· gerontology, 

· general pediatrics 

· general psychiatry 

· General practice dentists (D.D.S. or D.M.D.)

· Primary care nurse practitioners (NPs) 
· Certified nurse-midwives (NMs) 
· Primary care physician assistants (PAs) 
· Registered clinical dental hygienists (DHs) 
· Health Service (clinical or counseling)  psychologists (CPs) 
· Licensed clinical social workers (CSWs) 
· Psychiatric nurse specialists (PNSs) 
· Licensed professional counselors (LPCs) 
· Marriage and family therapists (MFTs)
· Registered nurses (RNs)

· Alcohol and Substance Abuse Counselors with Indiana licenses
In order to be eligible for loan repayment for student loans, a health care professional must meet all of the following conditions
· Hold an unlimited license to practice a health care profession listed above in Indiana.
· Have either:
· completed at least one (1) year of health care professional practice in a shortage area; or
· worked at least one (1) year at a community or migrant health center or maternal and child health clinic in a shortage area
· The SLRP Program allows the ISDH to repay outstanding student loans only, for expenses incurred during undergraduate or graduate education 

· Health care professionals participating in the SLRP Program must practice in public or private not-for-profit settings in federally designated shortage areas approved by the ISDH and, therefore, cannot establish private practices. 
Possible loan Repayment Awards: 
	Round
	Award 
	Service Commitment

	1 
	$20,000 
	2 years

	2 
	$20,000 
	2 years

	Total 
	$40,000 
	4 years


Health Care Professional Requirements: 
1. Must be a U.S. citizen.

2. Must agree to provide services in an ISDH-approved, federally designated underserved area for two years.

3. Must not have an outstanding contractual obligation for health professional service to the federal government or a state or other entity unless that service obligation will be completely satisfied before the contract has been signed.

4. Must not be in breach of a health professional service contract to the federal government, a state or local government, or other entity.

5. Must not have a judgment lien against their property for a debt to the U.S.

6. Must perform the service obligations at an eligible site, i.e., public or nonprofit private entity located in a federally designated underserved area appropriate for their discipline and providing primary health care services.
7. Must provide full-time primary health care services, which is defined as a minimum of 40 hours per week for at least 45 weeks per year for two years at an eligible site. At least 32 of the minimum 40 hours per week must be spent providing clinical service. These services must be conducted during normally scheduled clinic hours in the ambulatory care setting office(s), with the remaining hours spent providing inpatient care to patients of the eligible site and/or in practice-related administrative activities, with administrative activities not to exceed 20 percent of their full-time tour. 
8. Obstetricians/Gynecologists and certified nurse midwives are expected to spend not less than 21 hours per week providing ambulatory care services during normally scheduled office hours, with the remaining hours spent providing inpatient care to patients of the eligible site and/or in practice-related administrative activities, with administrative activities not to exceed 20 percent of their full-time tour. 

9. Must charge for their professional services at the usual and customary prevailing rates in the area in which such services are provided, except that if a person is unable to pay such charge, such person shall be charged at a reduced rate or not charged any fee. 

10. Must agree to provide primary health care services to any individual seeking care. The SLRP Program participants must agree not to discriminate on the basis of the patient's ability to pay for such care or on the basis that payment for such care will be made pursuant to Medicare or Medicaid.
11. Must agree to accept assignment under Medicare for all services for which payment may be made under Part B of Title XVIII and enter into an appropriate agreement with the state agency that administers the state plan for medical assistance under Title XIX to provide service to individuals entitled to medical assistance under the plan.
12. Must pay the amount specified in their SLRP Program contract default provision if they fail to complete their service obligation for any reason. 

Practice Site Requirements: 

· Public or private not-for-profit entities located in a federally designated medical, mental health and/or dental HPSA. 

· Committed to employing health care professionals full-time for a minimum of two (2) consecutive years. 

     Taxability of Benefits
Public Law 108-357, enacted October 22, 2004 makes all funds disbursed on or after January 1, 2004 under the NHSC Loan Repayment Program and the State Loan Repayment Program exempt from gross income and employment taxes.  See 26 U.S.C. 108(f)(4) regarding income tax and 26 U.S.C. 3121(a)(20) regarding employment tax.  This law also excludes these funds from being taken into account as wages in determining benefits under the Social Security Act.
Practice sites must be: 

Program Contacts: 

ISDH SLRP Team





SLRP@isdh.IN.gov




State Loan Repayment Program

Indiana State Department of Health
2 North Meridian Street 6B

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204. 
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