
Pollinator Friendly Trees of Indiana

Sara High



Our Pollinators
Bees- They enjoy mild/ pleasant scents 
and bright whites, yellows, and blues. 
They are the hardest working pollinators 
with 4,000 native bees in the U.S.

Moths & Butterflies- They like sweet/ 
fresh scents and moths particularly like 
scents emitted at night. Butterflies enjoy 
bright colors like orange, yellow, and 
purple. Moths prefer dull shades of the 
same color.

Birds- They do not need fragrances or 
scents to be attracted. They prefer Red, 
Orange, & white colors. Hummingbirds 
also enjoy Purple flowers.

Others- Flies, Bats, Beetles, Gnats, and 
ants.



Issues Impacting our Pollinators



Red Maple
Sugar Maple
Ohio Buckeye
Black Locust

Kentucky Coffeetree
Black Cherry

American Basswood
Serviceberries

False Indigo
Eastern Redbud

Pagoda Dogwood
Round-Leaved 

Dogwood
Cockspur Hawthorn

Downy Hawthorn
Wild Plum
Pin Cherry

Chokecherry
Smooth Sumac

Staghorn Sumac
Pussy Willow

American Bladdernut
Nannyberry Viburnum

Prickly Ash

Trees and Large 
Shrubs:



Canopy Trees:  Red Maple 
(Acer Rubrum)

Color: Red/ Yellow
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part 
Shade, or full Shade
Soil: Wet Mesic, Mesic, or Dry 
Mesic
Height: about 95 ft
Bloom: April into May
Pollinators attracted: Bees, 
Butterflies, Wasps, Flies 
(Sawflies).



Canopy Trees:  Sugar Maple 
(Acer Saccharum)

Color: Yellow
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade, 
or full Shade
Soil: Mesic
Height: about 100 ft
Bloom: April into June
Pollinators attracted: Bees, 
Butterflies, Wasps, Flies (Sawflies).



Canopy Trees:  Ohio Buckeye 
(Aesculus glabra)

Color: Yellow
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part 
Shade, or full Shade
Soil: Wet Mesic, Mesic
Height: about 35 ft
Bloom: May
Pollinators attracted: Bees and 
Hummingbirds



Canopy Trees:  Black Locust 
(Robinia pseudoacacia)

Color: White
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part 
Shade, or full Shade
Soil: Mesic, Dry Mesic
Height: about 45 ft
Bloom: May into June
Pollinators attracted: Bees, Flies, 
and Hummingbirds.



Canopy Trees:  Kentucky 
Coffeetree (Gymnocladus
dioicus)

Color: White
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part 
Shade
Soil: Wet Mesic, Mesic
Height: about 75 ft
Bloom: May into June
Pollinators attracted: Bees, 
Butterflies, and Hummingbirds.



Canopy Trees:  Black Cherry 
(Prunus Serotina)

Color: White
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part 
Shade, or full Shade
Soil: Mesic, Dry Mesic
Height: about 100 ft
Bloom: May into June
Pollinators attracted: Bees, 
Butterflies, Wasps, Flies,
Beetles, and ants.



Canopy Trees:  American 
Basswood (Tilia Americana)

Color: White
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part 
Shade, or full Shade
Soil: Mesic
Height: about 95 ft
Bloom: July into August
Pollinators attracted: Bees, 
Moths, Wasps, Flies (sawflies), 
and Beetles.



Canopy Trees:  Serviceberry 
(Amelanchier spp.)

Color: White
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part 
Shade, or full Shade
Soil: Wet Mesic, Mesic, Dry 
Mesic
Height: up to 10-25 ft
Bloom: April into June
Pollinators attracted: Bees, 
Flies, and Beetles.



Canopy Trees:  Eastern 
Redbud (Cercis canadensis)

Color: Pink
Sun Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade, 
or full Shade
Soil: Mesic, Dry Mesic
Height: up to 25 ft
Bloom: May into June
Pollinators attracted: Bees, 
Butterflies, Wasps, Flies, and Beetles.
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